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Discourses  of  morality,  and  reflections  upon  human  na- 
ture, are  the  best  means  we  can  make  use  of,  to  improve 
our  mindsj  and  gain  a  true  knowledge  of  ourselves. 

Aduison. 


I  could  never  find  that  I  learned  half  so  much  of  a  wo- 
man's real  character  by  dancing  with  her,  as  by  conversing 
with  her  at  home,  where  I  could  observe  her  behaviour  at 
the  table,  at  the  iire-side,  and  in  all  the  trying  circumstances 
pf  domestic  life.     We  are  all  good  when  we  are  pleased. 

Cowp|:«. 


Je  rends  au  public  ce  qu'il  m'a  prete :  j'ai  emprunte  de 
lui  la  maliere  de  cet  ouvrage  :  il  est  juste  que,  Tayant  acheve 
avec  toute  rattention  pour  la  verite  dont  je  suis  capable  ^t 
ou  il  meiite  de  moi^  je  lui  en  fasse  la  restitution. 

LaBruyeee. 


TO 


Mrs.  H.  M.  BOJFDLER, 


Madam, 

It  is  your  injunction,  on  permitting 
ine  to  dedicate  lliis  work  to  you,  that  I  shall 
record  you  only  as  the  friend  of  Elizabeth 
Smith.  You  say  it  is  a  distinction  you 
would  wish  to  place  on  your  tomb,  as  Sir 
Fulk  Greville  did  on  his,  that  of  ^  Friend 
to  Sir  Philip  Sydney.'  I  cannot  give  a 
greater  proof  of  respect  tha.n  in  obeying 
you ; — but  the  natural  anxiety  felt  on  ap- 
pearing before  the  public,  makes  me  con- 
pTatulate  myself  that,  in  lookins:  round  for 
a  name  to  give  credit  to  mine,  I  fixed  on 
one  which  needed  no  designation, 

^  I  am,  Madam, 

Your  most  obliged  and  obedient 

L.  M.  HAWKINS, 
T'^icJicnham, 
$iov.  ;8li, 
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INTRODUCTORY  CHAPTER. 

Common  fate  of  a  preface.  Motives  to  the  -work.  Protection 
of  fejnales.  Means  of  living.  Hardships,  Sketches  of  iy. 
runny.     Apology, 

IVoBODY  reads  a  preface  ;  'tis  idle  therefore  to 
write  one  : — if  there  be  any  part  of  a  work 
which  the  reader  never  sees,  it  is  that  addressed 
most  peculiarly  to  his  attention.  But  this  omission 
is  an  act  of  injustice,  because  the  author's  oppor- 
tunity of  speaking  aside,  often  exists  only  in  those 
preliminary  pages  ;  and  without  listening  to  what 
he  would  say,  neither  his  plan  nor  his  motives  can 
be  known,  consequently  he  is  in  danger  of  being 
misunderstood,  and  condemned  for  not  doing  that 
vvhich,  had  his  preface  been  read,  would  have  ap- 
peared totally  foreign  from  his  purpose.  Now, 
we  beg  leave  to  inform  our  readers,  if  we  arc 
blessed  with  any,  that  unless  they  read  patiently 
and  fairly  to  the  beginning  of  our  narrative,  they 
cannot  acquire  the  smallest  right  to  censure  or 
even  to  criticise  :  they  must  know  what  we  do  not 
undertake,  or  they  cannot  judge  of  what  we  iiave 
performed. — Their  patience  shall  not  be  severely 
tried. 

The  motive  to  our  undertaking  originated  in  the 
vexation  produced  by  being  compelled  to  see,  in 
the  circuit  of  an  extensive  acquaintance  witii  so- 
ciety, 
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ciety,  very  few  children  made  happy  by  tlie 
indulgences  lavished  on  them  by  their  parents, 
Tery  few  parents  reaping  the  expected  fruits  of  in- 
dulgence, and  very  few  young  persons  who,  on 
quitting  the  paternal  home,  can  face  the  realities 
of  life  without  injury  to  their  temper,  ship-wreck 
of  conscience,  or  a  lamentable  demonstration  that 
fortitude  and  submission  are  not  amongst  the  ac- 
COjjipUshments  they  have  acquired.  And  indeed, 
US  litilc  are  these  children  of  fashion  fitted  to  bear 
the  prosperity  of  life  when  unclouded  :  their  edu- 
cation may,  for  a  time,  suspend \\\q\v  real  character; 
but  sorry  are  we  to  say,  we  do  not  perceive  less 
pride,  less  ostentation,  less  selfishness,  less  pre- 
ference of  the  good  things  of  this  world  to  tliose 
of  another,  than  before  men  of  rank  and  talent,  and 
women  of  the  highest  principles,  devoted  their 
lime  and  their  labor  to  inculcating  the  precepts 
of  Christianity. 

Let  us,  however,  be  understood  as  speaking  only 
pf  some. — God  forbid  we  should  dare  to  throw  out 
a  general  censure  so  heavy  in  its  charge.  We 
trust  we  could,  on  the  terms  granted  to  Abraham,^ 
save  many  cities,  even  when  looking  only  to  our 
own  friends ;  but  he  who  writes  on  physic,  must 
leave  the  healthy  out  of  his  computation ;  and  we 
must  be  allowed  to  consider  the  inhabitants  of  the 
world  as  needing. at  least  to  be  reminded  of  the 
efficient  and  final  causes  of  their  creation. 

On  what  plan  we  should  proceed  was  a  ques- 
tion, when  a  very  flattering  hint  from  a  gentleman 
well  kiiown  in  the  world  of  science  and  literature, 

decidecj 
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decided  us  :  he  bade  us  Avrite  on  the  subject  of 
useful  exertions — we  must  not  reveal  what  he 
bade  us  make  our  text,  though  such  a  disclosure 
would  be  our  best  apology  for  confining  our  ob- 
servations almost  wholly  to  our  own  sex. 

Our  work  is  extensive,  but  still  very  imperfect. 
It  has  required  some  exertion  of  the  power  of  se- 
lection, to  ascertain  what  we  might  leave  of  the 
heap  of  matter  before  us,  when  so  much  error  de- 
manded notice;  and  in  aiming  to  avoid  the  didactic, 
we  have  omitted  much  that  claimed  a  place.  By. 
endeavoring  to  atone  for  one  omission,  we  shall, 
perhaps,  awaken  the  attention  of  the  reader  to  the 
general  tendency  of  our  labour. 

The  connection  between  the  higher  and  lower 
ranks  of  females,  is  a  matter  deserving  very  serious 
thought ;  and  the  duty  attendant  on  it  is  not  dis- 
charged by  committing  it  to  those  beneath  us. 
Were  we  to  address  ourselves  rather  to  the  feel- 
ings than  the  good  sense  of  those  whom  we  would 
influence,  we  would  remark,  that  the  language  of 
Christianity,  contrary  to  that  of  poetry,  makes  a 
motive  to  sympathy  out  of  our  ignorance  of  misfor- 
tune: it  does  not  bid  us  congratulate  ourselves  *on 
seeing  a  shipwreck  from  the  shore,  or  a  battle  from 
a  fortress  :'  it  tells  us  to  do  good  according  to  our 
ability  :  it  bids  us  look  to  the  bounty  of  Heaven, 
and  strive  to  imitate  it.  On  this  basis  we  urge, 
and  as  a  point  of  worldly  prudence  we  recommend 
to  ladies  of  rank  and  wealth,  as  a  branch  of  that 
protection  which  the  powerful  should  bestow  on 
the  powerless,  the  duty  of  doing  all  that  can  be 
4  done. 
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done  for  that  part  of  the  female  youth  of  this 
country,  ^vho  must  depend  on  their  own  endeavors 
for  a  maintenance. 

We  will  briefly  consider  the  means  we  recollect 
by  which  a  decent  female  can  gain  a  livelihood : 
— they  appear  to  us  to  be  Sekvitudk,  Manu- 
factures, and  Education. 

In  that  of  Servitude,  we  meet  an  obstacle  at 
the  outset.  The  present  relaxed  mode  of  govern- 
ing a  family,  in  too  many  instances  deprives  fe- 
males of  that  protection  which  the  affluent  might, 
without  injury  to  themselves,  and  certainly  with 
a  great  increase  of  sober  satisfaction,  afibrd  to  the 
indigent.  It  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to  prevail 
on  a  woman  of  conscience  in  the  '  upper  circles' 
ps  they  are  called,  to  take  the  charge  of  a  young 
girl  on  her  first  quitting  her  father's  cottage  ;  the 
consequence  of  which  difficulty  is,  that  such  girls 
must  be  content  at  first  with  the  lowest  mistresses, 
from  whom  they  not  unfrequently  import  into  nur- 
series and  dressing-rooms,  ideas  and  manners  that 
are  a  thousand  times  more  inconvenient  than  their 
primitive  ignorance  and  aukwardness. 

The  objection  to  taking  this  responsibility,  is 
made  in  the  cominon-place  phrase,  ^  I  cannot  look 
after  my  servants  ;'  but  if  the  proprietor  of  a  great; 
manufactory  were  to  say,  '  I  cannot  look  after  my 
workmen,'  we  should  see  the  absurdity,  and  he 
would  feel  the  eftcct  of  it :  our  duty  must  be 
done,  nor  can  wc  neglect  it  on  this  point  through 
any  other  mistake  than  that  of  not  considering  our 
servants  as  persons  between  whom  and  ourselves 

the 
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the  distinctions  necessary  in  this  world,  will  cease^ 
and  for  our  care  of  whom,  wl]ile  employed  in  oar 
service,  we  are  to  give  as  solemn  an  account  as 
of  our  care  of  our  children.  How  half  of  us  can 
stand  this  scrutiny,  let  us  ask  our  Own  consciences. 
We  deny  the  assertion,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
take  care  of  a  large  family  ftf  servants — it  may  be 
a  labor  of  Hercules  to  cleanse  an  Augean  stable; 
but  we  trust  there  are  few  such  slovens  as  the 
king  of  Elis  ;  and  if  it  were  our  lot  to  inherit  after 
so  dirty  a  predecessor,  there  are  strong  streams 
that  may  even  now,  and  in  this  country,  be  turned 
to  the  purifying  purpose  of  the  Alpheus  or  the 
Peneus  *.  Lady  Startwell  has  proved,  that,  at 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  well-born,  well-educated 

and 

*  For  the  information  of  those  who  comfort  themselves 
that  the  morals  of  the  lower  classes  are  now  so  bad  as  to  ex- 
empt the  higher  from  all  solicitude  about  them,  we  quote  an 
instance  within  our  own  knowledge,  of  a  young  woman,  taken 
from  the  service  of  a  careless  family,  where  she  had  been, 
*  nothing  loth'  indulged  in  every  possible  folly,  who  congra- 
tulated herself  on  removing  to  the  service  of  persons  of  a  very 
different  description,  that  she  was  now  placed  where  'she  had 
not  the  power  of  doing  wrong/ 

To  any  lady  desirous  of  improving  herself  in  the  duty  w& 
submit  to  attention,  wc  recommend  the  epitaph  of  Lady  Mar- 
garet Hastiiigs,  in  the  church  of  North  CadburVj  in  Somerset- 
shire, of  whom  it  is  said,  that 

*  In  government  of  those  that  did  her  serve 

Most  wise,  most  stout,  most  kind  she  ever  was: 
Most  kind  to  such  as  sought  well  to  deserve, 

Most  stout  to  those  that  did  neglect  their  place. 
She  wisely  could  correct  the  fault  of  these, 
And  those  encourage  that  would  seek  to  please.' 
VOL.  I.  ^  A;id 
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and  boasting  no  peculiar  powers^  it  is  possible  to 
take  the  mbfttagement  of  a  large  *  ready-made  fa- 
niily'  and  a  noble  establishment,  to  Conciliate  the 
!ov6  01  tf»^  onCj  by  assisting  them  in  the  govern- 
tiient  of  themselves,  and  to  regulate  the  other  by 
that  gentic  coerciun  ^|hich  never  fails  to  obtain 
respect.  The  means  are  very  easy,  if  the  mind 
cim  be  abstracted  from  tl)is  wai^kl's  paltry  inter- 
ruptions ;  and  Lady  Staitwell  \\\\\  never,  unless 
some  great  .calamity  befall  lier,  have  half  the 
trouble  in  managing  her  houshold  well,  that  others 
take  to  ruin  die  morals  of  their  servants  and  their 
own  tempers ;  for  she  knows  what  she  has  to  do, 
and  she  does  it ;  yet  she  is  not  apparently  more 
occupied  in  lier  houshoid-affairs  than  other  women 
of  her  own  rank,  nor  half  so  busy  as  Countess 
Pennvwise  ivho  entertains  her  friends  with  the 
«enerosity  of  her  tradesman  in  advising  her  '  not 
to  l)iiy  soap  when  the  price  had  suddenly  risen." 
Were  all  mistresses^  of  great  families  like  Lady 
Startwellj  there  would  be  no  difiiculty  in  sheltering 
tiie  modesty  of  an  humble  givi  in  a  situation  of 
■proleetion  '  such  girls  would  be  received  in  sub- 
ordinate eapackies  tliere,  instead  of  being  driven 
to  an  alehouse  and  the  society  of  quartered  sol- 
diers ;  and  from  those  of  good  habits,  they  Mould 
learn  them. 

We  shouid  weary  were  we  to* investigate  the 
ituiitifoid  causes  which  contribute  to  make  some 
mistresses  of  families;  w  orse  than  good-for-nothing 

Aiv\  let  it  be  rcmc.n beret),  if  we  may  reason  by  analogy, 
tiiat  ?\s  her  ladyship  died  in  the  rtigii  of  Elizabeth,  these  »er» 
vaiU^  might  be  what  *'c  now  term  *  young  ladies/ 

members 
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members  of  society.  We  will  only  name  the  inor- 
dinate love  of  pleasure  and  of  dress — these  things 
meet  the  eye  of  their  servants  ;  their  drawing-room 
follies  they  may  enjoy  more  in  secret;  but  these 
and  their  consequences,  idleness  and  extravagance, 
seem  to  go  through  the  hands  of  sen-ants,  and  are 
not  lost  in  their  passage.  | 

One  deleterious  h'uit  of  this  corrupted  soil,  is 
that  soporific  of  houshold  care,  called  ^  coard- 
wao-es.'  Even  in  the  time  of  the  Spectator,  it  was 
considered  as  pernicious,  and  certainly  manners 
are  not  now  such  as  to  abate  its  noxious  influence. 
It  is  the  resort  of  ignorance  and  idleness,  and  the 
source  of  infinite  mischief  Lady  Alimony,  indeed, 
defends  it  on  the  plea,  that  ^  it  is  the  only  possible 
mode  of  government  by  which  you  can  avoid  feed- 
ins;  an  armv  instead  of  your  houshold:'  and  we 
doubt  not  she  is  sincere  in  her  belief.  When  we 
have  a  little  pushed  her  in  her  argument,  her  last 
question  has  silenced  us  :  '  But  how  is  it  possible 
that  I  can  take  care  of  my  servants,  when,  perhaps 
three  times  in  the  vv^eek,  I  am  not  at  home  till  day-* 
break  ?'  We  could  have  said,  that  something  might 
be  done  by  way  of  check  in  accounts;  but  we  had 
been  told,  that  three  times  in  the  year  was  quite 
often  enough  for  '  that  parody  on  the  game  of 
crihbage,'  our  housekeeper's  accounts.— Then^ 
indeed,  we  could  say  no  more,  but  ceased  to  won- 
der that  his  infirm  lordship  had  his  separate  esta* 
blishment  in  aaiother  county  * 

T!xe 

*  That  the  innocent  suffer  for  the  guilty,  could  be  proved 
ID  all  tL«  afiairs  of  life.     We,  w  lo  p*y   lyady  money,  frank 

a  2  t4os« 
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The  pride  felt  by  some  ladies  in  seeing  their 
servants  drest  above  their  station  in  life,  is  another 
circumstance  of  unfitness  for  protection,  and  an 
injury  to  the  lower  classes,  that  can  result  from 
tiothintr  but  pride.  The  sentiment  declares  itself 
in  an  implied  injunction  to  the  beholders,  to  consider 
tlie  dignity  of  those  who  have  persons  so  dignified 
in  appearance  to  u  ait  on  them.  This  is  pure  non- 
sense ;  but  the  effect  i^  something  worse.  Many 
a  young  w^oman  has  been  rejected  w  here  she  might 
have  done  well,  because  her  former  employer  has 
thus  corrupted  her ;  and  it  is  a  fact,  that  the  sti- 
pend and  more  than  the  stipend,  is  spent  by  fe- 
male servants  even  of  the  lowest  description,  in 
this  worse  than  folly.  The  resource  is  pretty  ob- 
vious *  to  the  meanest  capacity,'  and  if  ruin  en- 
sues, the  mistress  is  not  wholly  excusable. 

those  who  never  pay,  and  we  who  govern  our  families  consci- 
entiously, must,  without  xipijance,  suffer  by  the  negligent  and 
indolent.  A  friend  of  our's  lost  a  very  good  servant,  who  was 
tempted  from  her  by  the  supposed  ecconomy  of  board-wages. 
iJer  mistress  made  enquiries  into  her  advantages,  and  was 
answered,  *  Why,  ma'am,  my  board-wages  are  enough  to 
keep  m(; ;  and  having  lived  in  several  good  families  where  they 
do  not  allow  th-^m,  it  i>  hard  ifl  cannot  get  a  dinner  amongst 
them  thr»;e  times  a  week/ 

We  must,  however,  confess  we  have  seen  *  board-wages* 
made  *  to  answer  better/  Our  friend,  Mrs.  Mammon,  wien- 
fvor  disappointed  of  dining  out,  tells  her  servants  she  wiH 
'  take  up  with  a  bit  of  their  loaf  at  her  dinner/  Now  this  is 
true  ecconomy  ;  and  a"  such,  we  recommend  it  to  counterba- 
lance the  waste  that  there  must  be  in  every  family,  where 
ihere  is  no  hungry  stomacia  to  fall  lawful  heir  to  the  garbled 
Irishes  of  ihe  fastidious. 

*  lahvays 
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*  I  always  permit  my  woman  to  read  all  the  no- 
vels I  read  myself/  is  a  speech  verbatimy  which 
saves  us  all  trouble  on  this  head.  Can  such  per- 
sons be  fit  guides  for  the  youth  of  their  own  sex  ? 
Can  they  recollect,  that  he  who  does  not  take  care 
of  his  houshold,  is  styled  by  one  of  the  Apostles, 
worse  than  an  infidel  ?  or  are  they  to  be  disbelieved 
if  they  profess  their  houses  unfit  for  the  protection 
of  the  ignorant  and  unwar}'^?    , 

Sorry  are  we  to  record  tiie  error  of  persons  of  a 
much  higher  class  of  merit;  but  who,  we  may  almost 
say,  in  consequence  of  their  very  merits,  do  mischief 
in  society  as  mistresses  of  families,  and  wlio,  form- 
incf  a  half-tone  between  the  Church  of  Ensland 
and  those  sectaries  denominated  Methodists,  call 
themselves  with  a  sad  distinguishing  assumption, 
serious  Christians.  We  respect  their  principles  ; 
we  pity  their  failure ;  but  excessive  zeal  defeats  its 
own  purpose ;  their  servants  are  either  made  fanat- 
ical ;  and  we  know  alas  !  too  well  what  fanaticism 
will  do  in  a  vulgar  mind ;  or  else  they  look  on 
religion  as  the  hobby-horse  of  their  employers, 
and  as  a  peculiarity  to  which  they  must,  as  to 
all  others,  give  way  v.hile  in  their  service.  At 
their  next  remove,  perhaps,  they  go  into  a  fa- 
mily where  the  subject  is  never  thought  on,  and  it 
is  all  the  same  .o  them  *o 

There  is,  we  will  venture  to  say,  nothing  in 
the  management  of  a  family  equal  to  the  setting  a 

*  A  proof  of  this  we  received  in  a  servant,  who  described 
thefa-O^i'y  whom  he  served,  as  *  inonirTious  religious/  . 

good 
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good  example,  the  convincing  servants  that  we 
have  one  common  interest  with  them,  and, 
above  all,  the  putting  it  out  of  their  power,  if 
possible,  to  do  wrong.  Without  wishing  to  de- 
grade our  fellow-creatures,  we  must  remark,  that 
the  lower  classes  can  always  understand  justice, 
but  seldom  fail  to  mis-use  indulgence;  and  when 
the  mistress  of  a  iamily  feels  this,  and  recollects 
the  licence  her  absence  from  home  allows,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  injury  to  the  men-servants  in  the 
&tre(  t,  a  sensible  woman  will  think  that  the  plea* 
sure  of  dancing  till  sun-rise,  has,  like  all  other 
pleasures,  some  alloy. 

Before  we  dismiss  the  article  of  servitude,  we 
will  suggest  the  comfort  a  parent  would  find  on  a 
death-bed,  in  knowing  that  a  daughter  is  placed 
under  tiie  care  of  a  mistress  who  will  not  neg- 
lect her.  The  upper  classes  of  servitude  might 
surely  admit  even  the  daughters  of  professional 
men,  where  the  means  have  been  wanting  to  give 
education,  if  such  young  women  could  be  kept 
from  all  association  with  men-servants ;  w^e  are  no 
fosterers  of  pridc^  but  we  love  decency,  and  on  no 
account  would  we  expose  a  delicate  female  to 
coarse  manners  in  the  other  sex ;  but  in  great  fami- 
lies this  is  avoided;  and  often  a  very  comfortable 
place  might  be  found  for  a  pennyless  girl,  if  she 
were  allowed  to  take  her  meals  alone.  There  is 
nothing  laborious,  or  even  unpleasant,  in  attending 
on  one  of  our  own  sex  in  a  situation  of  life  above 
US  ;  and  surely  it  would  be  w  orth  our  trouble,  and 
jt  would  repay  us  in  our  own  comfort,  if,  by  a  little 
i  ingenuity. 
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ingenuity,  we  could  tempt  to  offer  her  service,  the 
daughter  of  a  country-curate,  in  preference  to  the 
young  lady  at  '  the  P^ed  Lion,'  or  ^  the  Chequers/ 
Having  said  thus  much  on  tlie  subject  of  servi- 
tude, we  conclude  it  by  intreating  the  ladies  of  this 
country  not  to  neglect  as  hopeless,  not  to  spoil  by 
indulgence,  but  to  watch  over  with  maternal  vigi- 
lance tliose  young  women  whose  parents  confide 
them  to  their  charge  with  the  anxiety  they  ought  to 
feel^  and  which  anxiety  we  must  remember  it  is 
cruelty  to  increase, 

]\Ianufactures,  either  in  fa,bricating  or  in 
vending  them,  afford  a  subsistence  to  numberless 
young  women,  but  our  knowledge  does  not  extend 
far  enough  to  admit  us  to  speak  on  any  branch  but 
that  comiected  with  the  needle;  this  is  most  for- 
midably prolific  of  misery.  A  young  woman  must 
be  as  thoroughly  grained  in  virtue,  as  one  whom 
we  have  the  happiness  to  know,  to  prefer  to  the 
protection  of  an  officer  in  the  guards,  the  comforts 
of  a  cold  solitary  lodging,  au  egg  or  a  sausage  for 
her  dinner,  and  the  exercise  of  her  needle  from  four 
in  a  summer-morning  till  ten  at  nighi,  even  if  she 
were  well  paid ;  but  let  it  be  known  to  the  world 
that,  at  the  rate  of  payment  now  affo;  ded  to  such 
labor,  she,  if  she  works  for  J^riends,  must  not 
expect  more  than  sixpence  or  ninepence  a  day.. 
By  the  shops  or  warehouses,  she  ma}^  get  two  shil- 
lings ;  but  ladie$  who  must  be  fine,  and  vvill  not 
work,  and  grudge  to  pay,  are  of  all  tyrants  some 
of  the  most  oppressive.  We  have  seen  twelve  shil- 
lings 
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lings  cleared  by  a  task  of  four  hours  every  day  for 
three  months,  performed  for  a  lady  to  whose  gene- 
rosity the  payment  was  referred ;  we  liave  seen 
ninepence  offered  for  that  which,  if  purchased, 
would  have  cost  exactly  three  times  the  sum.  We 
have  seen,  O  !  we  n:iust  not  tell  .what  we  have 
seen.  *  Homo  homini  lupus,'  says  nothing  of  wo- 
man. We  have  had  to  dry  the  tears  caused  by  one 
w  Oman's  hard  heartedness  to  another.     We  could 

give  such  a  history  of  protection ! 

And  even  at  what  is  called  the  best  that  can  be 
expected  by  young  women  earning  their  bread  to 
the  injury  of  their  sight  and  at  the  risk  of  puN 
monary  disorders,  their  lot  is  very  hard,  and  unne- 
cessarily so.  Tlie  venders  of  their  work,  often 
sell  it  for  three  and  sometimes  four  times  what 
they  are  paid.  Surely  this  is  as  unjust  to  the  con- 
sumer as  to  the  artificer !  and  for  what  do  we  sub- 
mit to  be  thus  imposed  on?  That  we  may  make 
<)ur  purchases  in  mansions  fit  for  persons  of  the  first 
rank,  and  fancy  we  advance  ourselves  by  our 
folly ! 

It  is  our  earnest  wish  to  see  a  young  woman 
able,  by  such  industry  as  will  not  destroy  her 
health,  to  earn  three  shillings  a  day  by  her  needle  ; 
and  half  our  female  readers  will  disbelieve  us  when 
we  tell  them  this  is  not  to  be  done.  As  little  credit 
will  be  given  us,  ^vhen  we  say  that,  even  in  our  very 
charities  we  assist  to  prevent  this.  Mrs.  Haggle 
threatens  poor  Lucy  Stitchwell  that  she  shall  give 
her  no  more  plain-work  ;  she  can  have  it  done  '  at 
her  scliooi'  for  half-price  ;  it  matters  not  to  her 

that 
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that  Lucy  has  no  other  means  of  subsistence.  Many 
of  us  are  more  innocently  doing  infinite  mischief, 
even  in  our  seemingly  best  deeds,  by  forestaUing 
the  labors  of  those  who,  if  we  do  not  buy,  must  not 
eat.     Is  it  worse  to  take  the  nether  mill-stone  ? 

In  the  department  of  education,  nothing  has 
given  us  equal  satisfaction  with  the  plan  adopted, 
within  these  few  years,  by  some  very  judicious  mo- 
thers, of  taking  their  children  out  of  the  nursery,  and 
placing  about  them,  under  their  own  immediate 
inspection,  a  very  young  person  who  has  been 
tolerably  educated.  It  is  a  plan  replete  with  kind- 
ness and  good  sense,  and  has  our  most  ardent 
wishes  for  its  encouragement.  We  have  known 
instances  where  a  young  woman,  thus  placed,  has 
scarcely  felt  it  was  not  in  her  own  home  :  she  has 
been  treated  with  prudent  confidence,  and  allowed  a 
portion  of  every  day  for  her  own  improvement; 
and  in  concerns  where  there  was  no  particular  rea- 
son to  take  an  interest,  she  has  experienced  the 
protection  that  could  be  claimed  from  none  but 
parents. 

The  point  we  have  most  at  heart  for  the  advan- 
tage of  young  women  who  are  to  get  a  mainte^ 
nance  by  instructing  others,  is  their  being  fairly 
taught  what  they  are  to  teach.  Many  are  the 
cases  that  have  come  under  our  knowledge  in 
our  wish  to  assist,  where  necessity  and  an  honest 
desire  to  succeed  have  been  all  *  the  capital'  with 
which  a  young  woman  has  set  out.  By  the  help 
oC  those  books,  calculated  rather  for  the  tutor 

than 
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than  the  pupil,— by  learning  the  lesson  at  night 
which  she  was  to  teach  in  the  morning,  she  has 
shitted  on  till  she  has  gained  the  small  Encyclo- 
poedia  required  by  an  ignorant  or  a  negligent  em- 
ployer, or  made  her  manners  and  submission  a 
hedge  for  herself. 

But  want  of  knowledge  leads  to  so  many  paltry 
devices,  and  the  fever  of  conscious  deficiency  is 
so  terrible  a  disease,  that  we  w  ish  to  see  the  want 
supplied ;  and  for  this  no  means  can  be  found 
but  such  a  renunciation  of  airy  hopes  as  shall  pre- 
vent parents  from  depending  on  what  is  vulgarly 
called  *  the  chapter  of  accidents,'  in  providing  for 
a  family.  If  the  time  ever  arrives,  when  it  shall 
be  thought  more  reputable  to  fit  girls  for  earning 
their  bread  than  for  entrapping  the  unwary,  it  will 
be  the  first  object  of  a  father  and  mother,  reject- 
ing all  superfluous  accomplishments,  to  give  their 
daughters  those  solid  attainments  which  may  en- 
title them  to  a  home  and  a  provision;  but  we  fear 
that  time  is  not  at  hand.  We  have  heard  but  of 
one  instance  where  this  has  been  a  plan  steadily 
pursued  to  its  extent,  and  its  success,  we  are 
happy  to  say,  abundantly  recommends  it  *. 

Our 

*  Too  late  for  the  body  of  our  work,  but,  to  our  conso- 
lation !  in  time  for  notice  here,  has  appeared  one  of  those 
examples,  in  support  of  our  precepts,  which  call  for  our  acr 
knowledgment.  Adelaide  0*Keeffe,  the  daughter  of  the  vo- 
luminous tlramatist,  in  retirement  from  ihe  world,  and  devo- 
tionof  herself  to  the  pious  offices  of  filial  duty,  has  pro- 
duced an  elegant  work  of  moral  instruction  descriptive  of 
*  Patriarchal  Times.'     We  are  not  fond  of  *  familiar  expo. 

sitions, 


INTRODUCTORY    CHAPTER.  XXVU 

Our  information  on  the  subject  warrants  us  in 
saying  that  there  are  no  young  women  for  whose 
safety  so  much  is  to  be  apprehended  as  those  for 
whom  this  care  ought  to  be  used  and  is  not  exer- 
cised. The  uppei-  ranks  have  no  idea  of  the  want 
of  what  is  called  '  management'  in  those  who  live 
by  them.  In  high  life  the  young  people  are  in- 
dustrious and  moderate,  compared  to  their  trades- 
men's daughters.  When  my  lord  duke  kindly  asks 
his  man  of  fashions,  or  his  suggestor  of  improve- 
ments, after  '  his  girls,'  he  does  not  suspect  that 
the  Misses  plunder  their  father  of  every  guinea  to 
buy  finery,  lest  they  should  be  behind  their  oppo- 
site neighbors  in  folly  and  fashion ;  that  to  walk 
Pall  mall,  and  stare  and  be  stared  at,  is  the  best 
purpose  of  this  extravagance  "*,  The  father  himself, 
purchasing  a  right  to  be  equally  a  fool,  by  con- 
niving at  their  folly,  is  going  home  to  introduce 
at  his  table  the  last  description  of  friends  a  wise 
parent  would  wish  to  shew  to  his  daughters  :  the 
manners  correspond  with  the  men,  and  scenes  fol- 
low which  would  call  our  veracity  in  question. — 

sitions,*or  *  chatty  paraphrases*  of  the  Scripture;  but  this 
young  adventurer  in  the  regions  of  oriental  probability,  has 
ehewn  her  respect  for  her  text  by  the  decorum  of  her  am» 
plification;  and  those  who  read  Milton,  Klopstock  or  Ges- 
ner  with  pleasure,  will  find  nothing  to  offend  and  much 
to  admire  in  this  her  performance*  She  knows  us  not;  but 
we  say    *  Go  on,  good  girl.' 

*  A  paeris  nullo  officio  aut  disciplina  assuefacti,  mbil 
omnino  contra  voluntatem  faciant.  Caesar  De  Bello  GaU 
ijco.   IV,  1.     In  us.   Delph, 

A  bankruptcy 
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A  bankruptcy  is  the  greatest  good  fortune  in  such 
cases. 

The  times  call  for  other  ideas ;  and  if  parents 
are  too  proud  or  too  thoughtless,  to  believe  or  to 
consider  the  probable  fate  of  their  family,  the 
young  people  ought  to  be  wiser  :  the  fate  of  nations 
is  printed  in  a  legible  type  in  view  of  all  of  us  ;  and 
the  girl  who  practised  crying  matches  in  a  spare 
garret,  because  she  was  persuaded  her  father  was 
wanting  in  affection  and  promised  her  more  than 
he  could  perform,  when  he  said  he  could  provide 
for  her  in  idleness,  is  a  reproof  and  an  example  not 
to  be  slighted.  The  girl  might  have  cried  matches 
at  this  hour,  had  she  been  of  the  race  of  those 
above  described ;  but,  as  may  be  inferred  from  her 
forethought,  she  has  been  found  highly  deserving 
of  a  better  fate. 

Having  thus  far  explained  our  motives  and  ur- 
ged their  importance,  we  must  speak  of  the  execu- 
tion of  our  plan. 

The  work  has  for  its  basis  so  much  truth  that  it 
must  not  pretend  to  rank  with  efforts  of  invention. 
Our  business  has  been  similar  to  that  of  the  com- 
piler in  the  '  Diable  Boiteux'  '  arranger  et  lier  des 
larcins.'  Such  a  mode  of  discipline  as  that  of 
Gertrude  Aubrey  was  practised;  and  excepting 
the  flattery  almost  inseparable  from  a  portrait— 
for  who  appears  homely  on  modern  canvas  ? — she 
is  an  existing  being.  Whatever  regards  tbe  cul- 
ture and  progress  of  her  mind,  whatever  describes 
ber  ieeiings  or  dehvers  her  opinions,  is  truth ;  and 

in 
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in  matters  of  incident,  the  truth  is  approached  as 
nearly  as  consists  with  prudence. 

A  story  was  necessary  to  connect  circumstances 
and  recommend  them  to  attenllon :  it  was  likewise 
requisite  to  shew  how  our  elcvc  would  use  her  ac- 
quired powers;  bat  even  here,  as  little  fiction  as 
possible  is  introduced.  Witli  very  few  exceptions, 
our  characters  are  portraits  and  our  elucidations 
from  real  life ;  but  as  it  is  the  folly  and  not  the 
foolish,  that  we  have  aimed  at,  we  can  say  with 
the  Spectator  that  in  drawing  faulty  characters 
we  have  taken  care  to  dash  them  with  such  parti- 
cular circumstances  as  may  prevent  all  ill-natured 
application. 

Perhaps  some  apology  is  due  to  our  elegant  rea- 
ders for  associating  them  in  the  outset  with  persons 
of  undignified  manners  and  sentiments,  and  for 
having  entered  into  detail  not  obviously  important. 
—A  small  exercise  of  patience  will  justify  us  ;  we 
refine  as  we  run ;  and  our  aim  will  be  perceived. 
Those  readers  who  greet  Nature  v.herever  she  is  to 
be  found,  and  who,  in  other  circumstances,  have 
tolerated  descriptions  of  manners  new  to  them- 
selves, and  evidently  not  congenial  to  those  por- 
traying them,  will  be  content  with  our  drawinor 
ad  vivum. 

We  may  have  fallen  into  undetected  inconsisten- 
cies; but  of  one  we  are  sensible.  When  we  set 
out  on  the  system  of  what  is  jocularly  called  we- 
gotism,  we  knew  not  that  our  name  would  be  de- 
manded : — it  ift  with  the  utmost  repugnance,  with 
00  confidence  in  our  own  powers,  and  with  a  just 

deference 
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deference  for  the  public  opinion,  that  we  submit 
ourselves  to  view;  but,  supported  by  the  integrity 
of  our  intentions,  we  shrink  from  no  tair  reproof; 
we  dread  no  remorse  of  conscience,  even  in  that 
hour  which  must  make  us  feel  unprofitable  deeds 
as  culpable. 

Typographical  errors  have  been  increased  by  a 
distance  from  the  scenes  of  business,  and  our  in- 
accuracies of  punctuation  are  such  as  to  leave  us 
nothing  to  request  but  a  total  disregard  of  it : 
we  wish  these  faults  may  outblaze  those  attributa- 
ble to  our  too  rapid  pen.  Even  in  our  acknow- 
ledged absurd  inconsistency,  there  may  be  in- 
volved another;  we  may  have  blended  wegotism 
and  egotism ;  but  Caesar  writes  *'  dixeram'  and 
*  scripsimus.' 

To  criticism  we  are  exposed  :  to  censure  those 
who  speak  very  plain  truth  are  liable ;  and  perhaps 
of  all  who  ever  preceded  us  in  print,  we  have  the  least 
claim  to  lenity  on  a  comparison  of  our  perform- 
ance with  our  undertaking.  Private  causes  can 
hardly  be  pleaded  in  public  delinquency;  but  if 
our  deservedly  popular  bard  asks  indulgence  under 
the  distraction  of  mind  occasioned  by  friendly  re- 
gret, we  may  hope  for  mercy,  at  least  from  those 
who  have  witnessed  the  almost  momentary  inter- 
ruptions of  our  pen  by  calls  to  alleviate  the  vari- 
ous sufferings  of  others.  In  short,  these  volumes 
have  been  compiled  in  distant  places,  in  health 
and  sickness,  in  enjoyment,  and  in  anxiety,  but 
seldom  in  quiet;  and  the  event  shews,  almost  to 
our  total  dismay,    that    **'  nostri  farrago  libelli' 

is 
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is  a  large  mass  of  desultory  matters,  suggested 
by  casual  recollections  and  occurrences,  not  well 
arranged,  subject  to  the  inaccuracy  of  repetition, 
and  rendered  prolix,  sometimes  by  tlie  request  of 
friends,  and  sometimes,  perhaps,  by  natm'al  infir- 
mity. 

Should  our  readers  see  much  to  disapprove,  yet, 
after  this  submission,  feci  averse  to  condemn,  we 
Mill  most  cheerfully  sink  into  oblivion,  wjU  they 
but  advise  their  young  people  rather  to  spend  their 
time  on  the  New  Testament,  as  the  source  whence 
we  have  borrowed  or  stolen  all  that  is  worth  read- 
ing in  our  volumes. 
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After-thougU  never  good»  The  ignorant  not  ahmy^  to  btame^ 
'when  they  have  had  no  choice  of  being  learned,  Fefnale 
gourmandise.  Stimulants  now  in  fashion,  A  genteel  edu' 
cation,  A  chearful  dwelling  better  than  a  dull  one.  Caprice 
of  dress.  Time  past  not  much  better  than  time  present. 
Manners  of  court  of'  Louis  XIV.  not  quite  so  refined  as 
we  think  thew%  Females  of  last  age^  some  wise,  some  other 
wise.  Anecdote  of  Mrs»  B — ,  the  tragedian.  Distinctions  not 
lost  on  young  people  * 

There  are  decisions  of  the  judgment  Avhich, 
though  not  suggested  by  more  than  ordinary  in-^ 
tellect,  will  stand  the  scrutiny  of  superior  wisdom, 
and  to  which  nothing  can  be  fairly  objected  but 
that  they  occurred  too  late  to  be  of  any  use: 
had  they  presented  themselves  in  the  shape  of 
foresight  rather  than  as  matters  of  experience, 
they  might  have  saved  us  from  error;  but  now, 
reflexion  and  regret  are  *  mere  loss  of  time  and 
hindraace  of  business.' 

VOL.  I.  B  Such 
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Sucli  were  the  decisions  of  the  Countess  of  Lux- 
more,  in  a  very  short  time  after  litr  marriage,  when 
she  drew  a  vexatious  comparison  between  her  na- 
tural lihertv  of  action  as  Miss  'J'oms,  the  daughter 
of  a  London  banker,  and  one  of  the  greatest  of  the 
city-lieiresses,  emancipated  from  all  control  of 
parents,  guardians,  and  good  sense,  and  lier  arti- 
ficial restraint  as  the  neglected  wife  of  a  man  of 
quality,  who  admitted  her  to  share  with  him  little 
more  acquired  ad\antage  than  ids  title  and  liis 
heraldic  bearings. 

That  she  had  contracted  an  alliance,  such  as 
the  world  denominates  very  '  imprudent,'  she 
could  uot  be  long  ignorant;  but  that  the  effects 
were  chargeable  on  the  imprudence,  she  was  not 
disposed  to  admit.  She  told  herself,  and  who 
could  not  have  told  her  ?  that  human  life  is,  as 
her  poor  father  had  often  warned  her,  a  lottery, 
wliere  the  blanks  are  in  tenfold  proportion  to  the 
prizes.  Chance,  1  nek,  fortune,  she  had  taught 
herself  by  habits  of  expression,  to  accept  for  every 
description  of  providential  care,  not  merely  as 
adumbrations  of  that  which  respect  forbids  us'  to 
make  common  phrase,  but  as  the  deities  succeed- 
ing to  Thor  and  Woden,  in  the  superintendance 
of  human  affairs. 

It  is  not  our  fault,  if  Nature  has  been  a  niggarVJ 
to  us  in  the  endowment  of  the  mind :  as  little 
cause  for  boasting  have  we,  if  she  'has  been  libe- 
ral'. Neither  can  we  be  very  heavily  cen'sured  for 
not  having  profited  by  advantages  unknown  in 
our  time;  and,  for  whatever  were  the  deffeiences 
^  '  •     of 
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of  Miss  Toms,  we  must,  in  common  charity,  and 
to  a  certain  extent,  apologise  by  observing,  that 
female  education  was  not  the  fashion  at  that  time 
when  she  might  have  been  improved  by  it :  she 
therefore  calls  for  allowances  ;  and  if  it  be  urged, 
that  even  uneducated,  she  might  have  been  more 
agreeable  than  she  will  be  found,  we  reply,  that 
experience  proves  to  accurate  observers,  that  the 
animal  spirits,  and  the  features,  often  receive 
their  character  from  the  discipline  of  our  earliest 
years,  and  that  to  deprive  us  of  our  chearfulness 
is  to  take  the  win^s  from  our  duties. 

If  any  of  the  spoiled  children  of  our  time,  they 
whose  talents  cannot  put  forth  a  germ,  unper- 
ceived  and  unfostered,  nay,  perhaps,  not  even  un- 
anticipated, arc  inclined  to  look  with  disdain, 
instead  of  gratitude,  on  those  who  wish  to  make 
them  what  is  called  '  wiser'  than  themselves,  let 
them  recollect,  and  wait  for  our  proof  of  the  fact, 
that  females  have  been  but  newly  indulged  as  they 
are  now ;  and  that,  should  the  next  generation  of 
females  be  taught  military  tactics  and  the  Chinese 
language,  the  young  of  the  present  day  may  have 
to  ask  the  candour  they  now  refuse.  Education, 
like  dres5,  is  in  ordinary  minds  to  be  accounted 
for  by  a  reference  to  fashion ;  and  if  the  fashioa 
was  followed,  and  not  chosen  by  ourselves,  the 
fardingale,  and  the  art  of  raising  pie-crust,  are 
entitled  to  as  much  respect  as  the  Grecian  cos- 
tume, and  the  art  of  china-painting. 

And  even,  if  talents  may  sometimes  be  procured 
by  inheritance,  Miss  Toms  had  still  a  small  chance 
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of  possessing  any  ;  and  if  they  must  be  encouraged 
before  tliey  can  discover  tlicujselves,  she  stands  as 
fairly  excused ;  for  she  hud  not  so  niucli  encourage- 
ment as  that  of  opposition  to  assist  her.  Some 
fastidious  people,  indeed,  may  fancy  that  there  is 
an  activity  of  goodness  in  every  sound  heart,  an 
activity  connected  with  a  simple  sense  of  duty, 
and  guided  by  the  common  behests  of  consci- 
ence— tliat  not  one  in  a  thousand  of  us  perhaps 
has  o-enius,  but  that  there  are  few  who  have  not 
some  pulse,  some  power,  or  some  wish  that  raises 
them  from  inanition,  and  that  it  needs  nothing 
but  a  retrospect  to  that  law,  which  we  acknow- 
ledge as  our  rule,  to  learn  that  we  must  give  an 
account  of  the  interest  we  make  of  all,  even  the 
very  little,  that  may  have  been  committed  to  our 
charge. 

But,  perhaps,  reasoning  was  not  in  fashion  in 
the  youth  of  Miss  Toms:  these  ideas  had  no  spon- 
taneous existence  in  her  mind ;  and  slie  had, 
poor  girl !  no  one  near  to  impart  them.  She  had 
lost  her  mother,  almost  at  lier  birth:  the  good 
lady,  whose  tastes  were  rather  wayward,  had  pre- 
ferred, too  early  in  her  state  of  convalescence,  the 
glorious  pleasure  of  the  palate  to  the  tardy  satis- 
faction of  forbearance,  and  she  paid  onhj  her  life 
for  four  square  inches  of  toasted  cheese.  We 
shudder  at  suicide — we  talk  of  its  heinousness  — 
we  execrate  it.  What  shall  we  say  to  a  woman, 
who  at  any  time  makes  eating  a  pleasure? — What 
shall  we  not  say  of  her,  who  not  yet  fully  invested 
with  tlie  office  of  a  mother,  can  forego  its  delights, 

and 
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and  forget  her  infant,  for  a  gratification  of  the 
lowest  kind,  and  which  leaves  no  trace  but  in  the 
injury  to  hex  then  sacred  trust,  her  health  ? — The 
bridegroom,  who  invited  his  friend  to  see  his 
tigress  eat,  was  hardly  dealt  with  by  the  instan- 
taneous claim  of  a  separate  maintenance.  There 
are  vices  which  are  in  tliemselves  an  outlawry, 
and  surely  this  is  one. 

Is  it  possible  that  any  lady  can  like  eating?  says 
my  pretty  little  starveling  neighbour,  who  diets  with 
the  sparrows.  Certainly  it  is  a  great  pleasure  to 
some,  even  of  the  present  day.  Observe  Miss 
Womanly,  tiie  Aliss  CramwellS;  Mrs.  Hautgout, 
and  half  those  who  make  up  the  chorus  of  large 
dinner  parties,  where  the  table  must  be  filled,  and 
where  we  make  agreement  with  our  next  neigh- 
bour, ^  I  have  let  you  eat  your  soup,  will  you 
indulge  me  by  letting  me  eat  this  wing  of  a  fowl  T 
— The  first  of  these  ladies,  at  thirteen,  brags  of 
the  turtle  dinners  she  has  partaken,  and  can  dis- 
sertate on  the  various  flavors  of  the  various  ani- 
mal.— The  eldest  Miss  Cramwell  makes  it  her 
rule  to  *  taste  of  every  thing ;'  while  her  sister  is 
confident  she  can  detect  every  innredient  in  a  made- 
dish. — Mrs.  Hautgout  has  her  venison-closet,  to 
which  her  husband  very  justifiably  orders  her, 
whenever  the  haunch  has  been  kept  to  please  her 
palate;  and  all  these  ladies  will  *  take  wine'  at 
table,  till  prudent  men,  in  common  charity  to 
them,  forbear  the  temptation,  and  bow  in  silence 
when  it  is  forced  on  them. 


6  THE  COUNTESS  AND  GERTRUDE. 

'  As  to  wine,'  says  Lady  Smellcork,  '  I  see  no 
harm  in  a  little.  I  detest  eating  as  much  as  any 
body  can.  I'm  sure  1  don't  get  an  ounce  of  meat 
down  in  a  week — my  stomacii  turns  at  the  sight 
of  victuals ;  but  God  knows  what  would  become 
of  us  all  without  Port  and  Madeira  !  I  had  it  from 
my  cradle;  and  I  certainly  shall  not  leave  it  off 
now.' 

We  believe  you,  good  lady ;  but  the  effects  pro- 
duced in  you,  and  in  others,  who  have  been  treated 
with  Port  wine  from  their  cradle,  will  not  recom- 
mend the  practice,  unless  the  impunity  with  which 
you  swallow  a  bottle  of  Madeira  at  a  sitting,  be 
a  convenience.     That  physician  would  deserve  the 
thanks  of  the  community,  who  should,  except  in 
special  cases,  forbid  the  practice  of  giving  wine  to 
infants :  the  circulation  of  the  blood  in  children 
wants  no  accelerating :  the  constitution  loses  the 
benelit  it  might,  in  need,  derive  from  an  untried 
medicine :   the  dose  must  be  enlarged  every  time 
it  [is  called  for,  and  hence  much  of  the  present 
prevailing  and  deleterious  practice  resorted  to,  in 
the  failure  of  animal  spirits.     None  but  medical 
men  know  how  very  common  is  the  practice  of 
taking  ardent  spirits,  among  w^omen  of  rank,   and 
tl.ose  often  very  young  women.     It  is  fact,  and  we 
will  not  scruple  to  disclose  it,  that  the  brandy- bottle* 
is  sent  to  the  apothecary  to  be  drugged,  that  it  may. 
rank  as  medicine.     All  the  various  nervous  resorts 
from  camphor,   red  lavemicr,  essential  oils,  aether, 
up,  or  down  if  you  please,  to  liollu  opium,  are  gra- 
dations 
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dations  too  nearly  allied  to  those  by  which  tlie  rea- 
son is  undermined,  and  the  moral  character  de- 
stroyed*. If  there  vrcre  security  in  acting 
honestly,  we  might  iiave  some  hope ;  but  want 
of  shame  is  a  dangerous  species  of  honesty  :  and 
]\Iiss  Belvedere,  who  accounts  for  her  charming 
spirits  at  last  ball,  by  a  double  dose- of  laudanum, 
taken  after  she  had  put  on  her  rouge,  is  no  safer 
in  her  practice  than  ^Irs.  Calx,  whose  alcohol  is 
charged  in  her  house-book  by  any  name  but  its 
own.  But  this  is  ilot  the  practice  in  its  most 
terrific  form.  We  have  just  learnt,  that  *  a  pretty 
present"  for  a  young  lady  at  school,  is  a  medicine- 
chest,  elegantly  fitted  up,  containing  essences 
and  extracts  of  various  descriptions,  and  French 
brandy !  Instances  have  occurred  where  the  young 
lady  has  been  cautioned  ^  to  say  nothing  on  the 
subject,  but  to  take  just  a  little'  of  these  good 
thins^s  whenever  she  finds  herself  low.  What  are 
iiqifeurs,  between  the  courses  of  a  dinner,  com- 
pared to  these  comforts  for  youth  ? 

*  The  use  of  opiates,  as  stimulants,  in  the  ordinary  occu- 
pations of  life,  is  growing  alarming.  A  medical  friend  of 
ours  was  employing  a  smith  :  he  asked  him  what  he  would 
have  to  drink, — '  Something  out  of  the  shop,  if  you  please, 
Sir:'  was  his  answer.  W'lien  asked  MVIiat?'  he  chose 
laudanum  ;  and  having  taken  a  quantity  scarcely  credible, 
he  held  out  his  hand,  and,  with  a  begging  face,  sai({,  '  And 
now,  Sir,  if  you  please,  a  bit  of  the  solid' — this  was  opium, 
and  he  was  indulged.  There  are  hair-dressers  and  laundresses 
in  London,  who  cannot  begin  their  work  vvithout  two- 
pennyworth  of  what  they  call  Lodrfy — they  say  it  goes  far- 
ther than  Geneva, 

We 
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We  return  to  IMiss  Toms.  The  little  heiress 
who,  as  an  aukward  care,  gave  little  joy  to  her 
surviving  parent,  was  removed  from  her  father's 
house  of  business  where  she  was  born,  to  the  tene- 
ment of  a  nurse  on  Bethnal  Green,  and  thus 
jafForded  Mr.  Toms  a  happy  opportunity  of  being 
witty,  in  comparing  her  to  the  heroine  of  the  ob- 
solete ballad  connected  with  this  rural  spot ;  and 
also  of  hinting  at  future  greatness,  by  his  equal 
ability,  with  the  beggar  of  the  song,  to  ^  vie 
angels'— understand,  reader,  ten-shiliing-pieces, 
not  celestial  beings,  with  any  lord  in  Christendom. 

At  Bethnal  Green  Miss  Nancy  was  kept,  till  a 
maiden-aunt,   on  reporting  a  visit  of  inspection, 

closed  her   detail   with *  And    I  declare   to 

goodness,  brother,  beside  her  bad  words,  1  saw 
her  get  up  on  a  jack-ass,  behind  a  chimney- 
sweeper !'  Under  a  conviction  that  this,  at  five 
years  old,  was  rather  indecorous  for  a  young  lady 
^  who  was  to  have  so  much  money,'  she  was  rc-^ 
moved  by  her  aunt,  and,  with  a  new  wardrobe, 
and  the  intimation  that  a  great  honour  was  con- 
ferred, sent  to  a  school  behind  the  church  of  Strat- 
ford le  Bow. 

If,  as  we  have  hinted,  first  impressions  have  any 
effect  on  the  future  hue  of  the  mind.  Miss  Toms  $ 
may  be  traced  back  to  the  characteristic  dulness 
of  this  mansion  of  instruction,  the  windows  of 
which,  divided  intp  compartments  by  stone-work, 
and  crossed  and  recrossed  by  alternations  of  lead 
and  iron,  might  reasonably  have  been  complained 
of,  as  excluding  the  sight  of  enlivening  objects,  but 

enlivening 
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enlivening  objects  there  were  none  to  see :  and 
meagre  poverty  and  its  thousand  cares — cares 
from  which  the  mind  of  an  instructor  ought  to  be 
exempt,  were  the  inmates  of  the  house,  and  the 
occupation  of  those  who  professed  there  to  train 
the  youth  of  their  own  sex.  They  did  not  indeed 
talk  of  ^  useful  elegance  and  liberal  virtue,'  as  the 
horizon  of  their  endeavours :  they  did  not  write 
over  their  door  Miscuit  utile  dulci :  they  did  not 
c\ren  nick-name  their  house;  but  they  did  not  doubt 
they  could  make  Miss  Toms  '  a  very  genteel  young 
kdy.' 

Without  gaiety,  life  may  be  passed  in  perfect 
satisfaction ;  but  without  chearfulness,  it  is  hard 
to  be  content.  The  pleasure  of  a  clean,  light, 
and  well  arranged  house,  communicates  itself  to 
the  possessor,  and  is  diffused  to  all  who  partake 
or  who  visit  it.  It  is  a  species  of  comfort  felt 
and  understood  by  all,  and  makes  a  cottage  as 
much  an  object  of  envy  as  a  palace ;  nay,  per- 
haps, it  is  more  conspicuous  in  the  lowly  than  in 
the  ostentatious  dwelling.  In  the  rage  for  change, 
and  the  capricious  resumption  of  discarded  in- 
conveniences, let  us  earnestly  deprecate,  as  pecu- 
liarly hostile  to  our  social  feelings,  a  resort  to 
the  dim  light  and  chilling  want  of  ventilation, 
which  may  still  be  contemplated  behind  the  church 
of  Stratford  le  Bow,  and  nearer  at  hand,  in  some 
modern  specimens  of  our  imitation  of  King  James's 
gothic.  We  would  forbear  the  hint,  if  we  saw 
that  having  once  adopted  what  is  good,  is  a  se- 
curity against  extreme  avidity  in  seeking  the  re- 
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verse ;  but  our  very  cloaths  bear  ^vitness  against 
us.  Not  long  ago,  we  had  dressed  ourselves  in 
all  the  elegant  simplicity  of  classic  taste :  dress 
was  becoming  in  all  polished  cities,  a  sort  of  uni- 
versal language :  when  the  first  rage  was  over, 
we  had  accommodated  the  style  to  our  country 
and  to  the  state  ot  society,  and  women  could  be 
respectable  in  their  appearance  witiiout  deviating 
from  fashion ;  when,  on  a  sudden,  the  flowing 
line  was  changed  for  peaks  and  angles,  and  the 
tombs  of  Westminster  abbey  seemed  to  furnish  our 
ideas.  No  credit  attached  to  the  change.  Even 
the  most  scrupulous  had  been  convinced  that  we 
could  be  Grecian  without  being  meretricious'; 
and  they  certainly  did  not  applaud  us  for  our  reJ- 
treat  to  the  Gothic  ^'. 

*  We  would  not,  for  any  credit  our  taste  mijTht  gain,  he 
understood  as  approving,  even  in  comparison  with  our  very 
worst  fashions,  the  French  antique^  which  we  have  witnesserT; 
and  at  which  we  have,  on  more  feelings  than  one,  shuddered. 

It  is  matter  of  fact,  that  Lady was  obliged  to  thrqv 

a  sbawl  over  the  exposed  person  of  her  daughter,  to  stop  tluj 
hissos  of  a  theatre.  It  was  a  revolution  in  sentiment,  as  well 
as'  in  dress,  that  had  then  been  attempted.  Before  that 
period,  it  may  be  observed,  our  cloaths  had  been  the  of)- 
iect;  and  that,  which  should  best  exhibit  their  materials  aiid 
their  form,  was  the  best  fashion  :  tlie  hoop,  the  stomacher, 
the  ^kevc,  the  shape  of  the  head,  nay  tiie  shoes,  were  made 
to  carry  and  display  ornaments.  Fashion,  or  something 
else,  changed  the  direction  of  the  eye  towards  us ;  and  our 
outline,  nay,  our  skin,  became  matter  of  curiosity.  .  We, 
ourselves,  heard  the  daughter  of  a  clergyman  in  the  country, 
sav,  when  speaking  in  praise  of  the  then  fashion,  that  '  she 
liked  people  should  be  able  to  guess  whereabouts  she  was  in 
licr  cloaths' — and,  indeed,    it  was  a  guess  safely  ventured; 

At 
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At  sixteen,  IMiss  Nancy  was  taken  from  school, 
and  established  as  mistress  of  her  father's  house, 
in  order  to  rescue  the  concerns  of  it  from  the  de~ 
predations  of  his  two  domestics,  who,  having 
married,  had  thus  one  common  interest,  not  ex- 
actly according  with  that  of  their  principal.  He 
had  not  seen  her  since  her  last  great  shoot  of  per- 
son, and  being  rather  a  little  man  himself,  he  was 
prodigiously  gratified  by  her  uncommon  height 
To  all  who  asked  after  '  Miss,'  he  replied,  in  terms 
of  exultation  at  her  size ;  and,  estimating  her  by 
the  proportion  of  bone  she  carried  about  her,  he 
thought  her  *  an  amazing  fine  girl,'  and  began 
to  be  proud  of  her.  Not  at  all  unlike  was  his 
pride  to  that  of  the  hedge-sparrow,  or  water 
wag-tail,  which  has  had  the  honour  of  rearing  a 
cuckow. 

She  had  brought  home  a  very  slight  tincture 
of  the  very  slight  accomplishments  taught  behind 
the  church  of  Stratford  le  Bow:  their  number 
might,  perhaps,  have  been  lessened,  could  any 
one  connected  with  her  have  made  a  selection; 
but  when  asked  ^  Is  Miss  to  learn  this?'  and 
'Should  not  a  young  lady  of  such  gvedX  fortin 
be  instructed  in  this  r'  the  maiden  aunt,  with 
summary  decision — at  all  times  the  readiest  way 
of  getting  rid  of  the  ^pro  and  cori  of  a  business 
— saved  herself  and  her  brother  trouble,  and  a 
penny-worth  of  postage,  by  saying,  'Nance  had 
better  learn  every  thing.'  The  first  seven  years 
therefore  produced  a  hornpipe,  exhibited  with  a 
shepherdess's   crook — the  minuet  in  Sampson— 

*My 
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*  My  heart's  my  own,  my  uill  is  free' — and  a  map 
of  England  and  Wales,  done  in  marking-stitch  on 
fine  white  canvas,  in  which  *  St.  Gorge's  chanel,' 
and  the    counties   of    '  Lester,'    *  Lincon,'    and 

*  Buckenham,'  stood  forth  conspicuous  proofs  of 
accurate  orthography.  These  fruits,  w  ith  a  series 
of  official  letters,  written  on  ruled  paper,  and 
copied  from  a  slate  filled  for  her,  informing  *  Dear 
and  honoured  Papa'  of  her  health,  and  the  *  ap- 
proaching holydays,'  formed  the  value  received  for 
about  thirty-tive  pounds  a  year  of  his  money  *. 

It  is  an  infirmity  of  increasing  age  to  suppose 
human  nature  in  a  state  of  decadence,  and  to  re- 
fer to  time  past,  as  time  to  be  imitated.  Nothing 
can  be  a  more  complete  delusion :  every  age  pro- 
bably appears,  to  those  who  live  in  it,  tlie  worst 
ever  known  t,  and  fears  are  entertained  by  every 
generation  of  human  beings,  and  on  foundations, 
not  obviously  slight,    that  ruin  must    close  the 

*  Of  much  more  recent  date  than  IMiss  Toms's  edu- 
cation, is  a  pleasure  we  once  experienced  in  hearing  a 
lady,  educated  at  rather  a  better  school,  teach  lier  little  boy 
elocution.  Gay's  Fable  of  the  Old  lien  and  the  Cock  was 
the",  exercise,  and  great  were  the  ))ains  bestowed  on  making 
'  Master'  when  iie  ciune  lu  the  last  line,  pronounce  it — 
'  Bat  FOR  my  motlier's  prohibition  T  We  could  almost  have 
supposed  the  same  lad}^  had  tau[Tht  the  reverend  gentlemen, 
who  make',  tlie  Irprosy  of  Naaman  cleave  to  Geluizi  for  ever, 
as  well  as  to  his  oflspring,  and,  who  turn  St.  Peter's  ques- 
tion j  *  Wliat  glory  is  it  V  into  *  What  glory  Is  it !' 

t  1 1  was  the  opinion  of  the  hite  Lord  Mansfield,  that  vice 
«id  not  vary  in  its  quantity,  but  apportioned  iifrjf  variously 
;imong«t  the  iieveral  clas.">es  of  society. 

scene 
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scene  before  us.  The  preceding  ages,  indeed, 
have  passed  safely  over,  bat  this  does  not  prove, 
nor  does  any  thing  we  can  trace  in  history  prove, 
that  those  who  flourished  in  them  were  free  from 
our  fears.  Thus  it  is  in  morals  ;  and  to  descend 
to  manners,  we  cannot  find  out  that  in  the  time 
of  Miss  Toms's  education,  or  even  of  her  grand- 
mother's, the  manners  of  young  persons  were  at 
all  better  than  now  ;  and  in  cultivation  of  intel- 
lect certainly  they  would  bear  no  comparison.  If 
we  had  been  asked  at  what  time,  and  in  what 
country,  women  might  have  appeared  to  the  most 
advantage,  we  should  perhaps  have  replied, 
that  setting  the  virtues  out  of  the  question,  the 
court  of  Louis  XIV  must  have  afforded  the  finest 
field  for  manners  and  accomplishments.  But  we 
stand  corrected  by  having  read  the  memoirs  of 
^lademoiselle  de  ^lontpensier  daughter  to  Gas- 
ton Duke  of  Orleans,  the  younger  brother  of 
Louis  XIIL,  and  son  of  Henry  IV.  Tlie  first 
heiress  of  France,  and  the  fiist  match  in  the  world, 
as  slie  was  esteemed,  one  would  imagine  that  if 
education  had  ever  been  an  object,  it  here  would 
have  been  perfect ;  but  one  more  completely 
trumpery,  or  a  more  incongruous  mind  than  it 
made  out  of  a  character,  neither  destitute  of 
strong  sense,  nor  of  singular  qualities,  can  rarely 
be  found.  We  would  recommend  everyone  who  is 
disposed  to  refer  us  for  examples  to  the  latter  half 
of  the  seventeenth  century,  to  contemplate  the  cha- 
racters of  the  many  ladies  who  make  a  conspicuous 
figure   in   the   memoirs   of  Madcmoi-elle.     The 

scene 
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scene  at  the  death  of  our  unhajjpy  Princess,  wife 
to  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  that  of  the  queen  mother  *, 
and  tlie  funeral  of  the  wife  of  Louis  XlVf-  pi'ove 
at  least,  beyond  all  question,  that  the  French 
ought  to  be  the  most  ceremonious  people  on  earth; 
the  instant  their  trammels  are  taken  off,  they  shew 
tliemselves  to  a  great  disadvantage. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  intellect  can  hardly  be 
cultivated  to  any  purpose,  without  a  visible  effect  on 
the  manners  ;  and  that  therefore  we  may,  notwith- 
standing the  many  exceptions  we  are  compelled  to 
admit,  claim  some  advantage  over  past  ages.  One 
good  result  has  certainly  been  obtained  by  the  dif- 
fusion of  knowledge  ;  women  possessing  it,  do  not 
tliink  themselves  privileged  to  depart  from  the 
practice  of  the  world  :  there  is  no  affectation  of 
superiority  where  the  enjoyment  of  any  thing  is  in 
the  power  of  many  ;  and  not  to  omit  the  decencies 
of  life,  is  a  point  with  those  who,  some  years  ago, 
might  have  claimed  exemptions. 
,  That  the  last  century  produced  women  of  ta- 
lents, who  must  at  any  period  of  time  have  been 
distinguished,  the  press  has  afforded  irrefragable 
proofs ;  some  of  these  possessed  a  greater  or  less 

*  Of  this  lady's  personal  neatness,  which  was  always  a 
trait  of  her  character,  Mademoizelle  gives  a  striking  proof: 
she  says — '  Ldrsqu'on  lui  mit  Icssaintes  huiles  aux  oreilles 
elle  dit  a  la  Madame  de  Fliex,  Icvez  bien  mcs  cornettcs,  de 
peur  que  ces  huiles  n'y  toiichent,  parce  qu'ellcs  sentiroient 
inauvais.' 

t  Lcs  mousquetaires  qui  la  mencront,  chasscrcnt  dans'la 
plaine  de  St.  Denis ;  et  on  rit  beaucoup  dans  les  carrosses. 

degree 
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degree  of  learning,  some  talents,  some  good 
sense ;  but  all  of  them  were  companions  for  men 
of  literature.  Still,  however,  they  bore  a  very 
small  proportion  to  the  mass  of  females  in  this 
country.  While  one  daughter  of  a  family  had,  by 
her  own  industry  and  application,  rendered  herself, 
to  common  apprehension,  a  prodigy,  it  was  not 
unusual  for  all  tlie  rest  to  be  deplorably  ignorant; 
and  it  has  not  unfrequently  been  the  mortilication 
of  a  sensible  girl,  to  see  a  brother  bring  home  a 
wife  almost  as  ignorant  as  the  cook-maid.  To  be 
driven  to  the  direful  necessity  of  writing  a  letter, 
was,  when  the  misfortune  of  a  timid  mind,  to 
undergo  the  hazard  of  a  nervous  fever  :  the  pen 
must  be  taken  up  as  it  was  left  by  the  last  occu- 
pier, and  not  all  the  aid  of  the  best  speUing  book  in 
the  English  language,  Entick's  Dictionary,  could 
give  certainty  in  orthography  ;  the  monosyllables, 
not  suspected  of  power  to  puzzle,  escaped  scrutiny, 
and  consequently  betrayed  the  writer,  while  all 
the  miserable  chance-medley  of  punctuation,  and 
the  mis-placed  grenadier  corps  of  capital  letters, 
gave  reason  to  suppose  that  the  ear  had  decided 
in  one  case,  and  the  eye  in  the  other.  On 
the  contrary,  now^  to  write  ill  or  incorrectly  is 
disgraceful,  and  not  to  have  ideas  in  the  mind  to 
lill  a  sheet  of  paper,  would  argue  a  sad  defect. 
In  other  points  of  attainment,  we  are  greatly  im- 
proved, be  our  quantum  of  real  goodness  what  it 
may;  and  surely  it  is  better  to  do  things  well 
than  ill.  Nothing  above  the  keepers  of  a  Tow-inn 
or  retail  shop,  would  be  content  with  their  daugh- 
ter's 
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ter's  squalling  a  vulgar  love  song,  or  decorating 
thdr  Sunday  roOiii  with  a  tawdry  piece  of  em- 
broidery *, 

The  demands  made  on  young  ladies,  when  Miss 
Toms  w  as  at  school,  were  not  rigorous ;  but  if 
ever  she  was  warned  of  her  deficiencies,  she  had 
a  ready  reply  in  her  knowledge  of  the  wealth  to 
which  she  was  born.  She  might  have  been  told  a 
plain  truth — '  There  are  things  which  money  can- 
not buy  ;' — but  nobody  at  Stratford  le  Bow  knew 
that :  it  is  a  late  discovery,  and  one  which  tends 
so  admirably  to  settle  the  value  of  bullion  in  the 
market,  that  it  cannot  be  too  early  unfolded,  or 
too  often  recalled  to  the  minds  of  the  rising  gene- 
ration :  for,  grief  to  say,  though  we  live  not  in  a 
sordid 'dgid,  children,  much  too  young  to  collect 
such  artificial  ideas,  have  very  soon  a  notion  of 
the  superiority  implied  by  money  and  its  represen- 
tatives, fine  clothes,  a  fine  house,  a  fine  carriage, 
and,  above  all,  a  service  of  plate,  or  those  pre- 
cursors of  aspiring  pride,  and  as  often  of  de- 
grading bankruptcy,  the  silver  dishes  at  the  corners 
of  mama's  table. 

•  We  lecture  the  young  people  of  the  present  day,  if  of 
our  own  sex,  with  *  When  I  was  a  girl,  such  and  such  deco- 
rums were  observed/     But  there  were,  even  then,  exceptions 

to  decorum.     The  celebrated  Mrs.  B ,  the  tragedian,  was 

niece  to  a  woman  whom  an  imprudent  match  had  raised  to 
affluence  ;  tu  gain  a  husband  for  Ijer,  was  the  aunt's  endea- 
vour :  a  young  man,  with  sober  habits,  and  a  taste  for  music, 
was  fixed  on ;  she  was  set  down  to  needle  work  in  full  view, 
with  *  the  Practice  of  Piety'  conspicuous  in  her  work-basket, 
and  being  bid  to  sing,  she  obeyed — we  cannot  record  the  song 
-^we  bhouhi  not  be  credited — the  fish  would  not  bite. 

CHAP. 
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CHAPtER  11. 

An  leiress*s  dCbut.  Manners  not  uhvays  the  same.  A  sordid 
education.  A  stepnlavghter  in  fault  /  How  to  make  a  cross 
husband  crosser.  Good  advice  to  a  son-in-law.  An  oppj^essed 
innocent.  How  to  make  Sunday  odious.  Morning  ninuse^ 
ments.     Chance  of  matrimon}/.     Taste  for  music.     Portrait 

'   of  a  concert.     Importance  of  public  singers.     Anecdotes, 

If  such  had  been  the  cultivation  of  our  heiresses 
mind,  we  may  pretty  accurately  guess  the  crop 
produced.  The  death  of  her  maiden  aunt,  and  the 
inertion  of  her  father,  invested  her,  on  assuming 
hel:  station,  with  despotic  authority.  He  was  habi- 
tually, but  if  habits  inherited  can  excuse,  pardon- 
ably, sordid  in  his  ideas  and  manners  ;  his  love  of 
gain  amounted,  almost  without  his  being  conscious 
of  it,  to  covetousness ;  but  as  this  propensity  does 
not  necessarily  imply  parsimony,  he  was  exempt 
from  some  of  that  solicitude  to  keep  his  gains 
together,  which  would  have  restrained  his  Nancy's 
expences  :  she  had  carte  blanche  on  the  house'; 
and  provided  she  took  care  to  have  his  breakfast, 
dinner,  and  supper  at  the  hours  that  suited  him, 
and  of  a  kind  that  as  he  said  *  might  repay  him 
for  the  fag  of  the  day,'  she  might  do  whatever 
pleased  her :  on  two  points  only,  did  he  presume 
.to  offer  counsel— he  advised  her  '  not  to  be  idle'-^ 
and  ^  to  go  to  church  whenever  it  did  not  rain,  on 
VOL.  J.  c  the 
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the  Sunday.'  The  reason  for  the  first  admonition, 
was,  lie  said,  to  keep  liis  stockings  and  shirts  in 
repair — for  the  second,  he  urged  the  superior 
chance  of  gcttino;  '  a  real  good  liusband,'  and  one 
who  would  take  care  of  her  money.  Places  of 
public  amuscn)ent,  he  confessed,  were  not  so 
ti^reeablc  to  him  as  *  looking  over  the  books,'  and 
there  was  nothing  to  be  got  there  but '  fine  fellows, 
who  never  knew  the  earning  of  a  guinea,  and 
therefore  would  never  know  how  to  keep  one.' 
Nancy  was  not  disobedient;  she  put  one  shirt  out 
of  a  set,  into  her  \\ork-basket ;  and  m  hen  papa 
asked — '  ^Vell,  Nance,  how  many  shirts  more  to 
make  r'  he  supposed  the  solitary  garment  a  sam- 
ple. She,  duly  as  the  Sabbath  returned,  put  on 
her  last  new  decorations,  and  repaired  to  the  pa- 
rish church,  and,  at  two  o'clock,  when  the 
dinner  drew  her  father  home  from  the  coffee- 
house, or  up  from  ^  the  books,'  she  reported  as 
many  of  the  congregation  as  her  observation  had 
reached.  Thus  habituated  to  the  discharge  of  a 
7'digious  duti/y  slie  continued  the  custom  for  a 
whole  year,  when  perceiving  that  nobody  who 
eould  get  out  of  London,  remained  in  it  on  that 
day  of  the  week,  she  prevailed  on  her  father  to 
dispense  with  the  necessity  when  it  was  cold  wea- 
ther, or  vvet  weather,  or  weather  that  might  be 
cold,  or  miglit  be  wet ;  and  to  substitute  for  it 
the  seeing  a  little  company,  and  making  a  yearly 
excursion  out  of  town. 

IS'Iiss  Toms,  having  the  credit  of  passing  for 
four  years  older  than  she  was,  went  through  all 

th^ 
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the  ceremonial  of  a  less  confined  mode  of  life  with 
perfect  steadiness  and  self-possession.  She  took 
the  old  gentleman  to  all  the  amusements  she 
>vished  to  partake,  or  if  he  was  disinclined,  she 
soon  went  alone ;  and  learning  in  the  course  of 
one  winter,  that  the  west  end  of  the  town  was  the 
best,  she  divided  herself  between  such  entertain- 
ments as  the  great  allow  the  little  to  help  to 
maintain,  and  those  which  the  recollection  of  his 
*  one  rich  daughter,'  made  her  father's  friends 
emulously  provide  for  them. 

A  very  laudable  degree  of  refinement  has  de- 
prived us  of  that  knowledge  of  manners  which 
was  transmitted  by  the  old  genteel  comedy ;  and 
as  those  works  of  imagination  which  come  under 
the  description  of  novels  and  romances,  contain 
more  frequently  portraits  of  fictitious  beings,  act- 
ing according  to  the  fancy  of  the  writer,  than 
real  delineations  of  human  nature  as  it  has  ex- 
isted :  the  memory  of  the  Nestors  of  the  age  be- 
comes the  only  record  of  that  which  passed  in  the 
generations  immediately  preceding  us  *. 

What  our  ancestors  were  content  with,  it  is 
however  gratifying  to  an  enquiring  mind  to  know  ; 
and  it  tends  in  some  measure,  if  not  to  our  mode- 
ration, to   our  right  judgment  of  the  incessant, 

♦  Let  no  one  be  misled  into  an  opinion  that  the  writings, 
'even  of  Richardson,  give  us  the  manners  of  the  time.  A 
Tcry  well  informed  friend  of  ours  assures  us,  that  her  mother, 
in  whose  middle  age  they  were  the  most  popular,  considered 
their  manners  as  being  no  more  like  those  of  her  time,  than 
they  now  appear  like  those  of  the  present  day, 

C  S  but 
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but  silent  step  of  time,  when  wc  look  back  to 
the  point  whiqli  ho  had  reached  between  c^rt^ih 
periods. 

■"  Regretting  the  loss  of  an^  species  of  informa- 
tion that  Ctin  make  us  acquainted  witli  matter  of 
fabt,  but  not  at  all  wishing  to  restore  polluted 
fountains,  wc  Avrll  recollect  a  little  of  what  oral 
tradition  has  taught  us  were  parts  of  domestic 
manners  and  habits,  in  the  r^nk  of  life  in  which 
j\liss  Toms  rose  on  the  world.  AVe  will  speak  of 
the  faniily  of  I\Irs.  Toms,  who  had  brought  her 
husband  a  fortune,  esteemed  large  for  that  time 
• — ten  tlionsand  pounds. 

Nothing  could  have  been  narrower  than  •\frs. 
Toms's  education :  her  daughter's  was  '  classical' 
feompared  t6  ^iti  The  })arent  had  su fibred,  from 
her  birth,  all  that  sort  of  discipline,  or  rather 
Oppression, '  whith  just  stops^  short  of  murder. 
She  was  untov\ardiy  born  wht^n  her  father  had 
'wound  up 'Ws  affairs,'  and  made  his  will:  she 
was  born  when  he  was  retiring  from  the  fatigues 
of  the  law,'  to  a* house  he  had  built  in  the  keenest 
Exposure  that' four  miles  north  of  London  affords  ; 
and,'  in  Con'^eqVience  of  the  projected  remove,  the 
house  in  whi'ch'^feh^"  first  saft^tlie  li^cHt,  was  let,  as 
it  is  termed,' *  c?ver  her  'h6ad.'  The  change  of 
dwellin^jj  had  been  planned,  so  as  to  have  avoided 
this  ''coalitloii  of  ; distresses ';'  out,  perhaps,  the 
auxiet)/;  ^1x1;  bustle  it. hVpught^/defe^^  the  inten- 
tion ;  for  ^rnama  vv-as//.iW  in  the  conclusion  of 
her  cares^  4nd  the  unwelc(!)me  intruder  came  six 
weeks  too  s'obn— little,  delicate,  and  black-eyed: 
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If  any  thing  conld  have  put  in  good  humour  a 
Hian  who  never  was  so,  tlie  chikl's  bemg  a  boy 
might  have  contributed  to  the  desirable  purpose, 
as  it  would,  in  some  measure,  have  secured 
liim  against  the  solicitude  consequent  on  the  weak 
health  of  his  only  son  ;  but  a  girl  she  was,  and 
being,  as  soon  as  she  was  moveable,  carried  to  this 
northern  villa,  she  was  frozen  for  lire. 
.  Among  the  arrangements  of  this  famil}^,  one 
which  marks  strongly  the  difference  of  manners, 
was  the  sending  the  son,  who  had  all  the  qualities 
and  recommendations  of  a  gentleman,  at  a  boy's 
age,  into  Yorkshire  for  education,  with  the  parti- 
cular view  of  curing  him  of  daintiness  in  eating. 
Forgive  us  if  we  here  anticipate  by  remarking 
the  eftect  of  this  care.  His  mother,  when  he  was 
afterwards  living  at  home,  would  give  four  shillings 
a  pound,  a  sum  equal  certainly  to  seven  now,,  for 
fresh  salmon  for  his  supper,  and  paid  thankfully  a 
hundred  times  the  regular  price  to  get  a  pidgeoa 
pie  baked  for  him  at  an  unseasonable  hour ;  he 
complained  that  fillet  of  veal  set  his  teeth  on  edge, 
and  was  sure  he  could  discover  by  Ids  palate  from 
which  side  of  the  breast  of  a  turkey  he  was  helped. 
Execrable  as  is  all  tlie  modern  kitchen  lore  so 
])ractically  professed  by  our  men  of  fashion,  is  it 
worse  than  this  silly  voluptuousness,  and  its  more 
silly  indulgence  by  a  silly  mother  ?  who  to  fulfd 
completely  her  duties,  as  her  children  grew  up, 
connived  at,  and  furnished  the  means  for  a  species 
of  enjoyment  fo^  them,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will 
hardly  now  gain  credit. 

Diainc; 
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Dining  at  the  early  hour  of  the  times,  the  young 
people  were  very  well  disposed  for  an  eight  o'clock 
supper,  which  was  prepared  for  them  by  stealth 
in  the  servants'  hall,  and  consisted  of  just  that 
species  of  provision  which  ought  to  have  been 
forbidden  them,  with  wine  and  the  indulgences  of 
a  liberal  dinner ;  and  so  satisfied  were  the  minds  of 
these  young  pigs,  with  '  stolen  waters,' and  *  bread 
eaten  in  secret,'  that  though  it  sometimes  happen- 
ed, for  want  of  a  little  management,  that  they 
had,  in  their  pet  its  soupcrs,  exactly  the  dish  which 
they  agreed  in  disliking  at  dinner,  when  provided 
in  the  regular  way,  it  was  no  abatement  of  the  en- 
joyment; it  was,  'in  secret,'  Mf  not  stolen,'  and 
therefore  it  was  pleasant.  That  the  young  man, 
who  was  by  nature  of  a  consumptive  habit,  lived 
to  thirty-five,  and  then  died  only  of  epilepsy,  is 
more  wonderful  than  that  he  lived  no  longer. 

We  have  said  Mrs.  Toms's  education  was  sor- 
did. Let  us  see  it  in  detail.  She  was  sent  to  an 
old  woman  in  the  village  *  to  be  taught  her  letters,' 
as  it  was  not  decided  that  she  should  not  be  able 
to  read — it  xms^  that  she  should  not  know  how  to 
write,  and  this  for  an  excellent  reason :  her 
mother's  daughter,  by  a  former  husband,  had 
made  a  run-away  match;  and  as  Mercury  always 
jpasses  for  the  coadjutor  of  Cupid  and  Hymen, 
the  good  gentleman  argued,  that  if  his  step-daugh- 
ter had  not  been  able  to  write,  she  would  not 
have  '  cast  her  affections'  on  a  journeyman  linen 
draper,  in  preference  to  a  Turkey  merchant,  who 
bad  offered  himself  and  a  coach  and  six.  To  this 
2  grievous 
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grievous  and  truly  deplorable  violation  of  all  the 
ties  of  duty,  affection,  and  gratitude,  must  in  jus- 
tice be  ascribed  much  of  the  morosencss,  and  wc 
may  say  cruelty,  under  which  the  children  of  the 
second  marriage  suffeied, — it  was  unjuetas  well  as 
unreasonable  ;  but  so  was  the  determination  of  the 
dog  who  would  never  go  out  in  a  shower  after  the 
cook  had  scalded  hiuK 

This  fugitive  nymph  had  been  beloved  by  her 
step  father  with  that  tender  and  delicate  partiality, 
which  her  near  relation  to  the  object  of  an  ardent 
passion,  miglit  more  than  excuse  in  a  susceptible 
mind.  Five  thousand  pounds  had  been  left  her  by 
her  father,  which  he  wlio  was  now  in  his  place,  and 
by  his  will  her  guardian,  not  without  the  deepest 
considerations  and  the  best  w  arranty,  invested  in 
the  funds  of  those  never-to-be-forgotten  adven- 
turous gentlemen,  the  South  Sea  Company.  Every 
shilling  was  lost,  and  the  conscientious  guardian, 
to  the  admiration  of  Lord  Chancellor  Ilardwicke, 
though  exonerated  even  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  re- 
funded the  whole  to  liis  ward ;  and  in  the  subse- 
quent settlement  of  his  property  after  this  transfer, 
still  allotted  her,  as  he  had  before  designed,  such 
a  share  with  his  own  daughters  as  would  make 
her  provifion  exactly  equal  to  theirs.  The  lovely 
little  girl  was  too  young  to  be  then  sensible  of  her 
obligation,  bgt  neither  that  wiien  disclosed  to  her, 
nor  the  constant  indulgrence  of  her  utmost  wishes, 
nor  the  care  taken  to  give  her  the  best  appearance 
and  education  of  the  time,  could  work  on  a  head- 
Strong  vulgar  mind,  with  w  hich  nature  had  fortified 

her. 
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her.  She  asked  permission  to  pass  a  week  with 
Some  friends  at  a  distance  ;  the  arrangement  was 
made,  and  dismissing  her  father's  carriage  and 
servants,  under  pf  etence  of  having  been  met  on  the 
road  by  two  of  ttie  family,  she  got  into  London,  was 
married,  and  made  her  next  appearance  in  a  linen 
draper's  shop  in  Smithheid,  which  her  money  had 
procured  the  scoundrel-lover  credit  to  open. 
Unawed  and  unfeeling,  even  when  in  a  personal 
interview,  her  ill-requited  guardian  gave  up  to  her 
-whatever  remained  in  his  hands  of  trust  or  property, 
and  deaf  to  the  generosity  with  which  he,  with 
3yes  not  tearless,  conjured  her  husband  to  repay 
J)y  kindness  the  great  sacrifice  she  had  made  to 
him,  of  home,  of  family,  and  almost  of  fame,  she 
with  the  usual  resource,  of  extreme  turpitude, 
affected  to  be  the  indignant  personage,  and  added 
to  her  ingratitude  every  species  of  insolence  that 
could  be  conveyed  by  exhibiting  herself,  to  those 
who  might  report  it,  in  the  most  degrading  offices, 
and  by  charging  them  with  messages  replete  with 
contempt.:  I'or  .the  example  of  youth,  the  moral 
pf  this  tale  must  not  be  withheld.  She  lived  to  feel 
that  the  common  comforts  of  sickness  were  with- 
held by  the,  wretch  on  whom  she  had  bestowed 
herself.  The  female  companion  of  her  clandestine 
flight,  the  daughter  of  a  neighbour,  was  severely 
punished  by  the  high  honor  of  her  quaker-father, 
'^vbo  never  again  would  admit  under  his  roof  even 
his  favourite  child,  after  she  had  been  engaged  ii^ 
6P  foul  a  plot, 

..       ..  'Tis 


THE    COUNTESS    AND    GERTRUDi:.  .S5 

'Tis  injustice  operating  on  a  feeling  heart  that 
makes  misanthropy,  and  Mrs.  Toms's  father,  after 
this  disappointment,  became  a  misanthrope — not 
imcandid,  not  uncharitable ;  but  professing  that 
'  he  knew  not  now  in  whom  to  place  confidence/ 
he  gave  himself  up  to  spleen  and  seclusion,  and 
frequently  to  his  children  iterated  the  expression, 
*  you  sufier  for  the  faults  of  another  !' 

A  disposition  not  natural  to  him,  and  certainly 
not  '  easy  in  the  wear,'  might  have  met  relief  froin 
kind  opposition,  had  his  wife  possessed  prudence; 
Jbut  he  had  scarcely  conquered  the  first  feeling  of 
this  deep  vexation,  when  he  found  his  horne  made 
uneasy  by  his  lady's  partiality  for  a  woman,  a 
widow  with  a  small  income,  and  v.-ho  had  ail  those 
low  recommendations  which  procure  to  the  base 
half  their  living,  and  prompt  them  to  repay  tiie 
favor  by  sowing  the  seed  of  discontent  in  tiie  mind 
of  a  benefactor.  All  the  griefs,  contradictions,  and 
hardships  of  married  life,  were  detailed  to  this 
coji/idante,  and  heard  by  her,  not  with  *  grains  of 
allowance,'  but  with  that  soothing  flattery  which 
encourages  not  only  to  detail  but  to  imagine  misery; 
and  the  husband  disliking  even  what  he  was  per- 
mitted to  see  of  this  disposition  in  the  ladies,  so 
far  exerted  his  authority  as  to  beg  i^lrs.  Tattle-aid's 
visits  might  not  be  too  frequent.  Being  called 
from  home  on  sudden  business  to  a  considerable 
distance,  the  opportunity  was  taken  to  invite  not 
merely  this  bosom  friend,  but  a  large  party  of 
exactly  those  friends,  whom  it  may  be  presumed 
for  substantial  reasons,  he  most  disliked,   and  rej 

tMinlnE 
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turning  before  his  appointed  tiiire,  he  found  his 
house  thus  tilled,  and  his  cellar  emptied  of  some 
of  his  choicest  wines.  Let  it  be  a  lesson  to  per- 
sons capable  0/ enjoying*  such  pleasures,  that  from 
that  ho&ty  his  wife  could  never  obtain  even  the 
smallest  stratification  for  herself  or  her  children : 
her  word  was  air  to  him,  and  she  had  no  means  of 
doin^i;  even  what  was  necessary,  but  pilfering  from 
her  allowance  for  the  expences  of  tlie  house,  and 
consequently  keeping  a  succession  of  false  accounts. 
Consistent  with  such  a  mind,  was  her  counsel  to 
Mr.  Toms  on  marrying  her  daughter  *  Look  sharp 
after  her,  for  she  is  very  cunning.' 

The  son  was  now  the  father's  only  object  of  re- 
gard, though  his  heart  was  not  entirely  callous  to 
the  pleasures  of  friendship;  the  younger  of  his 
two  daughters  had  more  in  her  composition  that 
made  its  way  to  the  affections,  but  being  the  object 
of  more  than  her  share  of  dislike  from  her  father, 
he  revenged  her  inopportune  intrusion  into  his 
genealogical  table  by  laying  to  the  charge  of  a 
helpless  little  delicate  girl  all  the  dilapidations  com- 
mitted in  the  house ;  and  she  was  beaten  and  horse- 
whipt  for  doing  mischief,  which  if  she  had  had  the 
will  she  had  not  the  power  to  perpetrate ; — '  cover 
her  neck  over  that  I  may  not  see  the  wheals  on 
it,' — this  was  the  atoning  acknowledgment  made 
by  a  severe  father  when  he  had  accused  and  pu- 
nished unjustly. 

Deprived  of  every  species  of  employment  but 
needlework,  the  poor  girl  passed  a  life  of  extreme 
tlulness — every  year  buried  tlie  family  in  closer 

seclusion 
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seclusion  than  the  former ;  and  Sunday  was  sp6nt 
in  a  way  that  made  it  a  day  of  abhorrence.  The 
father  had  been  a  Calvinist,  but  so  far  conformed 
for  the  sake  of  marrying,  as  to  go  in  the  morning  to 
church,  and  in  the  afternoon  to  meeting ;  but  th6 
Calvinist  predominated  in  his  ideas  and  habits, 
and  part  of  the  observance  of  the  day  of  rest  waS 
the  shuttincr  out  ail  the  lii2;ht  but  what  was  necessary 
to  avoid  the  chairs  and  tables:  the  intervals  between 
public  worship  he  filled  up  by  hearing  his  children 
repeat  the  *  Assembly's  Catechism,'  and  in  the 
evening  his  family  and  the  servants  were  called  in 
to  hear  sermons  of  four  hours'  endurance ;  in  read- 
ing which  he  paused  only  to  bid  his  wife  *  make 
that  child  stand'  when  the  youngest  was  observed 
to  drop  off  her  chair  asleep. 

It  was  to  the  kindness  of  her  affectionate  brother 
that  the  most  unhappy  of  this  suffering  trio^  owed 
the  little  learning  she  had  obtained.  She  was  not 
destitute  of  natural  quickness,  and  the  paucity  of 
her  enjoyments  made  her  learn,  as  a  delightful 
variety,  to  v/rite  a  very  plain  hand,  and  to  go 
through  with  accuracy  the  six  first  rules  of  arith- 
metic.— ^Having  nothing  to  distract  her  attention, 
she  became  an  exact  accomptant,  and  with  these 
two  accomplishments,  added  to  a  Dutchwoman's 
nicety  in  the  science  of  *  plain  work,'  she  really 
got  through  life.  It  was  her  boast  that  she  could 
draw  a  thread  unbroken  after  the  scissars  had 
done  their  office,  the  whole  length  of  a  piece  of 
Ihien. 

The 
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The  young  people  had  all  attained  their  majority, 
when,  one  winter  morning,  having  risen,  as  was, 
to  the  annoyance  of  his  family,  his  custom,  long 
before  daylight,  and  as  he  was  descending  the  stairs 
iiglited  by  his  youngest  daughter,  he  called  out 
*  stand  away'  and  i'ell  headlong  in  an  apoplectic 
fit. — The  poor  young  woman  fainted  when  informed 
that  he  was  dead,  and  only  the  next  morning  could 
be  made  aware  that  she  had  lost  her  father,  and 
>vith  him  all  restraint.  A  sense  of  propriety 
highly  praise- worthy,  kept  the  family  together 
during  the  first  year,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
time,  the  brother  and  younger  sister  dividing  their 
time  between  their  mother  and  the  world,  took  a 
house  in  London,  and  devoted  themselves  to  all  its 
reputable  delights,  'its  public  spectacles,  and  its 
morning  dissipations,  the  tendency  of  which  should 
.not  be  forgotten  in  our  censure  of  modern  man- 
ners *. 

Indulged 

*  Far  be  it  from  us  to  take  up  the  cause  of  vice  or  folly  ; 
but  what  we  may  ask  would  be  said  to  the  rapture,  not  only 
^Irs.  Toms  but  persons  of  higher  rank  and  superior  claims 
fcare  e.xprest,  at  the  recollection  of  the  joys  ot  llanelagh,  when 
to  see  at  a  morning  lounge  enlivened  by  music,  half  a  score 
strumpets  of  fashion,  for  we  will  not  disguise  their  rank  under 
the  delicate  appellations  of '  frpil  sisters'  or  '  unfortunate  younjg 
women'  was  one  of  the  attractions.  Or  what  estimation  would 
a  mother  now  deserve,  who  could  amuse  the  infant  minds  of 

her  children  with  animated  descriptions  of  how  INIiss  O 

-^Bwam  round  the  Rotunda  '  only  once,'  and  was  c-iirried  off  by 
a  nobleman  into  keeping;  how  some  other  Miss  charmed  by 
the  assumed  appearaace  of  melancholy  modesty,  or  how  she 

her- 
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Indulged  to  excess  by  this  kind  brother,  Mi^; 
Toms  entered  on  '  the  married  state'  as  wayward' 
and  as  puerile  as  if  she  had  been  all  her  life  the 
fondling  of  a  doting  kindness.  Extremely  tena- 
cious of  what  little  she  did  know,  and  thoroughly 
contemptuous  of  all  the  much  she  did  7iot  kmDw, 
she  was  not  a  very  comfortable  wife  nor  was  her 
loss  great  as  a  mother.       "      ' 

But  before  we  dismiss  her  tb  the  shades,  it  may 
add  a  little  to  our  knowledge  of  past  manners,  if 
we  state  the  singular  chance^  by  which  she  became* 
^Irs.  Toms,  or  it  may  be  dbjected,  and  we  admit,- 
not  unjustly,  that  a  girl  thus  confined  had  little 
chance  of  marrying,  and  that- w  x^-ww^;?  thus  let 
loose  on  the  world,  had  still  less  chance  of  marry- 
ing prudently.  ' 

Know  then,  curious  reader,  that  on  a  certain  day 
when  Miss  was  still  a  girl,  perhaps  in  her  cradle, 
her  father  riding  alone  on  horseback  up  the  hill  on 
the  top  of  which  stands  to  this  day  his  house/  was 
overtaken  by  or  did  overtake  a  courteous  stranger. — ' 
Observations  on  the  weather,  the  road,  and  pefhaps 

kerself  was  in  danger  of  the  same  species,  of  overture,  from  a 
gentleman  whose  attention  was  drawn  by  her  appearance. 
Yet  such,  had  Mrs.  Toms  not  eaten  the  toasted  cheese,  we 
may  infer  from  what  has  been,  would  have  been  a  part  of  the 
rearing  of  Miss  Nancy :  and  of  other  pleasures  she  might  have 
learned  by  the  exhilarating  recitals  of  excursions  from 
London,  undertaken  not  from  any  curiosity  to  see  places  of 
beauty  and  celebrity,  but  prompted  by  the  convenience  of  a 
chariot  and  a  set  of  horses,  and  the  noble  emulation  of  exhibi- 
ting in  a  riding  dress  of  twice  the  expence  and  finery  of  any 
modera  one.  ' 

.  each 
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each  other's  horse,  produced  not  precisely  the  sweet 
(Jialogye  of  Virgil's  eclogues,  but  such  a  colloquy 
^s  euded  ia  an  invitation,  whicli  being  accepted 
and  petyri^ed,  was  followed  by  the  introduction  of 

^Ir.    Toms   into    the    family. The     brother 

coiitinued  the  friendship  begun  by  the  father, 
and  when  tlie  fatal  epilepsy  closed  the  pageant  life 
of  the  former,  Mr.Toms  found  himself  in  possession 
of  more  than  triple  the  sum  he  had  expected  as 
^s  lady's  portion.  'Tis  easy  to  triple  what  has 
put-tripled  itself:  and  he  was  from  that  instant 
a  man  of  wealth  and  consequently  of  conse- 
quence. 

Of  hjni  there  is  nothing  to  be  said,  that  may  not 
apply  to  any  man  whose  father  has  had  the  means 
to  give  him  the  means  to  get  money.  He  had  only 
one  brother,  and  lie  being  tlie  offspring  of  the 
mother's  second  marriage,  was  so  many  years 
younger  than  himself,  th^t  he  ranked  rather  with 
the  next  generation  than  that  in  which  the  elder 
was  born.  A  dissimilarity  of  pursuit,  originating 
in  a  very  different  conformation  of  intellect,  kept 
them  nearly  strangers  as  they  went  through  life. 

Our  heroine's  father  had  but  three  tastes  bestow- 
ed on  him  by  the  fairies  at  his  birth,  first  for  money, 
seconcUy  for  pplitics,  and  thirdly  for  music,  but  it 
w^s  music  of  a  pai;ticul^r  description,  and  which 
met  its  greatest  gratiiication  in  wind  instruments 
and  what  he  termed  '  a  glorious  crash.'  A  dinner 
was  greatly  r.ecoinmended  to  liis  acceptance  if  he 
\vas  sure  that  *  pray,  sir,  a  little  gravy'  would  be 
accompanied  by  the  notes  of  '  sound  sound  your 

trumpets' 
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trumpets'  or  he  could  obtain  *  another  slice  of  the 
fattest  part'  to  the  cadence  of  the  march  in  Porus*. 
We  would  with  pleasure  turn  aside  to  tell  by 
what  seemingly  irrelative  chances  the  great  and 
the  superb  dissipations  of  a  London  spring  have 
arisen  *  from  low  beginnings  :'  but  though  we  claioi 

*  Music  was  not,  at  that  time,  what  music  is  now.  The 
songs  of  Riinclagh,  Vauxh*!!,  and  Marybone,  then  satijsficd 
the  unlearned  ear,  and  easy  and  cheap  was  its  gratification. 
Private  concerts  were  arranged  without  disordering  a  family, 
and  men  who  now  order  their  chariot  at  nine  for  a  ten  guinea 
subscrijytion  concert,  then  would  have  put  on  a  great  coat, 
even  without  boots  or  umbrella,  and  setting  out  before  six,, 
would  have  trusted  to  their  legs,  to  pass  what  they  felt  a 
*  delicious  evening'  at  a  little  club,  where  catches,  glees, 
motets,  and  madrigals,  with  the  canon  *  Non  nobis'  in  finale, 
were  *  done'  in  plain  correctness;  The  Castle  concert  at 
Haberdashers'  hall,  the  Acaden>y  of  ancient  music  which 
gave  birth  to  that  now  in  such  distinguished  celebrity,  and 
ihe  Madrigal  Club  at  one  of  the  city  taverns,  were  substitutes 
for  the  Opera,  the  Oratorio,  and  *  the  Harmonic,'  of  the 
present  day,  to  those  who  considered  the  east  and  west  as 
opposite  points.  At  the  first,  the  newest  imported  5o/)/wi» 
and  the  most  distinguished  leader  were  occasionally  to  ht 
heard  :  at  the  second,  were  reared  into  excellence  and  modest 
confidence  under  scientific  masters,  those  who  have  been  the 
teachers  of  the  most  justly  celebrated  theoretic  and  practical 
musicians  of  our  time ;  and  the  last  kept  alive  and  handed 
down  to  us,  however  humble  in  its  origin  and  sordid  in  its 
proceedings,  that  taste  for  the  works  of  Bird,  Tallis,  and  the 
other  composers  of  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries, 
which  has  so  added  to  the  attractions  of  the  exquisite  treat 
which  is  sometimes  otfered  to  us  by  our  elegant  friends,  and 
'best  described  as  *  a  little  good  music  well  performed  and 
cli&teiied  to  ia  silence/ 

a  ris^ht 
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a  right  to  wander,  we  do  not  demand  a  licence  to 
run  wild.  In  remarking  on  manners,  however,  we 
may,  w  ithin  our  own  limits,  be  allowed  to  describe 
a  circumstance  connected  with  our  subject,  the 
manner  in  which  a  musical  entertainment  was  tliei^ 
sometimes  brought  within  the  reach  of  such  as  did 
not  chuse  '  to  fetch  from  far'  or  ^  to  buy  dearly.' 
To  give  an  idea  of  tliis,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  describe  "cerbcfthn  an  occasional  concert  of 
which  Mr.  Toms  and  his  Nancy  wei'C  always  audi-i 
tors.  It  was  held  at  the  house  of  a  friend  of  hjs^ 
a  merchant  tlien  ranking  with  the  Greshams,  the 
Whittiiigtons,  and  the  Bancrofts  of  London,  and 
affecting  a  superiority  '■  of  taste  and  style  which  in 
the  exki^y  alas  ! .  iyy-li]s:e,  dried  up  those  sources  by 
^hich  itself  existed.  ^ 

Mr.  Toms,  it  has  been  premised,  loved  wind 
music  and  '  a  glorious  crash  :'  he  would  not  have 
?inswered  as  did  an  amateur  of  )ess  decided  taste 
to  a  little  lad  who  had  reported  an  alfresco  orches- 
tra as  consisting  of  two  horns  and  a  liautboy — ^  Two 
horns  and  a  hautboy  ? — why,  my  dear,  'twas  enough 
lo  deafen  the  owls  1'— The  more  noise  the  more 
pleasure,  was  his  axiom,  and  u\  Lothbury  where 
tliis  me-rcantile  house  was  situated,  {)rovidcd  enough 
iioise  was  made^  it  was  impossible  he  could  be 
cheated  by  the  escape  of  any  part  of  it. — The 
mansion  being  on  a  plan  very  much  resembling  that 
of  a  sugar  house,  and  demonstrating  the  extent  of 
that  legal  aphorism  '  cujus  est  solum,  ejus  est  usque 
ad  cceiuur  was  better  calculated  lor  tlic  purposes 

4>f 
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of  business  than  the  pursuits  of  pleasure.  It  afFord- 
ed  only  two  rooms  in  which  ttje  guests  and  per- 
formers could  be  accommodated :  the  former  were 
deposited  on  bales  of  woollen,  cotton,  and  linen 
goods  in  the  warehouse:  the  performers,  wlio  were 
for  the  most  part  gentlemen,  were  penned  into  the 
compting  house,  where  an  exact  calculation  of 
square  inches,  prevented  all  real,  but  left  still  some 
ideal  danorer  to  elbows  and  from  fiddlesticks.  There 
were  certainly  some  advantages  in  this  concert 
room  and  its  hall  of  audience,  which  no  other  ever 
possessed  :  every  note  was  heard  in  its  fullest  force, 
unless  overpowered  by  one  still  louder: — there  was 
no  danger  of  an  echo,  and  as  the  Thorowgood  of 
the  house  observed,  there  was  '  room  for  every  body 
if  they  would  but  sit  quiet.' — Think,  O  reader,  it'thou 
hast  any  power  of  hearing,  what  must  on  a  ground 
plot  of  perhaps  twenty  four  feet  square,  have  been 
the  effect  of  a  double  bass,  a  violoncello,  two  tenors, 
three  violins, — and  two  trench  horns,  blown  by  the 
young  Thorowgoods. — Stretch  thy  imagination  and 
thy  ear-drums  a  little  more;  for  to  these  were 
added,  one  evening,  to  the  almost  insane  joy  of 
Thorowgood,  who  introduced  them  with  ^  Here 
they  come,  now  we  shall  do — now  I  am  quite  easy* 
— a  pair  of  kettle  drums  \ — We  narrate — we  do 
^ot  create. 

Of  the  consequence  allowed  at  times  to  great 
musical  genius,  many  ludicrous  stories  are  in  cir- 
culation ;  and  &o  many,  that  it  is  matter  of  wonder 

VOL.  I,  p  thut. 
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that  we  should  wonder  at  the  consequence  assumed 
now  by  those  whose  unrivalled  excellence  admits 
of  their  making  their  own  terms.  We  have  only 
to  remark  that  Britannia  superb  on  the  ocean  is 
prostrate  in  her  pleasures ;  but  if  there  be  any 
progeny  from  the  lady  who  exclaimed  as  has 
recorded  our  facetious  Hogarth,  *  one  God,  one 
Farinelli,'  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  have  more  grace 
than  to  give  such  a  licence  for  the  insanity  of  pride 
in  a  fellow  mortal. 

And  after  all  that  is  said  in  our  day,  of  extra- 
vagant insolence,  is  it  more  intolerable  than 
that  of  Faustina,  Cuzzoni,  Senesino,  or  the 
Brescian  Farinelli  above  named? — Has  a  manager 
of  the  opera  had  to  part  two  female  combatants; 
as  was  necessary  in  the  disputes  for  pre-eminence 
between  those  two  ladies?  Has  any  composer  been 
exasperated  as  was  Handel,  at  the  refractoriness 
of  the  last  named  of  these  viragos,  when  he  took 
her  round  the  waist  and  bound  himself  by  a  vow, 
not  indeed  exactly  such  a  vow  as  produced  his 
*  Farewell  ye  limpid  streams,'  to  throw  her  out  of 
the  window  if  she  would  not  sing  ?  Do  we  hear  of 
such  a  porcine  exhibition  of  the  philosophy  of 
Epicurus  as  that  of  Cuzzoni,  when  having  received 
on  the  threshold  of  famine,  a  guinea,  she  sent  a 
boy  to  her  wine  m.erchant  with  an  order  for  a  botr 
tie  of  Tokay,  charging  him  to  bring  the  very  best, 
and  to  call  in  his  way  at  the  baker's  to  beg.  a 
roll?  May  we  finish  the  story  without  wearying? 
forgive,  if  we  disgust — 'tis  a:  strong  trait  of  cha- 
racter 
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racter  and  irresistibly  authentic — she  in  tbe  pre* 
Bence  of  two  gentlemen  who  had  made  her  a 
visit,  and  bestowed  the  relief  of  her  poverty,  and 
who  wished  to  see  how  she  would  use  it,  poured 
the  bottle  pf  Tokay,  which  we  believe  holds  a  quart 
and  a  jill,  into  a  hand  bason,  and  breaking  the  roll 
into  it,  ate  it  with  a  spoon  as  she  would  have  done 
soup  *. 

*  To  descend  to  a  less  ferocious  character  and  a  less  extra- 
ordinary occurrence,  what  should  we  feel  in  seeing  a  lady 
affronted  as  a  bride  of  rank  was  by  Handel,  when  -^lie  singing, 
one  of  his  songs  imperfectly,  he  literally  took  off  his  black 
wig  and  threw  it  in  her  face?  We  do  not  wish  to  excite 
resentment  against  one  to  whose  superiority  the  whole  civilized 
world  seems  to  bear  witness:  perhaps  he  who  had  ^uch 
'  music  in  his  soul'  must  feel  beyond  the  power  of  endyir- 
ance :  it  was  the  fever  of  a  moment,  and  he  instantly,  and 
before  he  replaced  his  wig,  was  on  his  knees  inircating  her 
husband's  forgiveness. 

When  we  have  intreated  that  it  niay  not  ah'ciys  be  pre- 
sumed that  great  talents  and  great  brutalitv  are  the  sun  and 
the  shadow,  and  that  when  a  modern  Cecilia  declines  an 
invitation  unless  her  husband  be  included,  she  may  be  sup- 
posed rather  correct  than  insolent :  when  we  have  informed 
our  readers,  that  one  of  the  tendcyest  of  female  hearts  may 
be  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  finest  vocal  powero, 
and  that  the  poor  of  a  country  village  have  called  forth  the 
voluntary,  the  uncombined  exertion  of  a  voice,  such 

*  As  did  with  sweetness  thro'  mine  ei^y 

Dissolve  me  into  ecstacies 

And  bring  all  Heav'n  before  my  eyes.'—' 

we  have  only  to  add,  that  while  ^  performer  thus  giftedl 
has  been  supposed  sporting  in  exotic  etirontery,  the  real  feel- 
ing has  been  that  of  an  insupportable  terror  of  a  Britisl\ 
audience. 

'  In  thus  representing  to  csmdid  attention  matters  of  justice, 
find  factj  we  do  not   ip**-'  sight  of  our  design,  and  we  retur 

P  2  Co? 
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for  the  contrast  of  manners  to  a  collection  of  gazettes  kept 
fit  the  office  of  the  Sccrciary  pf  State  for  the  home  depart- 
ment,  in  which  female  singers,  it  must  be  supposed,  of  some 
pretensions,  are  advertised  as  *  the  Italian  lady  that  is  lately 
come  over,  that  is  so  famous  for  her  singing' — *  the  Italian 
woman' — '  a  gentlewoman  that  hath  one  of  the  best  voices 
in  England,'  and  *  a  young  gentlewoman,  of  twelve  years 
of  age,'  and  this  apparently  in  concerts  where  the  admission 
was,  even  then,  half  a  guinea. 


CHAPTEH 
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CHAPTER     Hi. 

Train  up  a  child  in  the  xmy  he  should  not  go.  Love  of  moriejf 
inculcated.  Doing  like  other  people.  Modes  of  living. 
Modern  oeconomy  illustrated.     Misers.     A  dimier  farty. 

Miss  Toms,  the  great  heiress  in  expectancy,  was 
now  settled  at  home  as  mistress  of  her  father  and 
his  house  ;  and  the  very  little  share  he  had  taken 
in  her  education  proved  as  satisfactorily,  how  easy 
it  is  to  *  train  up  a  child  in  the  way  it  should'  not 
*  go,'  as  her  subsequent  adherence  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  her  youth  proved,  that  '  when  it  is  old  it 
will  not  depart  from  it.'  It  is  greatly  to  be  v.  ished, 
that  parents  and  teachers  would  learn  to  sow  be- 
fore they  call  for  the  sickle,  that  they  would  get 
something  into  the  mind  before  they  expect  to  get 
any  thing  out ;  and  having  attained  this  wisdom, 
they  shall  then  have  our  free  leave  to  resort  to  the 
old  and  incomparable,  but  unfashionable,  manual 
operations  of  boxing  ears,  whipping  petticoats, 
and  even  the  more  cruel  discipline  of  withholding 
a  breakfast,  or  shutting  up  in  silent  solitude — ^they 
shall  do,  and  we  will  encourage  them  on  our  own 
experience  and  training,  every  thing  that  does  not 
harden  into  a  victory  over  shame,  if  they  will  only 
follow  the  example  of  Mr.TomSj  and  do  what  is  in 
the  power  of  admonition,  to  be  beforehand  with 

the 
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the  occurrence  of  faults,  and  the  necessity  of 
punishment.  If  Agathos  will  but  get  it  well  into 
the  ears  of  his  hoy,  and  impress  it,  by  example 
drawn  from  reality,  that  a  love  of  pleasure  deprives 
a  man  of  all  freedom  of  action,  he  shall  have  our 
utmost  sympathy  when  Eugenius  is  found  at  the 
gaming  table:  and  if  Matilda  will  but  tell  Iris 
what  has  been  the  general  fate  of  silly  beauty,  and 
inform  her  of  the  superior  wear  of  virtue,  we  will 
help  to  reclaim  her  lovely  daughter,  if  ever  she 
listens  to  the  overtures  of  Sir  Harry,  whose  heart 
has  so  often  shewn  itself,  in  Cupid^s  hand,  a 
diamond. 

The  department  in  which  Mr.  Toms  found  his 
talents  most  at  home,  was  that  of  worldly  pru- 
dence ;  and  with  a  due  exercise  of  the  art  itself, 
he  had  recommended  the  practice  of  it,  when  his 
heiress  had  scarcely  bid  adieu  to  her  cradle. — In 
her  occasional  visits  from  Bethnal-green,  being 
now  and  then  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  entertain  her 
throuo-h  a  day  of  many  hours,  he  had  ordered  her 
nurse,  from  whom,  to  her  praise,  she  would  not 
be  separated,  to  bring  her  into  the  banking-shop, 
that  she  might  see,  not  the  grisly  paper  of  our 
public  credit ;  but  '  the  pretty  shining  golden  gui^ 
neas'  which  were  counting  in  heaps  and  with  sho- 
vels, and  the  ingots  which  were  weighing  to  an  in- 
computable amount.  She  would  in  a  very  short 
^ime — *  Lord  love  her  dear  little  tractability  T 
cried  her  father — come  spontaneously  to  contem- 
plate this  glorious  sight,  and  would  hold  out  her 
frock  at  the  words,  *  All  these  guineas  are  to  buy 

Nance 
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Nance  a  new  fine  gown,'  and   stretch  out  both 
hands,    and  open  her  eyes  beyond  their  natural 
extent  of  opening,  to  kiss  the  guineas  and  stroke 
the  ingots.     It  is  happy  when  parents  can  find 
servants  and    teachers    '  to  pursue    their  plans.' 
Mr.  Toms  was  thus  fortunate.      Nancy's   nurse 
entered  into  all  her  employer's  ideas — she  made 
the  sight  of  '  the  pretty  guineas,'  and  the  kissing 
the  dear  goold  bars  the  object  in  her  visit  to  Papa, 
and  at  a  proper  season  got  over  Miss's  preconceived 
aversion  to  that  excellent  vegetable,  a  carrot,  by 
assuring  her  it  would  *  if  she  would  but  taste  it,* 
make  '  her  pretty  cheeks  red.'     This,  with  a  pro- 
mise  of  the  blue  sky  for  a  petticoat,  which  we 
must  call  the   first  step  in  celestial  observations, 
and  a  constant  system  of  bribery  to  do  right,  and 
of  giving  way  whenever  ]Miss  chose  firmly  to  do 
wrong,  were    a  part  of  that    training  in  which 
it  is  to  be  feared  he  who  recommended  it  was 


wantmo;. 


Till  the  age  of  twenty-one,  little  alteration  oc- 
curred in  Miss  Toms's  mode  of  life  :  Mr.  Toms 
and  his  daghter  were  to  be  seen  in  all  those 
places,  where  they  were  to  be  expected,  at  the 
Lord  Mayor's  and  Easter  festivities,  in  swan-hop- 
ping parties,  v.'ater  excursions  in  the  companies 
barges,  a  day's  pleasure  at  Blackwall,  or  a  din- 
ner at  Richmond,  which  with  a  retreat  in  the  doo*- 
days  to  a  villa  he  had  erected  for  himself,  with  a 
Chinese  railing  round  it,  close  to  the  road  at 
Stratford-green,  as  he  said,  '  got  rid  of  the  sum- 
mer very  tolerably/    Margate  andl^amsgate  were 

then 
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then  dreary  fishing  towns ;  and  it  was  not  Is  yet 
f  )iind  necessary  for  every  one,  as  if  in  danger  of 
tlie  hydrophobia,  to  run  to  the  sea  once  a  year. 

What  is  it  that  can  have  produced,  within  the 
memory  of  all  of  us,  the  wonderous  rage  that  pre- 
vails, not  for  going  to  any  particular  place,  or 
from  any  particular  place,  but  for  quitting  our 
homes  ?  Were  tliis  passion  confmed  to  those  who, 
by  circumstances,  are  obliged  to  make  the  metro- 
polis their  residence,  the  attractions  of  the  country, 
and  the  salubrious  eflecLs  of  a  purer  air,  would 
answer  the  question :  but  even  many  of  these 
prove,  that  merely  health  and  pleasure  are  not  their 
monitors :  if  they  were,  it  would  hardly  be  worth 
the  trouble  to  live,  during  the  usual  period  of  ab- 
sence, in  the  back  rooms  of  our  houses,  that  it 
may  not  be  known  we  are  in  London,  Not  to 
want  health— not  to  have  a  taste  for  the  pleasures 
even  of  the  country,  caa  be  no  disgrace,  but  not 
to  be  able  to  do  '  hke  other  people* — ay,  there's 
the  rub. 

The  factitious  impulses  of  our  actions  are  some- 
times the  strongest :  those  which  naturally  result 
from  circumstances,  may  be  controlled  if  they  do 
not  meet  the  concurrence  of  our  wills  ;  but  artifi- 
cial want  resides  in  the  will,  and  must  be  gratified, 
and  of  all  artificial  wants,  none  seems  more  arbi- 
trary in  its  commands,  than  that  which  cries,  duly 
as  Fashion  sets  lier  horses'  heads  towards  Hyde- 
Park  corner  '  migrate  coloni.'  Of  these  '  coloni/ 
nine-tenths  are  impelled  by  one  of  these  causes, 
the..restlessness-of  feverish  luxury,  the  necessity  of 

doing 
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doing  as  their  superiors  do,  or  the  desire  of  ap- 
pearing what  they  are  not.  The  other  decimal 
part,  seeking  health  and  rational  enjoyment,  are 
content  with  the  cottage  of  some  one  who,  bitten 
by  tlie  same  gad-fly,  runs  for  shade  to  the  sands, 
and  for  retirement  to  the  thronged  promenades  of 
the  coast.  The  class  of  the  restless  may  be  known 
by  their  inability  to  decide  '  whither  they  shall 
go' — Provided  they  get  away — O  could  they  but 
get  away  from  themselves  ! — they  care  not  where 
they  alight,  and  rather  than  not  move,  they  would 
move  for  the  proper  months  of  restlessness,  from 
Windsor  Forest  to  Hull  or  Liverpool. 

The  passion  for  imitation  perhaps  leads  the 
greatest  number  in  its  train,  and  we  must  suppose, 
thoucfh  we  confess  ourselves  utterly  at  a  loss  to 
comprehend  how,  that  it  has  an  adequate  compen- 
sation attached  to  it,  for  the  trouble,  the  fatigue, 
and  not  unfrequently  the  ruin  that  attend  and  fol- 
low it. 

Those  who  go  ^  to  play  a  part'  at  a  distance 
from  home,  are  the  most  amusing  set;  and  the 
contretems  they  are  fated  to  experience,  are  some- 
times to  an  observer  of  manners,  most  whimsically 
ludicrous.  If  you  have  the  misfortune  to  live  near 
such  a  family,  in  one  of  the  new-built  streets  in 
London,  you  may  know  v»  hen  they  are  going  *  to 
be  grand,'  by  the  preceding  bustle,  and  with  as 
much  accuracy  as  you  can  divine  their  '  having 
friends  to  dinner'  by  the  white-aproned  satellites 
of  the  confectioner,  and  the  preternatural  peripa- 
tetics of  pots  and  kettles.     They  quit  home,  and 

you 
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you  next  hear  of  them  as  moving  in  a  sphere  very 
little  like  that  which  they  occupy  in  your  sight : 
you  can  scarce  believe  that  the,  perhaps  newly 
dubbed  honourable,  Mr.  Towdererow-Amy  and 
— Robarts,  is  your  honest  neighbor  Hemming 
Il6berts— or  that  *  his  interesting  and  elegant  lady' 
who  has  figured  in  the  Morning  Post,  is  the  same 
notable  wife  who,  properly  considering  that  her 
husband  is  a  young  merchant,  and  that  she  adds 
yearly  to  his  expences,  sets  out  duly  every  morn- 
ing to  pay  bills  and  buy  in  provisions  for  her 
family.  They  come  home  *  in  style'  and  '  in  style' 
perhaps  they  indulge  for  the  next  fortnight,  till  the 
contract  at  the  Rhedarium  is  out — and  then  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Roberts  are  again  *  very  quiet  good  sort 
of  people,'  and  ape  nobody. 

Why  we  are  not  as  well  content  as  were  our 
forefathers  and  foreyyiothers  to  live,  as  the  opulent 
amongst  them  generally  did,  in  their  oxen  places^ 
was  a  question  even  in  the  time  of  the  sagacious 
Osborn  * ;  but  we  speak  of  a  later  period.  Per- 
sons 

*  A  lady  of  high  birth  and  still  more  distinguished  by 
those  talents  which  best  excuse  uncommon  goodness,  has 
remarked  to  us,  that  the  respect  we  feel  for  age  extends  itself 
to  our  literary  tastes,  and  that  we  do  not  willingly  venture 
to  dispute  opinions  contained  in  books  a  century  old.  This 
sentiment  makes  us  hope  Francis  Osborn  may  be  heard  with 
some  respect,  if  we  quote  from  his  *  Advice  to  a  Son/  a  pas- 
sage in  the  sentiments  of  which,  though  not  always  thinking 
with  the  Author,  we  cannot  but  concur. 

*  1  find  the  occonomicks,  though  most  useful  to  being,  the 
least  esteemed  with   our  gallants,    looked  upon. by  some  af 

trivial, 
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sons  of  rank  must  be  supposed  to  have  had  always 
their  choice  of  dwellings,  but  of  these  all  did  not 
always  come  to  London.  Of  those  who  made  a 
yearly  residence  in  the  metropolis,  the  greater  part 
resorted  thither  at  the  meeting  of  the  Courts  of 
Law,  or  of  Parliament,  and  these  set  the  fashion 
to  the  rest,  and  thus  from  the  beginnincr  of 
November  till  perhaps  the  first  or  second  week  in 

trivial,  by  others  as  dishonorable,  and  unbecoming  a  mas- 
culine employment;  yet  a  total  neglect  of  them  may  be  found, 
in  experience,  the  ruin  of  the  greatest  families  in  England,  as 
their  more  exact  prosecution  keeps  up  men's  estates  in  Italy, 
where  the  inhabitants  are  celebrated  as  most  generally  wise, 
and  therefore  not  unfitly  proposed  in  this  for  an  universal 
pattern,  but  where  they  border  too  near  the  confines  of 
penury  and  baseness,  most  unbecoming  the  custom  and  plenty 
of  England  ;  and  where,  in  this  particular  (till  the  sword 
received  a  commission  from  God  to  devour  all  things  good 
and  honorable  in  the  land)  our  Noblemen  equalled  the 
Princes,  and  our  King  exceeded  in  hospitality  all  the  Mo- 
iiarchs  in  the  known  world  :  and  might  yet  have  done  raore,^ 
had  the  true  elements  of  thrift  been  maintained  in  an  equal 
proportion,  by  providing  all  things  at  the  best  hand,  and 
making  use  of  times  and  seasons;  in  which  I  confess  so  much 
as  purely  belongs  to  housewifely,  ought,  if  not  in  discretion, 
yet  in  reverence  to  custom,  to  be  left  to  women,  provided 
they  own  abilities  competent  for  the  employment:  which  is 
yet  sometimes  so  far  contradicted  by  experience,  as  thf-  first 
leak  of  a  husband's  fortune  is  found  to  rise  in  the  kitchen, 
and  such  rooms  as  a  man  of  quality  cannot  decently  visit. 
Nor  is  there  a  better  way  patent  to  obviate  this  falling  into  a' 
hectick,  through  such  a  dysentery,  than  by  an  equal  balanc- 
ing all  weekly  accounts ;  never  noted  by  wisdom  any  more 
blemish  to  honour  than  to  knov/  how  many  horses  he  keeps 
in  the  stable. 

May, 
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May,  every  one,  except  those  who,  having  seats 
and  villas,  spent  Christmas  and  Easter  at  them  *, 
was  to  be  found  at  their  town  house.  From 
this  time  till  November  again,  families  con- 
sidered themselves  as  settled  in  the  country,  unless 
distant  relatives  or  reasonable  curiosity  drew  them 
from  home.  But  now  how  very  different  is  the 
plan  of  domestic  life  !  Let  us  not  be  told  the  times ! 
the  times !  will  not  afford  what  we  recollect 
as  customary;  or  asked  who  is  there  who  can 
afford  to  spend  six  months  in  London  ?  If  the 
love  of  rambling  indeed  were  indulged  cheaper 
than  the  love  of  quiet,  we  would  grant  the  plea  of 
the  times ;  but  that  it  is  not  so  we  can  all  w  itness. 
The  truth  is,  we  cannot  be  content,  and  we  cannot 
afford  to  be  discontented*  and  hence  the  paltry 
arts  by  which  we  make  others  pay  for  our  gratifi- 
cations. When  it  was  the  fashion  to  be  settled^ 
the  Spring  extravagance  had  not  encroached  on 
the  supplies  for  the  other  nine  months :  the 
mistress  of  a  house  could  manage  it  without  the 
resource  of  board-wages,  or  the  assistance  of 
'  figure-men ;'  the  cook  of  the  family  could  dress 
a  handsome  dinner  for  its  friends  :  the  expence  of 
a  carriage  and  horses  was  ascertained  :  the  house, 
and  even  its  furniture,  could  be  endured  year  after 
year  without  those  improvements  that  now  and 
then  make  us  apprehend  that  a  fire  or  a  mob  has 

♦  The  Northumberland  household  book  marks  these  re- 
moves in  Very  early  times  as  regulated  by  the  supposed  duties 
oi  tiie  seasons  at  which  they  were  made.  Religious  retire- 
ment seems  to  have  been  a  part  of  the  family  oeconomy. 

laid 
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laid  waste  the  dwellings  of  our  acquaintance.    We 
lived, 

'  By  our  own  use  and  not  by  others'  eyes/ 

This  was  the  secret. 

In  our  comparative  view  of  the  depreciated 
value  of  money,  the  increased  price  of  provisions, 
and  the  weight  of  public  burdens,  we  omit  all  re- 
collection of  our  own  share  in  these  grievanceSj, 
and  the  reduplication  of  them  by  our  own  follies. 
We  do  not  deny,  we  cannot  but  feel  and  very 
disagreeably  too,  that  an  income  which  once  left  a 
considerable  surplus,  when  every  decent  luxury 
was  enjoyed,  will  now  scarce  admit  of  the  most 
moderate  enjoyments ;  but  let  us  be  consistent  ia 
pur  complaint.  Our  friend  Shuffle  must  not  plead 
the  times,  or  even  his  twelve  children,  in  defence 
of  his  guinea,  when  he  bestows  a  younger  child's, 
portion  on  fitting  up  a  room,  nor  can  we  listen  to 
Mrs.  Sift's  solicitudes  in  saving  washing,  when  she 
informs  our  ignorance,  that  her  veil  cost  eighty 
guineas. 

In  1770  an  income  of  twelve  hundred  pounds  a 
year  maintained,  without  grudging  or  low  care,  a, 
family  consisting  of  the  father,  mother?  and  three 
children  at  school,  with  eight  servants,  a  carriage, 
three  horses,  a  good  house  in  London,  and  a  country 
residence  ten  miles  from  it,  consisting  of  a  large 
mansion,  garden,  paddock,  and  an  adjoining  field, 
The  carriage  cost  in  building,  for  the  purchase  of 
any  thing  not  new  would  have  been  thought  dis-» 

graceful. 
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graceful,  about  a  hundred  guineas,  and  the  same 
sum  yearly  kept  that  and  the  horses  for  it.  The 
lady  of  the  house  spent  about  fifty  pounds  a  year 
in  dress,  and  every  thing  about  them,  their  servants 
and  their  dwelHng,  was  in  the  highest  order.  What 
the  land  produced,  they  consumed  ;  and  the  almost 
scandalous  traffic,  the  Genoese,  the  exotic  parsi- 
mony of  the  present  time,  the  sending  to  market 
the  profitable  and  the  cfri^anged  overplus,  of  a  resi- 
dence of  pleasure,  would  have  sunk  such  oeconq- 
niists  to  contempt.—  Prince  Doria's  little  window 
in  his  palace  in  Rome,  at  which  with  the  costume 
of  a  London  gin  shop,  his  small  wines  are  ex- 
changed for  small  coin,  argues  something  like 
decent  pride,  but  we  *  proud  English,'  as  our  mili- 
tary antagonist  styles  us,  can,  for  the  sake  of 
paying  for  lodgings  in  a  fashionable  watering  place, 
or  to  avoid  the  miserable  alternative  of  being  con- 
tent at  home,  consent  to  let  strangers  once  a  year 
into  our  neat  appropriate  apartments  and  our  very- 
beds  :  we  farm  our  gardens  ;  we  dispose  of  the  dairy 
produce  to  the  best  bidder ;  we  cover  our  lawns 
with  the  candidates  for  Smithfield,  to  atone  for 
having  launched  out  into  expences  to  which  our 
receipts  are  inadequate*.  Far  be  it  from  us  to 
stigmatise  necessary  prudence — if  we  7nust  thus 

♦  *  Whal  a  famous  dessert  you  give  us,  my  dear  friend  !* 
said  a  guest  to  his  host — *  Itmust  be  good.  Sir  Turnpenny — 
for  it  is  bought  out  of  your  garden.' — We  could  tell  worse 
Stories  :— -in  this  instance  the  vender  fairli/  pocketed  the 
prict, 
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ceconomise,  notwithstanding  all  our  fair  prudence, 
it  must  be  submitted  to,  but  as  a  necessity  im- 
posed not  as  a  new  means  of  enjoyment. — It  may 
well  become  honest  Pidgeon  and  his  good  little 
wite  to  do  what  may  leave  them  the  means  to 
bring  up  their  half  score  children  on  an  income 
they  cannot  increase — they  have  already  made 
every  renunciation  in  their  power — they  spend  not 
an  idle  guinea — they  7nust  '  turn  every  thing  to 
account,'  but  does  it  therefore  consist  with  the  dig- 
nity or  the  revenue  of  Countess  Seizequartiers  to  let 
her  town  house  for  half  the  season,  of  Lord  Multi- 
fold to  bargain  with  Old  Tan  the  gardener  for  the 
product  of  his  graperies,  pijieries,  peacheries,  cher^ 
ryrieSy  *  et  omne,  quod  exit  in  ry  whenever  he 
quits  Castle  Pictbourne  for  a  few  weeks,  or  of  Sir 
Dashwood  Colander  to  call  for  a  bottle  of  his  ^'erlf 
best  Port,  while  he  makes  a  bargain  for  fat  sheep 
with  his  butcher?  Can  any  one  of  these  persona 
have  heard  the  dictum  of  Lord  Bacon,  '  It  is  less 
dishonorable  to  abridge  petty  charges,  than  to  stoop 
to  petty  gettingsr' 

The  subject  of  paltry  oeconomy  is  inexhaustible. 
The  traffic  of  opera  boxes,  of  concert  and  benefit 
tickets'^,  the  mean,  the  almost  dishonest  money 
transactions  with  tradesmen,  each  deserve  a  chap- 

*  It  can  be  no  novel  information  to  those  accustomed  to 
the  elegant  society  oT  London,  that  one  of  the  means  of  afford- 
ing cheap  patronage  to  public  performers,  is  to  take  a  dozen 
tickets  U)V  their  night,  and  to  compel  eleven  dear  friend^;,  who 
dare  not  refuse,  to  take  the  superabundance  otfour  hands. 

ter 
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ter  of  our  work.     Selling  our  old  clothes  would  be 
a  virtuous  meanness  compared  with  many  of  these 


negociations. 


How  was  our  high-spirited  friend  Harry  Classic 
astonished,  when  he  was  looking  for  a  Plato  ir^  a 
booksellers  shop  in  Bond  Street,  and  heard  a 
message  delivered  by  a  servant  in  a  livery,  whose 
colours,  if  described,  would  instantly  detect  the 
family  he  served,  requesting  for  his  lady  the  loan 
of  one  hundred  pounds — fifty  were  sent  with  an 
apology  for  inability  to  do  more.  *  Ah,  Sir,'  said 
honest  Title-page  to  Harry,  seeing  him  perhaps 
stare, — *  you  are  surprized,  but  this  is  nothing  to 
what  I  could  shew  you.  You,  living  in  your 
native  credit  and  a  quiet  respectable  home,  where 
I  vow  to  God  when  I  wait  on  you,  it  makes  my 
heart  overflow  to  see  the  good  order  and  harmony 
that  unite  your  family — i/oii  can  have  no  idea  of 
the  shifts  and  intrigues  by  which  the  show  that 
makes  this  street  famous,  is  connected  with  the 
situations  of  the  great.--~This  borrowing  that  you 
have  witnessed  is  nothing.  Can  you  credit  me 
when  I  tell  you  that  I  have  seen  in  other  book- 
sellers' shops,  sent  there  amongst  a  parcel  sold  by 
a  man  of  fashion,  books  that  have  been  bought  of 
me,  and  for  which  I  have  not  to  this  hour  received 
the  money  ?  And  do  you  know  that  it  is  a  common 
practice  wi^h  school  hQyato  order,  in  their  father's 
names?  expensive  sets  of  books  with  cuts,  which 
cuts  they  take  out  and  sell  to  their  schoolfellows. 
J  myself  haye  been  thus  imposed  on  and  refused 

redress, 
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redress,  because  I  ought  to  have  supposed  that  a 
minor  could  not  want  an  expensive  book  *. 

But  where,  we  shall  be  asked,  is  the  remedy  to 
be  found?  Surely  in  that  accommodation  of  our- 
selves to  the  situation  of  our  country,  in  that  fruga- 
lity, and  in  those  renunciations,  if  necessary,  which 
would,  more  than  any  thing,  tend  to  convince  him 
who  is  longing  to  devour  us,  that  he  must  still 
hunger.  If  we  cannot  afford  the  year's  rent  of 
our  house,  we  cannot  afford  that  of  an  opera  box, — 
if  we  must  sell  butter  before  we  can  buy  cheese, 
we  ought  not  to  give  '  grand  dinners :' — if  our 
poverty  and  '  the  times'  oblige  us  to  be  niggardly 
towards  others,  there  can  be  no  excuse  for  indul- 
gence towards  ourselves — and  if  we  must  let  our 
apartments  whenever  we  sleep  out  of  them,  the 
less  frequently  we  quit  home  the  better. 

We  scruple  not  to  affirm  that  what  are  mis- 
called the  pleasures  of  the  world,  are  obtained  and 
enjoyed  on  a  plan  of  fnessifigy  very  unbecoming 
the  English  character.  How  to  buy  and  possess 
under  the  market  price — how  to  avoid  taxes,  with- 
out renouncing  the  thing  taxed — how  to  cast  our 
burdens  on  others — are  considerations  that  occupy 
the  mind  to  its  material  injury,  and  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  those  nice  perceptions  which  we  ought  to 
regard  as  the  outworks  of  conscience.  Every 
thing  sits  loose  to  us — what  we  can  get  by  making 

*  We  could  reveal  something  worse  even  than  this,  if  we 
were  not  delicate  in  the  use  of  our  powers.  Parents  have 
been  known  to  furnish  boys  at  school,  with  temptations  to  the 
purses  of  others,  and  to  value  themselves  on  the  profit  made. 

raL.  I.  E  over 
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over  to  others,  is  the  first  consideration ;  and  many 
a  mistress  of  a  family,  when  she  fancies  herself 
what  is  called  '  settled,'  finds  herself  in  the  situa- 
tion of  *  a  fag  at  our  public  schools — the  fag  goes 
into  a  succession  of  beds  to  prepare  them  for  his 
masters ;  the  wife  occupies  her  house  only  till  its 
decorations  tempt  a  purchaser  or  a  tenant; — to 
take  many  houses,  fit  them  up,  and  dispose  of 
them  at  an  advantage,  being  now  one  of  the  serioua 
occupations  of  an  English  gentleman. 

We  ourselves  were  educated  with  a  strong  sense 
of  justice  and  decorum;  and  the  prejudices  of  early 
youth  are  excusable.  It  was  an  axiom  with  our 
tutor  *  No  one  has  a  right  to  the  labor  of  another 
without  recompense.' — O I  could  he  have  lived  to 
see  the  paltry  disregards  of  this  truth  that  we  have 
witnessed  !  We  object,  and  so  did  he,  to  all  bribes  ; 
but  services  rendered  to  us  make  us  debtors ;  and  a 
smile  and  *  thank  you'  will  not  pay  a  messenger  for 
going  a  mile,  nor  can  any  discontinuance  of  that 
perverted  custom  called  *  vails'  make  a  delicate 
mind  feel  easy  in  a  six  months'  visit  to  a  friend,  and 
a  condescending  nod  to  the  domestics — be  it  ever 
so  condescending.  We  shall,  in  the  course  of  our 
work,  have  occasion  to  speak  on  fashionable  fru- 
galities of  many  kinds — here  let  us  dismiss  this,  by 
hinting,  that  while  human  nature  remains  what  it 
ever  has  been  since  the  fall,  and  will  be  probably 
while  the  world  exists,  every  power  of  influencing 
our  fellow-creatures  to  goodness  by  the  practice  of 
religion  or  morality,  all  our  pains  in  teacliing,  in  ad- 
vising, nay  all  our  benevolence,  is  good  for  nothing, 

if 
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if  we  are  not  just  and  consistent.  The  harmony 
of  a  good  mind  ought  not  to  be  disturbed  by  dis- 
cordant inconsistencies.  The  better  we  are,  the 
better  we  ought  to  be. 

We  have,  times  past  recounting,  found  ourselves 
stopped  in  recommending,  to  those  under  us,  the 
example  of  those  whom  we  think  exemplary. 
When  we  name  the  fear  of  God,  in  which  our 
friends  Wellborn  and  his  wife  live,  and  educate 
their  children,  we  hear  of  his  swearing  at  his  groom, 
and  her  neglect  of  an  unfortunate  sister :  if  we 
praise  the  elegance  of  her  dress,  we  are  referred  to 
her  ragged  regiment  in  the  nursery — if  we  com- 
mend his  regard  for  an  old  servant,  we  are  con- 
vinced that  the  kindness  is  hardly  purchased  by 
drudgeries  imposed  ;  and,  for  fear  we  should  have 
this  information  from  imperfect  sources,  she  tells 
us  herself  how  she  manages  to  get  that  which  ap- 
pears costly;  at  a  frugal  price.  Such  people  sink  us 
into  fools,  when  '  the  arts  of  life'  are  the  subjects 
of  discussion — but  we  cannot  learn  of  them. 

Yet  with  all  this  attention  to  '  the  pressure  of 
the  times,'  we  cannot  find  the  effect  we  should  look 
for.  Shopkeepers  tell  us,  and  all  the  indications 
of  trade  confirm  their  report,  that  so  much  money 
was  never  spent  as  now ;  and  we  have  good  reason 
to  believe,  that  the  present  scheme  is,  to  have 
money  for  whatever  we  covet,  and  to  plead  '  the 
times'  for  foregoing  necessaries  of  life  and  decency 
which  give  us  no  pleasure.  The  houshold  linen 
will  bear  another  patching,  we  must  have  a  twenty- 
guinea  walking-dress,  or  a  mantle  of  four  times  the 
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price;  and  poor  Tom  must  shift  uith  his  outgrown 
coat,  because  Papa  has  just  given  Mama  a  row  of 
pearls. 

Have  we  any  misers  now  ?  Are  all  the  race  of 
E ,  and  J ,  and  R ,  extinct?  We  can- 
not confjratulate  ourselves  on  the  world's  deliver- 
ance  from  them,  while  examples  so  much  more 
easy  to  be  copied  exist — it  requires  energy  of  mind 
to  be  a  miser — nothing  but  ordinary  selfishness  to 

do  base  things.    No  one  will  imitate  R 's  nego- 

ciation  for  the  loan  rather  thanr  the  purchase  of  a 
pennyworth  of  brimstone  to  avert  the  cramp, — nor 
will  many  be  at  the  trouble  of  changing  servants 
cheese  for  worse  at  the  same  price,  or  run  the  risk 
of  pocketing  the  cheese-taster.  It  is  not  every 
woman  of  quality,  Avho,  like  his  well-trained  daugh- 
ter, will  immerse  her  arm  up  to  the  elbow  in  the 
hog's  tub ! ! — but  all  can  be  shabby  *. 

Allow  us  to  give  from  our  Liber  Veritatis,  from 
which  we  have  not  turned  our  eye,  a  sketch  of 
a  real  dinner  party.  The  company  were,  the 
master  and  mistress  of  the  house, — persons  possess- 
ing four  changes  of  residence,  and  keeping  two 
carriages, — some  young  people  of  the  family,  the 
brother  of  an  earl  with  his  wife,  an  oriental  Croesus 
and  his  beautiful  lady,  one  or  two  ripieno  charac- 

*  Be  warned,  yc  fair  candidates  for  matrimony!  Miss 
Skinflint  lost  her  lover  on  the  eve  of  her  wedding,  by  saying, 

*  No,  tliank  you  mama,  no  more  chicken,  Mr. has  not 

picked  his  bones  clean — I  will  pick  them  for  him,' — Mr. 

cruel   ^Ir. !  sent  a  note  to  the  lady^s  bedside  the  next 

morning,  in  very  good  time  to  save  her  rising, 
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ters,  and  the  observing  party. — The  first  question 
came  from  '  the  honorable,'  while  he  was  assisting 
the  lady  of  the  house  in  carving  a  fine  cod. — 
'  Where  do  you  get  your  fish  ?'  The  lady  addressed 
herself  to  her  husband,  ^  Ruby,  where  did  it  come 
from  ?' — ^  I  went  this  morning  to  Billingsgate  my- 
self for  it :' — then  followed  the  revelation  of  his 
method  of  haranguing  the  chapman  w  ith  whom  he 
dealt : — ^  Come,  my  good  fellow,  now  I  know  you 
love  a  bit  of  good  fish  yourself;  and  you  know 
^vhat's  good, — now  let  me  have  some  of  your  prime 

goods — I  want,  says  I,  a  capital  fish.' ^  Where 

do  you  deal  for  your  glasses?  Rub}','  said  the 
Nabob, — 'what  do  they  stand  you  in?' — '  Why 
there,  said  Ruby,  I  must  let  you  into  a  little  bit  of 
a  secret, — ^I  get  them  snug, — I  dont  believe  they 
'  stood  me  in  above  four  pence  halfpenny  a  piece.' 
— '  Gad,  I  wish  I  could  get  some  like  'em! — do 
you  know  mine  cost  me  eighteen  pence?  and  then 
I  was  favoured,  I  thought;  but  these  are  as  neat 
glasses  as  any  man  w^ould  wish  to  drink  out  of — dp 
send  your  man  to  me.' 

Every  dish  and  every  thing  produced  the  same 
sort  of  dialogue,  till  at  length  came,  in  the  dessert, 
some  *  very  pretty  oranges,'  not  large,  but  looking 
more  than  usually  ripe  andjuicy — again  Ruby  was 
obliged  to  refer  and  compute — the  very  pretty 
oranges  were  purchased  in  'Change  Alley,  and 
*  stood  him  in,'  one  with  another,  five  farthings 
each : — the  jew-boy  was  described  as  accurately  as 
possible,  and  Nabob  was  sure  he  should  find  him, 
—'And  now/  said  Ruby,  '  if  you  love  a  bargain,  I 
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will  tell  you  how  I  manage  for  my  venison.  I 
make  that  fellow  there,  that  deals  so  largely  just  by 
our  coffee-house,  send  me  off  an  express  whenever 
he  has  a  fine  haunch  that  must  be  drest  that  day. 
— I  send  him  my  guinea,  and,  upon  my  soul,  I  can't 
taste  any  where  such  venison  as  I  get.' 

The  Nabob's  lady  was  a  native  of  the  East  nnd 
but  newly  initiated  in  the  frugalities  of  London— 
perhaps  we  might — O !  who  can  always  command 
their  features  ? — we  might  look  as  if  hearing  novel- 
ties,— indeed  they  were  so  to  us. — She  therefore 
began  some  counteracting  observations  ;  and  ad- 
dressing herself  to  our  hostess,  she  informed  her  of 
some  alterations  making  in  their  *  third  drawing 
room  in  Portland  place,'  and  the  sad  necessity  it 
Involved  of  removing  '  the  glass  pilasters.'  She 
then   proceeded,  *  Only  think,  Mrs  Ruby,  how 

strange  it  is  that  Mr. ,  though  he  has  four 

horses  always  standing  in  the  stable,  chooses  to  go 
into  the  city  in  a  hackney  coach !' — Poor  Nabob, 
who  had  been  till  this  moment  practising  in  the 
key  of  parsimony  sharps  felt  it  discord  to  his 
ear  to  be  snatched  into  that  of  vonity^at ;  and  in 
his  not  lost  Scotish  accent,  with  the  help  of  his 
snuff-box,  and  with  an  accompaniment  of  malice 
in  his  countenance,  not  to  be  sketched,  he  replied 
in  a  lower  tone,  but  very  audibly,  ^  Ye  may  talk 
now ;  but  it  wa'nt  be  long,  ye'U  ha'  yere  fower 
hoarses  to  brag  o'.' 

Pity  subdued  our  every  feeling, — mercy,  mercy ! 
was  on  our  tongue : — the  offending  vain  one,  to 
whom  the  old  rhodomontade  would  have  applied, 

*The 
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*  The  lovely  whiteness  of  thy  beauteous  neck. 
Sullies  the  plate,  and  makes  the  napkin  black' 

seemed  in  an  dyed  steeped  in  the  deepest  infu- 
sion of  the  poeony — she  had  no  resource  but 
silence,  her  fan  and  her  "vinaigrette,  Guinea 
whist  finished  the  evening  ^. 

*  An  instance  of  ingenuous  parsimony  comes  to  our  know- 
ledge, while  this  page  is  printing. — A  lady,  with  an  income 
of  ten  or  twelve  thousand  pounds  a  year,  was  bewailing  to 
her  apothecary  the  grievous  reduction  it  would  experience 
by  the  property-tax  :  he  comforted  her  by  alluding  to  her 
abundant  means  of  supporting  it. — *  True,*  she  replied,  *  I 
do  not  say  I  cannot  afford  it — but  verily  it  amounts  to  more 
than  my  whole  year's  disbursements. 


CHAPTER. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Tke  true  use  of  the  Bible.  A  husband-hunting.  The  heiress 
e?nancipated.  Portraits  from  the  life.  Thirty  a  melancholy 
age  to  some.  Happiness  imperfect,  cvtn  with  riches.  The 
offered  coronet.  Good  reasons  for  dubig  -wrong.  A  wooing* 
A  wedding.  How  to  ruin  a  i)rotegee.  Miltons  Eve  in 
fashion.  Lady  in  Comus  the  honester  character,  A  poor 
devil.     Prospect  of  an  heir, 

A  FEW  years  proving  to  Mr.  Toms's  satisfaction 
that  his  daughter  was,  as  he  said,  '  a  young 
woman  to  be  trusted,'  she  had  in  every  depart- 
ment, but  the  banking-shop,  the  entire  manage- 
ment of  him  and  his  purse.  Imputing  the 
undisturbed  tranquillity  in  which  the  other  sex 
were  content  she  should  remain,  to  *  the  oddities' 
of  her  father,  she  looked  forward  with  an  impa* 
tience  very  justifiable,  in  the  opinion  of  her  upper 
servant,  to  that  period  which  should  give  her  the 
plenary  enjoyment  of  that  which  she  now  shared. 
Those  who  stop  to  consider  what  must  occur  be-^ 
fore  they  take  possession  of  *  the  portion  of  goods 
that  falleth  unto  them,'  may  feel  some  check  to 
this  impatience ;  but  Miss  Toms  had  never  yet 
been  desired  to  consider. 

By  the  privation  of  other  tastes,  she  was  nega- 
tively coinpelled  to  do  what  she  disliked,  till  it 
l)ecabe  a  habit,  and  she  a  proficient  in  it.     Her 

needle 
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needle,  exercised  in  putting  together,  or  keeping 
together,  her  father's  linen,  in  transferring  trim- 
mings, adding  ornaments  to  ornaments,  or  fetch- 
ing up  fashions  in  her  dress,  filled  up  her  hours 
at  home ;  and  though  Mr.  Toms  would  sometimes 
wonder  that  *  his  Nance,'  somehow  or  other, 
never  looked  ^  like  other  people,'  yet  recollecting 
that  *  he  must  say  for  her,  she  was  by  no  means 
extravagant,'  he  was  fearful  of  interfering.  He 
therefore  endured  with  complacency,  her  freighted 
work-basket — *  a  thing  of  shreds  and  tatters' — 
standing  duly  in  the  dining-room  window  on  a  large 
book,  of  very  little  use  in  the  house  but  to  smooth 
a  cambric  handkerchief  once  worn,  or  to  absorb 
the  humidity  of  a  bit  of  lace  washed  for  the  even- 
ing. In  the  blank  leaf  of  this  great  book,  indeed, 
had  been  registered,  on  the  joyful  day  of  its  occur- 
rence, and  with  abundant  space  beneath — left 
alas !  for  brothers  and  sisters — the  birth  of  the  not 
then  named  but  already  designated,  Nancy  Toms 
— and — '  so  far' — the  book  was  of  value. — If,  as' 
a  female  genius  of  our  own  day  has  laid  down, 
the  good  order  of  a  house  consists  in  ^  keeping 
every  thing  in  its  proper  place,  employing  every 
thing  in  its  proper  use,  and  doing  every  thing  at 
its  proper  time,'  Miss  Toms  was  in  a  fair  way  to 
become  a  notable  housekeeper — for  what  is  the 
proper  place  for  a  large  book  but  a  window  ?  and 
what  can  be  its  use  to  a  lady,  but  that  to  which 
she  put  it  ?  Of  proper  times  too,  she  was  not  un- 
observant :  she  never  in  her  life  was  too  late  for 
lany  thing  she  lik^d  to  do ;  and  rich  as  she  was, 

to 
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to  do  what  she  did  not  like  to  do,  was  '  out  of 
the  question.' 

A  few  hints  from  his  neighbors  and  friends — a 
question  or  two  on  the  subject — a  toast  addressed 
to  Miss  Toms  at  his  table,  of pardon  the  inde- 
cency, we  beseech  thee,  reader — *  A  good  husband 
and  soon' — made  Mr.  Toms  bedn  to  think  he  must 
look  out  for  those  who  seemed  not  to  look  out  for 
his  daughter.  He  had  considered  as  the  natural 
impatience  of  girls  to  be  what  they  call  *  their  own 
mistress,'  some  little  poutings  he  had  witnessed 
when  neighbors  sent  bride-cake :  he  had,  with  a 
smile,  watched  the  placing  carefully  on  the  cham- 
ber-candlestick, when  she  retired  for  the  night, 
the  mystic  fragment  which  was  to  influence  her 
dreams ;  but  now  the  warnings  of  his  friends,  as 
they  were  not  always  secret,  might,  he  feared, 
warn  the  nymph  to  seek  for  herself,  and  risk  her 
finding  what  would  be  worse  than  any  thing  he 
could  find,  or  even  than  her  going  unmarried  to 
what  he  called  '  Elysium  fields.' 

On  a  sudden,  therefore,  he  resolved  on  an  altera- 
tion in  his  mode  of  living :  he  took  his  head  clerk 
into  a  partnership,  and  relaxing  from  the  care  of 
'  the  books,'  he  made  the  disposal  of  his  daughter 
a  subject  of  equal  speculation  with  the  funds.  For 
some  months  of  every  year,  he  now  travelled  with 
her.  Perceiving,  as  he  said,  that  nothing  was  '  to 
be  done'  in  London,  where,  as  he  supposed,  '  the 
market  was  glutted,'  he  would  try  the  country; 
and,  beginning  at  South  End,  with  the  same  steady 
i-egularity  as  had  marked  his  progress  in  business, 

he 
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he  proceeded  by  exactly-allotted  portions  along 
the  eastern  and  southern  coasts,  visited  Bath, 
Bristol,  Liverpool,  and  the  principal  towns  in 
Wales,  stopping  longest  where  he  found  the 
greatest  resort  of  monied  men,  or  any  gaiety  that 
brought  young  people  together.  Wherever  he 
saw  '  the  Assembly-room'  written  on  the  front  of 
a  country  inn,  he  stopt  to  make  enquiry ;  and  if 
he  could  see  his  Nancy  engaged  in  a  dance,  he 
cared  not  for  his  own  personal  suffering  under  a 
cieling  that  returned  the  evaporation  of  the  even- 
ing ;  he  watched  all  her  movements ;  he  clapt,  he 
encored,  and  told  all  those  around  him  that  that 
fine  girl  was  his  only  daughter,  and  that  she  might 
have  forty,  fifty,  sixty,  or  a  hundred  thousand 
pounds  of  his  money  any  day  of  the  week, 
according  as  the  advance  of  years  added  to  his 
compound  capital  and  compound  interest. 

No  part  of  England,  but  the  extreme  northern 
counties,  was  *  unhunted'  in  this  search ;  and  to 
these  Miss  Toms  exprest  a  decided  aversion.  She 
feared  a  location  beyond  the  Tweed ;  and  to  avert 
the  danger,  requested  her  father  in  their  many 
conferences  on  the  subject,  not  to  go  near  the 
Scotch  people,  as  they  were  all  '  much  too  sharp 
for  her !'  *  But,  girl,  they  are  prudent  fellows — 
they'll  take  care  of  your  money' — *  Yes  Pa,'  but 
when  I  have  it,  /  shall  choose  to  spend  it,'  There 
was,  to  Mr.  Toms's  apprehension,  too  much  wit  in 
the  reply,  to  allow  him  any  plea  for  contradiction : 
it  served  two  purposes  :  it  saved  an  extended  jour- 
ney; and  when  reported,it  went  some  way  towards 

hinting 
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hinting  to  '  the  Southrens'  that  Miss  Toms  pre- 
ferred a  husband  amongst  them. — Oh  !  the  first 
summer  that  was  spent  in  despair  1  when  the  sen- 
tence, '  why  I  think,  Nance,  we  have  been  every 
where,  and  had  no  luck,'  settled  them  into  a  villcg- 
giatura  at  Stratford  green.  The  old  gentleman 
did  not  long  survive  it.  Some  attacks  on  his  con- 
stitution made  him  think  he  must,  notwithstanding 
this  sad  state  of  uncertainty,  settle  his  affairs ;  and 
half  convinced  it  was  as  well  his  daughter  should 
remain  what  he  had  taken  such  fruitless  pains  to 
prevent  her  remaining,  he  made  a  brief  will  in 
favor  of  '  Nancy  Toms,  spinster,'  with  no  other 
deduction  or  appropriation  than  that  which  did 
him  honor,  a  very  liberal  bequest  to  his  half-bro- 
ther. On  his  death-bed  he  saw  this  brother,  and 
having  requested  him  to  assist  Nancy  in  the  regu- 
lation of  her  affairs,  he  died  without  regret,  with- 
out solicitude,  and  perhaps  without  hopes  or 
fears. 

Now  all  this  history  of  foolish  Mr.  Toms  and  his 
daughter  is  '  most  insufferable' — '  horrible  to  a  de- 
gree'— '  common  place' — '  taken  from  low  life' — 
*  out  of  nature.' — It  may  be  insufferable,  horrible, 
and  common  place — but  it  is  not  low  life,  nor  out 
of  nature — nor  quite  out  of  fashion. — Change  the 
ground,  and  you  see  the  same  farce  daily,  and  still 
more  folly. — What  but  the  same  folly  and  as  much 
vulgarity,  has  made  Baroness  Phalanx  spend  her 
daughters'  small  portions  on  a  superficial  educa- 
tion, ruddle  them  up  like  new-shorn  sheep,  and 
carry  them  to  court  and  from  court,  from  one  city 

to 
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to  another,  from  this  southern  to  that  eastern  wa- 
tering-place, but  the  sanie  object  that  animated 
Mr.  Toms's  endeavors,  the  hope  of  disposing  of 
a  daui^hterr'  Or  what  is  it  that  induces  Mrs.  Pen- 
nyworth to  hazard  her  neck  daily  in  her  crazy  vehi- 
cle, culled  from  the  stale  fragments  of  the  builders 
lofts,  to  shew  her  nieces,  Anna-Maria,  and  Julia 
in  the  Park,  but  the  hope  that  somebody,  it  mat- 
ters not  who,  may  ask,  *  Who  are  those  pretty 
girls  r'  We  do  not  often  applaud  rebellion ;  but 
we  can  excuse  the  perverse  decorum  of  these 
children^  when  we  see  them  draw  back  with  a 
resolution  not  to  be  stared  at.  And  when  others 
of  our  friends  claim  our  attention  to  their  daugh- 
ters' productions  and  accomplishments^  as  they  are 
mis- called,  is  it  not  in  the  hope  of  what  may 
ensue  ?  and  is  it  not  all  as  vulgar  as  *  Mr.  Toms 
and  his  daughter.' — -The  motive  stamps  the  action, 
and  we  know  the  motive. — W^hy  was  Mrs.  Myops 
in  hysterics  of  joy  when  Carnefaccia,  the  statuary, 
begged  leave  to  model  her  daughter's  foot  ?  Why 
has  she,  since  it  has  been  in  the  shop  windows, 
looked  shy  on  Frank  Manly,  and  redoubled  her 
attention  to  the  young  Marquis  ? — 'Tis  all  '  Mr. 
Toms  and  his  daughter'  enacted  over  and  over 
again;  and  Volpone,  whether  performed  in  a 
barn  or  a  theatre  royal,  is  still  Ben  Jonson's 
comedy  '  The  Fox.' 

IMiss  Toms  was  at  this  time  thirty  years  of  age 
— a  melancholy  period  to  the  vain  and  frivolous. 
We  have  indeed  heard  our  noble-minded  Cornelia 
thank  God  she  had  reached  twenty-nine — but  then 

Cornelia 
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Cornelia  is  neither  vain  nor  frivolous ;  she  is  not 
aware  that  her  person  is  admired ;  and  she  rejoices 
in  getting  free  from  that  impediment  of  youth, 
which  might  lessen  her  powers  of  protection  and 
assistance.  Cornelia  has  designs  too  vast  to 
be  bounded  by  this  world.  To  lead  others  with 
her  in  the  path  of  righteousness,  is  one  of  the 
occupations  of  her  life,  and  in  this  endeavor  expe- 
rience assists.  Miss  Toms  had  no  such  hard  labor 
to  encounter :  her  father's  funeral  removed  every 
obstacle  to  her  taking  possession  of  this  world ; 
and  of  another  she  knew,  if  possible,  less. 

In  '  the  common  way,' — living  genteelly  in  Lon- 
don, when  London  was  fashionable,  and  out  of 
it,  or  in  what  is  called  '  London  out  of  town,'  at 
other  times,  she  got  on  to  near  thirty-five,  not 
having  realised,  and  why  she  had  not  done  it  she 
knew  not — above  half  the  pleasure  she  had  been 
promised  by  hope,  as  the  exclusive  patrimony  of 
a  great  heiress.  Her  mortifications  had  often  coun- 
terbalanced her  enjoyments  :  youth  and  beauty 
would  sometimes  attract  more  notice  than  wealth 
and  finery;  and  there  was,  in  a  rising  generation, 
something  she  knew  not  what,  which  she  had  not 
perceived  in  that  co-eval  with  herself  Her  endea- 
vors to  refine  her  connexions,  made  her  sensible  of 
the  advantage  of  rank,  consequently  '  family  pride' 
was  w  ith  her  a  darling  theme  of  reprehension :  and 
when  she  had  made  exertions  to  bribe  a  party 
round  her  by  the  only  attraction  she  had  to  offer, 
it  was  dejecting  to  find  that  something,  very  tri- 
fling in  her  estimation,    would   turn  a  body  of 

recruits 
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recruits  into  deserters.  By  degrees,  her  spirits 
flagged ;  and  the  little  cheerfulness  new  happiness 
had  occasioned,  departed.  Finding  it  difficult  to 
distinguish  herself  by  spending,  the  wish  to  spend 
became  superseded  by  one  to  save.  Little  was 
relinquished  or  acquired  by  this  change.  The 
acid  and  alkaline  coalescence  of  pride  and  parsi- 
mony sometimes  produce  a  neutral ;  and  it  was 
doing  no  flagrant  injury  to  society,  when  Lord 
Luxmore  thought  of  a  marriage  with  Miss  Toms 
as  the  best  means  to  save  him  from  the  trouble, 
the  hopeless  trouble !  of  learning  to  be  wise. 

In  the  outset  of  this  splendid  attachment,  she 
had  not  been  entrapped  ignorantly ;  she  had  been 
warned ;  she  had  sacrificed  more  than  one  sincere 
friend  of  her  family,  in  the  discussion.  She  had 
resented  as  personal  insult,  a  hint  from  her  uncle, 
that  a  plain  woman  of  her  age,  ran  a  tremendous 
risk  in  marrying  a  needy  nobleman  of  eighteen. 
Anonymous  letters  had  told  her  of  incipient 
attachments  and  an  arranged  connexion :  his  debts 
and  his  pursuits  had  been  stated,  and  he  had  been 
characterised,  perhaps  somewhat  beyond  the  per- 
mission of  truth,  as  incapable  of  nothing  but 
acting  well.  Her  advisers,  like  many  who  mean 
just  the  contrary  of  what  they  effect,  thought 
the  stronger  the  dose,  the  more  certain  the  cure. 
Arsenic  may  be  given  in  a  quantity  that  proves 
its  antidote ;  and  Miss  Toms's  heart  rose  unhurt 
from  the  stroke  that  was  intended  to  dismiss  its 
new  interest. 

To 
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To  the  arguments  founded  on  disparity  of  age, 
she  had  replied  by  remarking,  that  if  it  was  an  ob- 
jection, it  belonged  to  Lord  Luxmore  to  make  it:  all 
men  were  not  of  that  light  disposition  which  seeks 
only  what  is  childish :  his  errors  were  no  blemish : 
*  a  reformed  rake  always  made  the  best  husband:' 
she  mi^ht  have  added,  that  men  of  fashion  are 
thought  by  many  ladies  to  give  eclat  to  vice,  and 
that  superior  rank  claimed  the  privilege  of  acting 
under  carte  blanche  from  conscience. — His  female 
connexions  he  certainly  would  give  up  when  he 
married  her;  and  what  more  could  be  expected?  His 
debts  she  meant  to  pay;  and,  with  many  thanks 
for  the  kind  and  disinterested  endeavors  of  her 
good  friends,  she  considered  herself  as  the  person 
best  able  to  judge  of  what  was  conducive  to  her 
own  happiness.  Some  credit,  she  observed,  had 
been  given  her  by  her  *  poor  dear  father'  for  prudent 
conduct,  and  she  could  not  think  her  understand- 
ing so  very  much  below  that  of  the  rest  of  the 
world,  as  to  need  perpetual  guardianship.  But  of 
what  use  were  prudence,  caution  and  good  sense, 
if  now  that  she  chose  to  act  for  herself  in  a  point 
where  no  one  had  any  right  to  act  for  her,  she  was 
to  be  treated  as  if  she  needed,  what  she  never  yet 
had  asked,  the  advice  of  friends? 

To  prove  at  once  her  candor,  her  freedom  from 
«uspicion,  or  rather  from  common  sense,  and  her 
love,  all  disadvantageous  reports  were  duly  com- 
municated to  his  lordship;  and  their  frequency 
furnished  him  with  a  good  argument  for  urging 

on 
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on  the  day  which  was  to  deprive  her  counsellors 
of  their  right  to  counsel,  and  convince  the  world 
that  she  was  of  age  and  ability  to  judge  for  herself. 
The  ensuing  winter  would  confound  all  opposition. 
The  malice  of  those  who  presumed  to  think  them- 
selves at  present  her  equals,  could  not  follow  hep 
into  the  splendid  appropriations  of  rank  and  ho- 
nors. Where  she  was  welcomed  as  a  guest,  thes^ 
persons  could  not  gain  aduiittance  even  as  spec-* 
tators.  They  would  only  hear  of  her  enviable 
exaltation,  and  would ^  in  time,  be  taught  by  the 
distance  between  them  and  her,  to  court  that 
influence  which  they  might  justly  fear.  In  short, 
she  now,  he  observed,  had  gone  too  far  in  her 
path  of  noble  independence  to  recede :  she  must 
be  what  her  father's  discernment  of  her  merit, 
and  contidence  in  her  propriety  of  conduct,  had 
hitherto  exempted  her  from  being,  the  ward  and 
the  puppet  of  her  self-interested  relations,  whom 
nothing  but  their  consanguinity,  prevented  his 
lordship  from  denominating  the  dregs  of  the  peo* 
pie,  if  she  once  said  or  gave  reason  to  suppose, 
that  she  repented  of  her  partiality  for  a  maa 
who  was  willing,  for  her  sake,  to  forego  every 
consideration  but  that  of  rescuing  her  from  an 
usurped  government,  which,  if  not  now  immedi^ 
ately  felt  in  all  its  iron  tyranny,  he  saw,  and  had 
more  reasons  than  he  chose  to  name  for  asserting, 
was  ready  to  crush  her  the  moment  she  withdrew 
from  his  fond  protection. 

If  the  earl  of  Luxmore  was  but  a  common-plact 
orator;   if  his  ai'guments  seemed  fetclied  rather 
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from  his  necessities  than  from  his  passion ;  if,  in 
short,  what  he  said  was  any  thing  but  fair  reasoning 
and  legitimate  deduction,  it  must  at  least  be  con- 
fessed that  he  knew  his  auditor,  and  possessed  the 
power  of  accommodating  his  rhetoric  to  the  occa- 
sion that  called  for  it.  All  he  said  found  a  willing 
ear,  except  the  allusion  to  the  inferiority  of  Miss 
Toms's  connexions  :  this  claimed  a  short  pause  in 
her  perfect  acquiescence^  and  before  she  confessed 
his  lordship  in  the  right,  and  fully  acquainted  with 
her  sentiments,  she  stopped  to  fight  the  battle  of 
some  few  of  her  relations,  by  proving  petty  dis- 
tinctions bestowed  on  some  of  their  progenitors^ 
and  local  honors  sought  by  others.  The  greatest 
and  most  substantial  vindication  of  them,  she,  like 
many  hasty  orators,  passed  over  in  silence :  she 
omitted  entirely  the  mention  of  high  respectability, 
inviolable  integrity,  and  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  their  fellow-citizens,  which  many  of  her  family 
had  possessed,  without  wishing  for  the  paltry  and 
unsuitable  distinctions  which  are  the  last  exer- 
tion of  expiring  humility. 

Let  us,  however,  in  this  purely  mercenary  nego- 
tiation, do  the  earl  justice.  Miss  Toms  had  been 
pointed  out  to  him,  at  an  Easter-ball,  which  the 
hope  of  flattering  the  sheri(f  into  a  loan  had 
induced  him  to  attend,  as  a  great  heiress,  and  one 
Dot  very  likely  to  refuse  the  offer  of  rank.  Some- 
tning  had,  to  his  praise  be  it  spoken!  made  his 
conscience  for  a  while  hesitate  and  ask  him 
whether  starving  on  his  pay  in  the  guards,  an  ap- 
plication for  a  pension,  or^even  the  experiment  of 
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oeconomical  prudence,  were  not  preferable  to  the 
renunciation  of  a  poor  papist-girl,  whom  he  had 
decoyed  from  a  hamlet,  and  attached  to  him  by  the 
gratitude  consequent  on  kindness,  and  to  the  de- 
testable hypocrisy  for  which  he  must  pledge  him- 
self: but  the  threat  of  a  foreclosure  of  the  mort- 
gage on  his  family-mansion  opposed  his  scruples, 
and  the  lady's  uncle  settled  the  business  com- 
pletely, by  prevailing  on  one  of  his  lordship's 
creditors  to  disturb  him,  that  the  news  might  reach 
her,  and  crush,  as  he  hoped  it  must,  the  passion,  he 
supposed,  a  couple  of  country-dances  had  given 
birth  to. — This  ill-timed  officiousness  made  up  the 
earl's  mind :  he  promised  the  clamorous  tradesman 
a  full  discharge  of  his  debt  to  him  in  three  months, 
and  at  the  Opera  that  evening,  sought  and  won  the 
heiress.  All  previous  matters  were  soon  adjusted, 
where  on  one  side  there  was  so  much  to  urge, 
and  on  the  other  so  much  to  allure.  A  superb 
house  was  taken,  and  furnished  with  all  the  celerity 
of  London  upholsterers ;  equipages  were  chosen, 
servants  hired;  the  bride's  clothes  exhibited  as 
usual,  and  tried  on  by  all  fair  candidates  for  similar 
honors;  and  the  morning  papers  soon  gratified 
the  town  by  announcing  the  happy  event  in 
fashionable  terms,  equivalent  with  '  chastely  ele- 
if  ant  in  her  decorations — ^  Brassels  lace  robe  — 
'  chariot  and  four- — ^  happy  pair —felicitous  honey- 
moon'  &c.  &c. 

In  the  progress  of  this  courtship,  some  praise  is 
due  to  his  lordship's  cautious  integrity  of  profes- 
sions.   When  he  urged  the  fair  mistress  of  his  des- 
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tiny  to  do,  what  he  saw  she  wanted  only  an  excuse 
for  doing,  he  bound  Iiiniself  by  the  most  solemn 
promises  to  fulhl,  to  the  utmost,  every  wish  of  her 
heart ;  and  as  he  knew  enough  of  that  region  to 
be  assured  that  the  herald  and  tlie  jeweller  could 
execute  all  he  undertook,  and  was  sufficiently  con- 
versant with  the  world  and  its  view  of  things,  to 
trust  that  the  woman  he  married  must,  at  least  for 
a  time,  be  envied,  he  had  no  premeditated  design 
to  impeach  his  honor,  or  fail  in  the  performance 
of  his  promises. 

In  his  lordship's  character  the  predominant 
feature,  if  we  may  so  term  a  negative,  was  the 
absence  of  every  principle,  good  or  ill :  he  M'as  by 
no  means  atrocious,  nor  perhaps  would  he  have 
been  bad  if  any  pains  had  ever  been  taken  to 
make  him  otherwise  :  he  had  a  great  deal  of  natu- 
ral good  humor,  which  bore  an  amiable  semblance 
"vvithout  having  any  root  in  tiic  soil  of  liis  mind : 
his  person  was  uncommonly  fme,  his  manners 
perfectly  elegant:  to  have  deemed  him  a  fool 
would  have  been  as  wide  of  the  truth  as  to  have 
dubbed  him  a  philosopher :  he  was,  what  may  every 
spring-day  and  every  hour,  when  men  of  fashion 
appear  abroad,  be  met  in  Ilyde-Park,  the  sub- 
scription-houses, and  all  other  lounges  of  the 
'upper  world.'  Had  he  married  a  sensible  woman, 
he  would  have  become  respectable ;  for  to  imme- 
diate influence  he  was  more  than  ordinarily  open. 
The  woman  he  married  could  make  no  addition  to 
the  catalogue  of  his  virtues,  but  patience  and  self- 
abasement,  nor  offer  for  his  advantage  any  of  that 
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soft  power  which  never  assumes  so  little  as  when 
it  accomplishes  the  most. 

One  great  and  lasting  comfort,  however,  at- 
tended their  union  :  the  parties  Avere  out  of  the 
reach  of  deception  or  disappointment.  As  Miss 
Toms's  property  was  entirely  Bank-Stock,  no 
mistake  could  take  place  in  that  important 
point*  and  as  his  lordship  stood  recorded  in  the 
peerage  as  Basil  Sydenham,  Earl  of  Luxmore, 
"Viscount  Portargis,  Baron  Sydenham  of  Lux- 
more,  in  the  county  of a  captain  in  the  first 

regiment  of  foot-guards, — which,  to  avoid  being 
laughed  at,  he  quitted  before  his  nuptials  took 
place, — his  lady  could  not  be  defrauded  of  her 
nobility  :  each  therefore  had  what  each  purchased 

Any  power,  that  her  superiority  of  age  and 
experience  might  give  her  over  the  errors  of  so 
unschooled  a  husband,  had  not  connected  itself 
with  Lad}'  Luxmore's  recollections  or  her  solicitude 
for  aggrandizement ;  and  of  that  union  which  dou- 
bles joy  and  divides  sorrow,  the  one  might  have 
had  just  as  clear  a  notion  as  the  other,  if  accident 
had  not  given  his  lordship  an  advantage.  But 
there  was  this  difference  between  them:  he  had,  in 
his  mind,  an  indistinct  outline  of  an  amiable  fe- 
male character ;  but  of  worth  in  a  man,  she  knew 
nothing.  Miss  Toms  had  studied  no  character 
but  that  of  her  father :  Lord  Luxmore  had,  in  two 
years'  domestication  with  his  girl  of  the  hamlet, 
found  or  fancied  all  the  happiness  that  female  so- 
ciety could  give :  it  wanted,  indeed,  thsit si?ie  qua  no?i 
with  some  scrupulous  mindS;  innocence  j  but  he 

had 
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had  discernment  enough  to  feel,  or  else  somebody 
had  convinced  him,  that  the  instant  it  ceased  to  be 
illicit,  it  would  cease  to  exist :  he  therefore  rested 
content. 

The  object  of  his  passion  was  the  daughter  of 
very  poor  parents,  ^^  ho  thinking  they  should  share 
in  any  good  fortune  they  might  procure  for  her, 
agreed  in  making  her  useless  and  dependent.  Se- 
duced themselves  from  the  religion  of  their  fore- 
fathers by  a  catholic  family,  who  became  purchasers 
of  the  property  all  round  them,  they  gave  up  this 
daughter  to  the  lady  who  had  done  them  this  kind- 
ness, and  who  having  all  the  amiable  warmth  of  her 
mode  of  faith,  and  perceiving  in  her  protegee  a 
mind  capable  of  any  degree  of  refinement,  indulged 
her  weak  \  benevolence  in  setting  her  feelings  to 
that  fine  edge,  which  even  the  action  of  the  air  will 
injure.  Cultivating  her  imagination,  with  no  view 
but  to  see  it  when  cultivated,  she  destroyed 
every  active  power,  and  spent  those  hours  in 
teaching  her  to  read  poetry  and  give  pathos  to 
tragedy,  which  had  been  fiir  more  meritoriously 
spent  in  the  dairy  or  the  laundry.- — Beauty  and  de- 
licacy were  pleaded  as  the  excuses  for,  or  rather  the 
justification  of,  her  folly ;  and  when  his  lordship 
had  accepted  the  invitation  of  a  son  of  this  family, 
to  spend  a  few  weeks  with  them,  he  found  this 
anomaly  in  the  dra'^  "g-room,  and  thence  allured 
her  by  professions  of  passion,  and  ambiguous 
phrases,  which  credulity  might  translate  into  any 
thing.  The  poor  girl,  taught  to  be  weak,  was  not 
of  necessity  vicious :  she  submitted  to  all  the  ob- 
scurity 
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scurity  attached  to  such  a  situation,  and  proved 
that  she  might  have  made  an  honest  man,  a  degree 
above  her  own  rank,  an  amiable,  if  not  a  useful 
wife.  Delighted  to  exert  every  talent  she  pos- 
sessed for  him  whom  she  wished — O !  how  vain  the 
wish  to  a  mind  but  half  corrupted  ! — to  con.sider  as 
lier  benefactor,  she  recited  at  times  the  most  pa- 
thetic parts  of  the  Paradise  Lost,  and  then  in- 
structing him  in  that  w  hicbJiad  instructed  her,  she 
gave  him  at  once  the  copy  and  the  original,  and 
charmed  him  by  her  fancied  resemblance  to  that 
which  she  taught  him  to  believe  the  archetype 
to  which  he  was  indebted  for  all  that  he  loved 
in  her*. 

Lord  Luxmore's  faults,  as  well  as  his  better 
qualities,  were  all,  like  the  teeth  of  infants,  without 
any  foundation,  easily  made  useful  or  easily  re* 
moved  :  virtues  and  their  opposites  had  all  grQwn 

*  V/hether  the  carl  or  his  rnialress,  or  even  the  present 
fashion  of  admiring  Milton's  Eve,  be  correct,  we  humbly 
conceive  admits  a  question.  We  cannot  but  think  the  poet 
drew  what  he  intended  a  portrait  of  the  weaker  sex,  and  not 
at  all  less  wvak  than  her  sex,  decked  with  all  the  charms 
compatible  with  that  weakness.  Eve  is  a  lovely,  wayward, 
pouting,  bewitching,  great  girl,  recommended  very  forcibly  to 
the  gentlemen  by  her  fine  hair  and  her  docility,  but,  to  nice 
observers,  disgraced  by  the  petty  artifice  that  seems  to  cling 
to  her  character.  However  just  may  be  the  delineation,  no 
v«oman  could  feel  flattered  by  a  comparison  with  Eve,  unless 
the  power  of  fascination  be  in  itself  really  valuable.  In  our 
opinion,  the  lady  in  Com  us  was  .Jesigned  by  Milton  as  a  far 
more  perfect  picture  ;  and  certainly  there  is  in  her  a  character 
©f  goodness  infinitely  superior  to  the  ductility  of  Eve,  though 
jpeihaps  rau.cb  less  bewitching. 

together; 
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together ;  and  no  culture  had  been  bestowed  on 
them.  The  absence  of  all  regard  or  interest  for  a 
clergyman  of  his  fauiily,  who,  though  now  poorly 
provided  for  by  a  living  forty  miles  west  of  Lon* 
don,  and  distinguished  by  him  only  by  the  title  of 
*  The  poor  devil,'  he  knew,  as  matters  stood,  might 
one  day,  in  his  own,  or  his  son's  person,  grace,  far 
better  than  he  had  yet  done,  that  of  Luxmore,  in- 
duced him  to  wish  for  an  heir,  and  prompted  him 
to  be  civil  to  his  wife,  while  the  little  viscount  was 
in  expectancy ;  but  not  all  the  prudence  of  his 
good  behaviour  could,  even  then,  hide  from  the 
countess  that  she  was  grandly  miserable.  Ilis  care 
for  her  made  her  a  state  prisoner ;  and  having  no 
friendships  in  her  world  of  acquaintance,  few  were 
solicitous  to  learn  how  she  got  rid  of  her  lagging 
hours.  For  the  benefit  of  the  air,  she  was  advised 
to  retire  into  the  country  before  she  had  exhibited 
hali  her  paraphernalia,  and  before,  as  she  expressed 
herself  in  a  letter  to  one  of  her  bride-maids,  one 
mortal  soul  bad  thought  of  leaving  town.  It  was, 
most  unfortunately,  at  a  time  of  year  when  her 
lord's  engagements  would  not  admit  of  his  attend- 
ing her,  gladly  as,  she  was  certain,  he  would  have 
shared  her  solitude  dindi  feasted  himself^  as  she  as- 
sured her  correspondent  he  exprest  it,  on  her 
society. 

But  to  all  this  realization  of  Ceyx  and  Alcyone, 
'  the  fates  had  not  consented,'  and  the  countess  was 
obliged  to  go,  attended  only  by  her  waiting- wo- 
inan,  to  the  wprst  part  of  an  eastern  county,  v\  hero 
^s   lordsLip'3  chateau^    whi^b  her  fortune   ha4 
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secured  from  the  gripe  of  a  mortgage,  had  emerged 
from  the  haunts  of  the  fox  and  the  otter. 
Having  accomplished  his  purpose  of  gettincr  her 
away  Irom  him,  he  was  guilty  of  no  farther  offence: 
he  received  her  attempts  at  correspondence  with 
great  command  of  countenance,  if  his  valet  hap- 
pened to  be  near ;  and  occasionally  he  sent  an  ex- 
press to  satisfy  himself  either  of  her  welfare  as  to 
health,  or  her  ignorance  of  the  more  agreeable 
arrangements  his  improved  finances  had  enable^ 
him  to  make  with  the  girl  of  the  hamlet. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Solilarj/  grandeur.  Mr.  Lint's  account  of  his  neighbors.  How 
fo  treat  the  parson  of  the  parish.  Motive  for  going  to  church. 
A  decent  rector.  A  country  congregation.  Hints  fo  the 
(dilatory,  lite  grace  of  condescension.  Usefulness  of  visitors 
in  afawily*     Anecdote  of  the  Marchioness  of 

The  ennui  of  such  a  situation  was  not  to  be  borne 
without  complaint;  and  it  naturally  suggested  to 
the  sufferer  every  possible  expedient,  but  the  best, 
for  its  mitigation.  She  intreated  her  lord  to  pre- 
vail on  some  one  or  two  of  those  whom  she  had 
carried  about  with  her, — things  to  talk  to  and  look 
aty — in  her  short  blaze  of  splendor,  to  make  her  a 
visit ;  but  the  inducements  offered  were  no  coun- 
terbalance to  the  renunciations  required.  The 
county  was  not  a  fashionable  county  :  had  it  been 
Hertfordshire^  Berkshire,  or  Buckinghamshire, 
something  might  have  been  done.  Bath,  even  in  its 
inferiority  of  spring-attraction,  compared  to  the 
metropolis,  might,  for  the  sake  of  novelty,  have 
been  put  up  with  :  if  the  heights  round  it  had  no 
charms  for  the  taste  of  these  Paradise-hunters,  yet 
Milsom-street  had  always  something  to  please  the 
eye ;  and  an  evening  in  Bath  was  always  a  dispos- 
able commodity — but  shire   was    shocking, 

and  the  question,  How  far  from  the  county-town  ? 
always  ended  the  negociation. 
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It  was  now  May.  A  wet  spring  had  made  all 
countries  bad,  and  bad  roads  impassable.  Lux  more 
was  insulated  by  the  thaws  and  the  rains ;  and  these 
circumstances,  used  by  the  countess  as  motives 
to  pity,  were  converted  by  those  wliom  she  herself 
attempted  to  move,  into  reasons  for  civil  refusal. 
London,  unaffected  by  thaws  or  rains,  where  in- 
conveniences are  felt  only  by  the  scene-shifters 
and  candle-snuffers  of  pleasure,  and  not  by  the 
actors  in  its  dramas,  was  in  its  highest  brilliancy; 
and  the  details  of  fashion  and  splendor,  which  the 
transmitted  newspapers  conveyed  to  the  pining 
countess,  served  only  to  aggravate  hev  regret,  and 
to  bring  her  mind  to  that  state  of  cool  decision, 
which  has  been  before  remarked  on,  as  faulty  only 
in  the  season  allotted  for  its  perfection. 

She  had  been  three  weeks  in  this  solitude,  un- 
cheared  by  any  episode,  except  the  visits  of  the 
apothecary ;  and  had  still,  according  to  her  lord's 
and  her  physician's  kind  plan  for  her  health  and 
safety,  a  prospect  of  near  four  months'  waiting  in 
the  same  place,  when,  out  of  all  heart  and  hope 
and  temper,  she  condescended  to  enquire  what  so- 
ciety the  little  decayed  town  on  the  farther  side  of 
the  park,  contained.  The  apothecai^,  on  whose 
information  she  sought  to  attain  this  knowled£[e. 
enumerated  first  of  all,  as  entitled  to  precedence, 
his  own  vvife,  ]\Irs.  Lint;  and  next,  as  having  a  re- 
gard for  the  profession  of  divinity,  Mr  Aubrey 
the  rector,  and  Mrs.  Aubrey,  his  wife.  Her  lady- 
ship stopt  him  by  dispensing  with  his  particular- 
ising in  this  quarter,  as  Mr.  Aubrey  had  made  her 

a  visit 
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a  visit  on  her  arrival,  of  which,  she  said,  in  the 
fearful  certainty  that  he  could  do  nothing  but 
preach,  which  of  all  things  under  heaven  she  ab- 
horred, she  had  taken  no  notice.  The  knight  of 
the  pestle  anticipated  any  self-reproacli  her  lady- 
ship's humility  might  suggest  to  her,  by  assuring 
her,  she  had  no  loss  in  declining  the  visits  of  Mrs. 
Aubrey,  as  he  himself  was  a  strange  queer  man, 
and  his  wife,  though  a  prettyish  sort  of  woman 
indeed,  a  mere  water-gruel  character.  Mr.  Aubrey 
was  himself  a  dabbler  in  medicine :  and  the  Lord 
jcnew  what  would  become  of  him !  for  he  could 
take  his  oath  he  never  took  five  shillings  a  year  of 
tlieir  money. 

To  the  question,  ^  And  who  have  you  besides, 
doctor  ?'  she  had  no  very  encouraging  reply  :  *  A 
mere  parcel  of  rijf-i^aff !  petty  traders  and  shop- 
keepers, such  as  would  not  suit  your  ladyship  in 
the  smallest  degree — coarse  vulgar  money-getting 
people  :  none  rich,  but  all  covetous.'  '  Indeed  I 
believe,  my  lady,  1  may  truly  say,  there  is  not  a 
gentlewoman  in  the  whole  place  but  my  wife,  and, 
indeed,  Mrs.  Aubrey — O  !  Mrs.  Aubrey  certainly. 
— Mrs.  Lint,  I  am  sure,  my  lady,  would  be  very 
happy  to  come  and  play  a  little  piquet  or  cribbage 
with  your  ladyship,  at  any  time,  when  it  is  not 
washing-week  or  the  fair.'  *  Thank  you,  thank 
you,  good  Mr.  Lint,'  replied  her  ladyship  :  '  I 
really  am  so  forlorn  here,  that  I  am  moped  to 
death  ;  and  my  lord  is  now  so  taken  up  with 
business,  that  I  do  not  get  three  lines  from  hini  in 
a  week :   he  is,    I  know,    excessively  miserable 

about 
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about  me,  but  he  can't  give  tne  any  hope  of  his 
coming  down.  I  can't  prevail  on  any  of  my 
London  friends  to  come  and  stay  with  me ;  and 
here  I  know  not  a  soul.  I  wish  my  Lord  would 
let  me  go  to  one  of  the  watering  places ;  for  there 
one  has  a  chance  of  seeing  one's  acquaintance  ; 
but  here — I  mjght  as  well  be  out  of  the  world. 
However,  I  must  submit  and  make  the  best  of  it ; 
*  we,  married  ladies,'  must  do  as  our  lords  and 
masters  please,  and  people  of  distinction  can't 
act  like  the  common  herd.' 

A  retort  of  the  two  last  words  was  on  the  lips 
of  Alachaon  ;  but  stifling  the  recollection,  that  at 
this  rate  of  computation,  even  Mrs.  Lint  was  de- 
graded down  to  '  the  common  herd ;'  he  turned 
his  anger  into  a  species  of  indignant  effrontery, 
that  gave  him  courage  to  justify  Lord  Luxmore's 
exertion  of  conjugal  authority,  under  the  plea^  that 
her  ladyship  ^  could  not  be  confined  in  a  better 
place,'  a  hint  that  '  he  was  never  out  of  the  way/ 
and  an  observation,  that  '  the  heir  to  an  earldom 
ought  certainly  to  be  born  in  his  father's  castle.' 

These  intimations  convinced  the  countess,  that 
her  visitor  was  in  an  error,  she  should  have  plea- 
sure in  correcting.  Seeing  through  his  little  selfish 
artifice,  she  exultingly  declared  it  was  not  her 
Lord's  plan,  nor  would  she  submit  to  it  on  any 
terms,    that   the  heir   of    Luxmore   should   first 

breathe  the  filthy  air  of shire  fens.     He 

had  promised  to  remove  her  to  town,  or  the  neigh- 
borhood of  it  in  due  time,  and  she  should  insist 
on  ills  making  good  his  promise. 

With 
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With  a  vast  deal  of  throat-clearing,  face-strok- 
ing, and  aukward  hesitation,  IVIr.  Lint  was  ahout 
to  liide  his  vexation  by  retiring,  when  her  lady- 
ship again  resuming  tlic  subject  of  her  seclusion, 
intimated,  that,  being  a  little  curious  to  see  what 
the  neighborhood  did  not  aftbrd,  and  ^  having 
nothinsj  better  to  do,'  she  would,  if  the  next  Sun- 
day  was  tolerably  fair,  and  the  road  at  all  passa- 
ble, make  one  in  the  congregation  at  the  parish- 
church,  merely,  as  she  said,  for  the  purpose  of 
looking  round.' 

Either  natural  integrity,  or  a  spirit  of  contra- 
diction, prompted  the  man  of  medicine  to  reply 
by  dissuasion,  as  the  experiment  in  the  state  of  her 
ladyship's  health  and  the  roads,  might  defeat  her 
husband's  wishes ;  but,  on  second  thoughts,  he 
recollected,  that  '  it  was  not  his  affair,'  and  he  was 
silent.  He  behaved,  as  every  prudent  apothecary 
should  do  '  to  a  woman  of  distinction :' — he  let 
her  have  her  o\vn  u  ay. 

In  nionotonous  life,  every  thing  is  an  adventure; 
as  in  a  plain,  every  rise  is  a  hill.  Lady  Luxmore 
having  resolved  on  '  serving  her  Maker'  on  the 
ensuing  Sunday,  began  to  prepare  for  it :  her  first 
enquiry  was  concerning  the  state  of  the  roads^ 
Her  equipage  was  a  travelling  post-chaise  witli 
one  pair  of  horses,  who  since  their  arrival  had 
never  been  harnessed.  The  men-servants,  who 
saw  less  sport  in  fatiguing  themselves  by  exertions 
for  public  worship,  than  in  skittles  and  quoits  at 
*  the  Luxmore  arms,'  all  set  their  faces  against 
the  project ;  and  it  had  no  friend  but  the  lady's^ 

woman, 
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woman,  who  having  a  little  tender  arrangement  with 
the  gardener,  which  her  ladyship's  bell  was  sure 
to  interrupt, — on  motives,  undoubtedly  of  pure 
piety,  commended  the  goodness  of  her  ladyship, 
and  the  condescension  of  people  of  distinction, 
whenever  they  *  demeaned'  themselves  by  going  to 
church. 

There  was  a  covert  suggestion  of  degradation 
in  this  sentence  of  praise,  which  might  at  any 
other  time,  and  in  any  other  place,  have  alarmed 
the  countess's  sense  of  propriety  ;  but  now  that 
in  the  level  of  her  wearisome  life,  she  had  placed 
an  object,  important  as  Ely  to  the  landscape  of 
its  vicinity,  she  would  not  lose  sight  of  it,  but 
resolved,  cost  what  it  might,  that  she  would  not 
be  hindered  from  *  serving  her  Maker :  she  was 
leading  quite  a  heathenish  life ;  and  she  wondered 
how  people,  who  called  themselves  Christians, 
could  do  so.'  Not  a  word  therefore  of  the  grum- 
bling about  the  poo?'  Jiorses^  who  stiff  for  want  of 
exercise,  certainly  did  not  wish  to  drag  through  the 
bottomless  mire  a  carriage,  none  of  the  lightest, 
reached  her  attention :  she  was  decided  on  her 
duty,  and  her  next  subject  of  decision  was  her 
dress. 

She  had,  in  early  and  mature  life,  spent  many 
an  acrreeable  hour  in  the  assortment  of  colors  and 

o 

the  disposition  of  ornaments,  for  various  and  con- 
fessedly important  occasions ;  but  on  no  one  hud 
she  bestowed  more  mental  discussion.— She  was,  as 
she  observed  of  herself,  ^  all  at  sea  to  a  degree/  for 
she  had  no  one  from  whom  to  copy,  or  to  whom  to 

prescribe^ 
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prescribe.  She  could  not  ask  '  what  other  peo- 
ple did,'  for  in  her  estimation  there  were  no  '  othef 
people;'  and  as  her  woman  remarked,  her  lady- 
ship was  left  entirely  to  her  ladyship's  good  senso 
and  taste — only  certainly  her  ladyship  would  not 
go  meanly  drest,  lest  she  might  be  taken  for  an  or- 
dinary person.  In  this  she  acquiesced  entirely : 
the  question  therefore  in  debate  was,  whether  she 
should  subdue  by  exceeding,  or  interest  by  forbear- 
ing. After  long  hesitation,  she  chose  the  former* 
and  whatever  of  finery  could,  without  positive  and 
ludicrous  absurdity,  be  exhibited  in  a  church,  was 
spread  for  her  selection. 

But  at  the  moment  of  equipment,  her  ideas 
changed :  the  awful  was  at  once  rejected  ;  but 
whether  to  charm  by  languid  elegance,  or  to  do 
something  else  by  contemptuous  negligence,  was 
still  undetermined — when,  lo!  the  whole  project 
was  nearly  east  to  the  ground,  by  an  unforeseen 
indisposition,  which  kept  her  ladyship  in  almost 
hopeless  doubt  during  her  breakfast-hour,  and  then 
allowed  her  no  alternative  but  to  stay  at  home,  of 
to  make  her  appearance  in  her  unstudied  deshabille. 
Lady  I.uxmore  therefore  exhibited  at  her  parish- 
church,  not  reprehensibly  habited. 

A  servant  had  been  dispatched  the  preceding 
day  to  give  notice  of  the  countess's  pious  intentions, 
ostensibly  J  that  the  family-pew  in  the  chancel  might 
be  prepared  for  her.  The  precaution  was  super- 
fluous ;  for  good,  communicative,  brisk  Mr.  Lint 
had  already,  at  every  house  where  his  visits  were 
paid  for,  divulged  the  important  circumstance,  by 

lamenting 
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lamenting,  with  all  the  pathos  of  extreme  vexation 
and  evil  augury,  that  *  his  friend  the  countess' 
would  not  be  dissuaded  by  his  arguments  from 
Venturing  to  church. 

Mr.  Aubrey,  on  whom  the  whole  of  the  duty 
lay,  was  in  the  desk  punctually ;  and  at  the  ac- 
customed moment,  with  his  accustomed  precision, 
was  going  to  begins  Mr.  Lint,  as  well  as  every 
one  who  could  come,  was  in  the  church  in  Sunday 
gear.  Seeing  Mr.  Aubrey  stand  up,  he  just  stept 
out  of  his  little  pew,  on  tiptoe,  and  in  a  whisper 
submitted  to  his  judgment  the  propriety  and  po-' 
liteness  of  waiting  for  her  ladyship. — *  Are  we  met, 
Mr.  Lint,  to  serve  our  Creator,  or  the  countess  of 
Luxmore?'  *  To  the  Lord  our  God  belong  mer- 
cies'—^he  proceeded. 

In  the  middle  of  the  litany— to  join  in  requesting 
ia  share  in  this  w^orld's  blessings  and  the  protection 
of  its  Maker— and  too  late  for  any  preparatory 
acknowledgment  of  infinite  un worthiness,  entered 
the  person,  who,  unencumbered  by  those  impedi- 
ments which  form  admissible  excuses  for  the  lo\yer 
classes,  it  is  to  be  supposed  would  have  wished  to 
set  an  example  of  punctuality  and  promptitude*, 

*  Were  only  the  Lady  Luxmorcs  of  the  world,  guilty  of 
this  sad  breach  of  good  manners^  and  we  may  say  decency, 
we  would  pass  it  without  comment ;  but  it  is  our  ill  fortune 
to  see,  in  the  metropolis,  professors  of  righteousness,  persons 
the  most  vehement  in  reforming  th«  morals  of  the  poor,  and 
the  most  inclined  to  extol  indiscriminately  whatever  has  thtj 
»vord  *  religion'  attached  to  it,  lamentably  deficient  in.  this 
indispensable  duty  of  keeping  their  appointment  with  theiir 
Maker.     We  were  taught  in  our  childhood,  that  if  we  were 

VOL.  I,  G  Rustic 
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Ilustic  curiosity  had  b^en  wound  up;  and  hum^fi 
tViiiltv,  become  active  and  viiiorOiis,  was  hclpina; 
cvcrv  one  who  could  not  seie  kneeling,  id  quit 
their  supplicating  posture,  when  ]Mr.  Aubrey,  by 
rriving  a  new  emphasis  to  his  voice,  and  by  raising 
his  uplifted  hands  with  a  gesture  of  inCi'easeu 
rarnestncss,  proportioned  to  the  momentary  sin  of 
tiie  people,  refixed  the  attention  of  all,  save  Mr. 
Lint,  as  he  uttered,  almost  <\\lh  a  broken  voice, 
*  That  it  may  please  Thee  to  have  mercy  upon  all 

nut  present  at  tlic  <ici)eral  confession,  wc  luid  bettor  stay  from 
churcli ;.  but  certiiinly  there  must  be  two  opinions  on  tlic 
subject,  Or  else  the  subject  is  not  worth  an  opinion  ;  for  tlic 
first  les>s0h  seems,  in  some  eleirant  iK^ighboVliooils,  th<3  g<*n- 
teelest  time  for  disturbing  a  cor.greo;ation.  ^Fe  cantiot  over:^ 
come  the  sbnmc  of  entering,  even  when  the  first  sentences  are 
reading,  such  is  the  unhappy  force  of  prejudice!  but  wc 
suspect  it  is  as  unpolite  an  observance  as  that  of  bein^ 
punctual  to  a  dinner  hour.  Wc  shoilld  gladly  he  informed 
of  thcf)fiiTciple  on  which  those  who  jUi/zle  us  act;  and  in 
return^  we  will  tell  them,  that  widj  suqh  a  corrective  in  their 
own  conduct,  they  may  subscribe  to  every  public  charity  '  in 
voijue,'  they  may  give  advice,  books,  encouragement,  nay 
every  thing,  to  the  poor,  and  they  will  do  no  good.  Could 
they  indw  the  imjird invent  they  are  to  u^  *  of  the  odd  school,' 
they  ought  to  have  mercy,  if  they  have  no  decency.  Without 
iyassi)i<r  a  heavrcr  tcnsureoii  ttienv  ft^an  wc  wt)uid  willingly 
Titter  against  a  ftdlow^creatnre,  w<i  could  not  reprove  a  ser- 
vant for  tbis;jri&tt*ention,  whik  tfe^ir  »»xamp?e  stands  in  our 
\\i\v ;  Ave  mn^t  'vniiliQ  liit?m  d<?siiikMJ  before  v.'Pcould  make 
Dtliers  ^)bedivnt.  But  they  do  thisin  so^me  fneasure  kn-  them- 
tieU'c^  :  they  muit  i\ot  c^trtpliiih  ©f-Knybrtach  of  duty  in  lhfc 
lo\VeV  clrtS<es:  thtry  l-cnt-h  by  a  cblossa!  model;  and  it'is  they 
who  eXpo^e'us  toVhc  ;;t>fty  of  *  If  gentlefolks  who  ought  t(* 
kVKJW  ifo  niuc*^  bettvr.  do  so,  Avh«t  ^tt«  t^wv^j^pect  froTn  ««?- 
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men.'  The  countess's  triumph  was  thersfore 
postponed  till  the  singing-psalni,  and  by  that  time, 
she  was  convinced  that  nearly  two  miles  of  bad 
road,  and  the  exertion  of  her  driver  to  j/,ain  upon 
the  clock,  lest,  if  there  should  be  no  sermon,  thev 
might  meet  the  congregation  on  their  way  home, 
had  rendered  it  matter  of  doubt  how  she  should 
endure  the  tatigue  of  her  return.  As  her  dress 
had  been  compelled  into  decency,  her  deportment 
was  restrained,  by  her  indisposition,  to  what  afford- 
ed no  food  for  observation.  She  with  diiFicuIty  sat 
out  the  sermon,  was  obliged  then  to  remain  still  in 
the  corner  of  her  curtained  pew,  till  the  church 
was  quite  cleared,  and,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Lint,  to  request  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aubrey  to  allow 
her  half  an  hour's  rest  at  the  I'ectory- house. 

Under  such  circumstances,  and  with  unpreju- 
diced strangers,  Lady  Luxmore  could  make  none 
but  a  favorable  impression.  Mrs.  Aubrey,  on 
hearing  her  request,  came  to  her,  and  conducted 
her  to  her  house,  where  Mr.  Aubrey  had  prepared 
for  her  reception.  She  met  with  respect  and  kind- 
ness, soon  recovered  sufficiently  to  be  sensible  that 
she  was  fortunate  in  her  situation,  and,  with  no 
great  persuasion,  consented  to  remain  there  till 
the  next  day. 

The  ideas  which  fine  ladies  form  of  '  country 
parsons,  and  country  parsons*  wives,'  are  not 
always  correct ;  and  whatever  additional  informa- 
tion Mr.  Lint's  experience  had  furnished,  could 
hardly  tend  to  do  away  any  preconceived  dislike ; 
but  every  recollection  now  gave  place  to  the  sense 

gS  of 
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of  ease;  and  Lady  Luxniorc  in  the  chearfivi- 
ness  of  Mr.  Aubrey,  and  the  assiduities  of  his 
little  wife,  fancied  she  had  found  every  virtue  under 
Heaven.  My.  Aubrey's  stock  of  general  informa- 
tion, tliough  not  boundless,  was  admirable  to  one 
so  athirst  for  something  in  the  guise  of  amusement, 
and  to  wiioi.e  limited  ideas  so  much  of  that  which 
every  one  else  knows,  might  be  new  ;  and  as  his 
thorough  goodness  made  him  very  solicitous  about 
his  guest,  he  ranked,  in  her  estimation,  as  the  most 
polite  man  she  had  ever  met  with.  ]\Irs.  Aubrey 
"vvas  well  descended,  and  had  in  early  Hfe  seen 
something  of  the  *  upper  world  :'  she  could  detail 
little  anecdotes  and  peculiarities,  of  persons  in  a 
rank  of  life  far-  beyond  the  hopes  of  the  then  Miss 
Toms :  she  was  respectful,  obliging,  and  compas- 
sionate, and  being  gratified  by  the  rank  of  her 
visitor,  she  appeared  to  consider  all  trouble  as 
pleasure  :  her  want  of  powers  of  exertion,  and  the 
lack  of  method  in  all  she  did,  passed  for  the  awe 
imposed  by  Lady  Luxmore's  superiority,  and  there 
was  a  delicacy  about  her  that  disarmed  criticism  ; 
she  was^  moreover,  precisely  in  the  same  circum- 
stances as  the  countess,  and  as,  though  she  had 
no  child  then  living,  she  had  had  many,  her  expe- 
rience was  of  some  use  in  supporting  the  invalid's 
spirits* 

Where  the  person  receiving  kindness  was  so 
well  satisfied,  and  the  persons  offering  it  were  so 
disposed,  it  required  not  all  the  reasons  that  miglit 
have  been  brought  forward  to  extend  this  unin- 
teutional  visit  to  the  period  of  a  week.  Her 
^  ladyship 
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ladyship  wss  perfectly  recovered  in  two  days,  and 
wrote  to  the  earl  such  an  exulting  account  of  her 
improved  comforts,  as,  if  he  had  studied  them 
onlv,  must  have  gratified  him.  By  way  of  justify- 
ing her  sudden  partiality,  she  magnified  all  the 
excellence  that  attracted  her  regard.  i\Ir.  Aubrey 
she  described  as  inferior  only  to  king  Solomon — 
she  really  believed  he  had  read  all  the  books  in  the 
world,  and  any  body  would  suppose  he  had  been 
round  the  jrlobe  and  back  ajjain.  Mrs.  Aubrev  was 
a  most  charmii\g  nice  woman,  and  a  most  agree- 
able companion  ;  for  nothing  stirred  in  the  great 
world  without  her  knowledgre — a  hint  that  made 
his  lordship  order  four  post-horses  for  the  follow- 
iiig  Saturday  evening,  when  he  knew  a  good  moon 
would  convey  him  to  Luxmore,  and  give  him  some 
hours  on  Sunday  to  learn  whether  Mrs.  Aubrey 
heard  and  reported  all  that  passed  in  the  great  world. 
So  unlooked  for  a  favor  as  a  visit  from  her 
lord  tended,  not  to  disturb,  but  to  improve  the 
countess's  novel  enjoyments;  his  coming,  the 
haste  of  his  journey,  nay,  even  the  short  time  he 
could  stay,  assisted  to  shew  the  important  light 
in  which  he  considered  his  wife,  and  by  testifying 
the  tenderness  of  his  love,  proved  the  worth  of  its 
object :  he  paid  a  very  early  visit  to  the  rectory- 
house  on  the  morning  of  his  arrival,  and  behaving, 
as  he  ever  did,  where  deportment  was  concerned, 
with  the  most  perfect  propriety,  he  mad£  that 
-which  was  a  convenience  to  himself,  appear  a 
flavor  to  those  who  were  serving  him :  his  arrival 
^  created 
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created  a  bustle,  ^vhich  his  generosity  more  than 
requited ;  and  his  lady  had  every  reason  to  sup- 
pose herself  the  envy,  and  her  lord  the  admiration, 
ot  every  married  and  unmarried  woman  in  the 
place.  Finding  his  countess  preparing  for  her 
return  home,  he  escorted  her  thither,  before  he  set 
off  again  for  London,  having  first  bespoken  the 
continuance  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aubrey's  obliging 
attention  to  her.  His  lordship's  manners  were  al- 
Mays  above  liis  age,  and  in  assuming  the  character 
of  a  husband,  and  in  the  prospect  of  being  soon  a 
father,  that  natural  propriety  which  makes  some 
of  our  friends  always  look  well  drest,  that  un- 
conscious choice  of  what  is  light,  which  no  awk- 
ward person  could  ever  imitate — made  him  a 
model  of  external  decorum.  Though  scarcely 
more  than  a  boy  when  he  married,  his  conduct 
was  never  boyish  :  he  was  master  of  his  liouse  and 
his  houshold :  his  faults  were,  at  least,  well  bred ;  and 
he  had  too  much  politeness  to  give  offence  to  any 
one.  He  com})leted  his  present  condescension  by 
hoping  the  expected  addition  to  the  family  at  the 
rectory-house,  was  not  fully  provided  with  spon- 
sors, as  he  and  the  countess  must  be  allowed  to 
take  a  part  in  that  agreeable  charge  on  them- 
selves. 

Having  seen  his  wife  settled  again  at  home,  he 
set  off  for  town,  very  well  satisfied  that,  notwith- 
standing Mrs.  Aubrey's  extensive  knowledge  of 
the  great  w^orld,  some  things  iu  it  might'  escape 
her  sagacity. 

I.a(]f 
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._  Lady  Luxmore's  visit  was  to  be  returned  by 
oue  from  the  rector  and  his  lady ;  and  the  relapse 
into  sohtadc  was  much  cheared  by  the  hope  of 
soon  having,  at  least,  one  willing  audiiur  of  wiuit- 
ever  prancing  details  of  inliented  opulence,  "na- 
tive importance,  personal  cliarnis,  lovers,  line 
clothes,  or  hnQ  speeches,  her  ladyship  n^ight  be 
disposed  to  put  together  for  tiie  anjusemcnt  of  her 
guests. 

The  visit  commenced,  to  the  satisfaction  even 
of  the  lady's  woman,  to  whom  it  gave  a  holyda\. 
Servants  and  bell-ropes  are  infmitely  obhged  to 
any  thing  that  will  keep  quiet,  idle  lords,  ladies, 
gentlemen  and  gentlewomen.  The  n:iovements  of 
the  industrious  have  some  regulai'ity,  because  re- 
gidarity  is  essential  to  industry ;  but  to  guess  the 
wants  or  wishes  of  the  idle,  is  impossible,  as 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other  can  arise  from  any 
thing  like  reality,  or  be  better  founded  than  ia 
caprice.  Who,  however  shrewd,  could  have  guessed 
what  the  marchioness  rang  for,  uhen  she  or- 
dered a  servant  in  wailing  on  her  bell,  to  *  lake 
away  the  ciiildren  and  bring  her  tlie  dogr' 

Every  disagreeable  circumstance  attendant  on, 
or  connected  with,  the  residence  at  Luxmore,  nQw 
vanished  :  the  summer,  though  late,  proved  benign: 
the  roads  were  passable  :  the  country  was  all  new: 
tlie  families  within  a  certain  distance,  had  visited  tlie 
countess;  and  London,  growing  unl'asliionable,  was 
consequently  in  fashionable  phrase,  '  odious  and 
filthy.'  Rural  joys  rose  in  their  value,  in  propor- 
tion as  the  metropolis  declined  in  favor :    *  the 

house 
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house  was  by  no  means  uncomfortable' — *  with  4 
book  and  a  friend  she  could  always  pass  her  time 
agreeably' — *  she  did  not  doubt  tliat  as  she  liked 
the  place  really  very  well,  Lord  Luxmore  would 
lay  out  some  money  on  it/  and  ^  it  might,  she  was 
sure,  be  mi^de  a  very  pretty  thing.* 


CHAP, 
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CHAPTER  VL 


Btokn  pleasures  sweet,  because  stolen.  The  earl's  son.  The 
rector's  daughter.  Infant  espousals.  Nursing  intolerable. 
Attempt  to  be  gay.  Conjugal  disgusts.  A  gentle  quarrel^ 
Juondon  a  bad  place  for  children.  An  affectionate  father, 
A  negligent  inother.  An  advising  tcaiting-maid,  A  baby 
asleep,     A  mama's  farezvellp     Departure  for  London, 


August  drew  near  its  close;  and  Lord  Luxmore, 
engaged,  in  London  and  out  of  it,  in  pleasures, 
vitiated  only  by  the  vicious  connections  in  which 
they  were  pursued,  had  not  been  able  to  get  so  far 
a5  his  own  house.  There  are  people  in  the  world 
to  w^hom  a  walk  through  a  w^ood  would  be  recom- 
mended by  a  Warning  not  to  trespass  on  the  land, 
and  to  whom,  without  this  warning,  the  pleasure 
would  be  insipid*. 

•  *  I  like  this  "walk/  said  a  livel}'  girl  to  us,  when  entering 
on  the  private  grounds  of  a  friend  : — *  it  looks  so  like  tres- 
passing/— the  girl  was  honest,  and  spoke  the  sense  of  thou* 
gands.  What  other  motive  of  preference  could  make  Lady 
Amabilis  Penchant,  at  the  duchess's  ball,  throw  off  the 
very  little  that  veiled  her  bosom,  recline  to  advantage  in  her 
chair,  and  with  only  one  foot  on  the  floor,  dispose  the  other 
for  the  advertisement  of  her  hosier,  while  ahe  flirted t  as  it  is 
called,  but  we  say,  transgressed  the  bounds  of  decency,  in  a 
silly  conversation  with  that  empty,  noisy,  and  not  innoxious, 
foxcomb,   Hilary  Scamper.      We  are  pursuaded  that   her 

In 


90  XHR   COUNTESS   AND   G£ttTRUDE. 

In  September,  his  lady  was  to  be  in  town ;  but 
Mrs  Aubrey  having  pitied  her  for  being  called 
tliither  at  so  horrid  a  time  of  the  year,  she,  in  one  of 
her  epistles  to  her  lord^  gently  intimated  a  doubt 
of  her  ability  to  travel  so  far,  at  a  time  when  it 
^v®uld  be  necessary  :  a  hint  he  joyfully  accepted, 
as  ridding  him  of  much  inconvenience  and  some 
trouble.  As,  in  this  new  arrangement,  it  was 
his  plan  to  be  beating  about  ii^i^  pheasants, 
while  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  his  heir,  he  could, 
\vithout  much  repugnance,  promise  to  ^  devote 
himself  to  his  wife,  as  soon  as  the  press  of  en- 
iTa^^ements  which  would  follow  the  rising  of  par- 
iiamiiut,  permitted.  I^artridge-shooting  he  mc;a;U 
to  take  with  a  friend  in  the  next  county,  nei^r  wh<^ 
bouise  he  could,  without  offence  to  the  morals  of 
hi*  host,  place  his  illicit  favorite ;  and  when  ther^^ 
lie  i^aw  it  would  not  be  very  difficult  to  establish 
her,  au  his  remove,  at  a  convenient  distance  from 
hi^  own  house ;  which,  xronsidering  the  melancholy 
privation  of  society  he  must  endure,  while  L^dy 
Luxmore  was  confined,  every  one  of  hia  way  of 
thinking  77iust  consider  as  vastly  excusable.  It 
would  be  mere  prosing  to  descant  on  the  sad  va- 
cuity of  heart  which  leaves  room  for  such  substi- 
tution :  it  would  be  flying  in  tlie  face  of  received 
opinion,  to  intimate  that  the  mind  which  can  be 

ladyship  would  not,  on  any  consideration,  draw  nearer  to 
t;vil  than  the  appearance  of  it— bu.t,  to  speak  in  no  harsher 
terms,  she  shews  a  sad  taste,  and  she  must  not  be  angry  if  she 
is  unjustly  abused.  We  will  not  help  forward  the  mischief, 
jjut  wu-daj-c  not  defend  one  who  will  not  defend  herself. 

content 
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content  with  vice,  is  a  mind  deficient  in  sentiment; 
or  that  Lord  Luxmore,  having  ph^dged  his  word, 
his  faith,  his  honor,  even  to  a  disagreeable  woman, 
w^ould  have  appeared  far  more  elegant  in  a  hu- 
mane devotion  of  his  attention  to  her  and  his 
infant,  than  in  framing  paltry  falshoods,  beneath 
the  subterfuges  of  a  schoolboy,  to  get  out  of  his 
own  house  almost  as  soon  as  he  iiad  entered  it 
But  so  it  was ;  and  to  such  meanness  docs  every 
one  expose  himself,  who  so  far  departs  from  in- 
tegrity, as  to  make  a  vow  of  misery  in  order  to  get 
out  of  it,  and  from  common  prudence  as  to  persist 
in  doing  tliat  of  which  he  is  ashamed. 

The  first  of  October  brought  his  lordship  to  his 
family-mansion,  and  a  fortnight's  havock  amongst 
the  lovely  birds,  cheared  by  occasional  ten-mile 
excursions  to  his  Rosamond,  ending  his  waiting, 
he  saw  his  wishes  for  an  heir  frratitied  bv  the  birth 
of  a  son,  so  well  conditioned  in  his  appearance, 
as  to  leave  no  anxiety  on  his  mind  about  the 
descent  of  his  title,  and  liis  wife's  property. 

In  less  than  a  week  after  this  bell-rini^in^  event, 
]Mrs.  Aubrey  gave,  perhaps,  superior  pleasure  to 
her  husband,  by  becomhjg  the  mother  of  a  stout 
Itttle  brunette,  not  indeed  by  many  degrees  so 
beautiful  as  Lord  Viscount  Portargis,  but  a  child 
of  vvhom  her  father  said,  any  thing  might  be  made 
witli  a  very  small  degree  of  care.  The  little  lord  had 
soft  blue  eyes,  a  corresponding  complexion,  and 
though  robust,  a  character  of  quietness  about  hiin 
much  more  easily  disturbed  into  fretfulness  than 
excited  to  a  smile;  while  the  parson's  daughter 

opened 
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opened  wide  on  the  woiid  two  dark  eyes,  and 
seemed  to  struggle  against  the  inarticulate  difficul- 
ties of  an  incipient  existence.  The  one  slept,  chafed, 
and  cried,  wliile  the  other  cxerttd  all  her  infant 
powers  in  her  own  behalf. 

At  the  end  of  six  weeks  from  the  viscount's 
birth,  the  children  were  christened  together  by  the 
names  of  Basil  and  Gertrude,  and  at  the  time  of 
the  ceremony,  which,  out  of  respect  to  Mr.  Au- 
brey's opinions,  tlie  earl  suffered  to  be  performed 
in  the  church,  IVIrs.  Aubrey  was  so  overcome  by 
deli<Tht,  at  seeing  her  first  promising  child  made  a 
christian,  and  in  company  with  the  heir  of  Lux- 
more,  that  she  could  not  check  a  wish,  that  the 
infant-couple  might,  in  the  course  of  years,  meet 
in  another  part  of  the  church  more  spontaneously. 
The  countess,  with  whom  one  person  might  pre- 
sume, to  a  degree  that  would  ruin  another  in  her 
favor,  gaily  adopted  the  fancy ;  and  making  the 
l^aby-noble  take  the  hand  of  tiie  rector's  daughter, 
she  presented  her  to  him  as  '  his  little  nife.'  Mr. 
Aubrey  tried  to  frown;  but  the  hilarity  of  the 
parties  was  triumphant. 

These  important  e\'ent?.  over,  peace  and  happiness 
seemed  the  lot  of  the  two  houses ;  but,  alas !  a 
cause  of  difference  soon  arose  in  that  of  the  higher 
rank.  His  lordship  had  untowardly  been  made 
acquainted,  when  a  boy,  with  some  hair-breadth 
hcapes  he  had  had  from  premature  death  under  the 
care  of  a  drunken  wet-nurse ;  and  from  this  cir- 
cumstance he  hud  imbibed  a  most  unfortunate 
prejudice  against  that  description  of  persons.     It 

had 
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had  not  been  difficult  to  prevail  on  the  countess  to 
undertake  the  nursing  her  clnld ;  for  she  was  aa 
ignorant,  as  .^l\e  could  be,  of  ^vhat  it  meant ;  and  as 
Mrs.  Aubrey,  fron)  peeuliar  feelings,  preferred  it, 
and  rejoiced  in  the  prospect  of  this  pleasure,  no 
obstacle  came  in  the  way  ^  but  a  very  short  expe- 
riment satisfied  her  ladyship's  curiosity,  and  wea- 
ried her  maternal  patience.  She  was  therefore  at 
the  trouble  of  starving  herself,  and,  at  the  expence 
of  a  present  to  Mr.  Lint,  to  convince  her 
lord,  that  she  and  her  infant  were  hastening  to 
their  grave  ;  and  a  wet-nurse,  the  sight  of  whom 
the  earl  could  scarce  endure,  was  soon  found.  In 
vain  he  had  ventured  to  predict  to  his  wife,  that 
her  own  health  would  sufter  :  she  had  her  own  pri- 
vate feelings,  and  ]\Ir.  Lint  on  her  side;  and  soon 
the  wordy  war  ended.  'J'o  convince  him  that  he  was 
wrong,  she,  on  banishing  her  infant,  made  the 
greatest  shew  possible  of  her  perfect  state  of  health, 

of  her  weariness  of shire,  and  her  indifference 

about  the  little  viscount,  who  was  now  consio-ned 
wliolly  to  servants'  care,  and  seen  by  his  mother, 
in  due  form,  twice  in  the  day.  His  father  indeed 
had  more  vivid  feelings  on  this  subject :  he  watch- 
ed, as  far  as  he  could,  every  indication  of  health 
or  ailment,  and  saw  Mrs  Aubrey  daily,  to  hear  her 
opinions ;  but  a  child  so  young  was  incapable,  not 
only  of  valuing  but  of  receiving  a  father's  atten- 
tions in  any  way  ;  and  for  tiie  want  of  those  of  a 
mother,  what  shall  compensate  ?  * 

*  It  is  almo-:t  proverbial,   that  half-mcasuros  arc   w.orse 
than  no  measures,  anJ  ifiis  truth  f^e  have  hud  occasion  to 

The 
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The  autumn  proving  uncommonly  fine,  the 
space  between  this  time  and  the  meeting  of  parlia- 
ment late  in  January,  was  passed  by  his  lordship 
in  the  usual  vicissitudes  of  shootinir,  coursino\ 
hunting,  and  playing  billiards  with  guests  in  his 
house;  and  by  her  ladyship  in  entertaining  the  wives 
and  daughters  of  the  few  of  these  guests  who  were 
family-men,  in  visits  to  and  from  the  neighbors 
and  the  rectory-house,  the  road  to  which  had  been 
easily  made  passable,  and  when  she  was  at  home 
and  alone,  in  absolute  unprofitable  stagnation, 
varied,  indeed,  by  the  visits  of  Mr  Lint,  or  the 
conversation  of  her  waiting-woman.  She  made 
an  attempt,  it  is  true,  at  introducing  the  exotics  of 
London  into shire,    and  in  hopes  of  being 

recollect,  in  our  observations  on  the  effects  produced  by  tliQ 
well-meant  enrleavor  to  recommend  the  care  of  their  iijfanf!> 
to  ladies.  There  is  a  humorous  way  of  being  passively  obe- 
dient, which  brings  instant  repentance  on  the  mind  of  an 
arbitrary  communder ;  and  one  might  imagine,  if  the  business 
were  not  a  little  too  s-.-rious,  that  this  is  the  tnerry  mood  of 
some  lady-nurses,  who,  forgetting  that  to  indulge  in  the 
ordinary  pursuits  of  the  idle,  is  incompatible  with  that 
higher  indulgence,  which  ought  rather  to  be  considered  as  a 
permission  than  a  command,  t^Mego  not  an  hour's  amuse- 
menr.  We  heard  a  very  sensible  mother  of  a  family  reply  to 
the  complaints  of  another  on  the  ill  condition  of  her  baby, 
*riow  is  it  possible  it  can  be  otherwise  ?  Vou*are  out  from 
uhat  you  call  noon  till  past  midniglu,  with  only  the  int'Mval 
of  dressing  and  dinner;  nay,  you  often  dine  abroad,  and  arc 
not  at  home  till  sun-rise — do  you  call  this  nursing?  or  can 
you,  in  such  a  state  of  ferment,  be  a  fit  nurse  for  your  child  ? 
— Let  me  advise  you — lake  your  baby  and  set  off  for  your 
pretty  villa  in  Surry,  and  stay  there  till  you  have  done  your 
duty.' 

repaid 
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repaid  more  than  in  kind,  she  announced  a  ball 
and  supper ;  but  a  deep  snow  left  her  to  the  soli- 
tary joys  of  her  own  magnificence ;  and,  like  all 
sen^sible  persons  who  determine  late  in  life  to  be 
foolish,  because  they  have  never  before  had  it  in 
their  power,  sh€,  on  the  first  discouragement,  gavS 
up  the  attempt. 

It  was  in  vain  that  good  Mr.  Aubrey  hinted  at 
her  privileged  situation,  and  the  means  it  afforded 
of  purchasing  tlie  best  feelings  of  the  human  heart: 
— had  he  communicated  the  best  metliod  of  having 
a  finer  dress  than  any  of  her  neighbors,  and  at 
half  the  price,  he  might  have  won  her  attention  ; 
but  '  to  do  good  antl  to  distribute,'  was  a  taste  not 
implanted  in  her  youth,  and  very  very  difficult  of 
attainment  now,  when,  as  she  justly  observed,  she 
had  '  a  son  to  save  for.' 

Compelled  as  were  the  discordant  pair  to  dwell 
together,  because  there  was,  as  yet,  no  motive  for 
their  parting,  their  dislike  to  each  other  hourly 
increased.  The  countess  wondered  she  could 
throw  away  herself  and  iier  money  on  a  man  who 
now  appeared  to  her  only  a  prodigal  and  a  cox* 
comb  :  and  the  earl  regarded  his  lady  as  he  would 
have  done  a  mis-shapen  but  productive  fruit-tree, 
tolerated  in  his  garden  only  for  its  use.  His  judg- 
ment, it  most  be  confessed,  was  the  more  candid 
and  correct :  her's  of  him  was  not  just :  beseemed, 
to  her,  prodigal  because  he  was  generous,  and  a 
coxcomb  because  he  had  the  habits  and  attentions 
of  a  man  of  rank  and  fashion  :  in  her  nmnners  h« 
missed-*— and  li€  had  no  right  to  complain  of  the 
1  defjciency 
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deficiency — all  that  belongs  to  birth  and  good-* 
breeding :  she  was  often  immoderate,  never  ele- 
gant :  she  could  not  correct  her  passion  for  incon- 
gruous finery  atid  cheap  splendor :  her  name  was 
to  be  found  as  a  certifier  of  the  superiority  of  cheap 
flambeaus,  plated  ware,  and  frugal  substitutions 
of  all  kinds ;  it  was  in  vain  that  Lord  Luxmore 
tried  not  to  see  the  ridicule  she  excited,  or  to  for- 
get that  he  had  married  a  woman  of  a  narrow 
mind  and  of  nearly  twice  his  age. 

Till  his  feelings  were  ascertained  and  were  found 
discouraging  to  the  attempt,  his  friends  were  not 
wanting  in  these  reminiscences :  he  could,  indeed, 
frown  them  down  as  they  occurred ;  but  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  required,  and  improved  him  in, 
habits  of  manly  firmness :  he  was  assured  that  at 
thirty,  he  must  either  bury  his  wife  or  shoot 
himself;  and  when  peculiarly  aggrieved,  he 
would  return  thanks  for  the  prospect  of  such  an 
option.  To  shake  his  feelings  as  a  father,  was  a 
work  of  more  difldculty :  though  called  by  whatever 
epithets  or  cognomens  imply  old  age,  decrepitude 
and  the  mockery  of  wisdom,  here  he  was  invul- 
nerable :  his  boy  was  his  consolation :  no  raillery 
could  diminish  his  worth. 

Nothing  having  arisen  to  give  life  and  motion 
to  these  dispositions,  the  earl  and  countess  *  got 
on  vastly  well,  till  it  was  time  to  think  of  London. 
But  when  the  journey  was  to  be  arranged,  the  flint 
and  steel  shewed  themselves  in  full  power  of  exci- 
tation :  they  could  not  make  the  day  or  the  road 
suit  the  affairs  of  both  ;  the  countess  chose  Sun- 
day, 
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dav,  and  the  shortest  distance :  the  earl  thought 
Tuesday  a  better  day,  and  was  obliged  *  by  bu- 
siness of  importance'  to  make  a  circuit :  he  must 

see  his  friend,  Lord ,  by  the  way :  he 

should  sleep  at  his  house,  and  they  probably  might 
travel  to  town  together.  Her  ladyship  thought 
it  very  extraordinary  that  his  lordship  should  think 

of  going  there  without  her :  Lady had 

pressed  her  coming,  and  she  could  not  but  think 
she  had  as  good  a  right  as  any  body  to  go  where 
she  was  invited.     *  Lady  "  is  not  at  home,* 

said  the  earl,  with,  perhaps,  a  little  unsteadiness  of 
muscles;  for  her  ladyship  paused,  and  the  con- 
versation ceased. 

Lord  Luxmore's  '  business'  w^as  in  truth  nothingr 
more  nor  less  than  the  safe  conveyance  of  his 
mistress  to  London :  and  to  take  her  up  caused  '  the 
circuit'  of  his  otherwise  strait  journey.  The  par- 
ties having  discussed  the  matter,  as  long  as  they 
saw  good,  said  no  more  on  the  subject,  till  the  w^eek 
previous  to  the  time  when  it  was  supposed  the 
countess  meant  to  quit  Luxmore.  At  this  period 
the  earl  asked  his  wife  this  plain  question,  *  What 
do  you  mean  to  do  with  the  boy  ?' 

'  Do  w  ith  him  ?'  repeated  her  ladyship,  with 
very  natural  surprise. 

*  Yes,  do  with  him,  Lady  Luxmore,  do  I  not 
speak  plain  ? 

*  Why,  in  God's  name,  what  should  I  do  with 
him  ? — can't  I  take  him  with  me  ?' 

*  Yes,  certainly,  if  I  chuse  it.' 

*  And  if  you  do  not.'^ — ^ 

VOL,  I,  n  *^Why 
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*  Why  then  he  cannot  go  with  you— and  to  tell 
you  the  truth,  Lady  Luxmorc,  I  do  vot  chuse 
that  he  should  go.  If  you  take  no  more  notice  of 
him  in  town,  than  you  have  done  here — and  I  am 
sure  you  will  not— he  is  much  better  left  to  the 
care  of  his  nurses;  I  shall  speak  to  Mrs.  Aubrey; 
she  will,  I  dare  say,  attend  to  him  ;  and  I  will  have 
him  remain  here  till  our  return.' 

Perhaps  his  lordship  expected  Lady  Luxmore, 
on  this  occasion,  to  shew  herself  a  mother ;  and 
forego,  for  the  sake  of  her  sweet  infant,  the  amuse- 
ments of  a  place  to  which  she  was  no  stranger  ;  or, 
perhaps,  he  might  think  that,  even  if  the  qualities 
for  which  he  gave  her  full  credit,  operated  to  the 
suppression  of  her  natural  feelings  for  a  time,  still 
that  so  powerful  a  magnet  would  soon  draw  her 
away  from  him,  and  rid  him  of  her  inconvenient 
presence. 

The  reply  convinced  him  he  was  not  yet  ac- 
quainted with  the  lady  he  had  married.  With  a 
vociferous  exclamation,  she  declared  her  total  un-^ 
concern  in  the  decision.  He  might  do  what  he 
would  with  the  boy,  provided  he  did  not  bury  her 

alive  again  in  shire.       She  doubted   not 

Mrs.  Aubrey  would  look  after  Portargis;  and  ^  she 
believed,  on  the  whole,  the  country  was  best  for  all 
children.' 

Seven  years'  intimacy  could  not  have  done  so 
much  towards  enlighteiiing  the  earls  mind  as 
this  sentence.  His  heart  was  very  far  from  bad, 
but  he  seldom  had  attended  to  its  best  suggestion. 
Education,  example,  associates,  and  counsellors, 

had 


THE  COUNTESS   AND    GERTRUDE,  99 

had  made  him,  rather  a  man  of  the  town  than  of  the . 
world  ;  bat  deliberate  cruelty  ever  shocked  him ; 
and  whenever  his  previous  habits  had  not  inter- 
fered with  his  judgment,  it  was,  on  conlmon  sub- 
jects, correct.  He  had  seen  the  poor  girl  whom, 
he  had  deceived,  in  spite  of  all  the  corrupt  prin- 
ciple he  had  found  it  necessary  to  infuse  into  her 
mind,  humane,  and  sympathising  with  every  dis- 
tress; she  had  lively  affections,  heightened 
by  the  enthusiasm  of  her  religious  persuasion; 
and,  but  for  him,  they  would  still  have  been  pure. 
As  a  father,  he  was  shocked  at  seeincj  himself  out- 
done  in  indifference  by  a  mother ;  for  he  was  him- 
self very  fairly  convinced,  that  his  infant  was.  best 
placed  as  he  designed,  and  it  was  his  conviction 
that  gave  birth  to  his  resolve ;  but  Lady  Luxmore 
was  a  woman  as  well  as  a  parent !  this  w  as  her 
only  child ;  and  she  could  leave  it  to  the  care  of 
persons,  comparatively  strangers,  or  could  at  least 
decide  on  it,  without  manifesting  the  smallest  re- 
luctance. He  dismist  the  matter  from  his  thoughts, 
by  cursing  himself  for  a  fool  in  the  delicacy  he  had 
used  towards  her,  and  by  resolving  to  err  no  more 
in  the  same  way. 

Something,  she  best  knew  v^hat,  made  her  lady- 
ship postpone  her  journey  till  the.  day  after  her 
lord's  departure,  and  in  the  short  time  of  their  re- 
maining together,  more  bickering,  more  oblique 
hint,  and  smart  taunt  occurred  than  usual.  The 
countess,  after  the  conversation  above-mentioned, 
had  resorted  to  that  ready  listener,  her  own  wo- 
man ;  and  had  detailed  *  the  earl's  brutish  behavior, 

H  2  with 
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with  an  accent  and  an  impetuosity'  that  shewed 
how  acceptable  would  be  an  opportunity  of  re- 
quiting it.  Her  trusty  dependant  was  not  wanting 
in  recollection  of  the  ten  thousand  instances  in 
''tihich  *  she  must  say,  her  ladyship  had  put  up 
with  a  great  deal  too  much  from  his  lordship; 
hut  tliat  was  always  the  case  ever  since  ahe  had 
known  the  world :  those  that  uould  bear,  might 
bear,  for  any  thing  that  unfeeling  people  cared; 
and  so  it  was  that  her  ladyship  was  made  to  suf- 
fer. She  '  must,  indeed,  speak  her  mind,  and  say, 
she  thought  her  ladyship  a  great  deal  too  submis- 
sive. She  could  not  see  any  sense  in  a  wife's  obey- 
ing an  unreasonable  husband  :  she  was  sure  it 
was  not  meant  they  should ;  and  she  never  saw^ 
any  good  come  of  it : — there  was  reason  in  roast- 
ing oiP  eggs,  as  well  as  good  manners  in  eating 
theni ;  and,  to  her  way  of  thinking,  though,  to  be 
sure,  she  was  no  judge,  if  husbands  expected  ladies 
to  oblige  them,  they  ought  to  begin  and  set  the 
first  example.  There  was  the  honorable  Mrs, 
Sulphur,  whom  she  had  the  pleasure  of  living  with, 
before  she  came  to  her  ladyship,  and  who  gave 
her  that  lace  she  wore  on  her  morning  cap,  which 
probably  her  ladyship  had  observed,  and  which 
ccst  two  guineas  a  yard ;  when  she  iirst  went  to 
live  with  her,  she  found  her  always  crying  and 
miserable  about  Mr.  Sulphur's  temper;  but  she 
soon  put  her  to  rights,  and  advised  her  to  pluck 
up  a  spirit :  she  took  her  advice,  and  disannulled 
all  the  crying,  and  after  that,  was  very  comfortable 
and  a  great  deal  more  fashionable,  and  her  lady- 
5  ship 
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ship  Vv'ould  find  she  must  do  so  too,  or  the  lords 
of  the  creation  would  soon  become  lords  and  mas-^ 
ters  indeed.' 

The  folly  of  setting  fire  to  one's  own  barn,  is  not 
greater  than  that  of  Hstening  to  the  kind  advice  of 
those  who,  like  the  natives  of  a  dangerous  coast 
look  foi'  their  harvest  in  a  storm.  It  is  not  to  be 
supposed  that  the  class  of  persons  maintained  bj 
servitude  can  be  in  themselves,  as  a  body,  better 
or  worse  than  the  rest  of  the  world  ;  but  tlius  mucH 
may  be  fairly  said,  that  if  mistresses  of  families 
will  make  their  own  passions  their  idols,  they  can 
seldom  hope  for  virtuous  priestesses  to  serve  the 
altar. 

Thus  encouraged  by  one  \vho  often  reminded 
her  principal  of  her  condescension  in  serving  her, 
Lady  Luxmore  had  decided  on  being,  as  her  wait- 
ing-woman expressed  it,  *  even  with  his  lordship ;' 
and  this  level  was  to  be  gained  by  making  a  visit 
herself  to  the  house  where  he  had  told  her  he  should 
sleep :  she  meant  to  be  just  in  time  to  cross  on 
him,  before  he  set  off  the  next  day  for  London;  and 
she  doubted  not,  in  that  call,  to  find  the  lady 
of  the  mansion  at  home,  and  disappointed  in  not 
having  seen  her  with  the  earl. 

Each  pursued  thus  their  own  separate  plan.  The 
earl  set  out  on  his  day,  making  the  nurse  and 
child  accompany  him  in  his  carnage  to  the  extre- 
mity of  the  park.  We  cannot  bear  hard  on  his 
folly ;  the  child  was  awake,  and  in  more  glee  than 
was  his  habitual  state  of  animation  :  he  had  him 
in  his  arms,  and  found  it  difficult  to  say  his  last 

*  farewell ! 
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*  farewell !  my  boy  !'— a  father  did  not  know — how 
should  he  know? — that  though  the  horses  might 
exhilarate  hiin,  the  motion  of  the  carriage  they 
drew,  would  set  the  dear  little  fellow  to  sleep  ;  but 
he  did  not  turn  out  his  drowsy  companion:  h© 
substituted  one  pleasure  for  another;  and  inno- 
cently, for  it  was  ignorantjy,  hazarded  giving  the 
baby  cold,  that  he  might  gaze  on  it  as  it  slept. 

The  countess  having  declared  that  she  should 
go  by  one  road,  and  meaning  to  go  by  another, 
prepared  to  set  off  very  early  the  next  morning : 
her  child  was  brought  to  her  in  her  way  to  the 
carriage,  when,  shaking  him  violently  by  the  hand 
with  '  Bow  wow  wow  !  good  bye,  old  fellow  :'  she 
bade  the  head-nurse  go  to  Mrs.  Aubrey  for  what- 
ever she  might  want,  and  left  Viscount  Portargjfj 
to  enjoy  the  country  air. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER    VII. 


A  rencontre.  The  Xi^ije  and  mistress.  Fatal  cj^eds  of  risitwg 
a  picturC'gaUcri/.  Deceit  its  cum  punishment.  An  example 
of  fortitude.  How  to  break  a  bad  connection.  A  deserted 
lover,  Hozv  to  encourage  virtue  in  a  husband.  The  compro- 
mise. Feace  and  happiness.  General  Hozvitzcrs  conjugal 
good-breeding^. 

Taking  post-liorses  after  the  first  stage.  Lady 
Lu.Kmore. reached  the  mansion  at  which  she  meant 
to  make  *  a  fiiendly  call'  about  noon.  Having 
seen  the  place  last  in  the  height  of  summer,  she 
was  surprised,  on  entering  the  park,  to  find  the  trees 
without  leaves  :  she  drove  up  to  the  house  :  an  old 
servant  canie  to  the  hall-door :  the  family  were 
gone  to  London.     Tliis  was  grievous  indeed ! 

'  Had  not  your  ladyship  better  walk  into  the 
house,'  said  the  waiting-woman,  who  accompanied 
her  lady  in  the  carriage,  and  who  began  to 
want  something  comfortable.  '  I  dare  say  the 
housekeeper  could  let  your  la'ship  into  one  of 
the  rooms,  while  the  horses  are  changed;  and  really 
it  is  better  than  sitting  starving  in  the  carriage 
here.' 

This  was  not  absurd,  as  the  inn  was  near ;  and 
IMrs.  Tagg  having  first  secured  a  place  for  herself  at 
the  housekeeper's  fire,  and  bespoken  a  drop  of  hot 

elder 
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elder  wine,  got  permission  for  her  lady  to  sit  in 
one  of  the  cold  apartments,  and  returned  to  tell 
how  well  she  had  sped. 

The  countess,  not  knowing  what  was  to  be  h^r 
portion  of  comfort,  was  following  the  man  in 
hopes  of  seeing  a  fire,  when  he,  turning  round  as 
he  preceded  her,  asked  if  she  would  not  please, 
as  the  rooms  were  all  too  cold  to  sit  down  in,  to 
see  the  pictures.  Of  two  evils,  chusing  the  less, 
she  suffered  him  to  escort  her  to  a  farther  room, 
where  was  the  housekeeper  with  a  party  ;  and  her 
attention  was  arrested  by  seeing  the  back  of  a 
young  man,  on  whose  shoulder  was  leaning,  in  an 
^gony  of  tears,  as  young  a  woman.  She  heard, 
accompanied  with  convulsive  sobs,  these  words : 
^  I  cannot  bear  it ;  these  pictures  all  reproach  me  * 
I  see  nothing  but  penitents,  and  Him  who  died  for 
penitents.  O  !  Jesu !  O !  Maria !  I  am,  indeed,  a 
penitent :  let  me — O  !  let  me,  my  lord,  go  home 
to  my  father :  I  will  bear  any  thing :  O !  pray, 
pray  T 

No  notice  was  bestowed  on  the  lady  who  had  just 
entered,  and  wliose  feet  seemed  nailed  to  the  floor 
with  vacant  wonder  :  the  housekeeper  was  wiping 
her  eyes;  and  the  gentleman  was,  in  the  kindest  an^ 
most  soothing  manner,  while  he  prest  the  young 
creature  to  his  bosom,  endeavoring  to  stop  and  to 
comfort  her.  Lady  Luxmore  advanced  two  steps  2 
the  housekeeper  perceived  her :  her  looks  made 
the  gentleman  turn  his  head  :  he  exclaimed,  *  La- 
dv  Luxmore  !  by  heaven !'  and  the  young  woman 
be  was  supporting,  caught  hold  on  him,  and  then 

supk 
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*unk  down  on  the  floor.  The  groupe  would  lidve 
aiade  a  picture. 

The  countess  was  going  to  speak  :  her  husband, 
stretching  out  his  hand  in  a  forbidding  attitude, 
and  shaking  his  head,  as  if  it  was  no  time  for  him 
to  hsten,  looked  on  the  motionless  body  at  his 
feet:  he  then  assisted  the  man  who  had  ushered 
in  Lady  Luxmore,  to  place  the  young  woman 
against  the  chairs  on  the  side  of  the  room.  A 
maid-servant  was  called,  and  sent  for  some  harts- 
horn, while  the  injured  and  insulted  wife  sat  at  a 
distance,  with  her  unofFered  smelling-salts  at  her 
nose,  to  observe  what  passed,  and  to  take  care  of 
her  own  dignity  :  the  earl,  in  the  mean  time,  as  if 
unconscious  of  her  restraining  presence,  knelt  by 
the  livid  fair  one,  and  with  the  tenderest  appella- 
tion, of  ■  my  dearest  JVfary' — '  my  love' — '  my  life' 
endeavored  to  recall  her  to  existence.  In  a  few 
minutes,  the  young  woman  sighed,  opened  her 
eyes,  and,  in  the  humblest  manner,  thanking  those 
around  her  for  their  kindness,  requested,  for  mer- 
cy's sake,  to  be  taken  out  of  the  room. 

The  story  tells  itself.  The  rencontre  would  not 
have  happened,  had  not  the  earl  omitted  in  his  cal- 
culations for  the  journey,  the  possibility  of  his 
wife's  revenging  the  affront  put  on  her  by  his  chus- 
ing  to  make  a  visit  without  her  :  he  had  attempted 
to  deceive :  he  had  departed  from  the  truth :  he 
had  not  slept  at  the  house,  nor  did  he  expect  to  find 
his  friend  at  it ;  but  he  had  intended  to  treat  Mary 
with  a  sight  of  the  very  fine  collection  of  pictures 
there,  and  not  having  yet  learnt  that  in  painting 

any 
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any  thing  more  than  the  fame  of  the  artist,  the 
coloring,  tlie  keeping,  the  handling,  and  the  price 
were  objects,  he  did  not  know  that  a  susceptible 
imagination,  heightened  by  a  profession  of  religion, 
not  yet  sunk  into  forms,  and  an  ardency  of  love, 
not  yet  schooled  into  wisdom,  mi^ht  regard  repre- 
sentations as  realities,  and  feel  living  accusers  in 
the  works  of  RafFaelie,  the  Caraccii,  and  Carlo 
Dolce. 

In  removing  IVIary,  it  was  necessary  to  carry 
her  near  Lady  Luxmore's  feet.  Her  ladyship 
drew  away  her  garments,  and  with  a  shriek,  indi- 
cating great  tenor,  watched  her  rival  out  of  sight. 
So  ended  the  scene,  which  might  have  made  little 
change  in  the  relative  situations  of  the  respective 
personages,  had  the  fainting  girl  suftered  Lord 
Luxmore  to  attend  her  out  of  the  room ;  but 
though  relapsing  into  her  death-like  aspect,  she 
roused  herself  to  forbid  it  with  her  hand  and  her 
eyes ;  and  there  seemed  a  control  about  Mary, 
which  his  lordship  was  not  used  to  disobey. 

For  a  few  minutes  he  wavered,  not  between  the 
claims  and  the  claimants  on  his  affections,  but 
between  the  option  of  running  away  from  the  cloud 
that  threatened  him  on  the  brow  of  his  lady,  or 
facing  the  coming  storm.  Muttering  to  himself, 
*  Better  have  it  out,'  he  put  on  his  hat,  crossed 
his  arms,  and  standing  before  her,  askedif  she  had 
any  thing  to  say  to  him  :  she  was  beginning  to  re- 
ply ;  but  her  natural  eloquence  not  being  great, 
she  gave  him  opportunities  of  interrupting  her. 
.  He  stopt  her  short,  with  *  Well !  Lady  Luxmore, 

I  know 
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• 

I  know  all  that  you  can  say  :  I  know  I  am  wrong, 
as  well  as  you  can  do :  I  will  tell  you  the  plain 
truth  :  I  loved  Mary  before  ever  I  thought  on  you  : 
I  was  too  poor  to  marry  her ;  and  so  I  married 
you.  It  does  not,  in  my  opinion,  become  such  a 
mother  as  you  liaveshewn  yourself,  to  reproach 
me  with  any  failure  of  duty :  I  do  no  more  than 
iifty  others  I  could  name,  do,  and  no  more,  I  am 
{Sure,  than  any  one,  i?i  my  situation,  would  do : 
I  shall  not  give  up  jMary  to  please  you ;  but  I  give 
you  my  honor  that  you  shall  always  meet  with  re- 
spect from  me,  if  you  will  forbear  making  an  up- 
roar. If  you  chuse,  however,  to  be  violent,  I 
have  no  objection  ;  you  shall  have  a  proper  allow- 
ance, and  we  part.'  lie  ceased,  and  walked  up 
3.nd  down,  waiting  an  answer.  Not  a  word  came; 
he  stopt ;  he  asked  '  what  he  was  to  think.' — 
'  Think?'  replied  her  ladyship ;  '  why,  that  I  am 
Vi  great  fool.'  '  Agreed,'  said  his  lordship,  bow- 
ing, and  went  out  of  the  room  to  seek  Mary. 

The  countess,  left  without  a  Cicerone,  now 
began  to  look  at  the  pictures:  she  gazed  at  those  sub- 
jects which  had  struck  the  mind  of  Mary ;  but  she 
was  neither  a  catholic  nor  a  pecitent :  she  thought, 
indeed,  some  of  them  were  '  very  handsome,'  but  of 
the  merit  of  any  thing  she  stared  at,  or  th6  connexion 
of  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  it  with  Mary's  faint- 
ing and  distress,  she  could  discover  nothing.  The 
tempestuous  silence  of  her  own  mind,  kept  her  in^ 
sensible  to  all  that  was  passing  at  a  little  distance 
from  her.  She  heard  not  her  frantic  lord  calling 
for  Mary,  raving  at  the  servants,  or  giving  con- 

8  tradictory 
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tradictory  orders  in  the  same  breath.  To  all  his 
questions,  he  could  obtain  but  one  answer :  *  The 
lady  left  the  house,  my  lord,  the  instant  she  came 
out  of  the  room  :  there  happened  to  be  a  returned 
post-chaise  going  from  the  door,  and  she  got 
into  it,  and  drove  oft'as*fast  as  possible.'  Every 
subsequent  query  was  replied  to  by,  *  Don't  know 
— can't  say,  my  Lord/  In  a  fury,  he  quitted  the 
house,  with  the  hope  of  seeing  whicli  road  the 
carriage  had  taken :  his  own  carriage  was  at  the 
inn  near  the  park-gate,  and  he  sent  a  man  to  or- 
der it  up  immediately:  he  returned  not  to  take 
leave  of  his  countess,  but  meeting  his  carriage  be- 
fore he  had  received  any  satisfaction  as  to  the  road 
the  other  had  taken,  he  hoped  he  was  folio  wing  it 
by  taking  that  towards  the  town,  near  which  lived 
the  severe,  yet  negligent  father  of  ]\Iary. — That 
he  enquired  in  vain  for  her  at  her  home ;  that  he 
found  her  not  in  the  neighborhood  ;  that  he  waited 
there  all  the  next  day  to  no  purpose,  may  be  attri- 
buted to  the  charity  of  the  housekeeper  at  ■ 
who,  had  listened  to  Mary's  story  with  pity  for  her 
parents,  and  had  encouraged  her  self-denying  re- 
solutions by  secreting  her. 

The  countess,  for  whose  exasperated  feelings 
some  allowance  must  be  made  at  such  a  moment, 
not  knowing  what  was  best  to  be  done,  and  not 
having  yet  called  her  privy-counsellor,  Mrs.  Tagg, 
to  assist  in  the  debate,  was  half  inclined  to  get 
back  with  all  possiale  expedition  to  Luxmore  ;  but 
her  fortitude  shrunk  from  the  trial  of  a  spring  out 
of  London.     Arrangements,  she  concluded,  must 

be 
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be  made  for  a  separation ;  and  she  would  have 
liked  *  a  little  talk'  with  IMrs.  Aubrey  on  the  sub- 
ject of  her  griefs  and  grievances ;  but,  on  the  whole:, 
she  believed  it  was  better  to  go  to  London ;  and 
thither,  therefore,  she  betook  herself  with  all  ex- 
pedition. Her  house,  which  was  situate  in  the 
north-w€st  extreniity  of  the  town,  was  ready  for 
her  reception ;  but  day  after  day  passed,  and  the 
carl  arrived  not. 

More  than  a  week  he  spent  in  a  fruitless  search ; 
and  at  length,  wearied  with  disappointment,  and 
seeing  nothing  probable  but  the  necessity  of  Mary's 
soon  writing  to  him,  he  hastened  home,  got  to  his 
house  about  three  o'clock  in  a  moonlight  mornings 
threw  himself  on  the  couch  in  his  dressing-room, 
and  about  noon  next  day,  sent  up  a  message  to 
her  ladyship,  intimating,  that  he  was  'coming 
to  have  a  little  conversation  with  her.' 

As  she  had  at  this  moment  the  advantage,  and 
it  was  a  rare  possession,  she  did  not  know  exactly 
how  to  use  it.  She  was  reading  a  letter,  which  had 
been  sent  to  her  inclosed  in  another;  and  she 
scarcely  raised  her  eyes  from  the  paper,  when  the 
earl,  never  less  anxious  about  her  humor  or  his  re- 
ception, entered  the  room. 

He  threw  himself  on  a  chair,  leant  one  arm  over 
the  back  of  it,  and  reclined  his  forehead  on  his  hand. 
From  this  posture  of  distracted  contemplation, 
which  admitted  no  thought  but  of  Mary,  he  was 
startled  by  her  ladyship's  holding  out,  by  one  cor- 
ner, the  letter  she  had  been  readingv  with  a  delicate 
invitation  to  look  at  it,  conveyed  in  the  words, 

'  A  let- 
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*  A  letter  from  your  strumpet,  Lord  Luxmore/ 
'  Thou  devil !'  were  the  only  words  his  lordship 
could  stop  to  utter :  lie  snatched  the  letter,  and 
quitted  his  wife,  to  read  the  reproaches  he  doubted 
not  he  should  meet.  He  endeavored  to  command 
his  feelings ;  it  was  a  novel  experiment,  but  he 
succeeded  so  far  as  to  comprehend  these  sen- 
tences. 

^  When  your  lordship  finds  I  have  inclosed  this 
in  a  letter  to  Lady  Luxmore,  I  am  fearful  you  will 
think  it  rather  dictated  by  my  wish  to  appear  can- 
did than  by  my  sincerity,  but  if  I  know  myself,  I 
am  not  to  be  moved  by  any  thing  this  world  can 
threaten  or  offer  :  I  therefore  request  the  credit  I 
feel  I  deserve.  I  am  no  longer  the  weak,  the  en- 
thusiatic  creature  I  was :  I  am  an  altered  being. 

'  Why,  I  tore  myself  from  you  at ,  I  need 

not  explain.  What  were  my  motives,  I  am  per- 
suaded you  know.  You  are  not  ignorant  that  I 
have  always  been  unhappy,  or  that,  however  un- 
grateful it  seems  in  me  to  urge  it,  your  lordship's 
kindness  has  never  been  able  to  render  me  insensi- 
ble to  the  criminality  of  our  connection.  That  I 
was  at  first  deceived,  might  be  some  excuse  for 
me ;  that  I  would  not  undeceive  myself  admits  of 
no  excuse.  I  will  not  reproach  you  :  I  will  rather 
confess  that  it  has  cost  me  almost  my  life  to  sepa- 
rate from  yju  :  but  separated  I  now  am,  and  it 
would  cost  me  more  to  return  to  you. 

'  I  remained  under  the  kind  protection  of  the 

housekeeper  at  ,  till:  I  hoped  you  had  given 

up 
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up  all  pursuit  of  me  :  I  then  went  to  my  father's  : 
I  cannot  tell  you  what  I  suffered  when  he  disowned 
all  knowledge  of  me :  he  would  not  allow  me  to 

enter  his  cottage.     I  then  went  to  Mrs.  J 's,  in 

the  faint  hope  that  I  might  meet  with  less  severity; 
my  kind  benefactress  condescended  to  receive  me 
with  tears,  and  with  reproaches  of  herself  for  hav- 
ing; induced  her  tenderness  in  educating;  me  above 
my  situation  in  life:  she  allowed  me  to  remain 
with  her,  and  her  actions  have  corresponded  with 
the  reception  I  found.  She  has  told  my  story, 
and  pleaded  my  good  resolutions,  to  a  Swiss  lady, 
of  her  own  church,  now  on  a  visit  to  her,  and  who 
is,  in  a  short  time,  to  return  to  her  native  country. 
I  go  with  her  as  her  humble  attendant ;  and  what  I 
have  seen  and  heard  of  her,  convinces  me  I  shall, 
with  her,  be  as  little  miserable  as  I  can  hope 
to  be. 

*  I  do  not  wish  to  interest  your  lordship's  feel- 
ings. I  would  have  you  recollect,  that  we  have 
both  deviated  most  grievously  and  unpardonably 
from  our  duty ;  and  if  you  hate  me  for  having, 
however  unintentionally,  drawn  you  into  error,  I 
must  own  you  just :  but  yet  I  cannot  submit  to 
appear  ungrateful;  nor  can  I  part  from  you  without 
acknowledging  your  uniform  liberality  and  kind^j. 
ness.  Might  I  presume  to  advise,  1  would  request 
your  lordship  to  think  on  this  matter  as  I  do,  and 
to  consider,  if  such  have  been  my  feelings  when  no- 
thing was  subtracted  from  my  enjoyments,  what 
may  be  your's  on  the  brink  of  eternity.  I  can 
only  say,  I  have  seen  my  danger,   and  retreated  : 

may 
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may  you  profit  by  seeing  what  is  possible ! — I  hav^ 
sent  J^  parcel  to  your  bankers,  and  I  hope  you  will 
find  every  thing  in  proper  order  at  the  house  in 
town.  You  will,  I  am  sure,  be  kind  in  dismissing 
the  poor  servants.  Tell  them  what  I  have  done, 
and  that  I  am  happy :  the  assurance  and  the  ex- 
ample may,  I  hope,  in  some  measure  atone  for 
the  wretched  pattern  they  have  had  in  her  who 
ought  to  have  taught  them  better. — Farewell ;  for- 
get me.' 

His  lordship  having  shed  over  this  letter  more 
tears  than  the  deaths  of  all  his  relations  had  ever 
cost  him,  rang  for  a  servant,  and  sent  up  to  Lady 
Luxmore  a  demand,  which,  it  is  to  be  supposed,  was, 
in  its  passage  softened  into  a  request y  of  the  letter, 
inclosing  that  he  had  read.  It  came  :  it  was  a  very 
humble  supplication  for  pardon  :  it  wished  her  la- 
dyship all  liappiness,  and  took  a  respectful  leave. 

The  song  of  the  Syrens  would  not  at  any  time 
have  caught  the  attention  of  Lady  Luxmore.  It  is, 
therefore,  not  incredible  that  she  should  toss  the 
letter  from  her,  when  she  had  perused  it,  with  no 
other  comment  on  it,  than — *  stuff — cant' — or  that 
she  should  be  at  a  loss  for  a  reason  why  she 
should  detain  it,  when  her  husband  sent  for  it.  She 

*  Never  knew  nor  souglit  to  know 

*  Of  faith  sincere  the  grateful  glow, 

*  But  read  in  misery's  tearful  eye, 

*  The  well  dissembled  talc  of  smooth  hypocrisy/ 

The  diction  of  the  palinode,  added  to  the  earl's 

esteem 
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esteem  for  her  whom  it  forbade  him  to  love ;  and 
he  shut  himself  up  for  the  rest  of  the  day,  to  pon- 
der Oil  this  untowardly  virtuous  abdication.  Hav- 
ing indulged  his  grief  till  he  began  to  feel  ashamed 
of  it,  he  tried  to  find  something  to  resent ;  but 
Mary  had  left  him  no  cause  for  resentment,  and 
this  conviction  again  overwhelmed  him.  He  next 
tried  to  applaud  and  to  concur ;  but  he  was  too 
deeply  wounded,  and  too  much  stunned  to  feel 
any  possible  good  in  the  infliction.  He  could  only 
judge  that  he  was  very  miserable,  that  he  had  lost 
Mary,  and  that  without  her  the  world  was  a  desert: 
her  delicate  sentiment  and  tender  conscience  he 
could  not  assume,  but  his  mortification  gave  effi- 
cacy to  her  advice,  and  rashly  vowing,  for  the  sake 
of  her  humble  virtues  ;  and  his  lady's  contrary  en- 
dowments, that  he  would  never  have  any  thino* 
more  to  say  to  the  female  part  of  the  creation, 
he  found  himself,  in  a  few  days,  almost  involunta- 
rily improved  in  the  theory,  or  at  least  in  the  prac- 
tice, of  morals. 

Feeling  it  daily  more  difficult  to  bring  himself  to 
another  personal  interview  with  his  countess,  he 
attempted  to  arrange  some  plan  of  accommodation, 
through  a  written  medium ;  but  he  must  have  for- 
gotten, at  the  moment,  the  effusions  of  her  pea 

during  her  solitary  residence  in shire:  or  he 

never  could  have  expected  her  to  reason  on  paper. 
Having  tried  in  vain,  she  was  driven  to  the  neces- 
sity of  saying  he  might  see  her ;  and  they  accord- 
ingly breakfasted  together  the  next  morning.  Ths 
one  party  had  nothing  now  to  renounce :  the  other 

VOL.  I.  I  had 
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had  nothing  to  demand.  For  mutual  ease,  mutual 
forgiveness  was  exchanged.  Lord  Luxmore  >va« 
to  be  treated  as  a  well-bred  husband  ;  Lady  Lux- 
tnore  tvas  not  to  be  considered  as  a  froward  wile 
or  a  negligent  mother  :  that  is  to  say,  they  were  to 
fconnive  at  each  others'  past  faults  :  consequently, 
the  only  effect  produced  on  the  mind,  would  be  the 
abatement  of  the  moral  sense.  Let  no  such  com- 
mutation be  mistaken  for  Christian  forbearance. 

The  time  of  year,  snd  its  modes  of  life  were  fa- 
vorable to  the  preservation  of  good  humor :  his 
lordship  had  his  bear-parties  for  high  eating;  her 
ladyship  her  routs  for  iiigh  play.  At  the  former 
she  might  have  been  treated  with  a  little  unpleasant 
freedom,  had  not  her  husband  been  well-bred ;  and 
had  she  not  been  protected  by  that  jealousy 
which  we  all  feel  for  our  own  creations  and  adop- 
tions. Had  a  parent  compelled  Lord  Luxmore 
to  take  such  a  uife,  he  might,  and  with  some  Rea- 
son, have  protested  against  the  choice,  and  might 
have  appealed  to  his  friends  ;  but  there  are  few 
husbands,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  like  General  Howitzer, 
who,  with  terms  of  pity,  such  as  *  the  old  wretch,' 
and  *  the  crippled  devil,'  amuse  a  company  by  the 
detail  of  his  ancient  spouse's  decrepitudes;  and  the 
purse-bearer  who  is  liable  to  be  caricatured  is  ge- 
nerally the  bearer  of  an  empty  one.  AVith  regard  to 
the  earlj  whatever  was  the  sentiment  indulged  in 
solitude,  it  would  have  been  denied  in  society,  and 
the  bottle  would  have  been  pushed  at  the  first  wink 
ef  inebriate  raillery. 

Lady  Luxmore  had  nothing  of  this  to  endure  i 

,  tlie 
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the  Stare  and  the  laugh  had  been  long  over,  and 
the  propriety  of  the  earls'  behavior  discouraged 
even  pert  misses  from  being  witty :  he  now  wanted 
but  little  of  twenty  years  of  age;  and  being  ex- 
tremely admired  for  his  person,  his  dancing,  his 
great  good  humor,  his  taste  in  carriages,  and  the 
elegance  with  which  he  drest,  and  spoke  French, 
the  applause  of  the  world  instructed  her  ladyship's 
feelings,  and  she  smiled  beyond  her  usual  grace  of 
smiling,  w-hen  congratulated  by  her  young  friends 
on  her  felicity  in  being  united  to  so  charming  a 
man.  Somewhat  deeper  was  the  feeling  of  a  few 
married  ladies,  who  in  silence  envied  a  union  where 
the  parties  knew  so  little  of  each  other,  yet  still 
drew  together,  like  their  carriage-horses,  with  per- 
haps less  affection,  but  of  similar  importance  and 
accommodation  to  each  other. 


1 2  CHAP, 
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CHAPTER    VIII. 


"^he  iireriifoui  imhecUities  of  the  idle.     A  party  wninan.     Anet- 
dote  of  George   Schiyn.      Pride  of  ancestry.     Anecdote  of 

the  Duchess   of  Q .      A  ministtrial  mail.     Want  of 

discretion  sometimes  mistaken  for  parsimony.  How  to  try  a 
tradesman  s  patience.      Anecdote  uf  Lady  .     Run* 

ning  after  the  royal  family,  A  sensible  aunt.  Bath.  A 
succession  of  pitrsuits.  A  library -maker.  Anecdotes.  Boofim 
sellers'  shops. 

The  printer  M^as  spent  in  London,  in  the  way 
practised  by  persons  of  wealth  and  rank  and  unoc- 
cupied minds,  with  just  as  much  variation  as  the 
exhaustion  of  tried  pleasures,  and  the  pursuit  o^ 
those  remaining  untried,  aftbrds.     It  is  so  easy  to 
be  idle  in  London,  and  yet  never  at  leisure,  that 
"vve  need  not  give  lessons  on  the  subject.     The  sort 
of  life  resulting   from  this  strenuous  imbecility, 
suited  Lady  Luxmore  very  tolerably,  as  the  differ- 
ent paths  into  which  it  led  her  and  her  lord,  al- 
lowed her  to  display  her  greatness  without  fear 
of  his  better-bred  eye,  and  to  mortify,  in  her  own 
way,  fools  less  fortunate.     Every  birth-day  was  a 
new  epoch  in  her  existence ;  and  seldom  could  she 
forego  even  the  less  brilliant  court-days,  till  a  hint 
reached  her  that  slfe  was  thought  to  pay  her  duty 
too  often.     She  then  desisted  altogether  from  her 

visits 
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visits  to  St.  James's'*,  commenced  politician,  and 
grew  most  wisely  democratical,  repaying  to  her- 
self in  the  outcry  against  royalty  and  its  appen- 
dages, the  reproof  siie  had  drawn  on  herself  by 
the  want  of  that  quality  which  can  rarely  be  learnt 
— '  Moderation.'  The  vacuity  left  in  her  mind, 
she  fitted  up  by  a  set  of  not  less  agreeable,  but 
still  narrower  littlenesses,  and  added  one  to  the 
number  of  those  who  fancy  themselves  public 
spirited,  when  they  are  only  avenging  private  sel- 
fishness f .  In  her  motives,  and  the  conduct  sub- 
sequent on  them,  she  found  a  large  party  of  abet- 
tors :  the  discontented  are  numerous  :  the  selfish 
not  fewer. 

Lady  Luxmore,  by  this  adoption,  we  will  not- 
say  change,  improved  extremely  her  situation  in 
society.    The  old  nobility,  those  who,  as  their  co- 

*  It  was  not  our  countess  who  excited  the  late  George 
Selwyn's  wit,  when  he  said  to  a  friend  in  the  drawing-room, 
on  the  approach  of  a  lady  of  rank  peculiar  in  her  appear- 
ance, 

*  Speak  to  it  Horatio/ 

Lady  Luxmore,  always  on  great  occasions,  colored. 

f  Not  presuming  to  give  any  farther  opinion  on  the  subject 
of  politics  than  to  recommend  the  noble  virtue  of  loyalty,  we 
will  not  make  use  of  the  opportunities  afforded  us  by  our 
connections,  of  now  and  then  discovering  real  motives,  where 
those  ostensible  were  widely  different.  We  will  refer  for  an 
instance  of  what  we  bint  at,  to  the  reply  of  a  critic,  *  now " 
to  the  dust  gone  down,*  who  being  asked,  why  he  had  been' 
severe  on  a  work  not  deserving  severity,  replied,  *  Why  did^- 
the  author  say  any  thing  against  Sterne  ?'  The  critic  w^as. 
a  dealer  in  copy-right. 

ronet 
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ronet  was  worn  by  the  wise  or  the  unwise,  had 
roade  or  marred  kings  and  princes,  had  not 
sought  the  society,  even  of  the  earl.  Their  neigh- 
bor, old  Mrs,  Wapshote,  retaining  nothing  but 
her  name,  of  all  the  good  things  derived  from  a 
Saxon  ancestry,  had  refused  to  mount  her  taxed 
cart  to  make  her  ladyship  a  visit  at  Luxmore.  The 
De  Anythings,  said  the  cross  old  woman,  are  fitter 
to  visit  $uch  mushrooms  :  they  came  in  with  the 
INorm^n ;  my  family  was  in  its  decay  when  the 
Norman  families  began  to  flourish.  The  old  Du- 
chess of  Q—'s  question,  when  one  of  the  H— ^ 
family  was  ennobled,  What  does  this  fellow  mean 
by  powdering  himself  with  the  dust  of  my  ances- 
tQJTS  ?  was  hardly  better. 

But  the  party  Lady  Luxmore  now  joined,  was 
willing  to  forego  personal  distinctions  for  the  sake 
of  numbers  ;  and  she  was  to  be  seen  on  the  mob- 
side  of  every  question,  and  in  the  gala  of  an  elec- 
tion, decked,  she  knew  not,  poor  woman !  why, 
with  the  colors  that  declared  her  not  so  much  at 
enmity  with  *  the  government'  as  with  govern- 
ment. Like  the  barrow-woman,  who  when  45  was 
a  favorite  number,  thought  five  and  forty  its  syno- 
nym, and  chalked  54  on  her  vehicle. 

Not  at  all  wiser  or  more  principled  was  her 
lord,  in  taking  the  opposite  side  of  the  question. 
As  yet,  indeed,  he  had  no  power,  but  that  which 
the  influence  of  his  rank  gave  him ;  and  needing 
nothing,  he  had  no  incentive  to  exert  himself,  other-r 
wise  than  to  support  convevsation ;  but  his  early 

marriage 
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niarriage  had  produced  an  effect  we  sheuld  be 
happy  to  see  oftencr  :  it  had  given  him  a  charac- 
ter to  wear,  and  though  it  was  sometimes  a  little 
ludicrous  to  the  grave,  to  see  him  *  aitect  to  nod/ 
yet  the  error  was  on  the  right  side ;  and  if  his 
principle  of  '  supporting  ministers',  which  was  e^ 
measure  on  which,  lie  said,  he  was  *  at  all  events* 
resolved,  had  not  been  traced  up  to  the  funded 
condition  of  his  wife's  property,  he  might  have 
been  listened  to,  and  contradicted  occasionally,  in 
his  unqualified  praise  of  all  that  every  body  in 
the  service  of  government  did  :  every  appoint- 
ment was  for  the  salvation  of  the  country  ;  and  for 
every  loss  by  sea  or  land  he  found  a  palliative-— 
fhei/,  his  lordship  best  knew  who,  were  all  fin$ 
fellows,  and  should  ever  be  sure  of  his  vote  on  al} 
occasions. 

But  the  appreciation  of  the  earl  and  his  lady  in 
their  several  circles,  was  not  similar  :  his  lordship 
was  prudent  enough  to  know  the  value  of  easy 
circumstances ;  and  though,  thanks  to  jMiss 
Toms's  half- uncle,  due  care  was  taken  of  her  pro- 
perty, and  till  he  was  of  age  he  could  not  enter  on 
the  full  possession  of  what  he  had  so  dearly  pur- 
chased, he  v/as  equally  prudent  and  liberal :  he 
spent  hrs  money  well,  and  gained  the  esteem  con- 
sequent on  this  branch  of  wisdom,  while  his  wife 
enquiring  in  all  cases  of  expencc  wliat  other  *  pcQ- 
ple  of  quality  did,'  and  then  trying  to  discover  how- 
little  she  might  dp,  uiade  herself  unpopular  on 
every  occasion  that  called  for  liberality,  and  was 

con- 
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considered  as  the  pest  of  every  shop   she  dealt 
at*. 

In  a  icw  months  after  this  system  of  peace  and 

oblivion 

*  We  have  some  charity  for  persons  suspected  of  a  disin- 
clination to  part  from  money,  because  we  are  convinced  that 
the  character  is  as  often  gained  by  want  of  discretion,  as  by 
want  of  liberality.  Many  are  the  instances  of  noble  actions 
done  with  pleasure,  by  those  who  seem  to  delight  in  the  mean' 
est  arts  of  saving  money.  In  many  cases,  forty  shillings  a- 
year  would  purchase  a  good  name  ;  and  a  saving  no  greater 
stamps  us  with  a  bad  ohe.  But  we  have  no  mercy  for  persons 
^vho,  after  making  tradesmen  wait  for  their  money,  turn 
them  off  for  daring  to  ask  for  it,  nor  for  those  who  exercise 
the  pitiful  arts  of  making  and  breaking  agreements,  as  they 
can  find  most  conducive  to  their  interest:  A  gentleman  should 
be  a  gentleman  to  his  butcher  and  his  baker ;  and  a  woman 
of  rank  should  never  condescend  to  try  the  patience  of  a 
shopkeeper  as  we  have  seen  it  tried.  We  will  give  the  anec» 
dote,  only  presuming  that  there  is  no  service  we  arc  ever 
called  to  *  so  hot'  as  that  of  shopping  with  our  friends  \\\\q 
want  every  thing  and  buy  nothing. 

Being  at  one  of  the  best  shops  in  street,  on  the 

eve  of  a  public  mourning,  we  saw  a  carriage  drive  up  with 
the  blazonry  of  two  of  the  best  families  in  England.  Two 
elderly  ladies  alighted?  they  wanted  dresses;  they  thought 
they  should  like  velvet;  what  was  the  best  a  yard;  it  was 
spread  before  them;  they  thought  silk  velvet  unnecessary; 
cotton  velvet  would  do  ;  cotton  velvet  was  reached  :  they  did 
not  know  whether  bombazine  would  not  suit  them  better  : 
here  now  was  fine  amusement ;  for  bombazines  are  to  be  ha^ 
of  all  prices  and  textures;, a  dozen  were  handed  to  then\. 
On  the  whole,  they  believed  a  cottagerstuff  would  wear  best, 
lind  they'  heard  they  were  to  be  had  for  two  shillings  a 
yard?  they  would  call  again  when  they  had  decided.— 
'J'hpy  theu  looked  at  some  gloves; .  a§ked  how  inuch  a  black 
f^n,\vould  *  come  to';  c?i<^uircd  v^hcther  they  sold  ii^  that 

shop 
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oblivion  had  been  entered  on,  Lady  Luxmore,  most 
Avisely,  as  she  had  before  her  the  stupendous  task 
of  weaning  a  very  young  man  from  a  vice,  and  en- 
couraging him  under  a  painful  renunciation,  as- 
serted her  independence  by  taking  a  villa  near 
London,  to  which  she  retired,  if  retirement  it 
could  be  called,  in  the  beginning  of  the  summer, 
for  two  or  three  days  of  every  week,  to  give  en- 
tertainments to  her  acquaintance  ^  in  a  rural  st3'le.' 
She  then,  notwithstanding  her  antipathy  to  royalty, 
thought  it  necessary  to  follow  ^  the  family'  in  their 
removes  from  London  to  Windsor,  and  from 
Windsor  to  W^eymouth ;  and  having  convinced 
herself  that  they  really  did  talk  much  in  the  man- 
ner of  other  well-bred  personages;  and  almost 
beginning  to  suspect  that,  when  away  from  St» 
James's,  they  might  have  some  little  claim  to 
heads  and  hearts,  she  might  have  grown  loyal,  had 
she  been  noticed  to  her  satisfaction ;  but  seeing- 
their  condescensions  bestowed  on  those  who,  to 
her  knowledge,  had  not  ^  brought  half  her  fortune', 
she  thought  it  more  consistent  to  rail  at  '  etiquette'; 
and  in  the  autumn,  when  she  knew  it  w^as  not 
*  style'  to  be  seen,  she  betook  herself  to  Luxmore, 
where  the  earl  joined  her,  and  they  might  have 
preserved  their  neutrality  uninjured,  had  not  they 

shop  black  ribbons,  *  and  all  sorts  of  things';  took  a  halw 
crown  article,  and  got  into  their  carriage. 

We  have  neither  *  extenuated'  nor  *  set  down  in  malice  ;'  we 
give  the  scene  strictly  as  it  passed  ;  and  we  could  give  th« 
panie;  but      - 

Jj^owj  let  us  not  talk  of  the  insolenge  of  tradesmen. 

disagreed 
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disagreed  on  that  important  question,  the  manage* 
ment  of  Viscount  Portargis  now  near  a  year  old ; 
but  so  admirably  stable  was  the  arrangement  they 
had  made  for  their  mutual  quiet,  that  the  dissen- 
sion produced  no  convulsion  :  they  only  forbore 
meeting  as  much  as  possible,  and  speaking  entire- 
ly, and  thus  lived  on  in  perfect  harmony,  till  his 
lordship  began  to  find  his  friends  shy  of  his  house, 
and  suspected  that  something  was  \vanting  to  the 
comfort  of  such  as,  in  his  now  improving  habits, 
she  should  most  have  wished  to  draw  towards 
him. 

Made  uneasy  by  tho  admission  of  this  idea,  he 
went  to  town  when  to^vn  had  no  attraction,  because 
he  felt  ennui  more  painful  in  every  other  place. 
Whatever  were  his  natural  inclinations,  he  had 
latelv,  and  particularly  since  the  birth  of  his  son, 
picked  up  a  taste  for  domestic  life,  and  had  been 
encouraged  in  it  by  an  excellent  aunt,  who,  not- 
withstanding she  was  at  the  middle  age  of  life,  and 
a  single  woman,  was  a  great  favorite  with  him, 
and  very  much  disposed  to  rejoice  in  seeing  others 
happy.  He  had  made  no  secret  to  her  of  the  no- 
comforts  of  his  house,  though  he  did  not  reveal  all 
the  causes  for  the  abatement  of  his  chearfulness ; 
and  her  advice  to  him  had  been  judicious  :  Lady 
Mary  had  kept  at  a  civil  distance  from  the  coun- 
tess, as  the  only  probable  means  of  remaining  civil ; 
and  when  his  lordship  had  run  down  by  stealth,  a» 
he  chose  to  do  once  in  a  fortnight,  to  see  his  boy, 
he  had  pleasure  in  reporting  to  this  good  aunt  tiie 
progress  he  saw  oi'  fancied  in  his  son  :  he  now 

sought 
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sought  again  this  comforter.  '  Nature,  my  dear 
nephew,'  said  Lady  Mary,  ^  gave  you,  I  should 
suspect,  a  taste  for  female  society  and  domestic 
comfort :  the  inclination  has  never  been  fairly  met: 
you  have,  by  your  own  choice,  of  which  you  must 
jnake  the  best  you  can,  exposed  it  to  repulsion, 
^nd  it  now  ceases  to  exist  in  any  other  form  than 
that  negative  one  which  makes  every  thing  unpa- 
latable. Had  you  married  more  discreetly,  with 
this  enjoyment,  all  other  pleasures  might  have  been 
enjo)'ed :  the  duties  of  active  life,  and  even  the  in- 
sipidities of  artificial  life,  would  have  found  a  zest 
in  the  contrasted  satisfaction  which  suspends  them: 
a  wife  of  a  good  temper  and  agreeable  attainments 
would  have  made  the  return  home  your  best  pros- 
pect in  absence :  but  without  this,  your  amuse- 
ments are  bounded  by  an  horizon  you  are  perpetu- 
ally touching;  and,  experience  proving  their  satiety, 
you  try  to  escape  an  inevitable  weariness  by  shun-* 
ning  repose.' 

Lady  Mary,  in  this  conversation,  meant  well, 
and  acted  not  ill.  She  was  of  our  opinion,  that 
to  assist  a  friend  to  bear  an  evil,  it  is  not  the  best 
way  to  deny  its  existence,  or  to  conceal  its  import- 
ance ;  but  she  found  her  auditor  very  much  like 
his  fellow-creatures :  he  took  his  own  part ;  de- 
fended his  marriage,  and  wished  his  aunt  good 
morning, 

The  countess's  autumn  afforded  happier  suc- 
CGssions  than  his  lordship's.      When  wearied  of 
Luxmore,  which,  notwithstanding  her  still  exist- 
ing 
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ing  respect  for  Mr.  Aubrey,  her  friendship,  or  rather 
fondness  for  his  wife,  to  say  nothing  of  poor  little 
Portargis,  happened  in  very  good  time  for  a  six 
weeks'  visit  to  Eath,  slic  retired  thither,  took  a  house 
there,  made  friendships,  drank  the  water  on  bad 
days,  as  an  excuse  for  taking  out  men  and  horses ; 
and   by  the  assistance  of  JNIonday's  dress   ball, 
Wednesday's  concert,  Thursday's  cotillion  ball,  the 
play,  and   the  motley  crouds   assembled   at   the 
houses  of  great  reception,  she  got  through  this 
period  '  very  fairl}^'  in  a  place  of  which  scarce 
two  pei^ons  give  the  same  account,  so  admirably 
does  it  adapt  itself  to  the  wishes  of  all  its  visitors. 
To  her  ladyship  it  was  particularly  recommended 
as  a  delightful  place,  because  a  peeress  is,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  a  peeress,  at  the  upper  end 
of  the  ball-room,  and  because  it  is  very  easy  to 
live  there  without  having  an  hour's  quiet  in  the 
course  of  a  day ;  and  she  would  not  have  believed 
us  had  we  told  her  we  found  it  the  seat  of  much 
rational  goodness,  as  well  as  of  weak  fanaticism, 
of  great  talents  as  well  as  the  most  despicable  fri- 
volity, and  the  toost  serious  folly.  The  world,  and 
nearly  every  thing  we  touch  in  it,  is  what  we  niake 
it ;  and  Bath  is  a  medicine  or  a  poison  as  we  use 
it ;  but  certainly  if  inhabitants  can  reflect  lustre 
on  a  place  of  residence,  it  may  boast  the  honor 
conferred  by  female  virtues  and  talents,  Avhich  are 
there  drawn  into  a  focus  that  affords  the  pleasant- 
cst  means  of  contemplating  that  which  it  is  always 
pleasant  to  contemplate,  the  beneficence  of  t^^e 
Creator  in  his  donation  of  intellect,  accepted  with 

humility, 
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humility,  and  improved  by  every  mean  he  allows 
us. 

When  it  was  time  to  quit  Bath,  it  was  time  to 
come  to  London :  people  of  rank  were  '  congre- 
gating,  and  Lady  Luxmore  must  be  in  town  on  a 
day  fixed.  This  pattern,  for  getting  through  the 
signs  of  the  zodiac,  succeeding  so  well,  served,  with 
only  the  substitution  of  the  gay  coast  for  Milthy 
Luxmore,'  lor  the  two  following  revolutions  of  the 
earth  on  its  axis ;  and  she  flattered  herself  she  now 
did  exactly  Mike  other  people  of  rank'.  * 

But  to  the  earl,  not  bloated  with  vulgarities,  life 
in  the  shape  he  assigned  it,  was,  even  in  London,  a 
burden.  The  void  Mary's  fortitude  had  left  in  his 
affections,  was  not  filled  up :  he  now  habitually 
turned  from  his  wife  with  a  feehng  little  short  of 
batred,  consequently,  whenever  he  was  at  home, 
and  without  company,  he  was  given  over  in  si- 
lence and  solitude  to  intruding  reflections  and  un- 
profitable regrets.  He  wished  he  had  not  quitted 
the  army ;  but  he  was  not  willing,  by  purchasing 
again,  to  confess  his  disappointed  views  :  he  would 
'have  tried  drinking;  but  the  habit  in  him  was  ne- 
ver strong,  and  Mary  had  so  restrained  him,  that 
it  was  become  unpleasant  to  him :  spirited  play 
was  the  resourse  of  many  under  like  circumstances; 
but  though  he  was  now  in  the  full  possession  of  all 
that  he  could  expect  from  his  marriage,  and  in  a 
state  of  no  common  pecuniary  ease,  his  lady's  rela- 
tion, Mr.  Sterling,  had,  when  unable  to  prevent 
the  marriage,  fettered  him,  as  if  his  present  rumi- 
nation had  been  foreseen  :  he  could  not,  therefore, 

take 
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take  the  scope  his  pride  \vould  have  demanded,  iti 
engaging  with  those,  neitlier  incumbered  with 
principles  nor  manacled  by  feettlemefits :  he  tried 
an  assiduous  attendance  ifi  thd  house,  of  which  l)t 
was  a  raw  iflenfiber,  artd  felt  himself  itnpi'ove  ift 
this  school  of  the  aristocracy;  but  the  house  6f 
lords  was  not  sitting  fell  day  nor  till  the  year,  and 
aometimes  he  was  weaHed  AKith  listening  to  that  ift 
which  he  could  have  notie  but  a  silent  interest :  he 
tried  all  the  clubs ;  even  the  ehess-club,  and  i&r 
some  weeks  *  check-mat,  staleniat,'  and  all  that 
succeeds  to 

*  Alba  tenet  dcxtrtim,  servat  Rcgina  colofcrfi' 
occupied  and  nerved  his  mind:  he  stopt  in  the 
street  his  friends  of  similar  pursuit,  or  his  antago- 
nist of  the  last  evening,  to  discuss  the  manner  in 
Which  a  catastrophe  might  have  been  varied ;  and 
Ihe  hope  of  celebrity  in  an  elegant  amusement, 
aftd  which  certainly  tends  to  strengthen  the  acu- 
tten  of  the  human  intellect,  and  to  teach  circuirt- 
fipectioh,  repaid  his  vigils  of  perplexing  and  haunt- 
ing images.  Weary,  however,  in  a  short  time, 
of  a  species  of  relaxation  more  fatiguing,  when 
carried  to  excess,  than  most  laborious  callings,  he 
tried  to  improve  his  taste  for  billiards,  which 
brought  the  additional  recommendation  of  elegant 
and  healthful  exercise,  but  this  too  was  factitious, 
tSitid  had  its  inconveniences  :  it  associated  him  with 
and  attracted  to  him,  men  not  always  agreeable ; 
and  having  had  a  point  in  which  he  thought  himself 
indisputably  riglit,  decided  against  hittj;  his  artiti- 

cial 
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cial  predilection  changed  into  sore  remembrance 
of  mortification,  and  enforced  more  quickly  and 
clamorously  than  any  of  its  discarded  predecessors 
the  necessity  of  some  new  toy.  To  this  succeeded 
all  that  could  be  effected  by  the  purchase  and  sale 
of  horses,  and  the  bespeaking  and  countermanding 
carriages ;  but  here  Mary's  taste  was  recollected ; 
and  a  little  ridicule  which  her  plain  sense — O!  that 
it  had  never  lost  its  characteristic  !  had  bestowed 
on  such  childish  caprice,  burst  on  his  memory 
in  the  very  act  of  folly,  and  excited  sensations 
fio  painful,  that  he  gladly  paid  some  scores  of 
guineas  to  be  rid  of  a  contract  which  he  knew  she 
would  have  thought  a  very  silly  business. 

Agriculture,  botany,  a  turning-lathe,  and  the 
collection  and  dispersion  of  pictures,  in  rotation^ 
took  their  seasons,  budded,  blossomed,  and  de- 
cayed. In  the  first,  he  had  proceeded  so  fat  as 
to  invite  the  gentlemen  around  his  estate  to  see,  on 
his  land,  the  competition  between  two  pieces  of 
mechanism,  which  united  in  themselves  all  the 
advantages  of  broad- cast  and  dibbling,  and  had 
shewn  *  a  capital  wether*  at  an  agricultural  dinner. 
In  botany,  he  had  not  indeed  arrived  at  the  honor 
of  seeing  the  reward  of  his  researches,  in  the  im- 
portation and  baptism  of  a  Lu^mwria,  but  he  had 
ascertained  with  exactitude,  that  a  parcel  of  the 
seed  of  '  Reseda  odorata,'  either  by  the  fault  of 
the  soil  or  the  seedsman,  was  returned  from  the 
ground  with  the  character  and  habit  of  *  Thlaspi 
Bursa  Pastoris.'  In  turning,  he  could,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  not  more  than  ten  times  the  shop-price, 
produce  handles  for  fire-screens,  brass  screws,  and 

sundry 
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sundry  ivory  nick-nacks ;  and  in  the  larger  concern 
of  connoisseurship,  he  had  for  some  weeks  in- 
vited and  attracted  half  the  town,  by  exhibiting  a 
Claude  that  turned  out  a  Swannevelt,  and  by 
boasting  of  a  Flemish  old  woman  paring  turnips 
as  a  Michael  Angelo  Caravaggio  ;  but  it  requires 
some  philosophy  to  collect  and  avow  the  collecting 
of  pictures  :  a  man  must  bear  to  hear  numberless 
insinuations  respecting  his  property  and  his  saga- 
city, which  no  one,  in  any  other  department  of 
commerce  would  endure :  he  gains  no  credit  by 
having  been  lavish  of  money  in  his  purchases :  it 
is  the  business  of  every  one  to  suppose  him  a  dupe, 
and  to  detect  his  folly ;  and  to  bear  all  this,  re- 
quired a  deeper  foundation  of  taste  than  Lord 
Luxmore's. 

Disgusted,  in  succession,  with  these  successive 
follies,  for  follies  they  are  when  resorted  to  on  so 
feeble  an  impulse,  he,  on  the  first  thin  crop  from 
his  land  followed  by  a  spring  fatal  to  his  lambs, 
let  off  again  that  part  of  it  which  he  had  taken 
linto  his  own  hands;*  on  the  first  disagreement 
with  his  gardener  from  Kew,  disposed  of  his  stove 
and  green-house-plants ;  without  cause,  save  sati- 
ety, left  the  turning-lathe ;  and  having  an  offer  from 
a  public  exhibitor  for  the  whole  of  his  picture  gal- 
lery, at  the  loss  of  only  one  third  of  his  expence, 
he  renounced  for  ever,  and  without  a  moment's 
regret,  the  splendid  celebrity,  which  he  saw  it  re- 

♦    Verum  ubi  oves  furto  morbo  pcrierc  capclla.% 
Spem  nientita  scges,  bos  est  enectus  arando 


OfFensiis  damnis 


«  tendit  ad  xnles.  IIokace.   . 

quired 
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iquired  the  revenue  of  a  prince,  and  the  patience 
of  a  martyr,  to  preserve. 

'Tis  a  sad  hectic  constitution  of  mind,  when 
restlessness  meets  imbeciUty :  yet  it  is  to  be  cured, 
if  we  know  how  to  set  about  it :  but  Lord  Lux- 
more  not  having  this  knowledge,  and  not  aware 
that  it  was  to  be  gained,  felt  himself,  when  he  had 
received  the  money  for  his  collection,  as  much  to 
seek  as  ./hen  he  began  collecting. 

What  now  remained  to  be  done  ?  he  was  not 
indeed  in  the  distress  of  the  speculator  who  could 
not  give  up  the  Stock  exchange  '  because  he  was 
too  old  to  walk  Bond-street,'  his  lordship,  had  he 
turned  his  studies  that  way,  might  have  got  air 
and  exercise  and  fame  at  once ;  but,  unfortunately, 
he  was  not  completely  a  baby  of  fashion.  The 
ashes  of  his  mind,  though  at  present  giving  little 
hope  that 

*  Parva  sub  inducta  latuit  scintilla  favilla/ 

yet  declared  that  there  had  been  substance.  But 
with  regard  to  the  offered  resource,  walking  Bond- 
street  having  been  an  early  pastime,  and  his  memory 
retaining  the  sense  of  weariness  which  it  had  super- 
induced, it  did  not  come  recommended  by  any 
novelty.  There  seemed  therefore  but  one  resource, 
unless  he  took  up  with  rational  pursuits,  and  this 
opened  on  him  in  a  morning-lounge  with  a  friend, 
who  was  fitting  up  a  very  fine  library,  and  who 
for  some  unoccupied  shelves  was  in  quest  of  lo??g 
sets,  while  to  accommodate  the  narrower  wants  of 
other  portions  of  wall  and  mahogany,  he  applied 
VOL.  I.  K  the 
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the  test  of  a  twclvr-inch  rule*.  This  friend  being 
a  man  the  '  easiest  possible  to  do  business  with,'  did 
not  weary,  as  do  half  our  acquaintance,  the  patience 
of  shopkeepers,  by  seeing  all,  approving  all,  and 
at  length  declining  all — good  Procrustes  Superlix 
of  Puppyborough  in  Cumberland,  went,  as  he 
said,  in  all  things  by  his  eye.  When  he  had  bought 
a  book,  he  sometimes  stepped  back,  after  having 
quitted  the  shop,  to  refresh  his  memory^vith  the 
title ;  but,  in  general,  he  cared  little  on  that  score. 
Any  trifling  mistake  in  dimensions, — for  the  most 
accurate  will  sometimes  err,- — his  domesticated 
binder  rectified  : — extreme  height  only  made  '  the 
plough  read'  a  little  more  than  it  designed,  and  it 
occurred  only  once,  that  it  took  off  poor  Vashti's 
crown  in  the  graphic  record  of  her  disgrace : — 
thickness  could  be  reduced  by  the  muscular  oper- 
ation of  a  stout  arm  ;  and  if  the  volume  did  not 
exactly  fill  the  space,  he  put  into  it,  as  he  said,  by 
way  of  blank  leaves,  a  few  gazettes,  or  sheets  of 
advertisements,  which  are  always  to  be  had  at  a 
printer's  or  a  publisher's,  and  gave  two  chances  of 
amusement  to  ^  lounger,  w  ho  may,  for  aught  the 
possessor  knows,  have  '  drawn  a  prize'  in  German 
or  Hindoo,  while  waiting  for  his  horse,  his  dinner, 
or  his  wits. — The  pleasure  of  correcting  current 
errors  makes  us  embrace  this  opportunity  of  as- 

*  On  our  honor,  our  page  was  written  before  Dr.  Clarke's 
anecdote  appeared.  He  says,  *  A  Russian  noble.Tian  gave 
an  order  to  his  bookseller,  *  Fit  ine  up  a  handsome  library 
•—little  books  above — great  books  bulow,' — Our  fact  is 
English. 

serting, 
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sorting,  that  it  was  720t  Mr.  Procrustes  Superfix  who 
adopted  wooden  editions  of  '  Standstill's  Travels/ 

*  Lawyer  against  Fees,'  and  '  Block  on  Human  Un- 
derstanding'— it  was  the  Earl  of  T — — - ;  neither 
did  our  friend  ever  report  an  application  made  to 
him  to  subscribe  to  a  translation  of  Plautus  from 

the  original  Greek — it  was  Sir  J -—  M , 

both  the  one  and  the  other  dead  long  ago. 

In  the  superb  libraries  of  the  great  booksellers, 
the  earl  saw  outlets  enough  for  money,  and  inlets 
enough  for  new  play-things.  In  one  shop,  where  his 
friend  went  to  protest  against  the  invoice  of  three 
hundred  pounds'  worth  of  promiscuous  literature 
which  he  had  ordered,  and  which  he  could  not 
keep,  but  at  a  very  large  discount,  he  was  pre* 
sented  with   '  uncorrupted  text'  '  faultless  type' — ^ 

*  immaculate  paper,'  and  '  ink  made  on  the  first 
principles  of  chymistry  : '  in  another  emporium  of 
literature,  disquisitions  of  learning,  science,  and 
taste,  were  thrown  before  him  :  here  he  saw  bind- 
ing, there  gilding,  that  defied  the  manual  excellence 
of  the  continent :  here  were  leaves  marbled  into 
landscape,  there  was  morocco  of  a  color  never  be- 
fore attempted  :  here  was  engraving  whose  exqui- 
site stroke  rivalled  the  work  that  made  the  fortune 
of  an  artist,  and  more  than  atoned— if  indeed,  it 
needed  atonement — for  '  a  little  licence  in  the  out- 
line'—and  if  his  lordship  would  step  this  way, 
he  might  see  a  work  where  the  fidelity  of  the  un- 
shaded outline  was  not  to  be  solicited — >'  Solicited?* 
said  the  earl  to  his  friend — '  Yes,  a  solicit are^  to 
question/  replied  Mr.  Superfix, ;  *  one  of  the  first 

K  %  scholars 
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scholars  of  the  age  has  given  it  in  this  sense' — '  God 
bless  me!'  said  the  earl — for  lie,  poor  man !  was  no 
scholar ;  and  he  mistook  this,  which  was  learning, 
for  pedantr}^  to  which  he  had,  like  most  small 
dealers,  a  decided  aversion,  as  we  have  to  all 
things  that  puzzle  us. 

*  Have  you  got,'  said  his  lordship,  *  a  very 
good  road-book?' — '  I  have  lost  mine.' 

*  Here  is  one,  my  lord,  that  has  been  bound  ex- 
pressly for  Sir  Superfine  Tawdry — we  can  get 
another  done  for  hiin,  if  your  lordship  approves 
this.' 

'  But  what's  the  use  of  this  fine  cover,  and  tlicse 
silver  clasps,  and  all  these  ornaments?' 

*  It  is  Sir  Superfine's  taste,  my  lord. 

*  I  cannot  say  I  admire  it :  I  should  think  the 
sooner  one  could  get  at  the  inside  of  such  a  book, 
the  more  convenient  it  would  be.' 

*  Different  tastes  !  my  lord.' 

'  \ycVl,  if  you  please,  I  will  have  one  bound 
strong  and  plain,  and  easy  to  get  at. 


CHAP, 


THE    COUNTESS    AND    GERTRUDE.         133 


CHAPTER  IX. 


A  happy  expedient.    A  diplomatic  appointment.     A   disappoint- 

?nent.  The  *  poor  devil'  of  use.   Sketch  of  poor  devil.  A  letter. 

The  anawcr,     A  visit  at  dinner-time  and  nobody  in  a  bustle. 

A  brave  boy.     An  authentic  glwst-story.      The  *  poor  devil' 

obstinate.      The  pleasures  of  children  enviablt.     Thoughts  on 

education.     The  '  poor  devil*  rather  prosy.    Mr. ,  the 

philanthropist's,  colts  of  thirty.  More  prosing.  A  reproof 
xvell  taken.  A  profligate  mother.  The  progress  of  ruin. 
Moderate  vieics  of  a  father. 


to> 


A  FEW  mornings  spent  in  this  sort  of  lounging, 
convinced  his  lordship,  that  to  the  patronage  of 
the  various  excellence  submitted  to  his  considera- 
tion, a  fortune  much  larger  than  that  which  his  lady 
had  brought  him,  would  hardly  atlbrd  the  means.  '  I 
can  give  up,  '  thought  he,'  perhaps  better  before 
I  engage,  than  after  1  am  engaged.  Self-denial 
I  see  is  necessary ;  O  ]\iary  !  thy  example ! — I  ca?i 
give  up.' 

His  lordship  would  have  returned  home  very 
sad,  had  there  not  resulted  from  the  prismatic 
whirl  of  these  optic  exhibitions  of  the  morning, 
an  idea,  that  tiiough  he  could  not  well  found  a 
library,  such  as  these  great  literature-merchants 
would  allow  him  to  be  content  with,  yet  that,  as 
a  dernier  resort,  general  reading  would  be  a  good 
plan  :  he  therefore  ordered  at  the  fashionable  circu- 
lating library,  an  increase  of  newspapers,  and  all  the- 

monthly, 
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nionthly,  quarterly,  and  annual  publications  to  be 
regularly  sent  in,  together,  as  he  exprest  himself, 
with   '  every  thing  worth  reading  in  a  light  way,' 
as  it  came  out.     But  having  thus  enrolled  himself 
as  a  Meca?nas,  though  in  a  subordinate  class,  he 
found  it  not  easy  to  keep  out  of  the  higher,    and 
was  daily  induced,  by  means  not  at  all  unfair,  to 
put  down  his  name,   not  indeed  to  the  works  he 
had  specifically  rejected,  but  in  the  various  lists  of 
subscribers  to  splendid  publications,  which  he  was 
told  would  rise  in  vakie,  so  as  to  become  an  im- 
mense addition  to  his  property.     If  these  '  extra- 
elephant  folios'  had  not  always  the  most  erudite 
compilers,  he  had  a  new  and  very  great  pleasure 
in  exhibiting  to  his  morning-visitors,  and  his  dining- 
friends  while  waiting  the  pleasure  of  his  cook,  the 
habits  of   foreign  nations,    and  the  wonders  of 
foreign  soils,  the  excavations  of  EUora,  the  land- 
scapes, physiognomy,   and  animals  of  the  Cape, 
the  most  adaptable  shapes  for  horse-shoes,  and  the 
firmest  construction  for  light-houses.     All  these, 
and  fifty  other  species  of  knowledge,  equally  re- 
commended by  their  disjointed  independence  of 
each  other,  opened  new  vistas  of  gratification; 
^.nd  a  rapid  succession  of  them  was  necessary  to 
dazzle  him,    and   hide  from  him  the  conviction 
which  would  have  forced  its  way,  that  the  human 
intellect,   refusing  to  be  fed  before  it  is  hungry,, 
profits  not  half  so  much  by  the  system  of  repletion, 
as  by  q.  slender  supply  of  aliment  loudly  demanded 
by  the  impetuous  sense  of  want,    and  a  strong 
power  of  digesting.     But  happily,  when  once  his 

lordship's 


THE  COUNTESS  AND  GERTRUDE.  \35 

lordship's  new  taste  for  novelty  of  this  kind  was 
known,  it  wanted  not  its  batterers  and  abettors  ; 
and,  with  the  aid  of  conversation,  wliiclj  iias  been 
characterised  by  the  best  authority,  as  '  making  a 
ready  man,'  he  began  to  feel  sucti  rapid  improve- 
ment in  his  faculties,  as  to  be  easily  persuaded  he 
was  not  destitute  of  talents  for  business.  Tis  true, 
a  snarling  critic  had  ventured  to  reply  to  an  ob- 
servation very  favorable  with  regard  to  the  earl's 
abilities,  that,  '  in  a  desert,  there  was  room  for  any 
thing  to  grow,  if  there  were  but  soil  to  nourish  it ;' 
but  this  reached  not  his  lordship's  ear :  it  was  a 
splenetic  expression  ;  and  either  the  good -nature 
of  him  who  heard  it,  or  the  fear  of  nipping  in  the 
bud  the  germ  of  genius,  suppressed  it. 

The  idea  of  public  business  once  received  into 
his  mind,  was  not  dormant :  it  was  clivul^ed 
amongst  his  friends,  and  received  no  check.  A 
short  speech  in  the  house  on  a  popular  question,, 
and  an  introduction  at  the  minister  s  levee,  dubbed 
him  a  politician.  In  the  next  re-adjustment  of 
the  treasury-balance,  he  got  a  ripieno  appointment, 
and  was  soon  asked  to  accept  a  diplomatic  situation, 
not  indeed  of  much  responsibility,  but  oi  parade 
and  splendor,  and  which  he  was  disposed  to  look 
on  as  the  ^  ne  plus  ultra  of  fortune's  power  to 
serve  him. 

Much  bustle  and  business  preceded  the  enterincy 
on  this  new  situation.  At  length  the  day  of  de- 
parture was  fixed;  and  he  notified  it  to  the  coun- 
tess, together  with  the  arrangements  he  had  made 
for  her  supply  of  cash,  with  about  as  much  Ibr- 

mality 
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inality  on  his  part,  and  interest  on  her's,  as  if  he  had 
told  his  groom  he  should  ride  out,  and  would  have 
his  horse  fed.  Lady  Luxmore  asked,  indeed, 
what  was  to  be  done  witii  Portargis,  now  near  five 
years  old;  but  his  lordsliip  only  bade  her  trouble 
her  head  about  her  own  business,  and  sat  down  to 
M-rite  a  letter  to  Mr.  Aubrey,  who,  with  his 
^ife,  had  recently  spent  a  week  with  tlie  earl  and 
countess. 

He  informed  Mr.  Aubrey  of  the  necessity  of  his 
quitting  England,  in  a  diplomatic  capacity,  which 
might  occupy  him  for  a  year,  or  for  years,  and  re- 
quested him  to  admit  the  young  viscount  under  his 
roof  for  the  time  of  his  absence.  A  reply  came 
from  the  hand  of  Mrs.  Aubrey,  who,  by  her  hus- 
band's direction,  pleaded  the  infirm  state  of  his 
health  as  an  obstacle  to  his  doing  what  otherwise 
would  have  given  him  a  most  welcome  opportu- 
nity of  shewing  his  respect  and  attachment. 

Defeated  in  this  plan  of  disposing  of  his  son, 
he  had  to  devise  another. 

His  lordship  had  sometimes  thought,  and  for 
him,  very  seriously  thought,  of  the  manner  in 
which  he  should  bring  up  his  son  with  the  most 
satisfaction  to  his  parental  pride.  On  some  points 
he  could  decide :  the  army  should  be  his  profes- 
sion :  the  world  his  book :  he  wished  him  just 
to  know  enough  to  pass  decently  in  the  society  he 
would  be  thrown  into ;  and  to  fence,  dance,  and 
ride  well,  and  speak  French  elegantly,  he  thought 
it  a  matter  of  conscience  to  make  of  the  first  im- 
portance, as  he  saw  daily,  and  in  some  measure, 

ielt 
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felt  in  his  own  person,  their  powers  of  conducing 
to  a  man's  success  in  the  world.     Any  tendency 
towards  abstract  learning  ;  any  wish  for  that  ^T'hich 
makes  a  man  equally  fit  for  public  or  private  life, 
and  equally  content  with  fame  and  obscurity,  Lord 
Luxmore  would  have  regarded  as  little  less  a  ble- 
mish than  a  club-foot  or  the  loss  of  an  eye :  he  was 
prepared,  indeed,  ^■^■ith  a  iew  of  tiiose  expressions 
which  move  by  inuendo,  in  case  such  unfortmiate 
tastes  appeared  ;  but  he  Mattered  himself,  as  he  did 
in  thinking  of  the  gout,  that  as  it,  never  in  the  me- 
mory of  man,  had  shewn  itself  in  his  family,  it  w^as 
not  likely  to  break  out  in  Portargis.     In  morals, 
he  meant  to  preserve  nearly  the  same  mediocrity : 
he  did  not  wish  his   son  to  be  flagrantly  wicked, 
and  therefore   he  wished  some  care  to  be  taken 
oi  his  early  years ;  but  he  certainly  did  not  desire 
to  bring  him  up  to  boast  virtues  to  the  reproach  of 
his  father :  he  cared  not,  as  he  said  to  his  friends, 
'  if  he  had  a  little  of  the  devil  in  him  ;'  *  he  would 
rather  have  him  a  Pickle ;'  '  boys  were  good  for 
nothing  without  mischief/     As  to  any  thing  else, 
that  would  come  of  itself;  and  he  Avould  not  have 
him  made  an  old  woman  before  he  was  a  young 
man.     On  the   subjects  of  temper   and  general 
disposition,  he  thought  it  always  best  to  be  silent 
till  '  the  age  of  reason :'  how  could  children  un- 
derstand  correction?  and  he  was  sure  all  he  wan- 
ted would  be  effected  by  a  public  school.     It  wa* 
his  design  to  send  him,  at  a  proper  age,  to  Eton, 
furnished   abundantly,  which  he  thought  a  thing 
never  to    be  neglected,  with  money :    he    would 
there  make    good    connections :    he  then    meant 

to 
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to  have  him  abroad  for  a  short  time,  before 
he  launched  him  in  the  dragoons,  for  which  the 
miHtary  academy  would  prepare  him. 

In  all  Lord  Luxmore's  deliberations  respecting 
his  son,  to  keep  him  out  of  the  reach  of  his  mother, 
was  a  principal  care :  he  could  have  wished  him 
to  remain  ignorant  that  he  ever  had  a  mother ;  but 
as  this  could  not  be  eftected,  his  next  care  was  to 
find  some  one  with  whom  to  deposit  him,  and 
over  whom  she  could  have  no  influence.  Having 
no  second  resource,  he  addressed  a  letter  to  that 
reverend    cousin  of  his  in  -shire,    who,  if 

ever  he  did  think  of  him,  came  to  his  recollection 
by  the  style  and  title  bestowed  on  him  in  the  early 
frolic  of  youth,  of  '  the  poor  devil' 

This  *  poor  devil'  was  the  reverend  Basil  Sy- 
denham, the  only  son  of  his  lordship's  fathers 
only  brother,  which  brother  had  married  very  early, 
very  imprudently,  and  with  the  hope  that  the  then 
earl  would  die  unmarried.  The  clergyman  was 
therefore  about  ten  years  older  than  his  titled 
kinsman,  and  was,  at  one  time,  presumptive  heir  to 
the  family-honors.  On  the  occurrence  of  that 
event  which  decided  the  matter  against  his  interests, 
the  father  of  Mr.  Sydenham  had  acted,  for  the  first 
time,  wisely :  he  had  procured  for  his  son  admis- 
sion on  the  foundation  of  a  public  school,  where 
he  had  been  inured  to  discipline  ;  from  thence  he 
had  been  sent,  with  high  credit,  to  the  university ; 
had  been  afterwards  engaged  as  tutor  to  a  young 
man  of  rank,  with  whom  he  had  travelled,  and 
who  had  requited  his  services  by  a  living,  on  which 

with 
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^vith  oeconomy,  he  could  subsist :  he  had  married  a 
deserving  young  woman  ;  and  his  life  would  have 
passed  hitherto  unmarked  by  misfortune,  had  he 
not  lost  his  wife  soon  after  the  birth  of  his  son. 
This  son,  now  nearly  ten  years  old,  was  the  object 
of  his  rational  solicitude  :  he  knew  he  had  it  not 
in  his  power  to  provide  for  him,  otherwise  than  by 
his  own  industry;  but  he  was  resolved  to  keep 
him  independent  of  the  head  of  the  family,  the 
means  to  which  he  conceived  to  be  the  exertion  of 
his  utmost  attention  in  educating  him  himself,  and 
such  strict  ceconomy,  as  should,  when  he  had  fitted 
him  for  the  university,  enable  him  to  maintain  him 
there,  till  he  might  be  provided  for  by  his  college. 
This  was  his  scheme,  and  from  it  he  had  never 
deviated.  lie  gave  up  all  his  leisure,  from  the 
moment  when  his  child  was  capable  of  instruction, 
to  teaching  him  whatever  he  thought  would  con- 
duce to  form  his  character,  improve  his  intellects, 
and  render  him  useful  to  himself.  Having  pro- 
ceeded on  his  own  plan  seven  years,  he  took,  out 
of  a  number  of  pupils  which  his  high  estima- 
tion excited  his  friends  to  urge  on  him,  three,  only 
two  of  whom  were  superior  to  his  boy  in  their 
progress.  The  attainments  of  the  elder  ones,  Mr. 
Sydenham  intended  should  call  out  emulation; 
and  the  inferiority  of  tlie  third  he  made  use  of  as 
the  test  of  his  son's  attention  to  his  lessons.  The 
two  elder  worked  together  in  the  presence  of 
young  Basil,  and  being  v.  ell  chosen,  led  him  on  to 
follow  them  ;  by  the  test  of  teaching  himself  the 
lesson  he  had  just  learnt,  he  knew  what  progress 
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he  was  making;  and  what  he  had  required  in  the 
day  was  doubly  impressed  on  his  memory. 

In  his  yearly  visit  to  the  iiictropoHs  and  liis  fa- 
mily, Mr.  Sydenham  never  omitted  leaving  his 
address  at  liis  noble  cousin's ;  but  as  this  was  not 
honored  with  any  notice,  the  world  could  not  have 
tempted  him  to  do  more.  Tlye  earl  and  the  par- 
son therefore  knew  so  little  of  each  other,  that  a 
frank  with  the  corner- fringe  of  ^  Lux  more'  sur- 
prised and  almost  alarmed  him.  .  The  contents 
were  soon  digested.     The  style  ran  tlius  : 

'  i\Iy  dear  Sir, 

His  IMajcsty  having  done  me 
the  honor  to  appoint  me  to  a  diplomatic  situation, 
which  may  keep  me  out  of  this  country  some  years, 
I  wish  to  know  by  return  of  post,  whether  it  would 
be  inconvenient  to  you  to  take  my  son  into  your 
house  for  the  purpose  of  your  superintending  his 
education  till  he  is  of  a  proper  age  to  go  to  Eton. 
If  you  can  make  it  suit  you,  I  shall  expect  you  in 
town  directly,  when  you  shall  hear  further  parti- 
culars from 

Your's  very  much 

LUXMORE.* 

The  answer  took  no  more  lime  in  the  composi- 
tion than  the  right  honorable  penmanship  did  in 
decyphering.     It  was  only 

*  My  Lord, 

As  the  plan  your  lordship  does 
me  the  honor  to  propose  to  me,  would  not  consist 

with 
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with  my  modes  of  life  or  present  occupation,  I 
must  beg  to  decline  it ;  but  am,  my  lord,  very 
respectfully, 

Your  lordship's  obedient  servant, 

Basil  Sydenham.' 

A  second  rejection  was  a  grievous  disappoint- 
ment; it  had  not  entered  into  Lord  Luxniore's 
calculations  :  he  had  foreseen  no  difficulty  but  that 
"which  money  might  remove,  and  he  was  not  pre- 
pared for  so  peremptory  a  refusal.  Still,  however, 
Jie  held  firm  to  his  purpose ;  and  as  the  shortest 
method  of  doing  business  is  to  do  it  ourselves,  he 
the  next  morning  set  off  for  Mr.  Sydenham's  living, 
and  reached  the  humble  vicarage-house  just  as  the 
family,  after  a  few  words  of  thankful  supplication 
to  Him  who  gives  us  all,  we  e  seated  at  dinner. 

It  was  so  long  since  the  Peer  and  the  Divine 
had  met;  even  on  the  pavement  of  London,  that 
they  scarcely  kncAV  each  other  ;  and  had  they  been 
of  equal  rank,  some  ceremony  must  have  prece- 
ded their  interview ;  but  his  lordship  having,  from 
his  carriage,  obtained  a  bird's-eye  view  of  the 
room  and  the  business  going  forward,  had  made 
his  way  to  the  circle  before  the  Clodpole  yclept  a 
footman,  had  done  staring  at  them  there  two  fun- 
ny  black  men  whom  he  had  perceived  standing  on 
each  side  the  picture  on  the  chay-door^  as  his  lord- 
ship's own  man,  ^  who  always  rode  with  him,' 
bounced  it  to  with  an  air  of  irresistible  autho- 
rity. 

*  L*o  not  let  me  disturb  you,  Sydenham,'  said 

the 
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the  earl,  good  hunioredly.  *  Let  me  have  a  chair* 
and  a  plate,  and  a  slice  of  your  nice  pork;  and 
we  will  then  talk  of  the  husiness  I  came  upon.' 

Mr.  Sydenham,  in  all  that  perfect  composure 
which  results  from  a  man's  knowing  his  proper 
station,  and  respecting  himself  as  well  as  his  su- 
periors, apologised  for  bringing  his  lordship  to  a 
homely  meal,  and  at  an  unseasonable  hour.  Lord 
Luxmore  soon  made  every  one  easy  by  seen)ing 
pleased;  and  byahttle  well-directed  and  well- varied 
attention  to  the  young  people,  by  shewing  curiosity, 
and  expressing  interest  with  regard  to  their  pur- 
suits, he  made  his  intrusion  a  circumstance  agree* 
able  to  all.  The  refusal  he  had  met  with,  and 
which  it  was  his  errand  to  get  rescinded,  rendered 
him  more  than  a  little  solicitous  to  recommend 
himself  to  his  youn^  relation.  lie  stroked  his 
curled  head  as  he  sat  next  him ;  and  on  his  re- 
treating from  that  which  the  natural  growth  of  his 
hair  made  not  very  pleasant  to  his  feelings,  he 
asked  him  if  he  was  afraid,  '  Tell  me  the  truth, 
Basil :  I  suppose,  Sydenham,  he  has  our  family 
name  :  were  you  not  frightened  when  you  saw  me 
come  in? 

*  Frightened  ?  No ;  what  was  there  to  frighten 
me,  Sir?' 

*  O  !  nothing :  but  young  people  in  the  country 
are  apt  to  be  afraid  of  strangers.' 

'  But  my  father  says,  Sir,  we,  in  the  country, 
ought  to  be  very  kind  to  strangers  ;  and  how  can 
we  be  kind,  if  we  are  afraid  ?  I  never  can  do  any 
thing  well,  if  I  am  afraid.     Do  you  see  tt.at  bar 

there  ? 
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there?  the  first  time  my  father  bid  me  clear  it,  I 
am  sure  1  could  have  done  it,  if  I  had  not  said  to 
myself,  I  do  not  think  I  can ;  but  the  next  time, 
I  said  nothing  about  it,  and  I  am  certain  I  went 
four  inches  iiigher  than  the  bar.' 

'  Then  you  are  determined  never  again  to  be 
afraid.' 

'  Not  I.' 

'  Never,'  interposed  Mr.  Sydenham,  while  you 
do  right ;  the  first  moment  of  guilt  ought  to  be  the 
first  moment  of  fear  ;  in  short,  there  is  nothing, 
your  lordship  will  agree  with  me,  to  fear  where 
there  is  no  ^uilt.' 

*  Indeed,  father,  I  always  strive  to  think  so,'  re- 
plied Basil ;  ^  for,  I  know  that  at  worst  we  can  but 
be  killed ;  and  last  winter,  when  there  was  all  that 
terrible  piece  of  work  about  Henry,  though  I  really 
did  believe  there  were  people  got  into  the  house  to 
rob  us,  and  perhaps  murder  us,  as  they  did  at  Far- 
mer Sandford's,  I  went  to  sleep  very  quietly  ;  for 
I  knew  they  could  but  kill  us,  and  I  could  not 
prevent  it :  I  hoped,  indeed,  I  might  wake  in  time 
if  they  made  any  noise,  and  then  I  determined  to 
come  to  your  bed-side  and  call  you.' 

*  And  what,'  said  Lord  Lux  more,  '  was  the  ter- 
rible piece  of  work  about  Henry?  May  I  not 
hear  it?' 

'  Why  Henry  was  out,  and  Henry  was  at 
home,  both  at  once,  and  frightened  Betty  into  fits  ; 
and  they  said  it  was  his  ghost.' 

There  was  too  much  vehemence,  and  too  little 
method  in  the  outset  of  this  detail,  to  promise 

much 
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much  perspicuity.  Mr.  Sydenham,  thercfore,  tak- 
ing up  tiie  conversation  for  his  son,  observed  to 
Lord  Luxmore,  that  tlie  occurrence  alluded  to, 
was  one  of  the  many  that  serve  to  prove  the 
cheats  put  on  the  superstitious.  *  Tlie  fact,  said 
he,  *  was  simply  this  :  one  evening  last  winter,  I 
was  very  nuich  concerned  at  being  told  by  the 
servant  who  superintends  my  family,  that  a  young 
girl,  a  house-maid,  had  been  terrified  into  fits  by 
the  man-servant.  On  enquiry,  I  found,  that  in 
coming  out  of  one  of  the  rooms,  she  had  seen  the 
man,  who,  I  must  confess,  was  of  a  figure  and 
countenance  enough  to  appall  a  weak  mind,  when 
imperfectly  seen,  go  up  the  stairs  in  a  very  unu- 
sual manner ;  as  he  passed  her,  he  had  grinned 
horribly ;  but  I  do  not  know  that  the  girl  would 
have  taken  fright,  had  she  not,  on  mentioning  the 
circumstance  of  his  having  made  her  start,  been 
told  that  it  was  impossible,  as  he  was  not  at  the 
time  in  the  house.  She  was  then  fully  convinced 
it  was  his  sha^otv,  as  she  called  it,  that  she  had 
seen ;  and  the  conviction  completely  overcame  her, 
I  was  appealed  to  in  the  case,  but  she  was  inca- 
ble  of  hearing  reason,  and  knowing  that  I  really 
had  sent  the  man  out  on  an  errand,  I  could  only 
imagine  some  one  had  got  into  the  house,  whom 
she  had  mistaken  for  him :  we  searched,  but  to 
no  purpose ;  and  in  about  an  hour  the  man  eame 
home,  and  enquired  the  cause  of  the  uneasiness, 
which,  with  a  due  regard  to  the  laws  of  ghost-de- 
licac}^  his  fellow-servants  seemed  very  unwilling 
to  reveal.  My  boys  were  told  by  the  women  that 
2  ,,  Henry 
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Henry  could  not  possibly  live  above  a  month,  as 
his  shadow  had  been  seen  to  pass;  and  I  had  'a 
good  opportunity  of  combating  the  supernatural 
dread  such  communications  were  likely  to  awaken  : 
I  let  them  hear  all  that  was  to  be  said;  nay,  I 
courted  for  them  all  the  additions  that  credulity 
and  lying  legends  could  make  to  this  suspended 
fact.  In  the  mean  time,  I  took  no  pains  to  dis- 
cover any  cheat.  I  only  bid  them  wait  the  event. 
On  the  day  month  after  this  disturbance,  Henry, 
who  had  always  been  sickly,  was  obliged  to  leave 
me  to  go  into  a  London  hospital,  and  we  heard 
then  no  more  of  him.  In  the  early  part  of  the 
summer,  one  of  my  lads  met  him  in  the  street, 
recovered,  and  looking  in  health.  Knowing  the 
interest  I  felt  for  him  as  a  good  servant  incapa- 
citated by  illness,  he  asked  him  why  he  did  not 
come  down  at  least  to  see  us,  if  not  to  return  'to 
his  service.  He  replied,  '  1  dare  not.  Sir,  my 
master  would  commit  me  to  prison  about  Betty.' 
This  was  all  he  would  say  when  he  found  the 
young  man  not  yet  informed  of  the  circumstance  : 
and  I  should  have  regretted  his  silence,  had  I 
parted  with  any  servant  after  his  departure,  but  I 
trusted  there  must  have  been  some  plot  that  re- 
quired more  heads  than  one,  and  I  waited  only 
for  some  disagreement  that  required  my  interfer- 
ence :  one  soon  occurred  between  the  gardener 
and  the  cook  ;  and  when  I  was  advising  peace,  and 
adverting  to  the  recent  distress  occasioned  by  the 
strange  story  of  Henry,  each  of  them,  anxious  to 
oppress  the  adversary,  at  the  same  moment  dis- 
^OL.  I.  L  closed 
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closed  the  fact,  that  he  had  been  let  in  privately, 
after  I  had  sent  him  out,  on  purpose  to  frighten 
the  poor  girl.  It  was  a  reason  with  me  for  dis- 
missing both  of  them;  and  I  believe  it  was^  the 
destruction  of  many  ghosts  in  the  neighborhood.' 

"When  the  young  ones  were  withdrawn  for  their 
hour  of  play.  Lord  Luxmore  entered  on  his  pur- 
pose; but  he  found  Mr.  Sydenham  inflexibly  re- 
solved: he  urged  the  impropriety  of  his  having 
cliarge  of  the  one  person,  who  alone,  after  his 
lordship,  stood  between  his  family  and  the  earl- 
dom ;  he  should  risque  his  lordship's  favor  for  ever, 
were  he  to  use,  with  his  heir,  the  measures  he  must 
be  allowed  to  use  with  all  who  ^^  ere  committed  to 
his  trust :  he  took  his  pupils  only  for  the  sake  of 
his  boy :  he  did  not  wish  to  enlarge  his  nuujber, 
and  he  had  neitiier  at  present  or  in  prospect,  a 
vacancy. 

The  opposition  of  the  one  party,  only  confirmed 
the  other  in  his  perseverance  ;  and  Lord  Luxmore, 
convinced  that  his  wife's  influence  could  do  no- 
thing against  .^uch  discipline  as  he  supposed  Mr. 
Sydenham's,  was  resolved,  at  any  rate,  to  pur- 
chase this  friend  for  the  young  viscount.  He 
offered  extravagant  emolument ;  he  promised  to 
relieve  Mr.  Sydenham  from  all  anxiety  about  Ba- 
sil, by  securing  for  him  the  first  good  reversion, 
that  came  within  his  orbit  of  ministerial  power. 
It  was  to  no  purpose  : — ^^and  he  was,  in  more  jus- 
tifiable uneasiness  of  mind  than  he  was  in  the  ha- 
bit of  feeling,  about  to  accept    Mr.   Sydenham's 

offer 
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offer  of  a  bed  for  that  night,  without  having 
any  farther  profited  by  his  journey  than  to 
regret  honestly  that  his  cousin  had  not  been  the 
director  of  his  youth,  and  the  example  of  his  ma- 
turer  years,  when  shaking  hands  cordially  with 
the  independent,  but  yet  humble  and  respectful 
vicar,  he  said,  with  a  glistening  eye,  '  Sydenham, 
if  my  boy  is  ruined,  you  must  answer  for  it:  I 
have  no  resource  now :  I  did  not  think  to  have 
been  refused.*  *  Indeed?'  said  Mr.  Sydenham, 
starting  back:  '  well,  give  me  till  the  morning  to 
consider  of  it,  my  lord  :  God  forbid  I  should  re- 
fuse my  assistance  when  it  is  ideally  wished  for;  if 
1  can  arrange  the  matter,  I  will  yield.'  The  earl 
felt  and  expressed  himself  grateful;  and  the  re- 
lations parted  with  improved  sentiments  of  each 
■other. 

Lord  Luxmore  rose  early,  and  in  the  enjoyment 
of  a  species  and  degree  of  chearfulness  new  to  his 
feelings.  It  was  an  early  spring,  and  he  was 
pleased  while  dressing,  to  see  from  his  window, 
i\Ir.  Sydenham  sharing  the  sports  of  his  pupils, 
and  as  much  occupied  in  promoting  their  plea- 
sure as  in  directing  their  studies.  There  is  no- 
thing  that  astonishes  and  captivates  the  minds  of 
the  half-virtuous  and  the  half-wise,  so  much  as  any 
proof  that  the  good  and  the  learned  can  act  in  a 
common  way  * :  it  is  a  surprise,  and  a  cordial  to 

our 

*  And  often  in  the  case  of  those  who  arc  neithci    good   or 

learned,  but  \vho  fiave  pursuits  not  quite  of  the  lo-.vcst  order, 
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our  vanity  to  see  our  superiors  resemble  us,  even  if 
it  be  but  for  half  an  hour  of  the  four  and  twenty. 
His  lordship  joined  the  groupe,  just  as  Basil,  by 
the  instruction  of  his  father,  had  improved  his 
manual  dexterity  in  his  play  : — his  exultation 
was  great,  and  his  father's  encouragement  that  of 
a  man  who  knew  how  to  excite  emulation  without 
calling  out  vanity. 

A  sigh  escaped  the  earl,  in  considering  how 
much  more  easy  it  is  to  amuse  simple  than  sophis- 
ticated minds:  he  had  never,  in  his  recollection, 
been  as  happy  as  this  boy;  and  a  feeling  of  na- 
tural benevolence  made  him  almost  dread  to  en- 
quire whether  his  son  might  hope  for  admission  to 
a  share  in  the  pure  delight  of  this  little  commu- 
nity. 

Mr.  Sydenham  having  performed  his  promise  of 
considering  the  proposal,  was  too  polite  to  make 
his  relation  wait,  or  to  need  another  question. 
He  began  the  subject;  and  the  anxious  parent 
felt  relieved  when  his  reply  was,  that  *  on  his  ozvn 
conditions  he  would  undertake  the  great  charge 
of  the  infant- viscount.  Lord  Luxmore  flattered 
himself  that  more  could  not  be  required  than  he 
had  ability  to  accede  to,  and  therefore  promised 
unreservedly. 

'  I  have,'  said  Mr.  Sydenham,  *  my  own  idea* 

the  same  sort  of  wonder  is  excited.  *  I  never  was  j>o  asto- 
nished,' said  iMrs.  Staroabout,  *  as  when  I  saw  ]\liss  Boast* 
less  at  needle- work  !'  *  \Vhy  were  you  astonislied  ?'  *  Be- 
cause 1  thought  she  understood  Latin  and  Greeks*  *  Well  \ 
aud  what  then  ?'—'  O  !  that's  all.' 

on 
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on  the  subject  of  education;  and  I  cannot  but 
think  it  a  matter  which  requires,  in  the  course  of 
this  world's  progress,  frequent  revision,  and  much 
accommodation  to  tlie  spirit  of  the  tin:ies.  I  know, 
on  the  contrary,  that  many,  much  wiser  and  far 
more  learned  than  myself,  are  now  contending  for 
an  unqualified  resort  to  ancient  usage,  whilst  others 
are  going  inhnitely  beyond  me,  and  making  one 
of  the  most  important  exertions  of  the  human 
powers,  depend  on  the  fashion  of  the  day.  En- 
deavoring to  steer  between  these  extremes,  you 
will  conclude,  perhaps,  that  I  am  conceited  and 
obstinate :  I  hope  not  so ;  for  I  have  availed  my- 
self of  the  better  information  and  longer  experience 
of  many ;  and  I  am  still  ready  to  adopt  whatever 
my  judgment  can  admit  to  be  an  improvement ;  but 
it  is  my  duty  to  act  up  to  m^  own  ideas,  and  there- 
fore I  take  no  pupil  over  whom  I  am  not  allowed 
that  perfect  control  which  subjects  him  to  all  my 
despotism.' 

*  You  have  carte  hlanclic^  my  friend.' 

*  Your  lordship  does  me  honor;  but,  before  you 
give  me  this  implicit  credit,  I  would  have  you 
know  to  what  you  subscribe.  I  think  I  may  say 
my  endeavors  in  morals  are  simply  these.  To  fix 
the  principles.  To  subjugate  the  passions.  To 
liberate  the  judgment ;  every  particle  of  which 
endeavors  must  have  their  foundation  laid  in  the 
simple  precepts  of  religion,  pure  and  mild  as  it 
comes  from  its  source.  The  manners  shall  not  be 
neglected ;  and  of  the  Greek  and  Latin,  and  the 
accomplishments  tit  for  his  exalted  rank,  1  will 

take 
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take  due  care,  if  your  lordship's  absence  from  Eng- 
land extends  to  the  time  of  life  when  the  polish  of 
my  handywork  is  called  for.  If  I  take  your  son, 
to  fit  him  for  Eton,  I  fear  I  shall  interest  myself 
too  deeply  in  his  welfare  to  resign  him  tacitly  to 
his  fate  there.' 

*  Understand  me,  Sydenham.  You  would  dou- 
ble the  obligation  by  promising  to  be  his  guardian 
during  my  absence.' 

'  If  we  agree,  my  lord,  on  the  first  question, 
you  may  rely  on  it.  A  few  hours  in  a  day,  with 
the  industry  I  shall  endeavor  to  make  him  exert, 
will  fit  him  for  the  routine  of  a  public  school; 
but  the  more  anxious  part  of  the  charge  is  not 
divided  into  times  and  seasons  :  —it  is  a  care  I  car- 
ry to  my  pillow :  a  care  that  will  not  always  sleep 
with  me,  there ;  a  care  that  rises  with  me  and  ad- 
heres to  every  moment  of  my  existence  : — mine  is 
a  situation  of  awful  responsibility.' 

*  No  man  can  be  fitter  for  it ;  few  so  fit.' 

'  We  hear  at  this  time,'  resumed  Mr.  Syden- 
ham, *  a  great  deal  of  what  appears  to  me  absur- 
dity, on  the  danger  of  breaking  the  spirit  of  chil- 
dren. No  one  can  be  less  a  friend  than  I  am,  J 
hope,  to  oppression  of  any  kind;  but  this  fear  of 
breaking  the  spirit,  seems  to  me  very  nearly  allied 
in  rationality  to  such  a  fear  as  should  restrain  a 
man  from  training  a  colt  for  the  service  to  Avhich 
his  Maker  and  man's  necessities  destine  him. 
Happening  to  visit,  many  years  ago,  with  my  fa- 
ther, and  when  I  was  very  young,  the  park  of  that 
crazy  philanthropist,  who  thought  it  a  breach  of 

the 
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the  civil  compact  between  the  rational  and  brute 
creation,  to  do  ought  beyond  the  fiat  of  Nature,  I 
Avas,  even  then  struck,  with  his  folly  ;  but  since  that 
tinie,  his  unbacked  colts,  thirty  years  old,  have  not 
appeared  to  ine  at  all  more  preposterous  in  their 
savage  freedom,  than  many  men  of  what  is  called 
fiYst  reference  in  the  world  of  fashion,  and  who 
consider  the  indulgence  better  than  the  control  of 
every  wayward  passion/ 

Lord  Luxmore  stroked  his  face,  gave  his  watch- 
key  three  turns,  and  changed  the  bearings  of  his 
legs.  Mr.  Sydenham,  warm  in  his  subject,  pro- 
ceeded  :  ^  My  colts,  how^ever,  shall  never  undergo 
from  me  any  severe  manege,  I  am  no  friend  to 
placing  a  head  between  two  pillars,  and  lashing  a 
carcase,  to  try  how  far  a  pair  of  heels  can  kick  out ; 
but  I  have  a  horror  of  suffering  a  fine  generous 
spirited  animal,  by  my  negligence,  to  go  half  a  mile 
out  of  his  way,  and  then  with  a  military  bit  and  a 
pair  of  spurs,  even  of  gold  spurs,  forcing  him  back 
into  it.  I  would  never  wish  to  be  acquainted  with 
a  child's  natural  faults,  if  I  can  smother  them  with- 
eut  seeing  them.  My  aim  in  mental  cultivation  is 
to  get  a  quantity  of  good  seed  into  the  soil,  before 
the  weeds  dare  shew  their  heads ;  and  then  I  may 
hope  by  mowing  and  hoeing,  and  all  the  usual  and 
unusual  diligence  of  agriculture,  which  I  w  ill  never 
spare,  to  thin  them^  or  at  least  to  prevent  their 
seeding.  As  to  the  patient  forbearance  of  w  aiting 
to  see  what  is  the  first  eftbrt  a  boy  will  make  to  be 
fi  knfive,  I  cannot  discover  its  merit  or  its  utility : 

it 
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it  is  waiting  the  growth  of  a  giant,  without  posses- 
sing the  dexterity  of  David.* 
.  '  You  are  perfectly  at  liberty,  my  dear  Sir/ 
said  his  lordship,  who  began  to  look  as  if  he 
thought  his  cousin  a  little  prosingy  *  to  adopt  what 
methods  you  please  in  your  guardianship  of  my 
boy.  1  do  not  wish  to  trouble  you  for  an  expla- 
nation.' 

'  I  M'ill  then  say  but  one  word  more,  my  lord, 
and  that  perhaps  respects  too  much  your  lordship  : 
my  experience,  and  I  may  add,  my  success,  have 
hitherto  been  in  my  favor ;  but  then  I  must  own, 
the  subjects  of  my  care  have  been  uncommonly 
suited,  both  in  their  own  characters  and  their  con- 
ii^xions,  to  my  wishes.  I  think  I  will  venture  to 
promise  my  plan  shall  succeed,  if  your  son  is  a 
tolerably  well-disposed  boy,  provided  that  I  am 
allowed  to  proceed;  and  that  at  no  time  of 
Kis  life  he  is  exposed  to — I  must  speak  openly,  my 
lord, — to  a  bad  example  where  he  ought  to  look 
for  a  good  one.' 

_  /  I  am  too  much  interested,  I  confess,'  replied 
the  earl,  rising  and  turning  aside,  *  in  keeping  you, 
Sydenham,  in  good  humor,  to  be  offended  at  even 
a  little  more  bluntness  than  I  expected:  nay  I 
can  own  your  reproof  just;  but,  in  the  same  spirit 
of  justice,  let  me,  I  beseech  you,  ask  what  chance 
1  ever  had  of  being  better  than  I  am  :  I  have  been 
foolish,  like  other  young  men ;  but  I  do  not  know 
that  I  am  worse  than  the  rest  of  the  world;  and  I 
will  be  so  candid,  for  it  is  no  compliment;  as  to 
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say,  that  had  3^ou  been  my  tutor,  or  even  my  elder 
brother,  perhaps  I  should  be  happier  now  than  I 
am  :  but  consider;  you  know  my  situation.     The 
early  death  of  my  father,  and  his  excessive  fond- 
ness /or  my  mother,  who,  I  need  not  conceal  frorii 
you,  ^^'as,  in  all  ways,  before  and  after  her  mar- 
riage, unworthy  his  regard,  left  me  entirely  at  her 
disposal :  my  father's  will  gave  her  the  uncontroled 
possession  of  every  article  of  family-property,  and 
the  direction  of  my  education  :  she  ruined  herself 
and  me,  and  then  married  an  ensign  under  orders 
for  the  Indies,  and  whom  she  had  pretty  well  flee- 
ced, to  save  her  from  difficulties.     I  was  put  to  a 
preparatory  school  v.  here  I  was  spoiled,  because  I 
was  the  only  lord  in  it :  I  was  then  moved  from 
one  academy  to  another,  till  at  last  I  got  to  West- 
minster, where  she  kept  me  short  of  money,  and 
whence,  you  know,  I  was  expelled  for  availing  my- 
self of  that  resource  of  the  needy,  a  rebellion.     I 
then  finished  by  a  year  at  a  military  acadeni}^,  and 
was  thrown  into  the  guards,  with  my  mother's  will, 
and  the  mortgage  of  my  estate  in  my  pocket,  and 
about  3001.   a-year  property.     I   believe  what  I 
saw  at  my  mothers,  by  shocking  me,  did  me  harm: 
her  deep  play  drew  about  her  a  set  of  females  who, 
even  then,  excited  my  disgust  and  abhorrence.  All 
my  idle  reading  portrayed  to  my  imagination  what 
women  might  be,  if  unspoiled  by  the  town;  and  in 
a  visit  to  a  friend  of  my  own  sort,  I  entangled  my- 
self— Forgive  me,  Sydenham  ;  you  have  had  no 
such  weakness,'    pursued    the  earl,   in   universal 
agitation.     '  I  expect  no  allowances  :  I  can  say  no 

move; 
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more  : — only  believe  it  was  not  an  unworthy  object 
that  I  protected ;  she  was  an  angel. 

*  Well!  I  was  ruined;  1  married;  I  dare  say 
you  know  whom  and  how  ;  and  my  life  has  been  a 
hell  to  me  ever  since.  In  quitting  the  kingdom,  I 
hope  for  more  peace :  I  do  not  call  myself  a  vi- 
cious man;  and  I  think  I  was  not  by  nature  in- 
tended to  be  bad ;  but  I  despair  of  ever  being 
more  than  negatively  right;  my  spirit  is  most 
truly  broken :  this,  however,  I  will  promise  you  ; 
I  will  never  lead  Portargis  into  vice ;  but  at  the 
same  time  I  must  say,  I  do  not  wish  him  to  be  so 
wise  as  to  admonish  or  even  to  shame  me.  Make 
him  what  will  go  decently  through  the  world,  and 
be  a  comfort  to  me  in  my  old  age ;  and  I  am  con- 
tent' 

Mr.  Sydenham  shook  his  head.  Lord  Luxmore 
was  alarmed,  and  retracting  what  he  had  said, 
^<r3an  referred  every  thing  to  Mr.  Sydenham. 

'  Well  then,  my  lord,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  fol- 
low, exactly  and  without  being  amenable  to  any 
one,  whatever  plans  I  shall,  from  strict  observation, 
judge  necessary  : — if  no  complaint  against  me  is 
ever  listened  to ;  and  if  I  am  backed,  as  every 
teacher  ought  to  deserve  to  be,  by  parental  autho- 
rity, I  will  make  no  objection.  As  to  pecuniary 
terms,  we  will  talk  of  them  afterwards  ;  and  they 
must  be  rigidly  adhered  to,  I  cannot  think  my 
services  overpaid  in  what  I  accept  with  other  boys, 
since  I  sacrifice  my  peace  and  the  leisure  I  so  love  : 
whether  I  merit  it,  you  must  hereafter  determine. 
My  young  relation  must  come  on  the  same  terms ; 

and 
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and  he  must  neither  be  better  clothed,  better  allow-' 
anced,  nor,  in  short,  in  any  way  better  treated, 
than  his  fellow-disciples.  To  grtat  pride  I  have 
no  objection  ;  but  little  pride  I  detest.' 

One  enquiry  yet  remained  to  be  made.  What 
would  be  expected  on  the  part  of  Lady  Luxmore? 
Her  husband's  spirit  would  not  permit  him  to  say 
all  he  felt :  he  made,  therefore,  only  general  ob- 
jections to  all  reference  and  much  intercourse,  but 
allowed  Mr.  Sydenham  a  discretionary  power  in 
whatever  might  call  for  his  decision. 


€HAP. 
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CHAPTER    X. 


A  favbr  handsomely  conferred.  A  pair  of  saxagcs.  A  diaCon* 
solate  uidozi\  Digmfed  gratitude.  A  happy  father.  A 
letter  to  one's  husband.  The  diplomatic  deparfui^e.  The  little 
protegee.  A  r/ou?ig  ladys  employments.  Kitchen  comforts. 
Preparations  for  Tunbridge.  A  genteel  sharper.  The  pil- 
laged ladies.     Friendly  enquiries  in  ajjliclion. 


This  important  business  satisfactorily  adjusted, 
his  lordship  took  a  cordial  farewell  of  his  relations, 
and  crossed  the  country  to  his  seat.  The  first 
news  he  heard  there,  made  his  arrangement  appear 
to  him  still  more  valuable.  Mr.  Aubrey  had  that 
morning  expired ;  and  the  earl,  in  this  spring-tide 
of  his  benevolence,  before  he  had  seen  the  recent 
•widow,  sent  an  express  back  to  the  house  he  had 
just  quitted,  with  a  letter  to  Mr.  Sydenham,  re- 
questing, in  the  most  flattering  terms,  his  ac- 
ceptance of  the  rectory  of  Luxmore,  worth  more 
than  treble  the  value  of  the  living  he  now  held, 
and  with  which  it  was  not  incompatible.  He  next 
enquired  for  some  dinner,  and  after  it,  ordered  in 
his  little  Sampson  to  make  sport ;  but,  not  visiting 
his  house  as  punctually  as  heretofore,  Portargis, 
now  aware  his  father  was  a  stranger,  was  shy  and 
silent. 

Miss.  Aubrey,  insensible  of  the  loss  she  had  sus- 
tained at  home,  which  indeed  to  her  was  irrepa- 
rable. 
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rable,  was,  at  the  time  when  the  viscount  was 
summoned  to  his  father,  at  high  and  rude  play. 
As  they  acted  like  chain-shot,  never  far  asunder, 
she  made  her  appearance  with  him. 

The  viscount's  nurse  had  possessed  the  perfect 
confidence  of  her  employers,  and  had,  to  a  certain 
period  of  time,  deserved  it :  but  the  heads  of  fa- 
milies should  be  aware,  that  the  changes  produced 
in  vulgar  minds,  are  more  violent  than  in  cultivated 
dispositions.  The  woman  did  her  duty  with  suf- 
ficient accuracy  to  save  her  from  reproof,  though 
Lady  Lux  more  might,  in  a  visit  to  the  family- 
mansion  in  the  preceding  autumn,  had  she  been 
endued  with  very  quick  observation,  have  per- 
ceived some  new  habits  :  they  were  now  flagrant; 
for  the  woman  had  charmed  the  heart  of  a  smug- 
gler, and  his  presence  had  not  improved  either  the 
delicacy  of  her  manners,  or  that  branch  of  virtue 
called  sobriety. 

What  appearance  poor  little  Portargis  might 
have  made,  had  not  the  earFs  haste  to  write  to 
Mr,  Sydenham,  prevented  his  calling  for  him  im- 
mediately on  his  arrival,  may  be  guessed  by  the 
circumstance  of  His  being  entirely  made  clean  on 
the  news  of  his  father's  entering  the  house.  A 
change  of  raiment  not  being  so  easily  procured, 
nor  so  important  for  Gertrude,  she  exhibited  as 
she  was  caught,  in  a  frock,  once  white,  but  which, 
by  its  many  and  various  hues,  told  that  her  haunts 
were  the  ditches,  the  stables,  and  the  kitchen. 
But  even  her  dirt  could  not  disguise  her.  Her 
dark  eyes,  and  her  hair,  which  she  stood  combing 

with 


15B  THE  COUNTESS  AND  GERTRUDE. 

M'ith  her  fingers  till  it  was  grotesque ;  her  healtUy 
hue,  in  which  a  fairer  spot  might  here  and  there 
be  perceived,  accusing  the  sun  of  its  mis-used 
power,  were  striking,  while  the  superior  air  that 
contrasted  with  her  sordid  appearance,  gave  an 
interest  to  her  slender  figure. 

As  she  was  much  too  dirty  to  be  kissed.  Lord 
Luxmore,  though  naturally  fond  of  children,  wa? 
obliged  to  content  himself  with  shaking  hands  with 
her.  She  was  not  disconcerted ;  but  she  stared, 
till  her  eyes  seemed  to  have  lost  all  power  of 
closing;  and  when  she  saw  her  playfellow  seated 
on  the  earfs  knee,   from  which  he  would  gladly 

•  have  dismounted  to  pursue  his  sports  with  her, 
she  set  up  an  appropriate  and  thoroughly  vulgar 

•  roar  of  jealousy  and  vexation.  An  attempt  to 
exile  her  for  the  sake  of  peace,  gave  the  viscount 
the  use  of  his  voice ;  and  Lord  Luxmore  was 
forced  to  endure  a  nuisance  that  he  might  retain  a 

:'  pleasure.  His  watch  soon  engaged  the  attention 
of  his  boy ;  and  Gertrude  forgetting  her  jealousy 

■  in  her  curiosity,   annoyed  him  still  more  by  her 

^  proximity,  than  by  her  former  vehemence. 

The  earl  endeavored  to  find  out  their  attainments 
and  abilities  ;  but  it  was  scarcely  possible  to  bring 
the  little  savages  into  any  order.    If  he  tried  them 

-  in  the  alphabet,  both  were  ignorant  or  informed  :  it 
was  difBcult  to  tell  which  prompted  the  other,  so 
well  did  they  fire  together ;  if  he  required  them  to 
spell  a  word,  to  know  which  could  do  it  correctly 
was  as  great  a  trial  of  attention  :  if  they  were 
bid  to  read  a  few  easy  words,  they  fought  for  that 

from 
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from  which  they  were  to  read  :  they  acted  in  con- 
cert :  both  were  dumb,  or  both  clamorous.  The 
little  they  would  say,  was  rendered  uninteUigible, 
partly  by  provincial  tone  and  articulation,  and 
partly  by  its  being  of  a  description  of  language 
which  his  lordship  had  never  learnt,  or  else  had 
forgotten.     Nothing  could  exceed  it  in  vulgarity. 

If  the  earl  ever  thought  justly,  it  was  now,  wiien 
seeing  incipient  mischief,  and  possessing  the  means 
to  stop  its  farther  progress,  he  thanked  God 
for  the  blessing  of  such  a  friend  as  his  cousin 
Sydenham.  His  first  business  in  the  morning,  was 
to  send  for  a  village-taylor  to  accouti'e  the  viscount 
for  his  new  situation ;  he  next  sent  to  make  en- 
quiries after  Mrs.  Aubrey,  and  received  in  answer 
a  request  for  the  honor  of  a  visit,  which  he  felt 
not  at  all  inclined  to  pay.  He  was  not  fond  of 
the  subject  of  death  :  he  did  not  admire  Mrs.  Au- 
brey's care  of  his  or  her  own  child,  and  having 
just  sent  away  the  gift  of  the  living,  he  felt  awk- 
ward ;  he  therefore  civilly  excused  himself,  and 
beguiled  the  day  with  his  bailiff,  the  rough  viscount 
Portargis.  and  the  purified  Miss  Aubrey. 

Having  waited  on  the  pleasure  of  the  village- 
taylor,  and  now  with  great  delight  seen  his  lovely 
boy  equipt  to  advantage,  Lord  Lux  more  dismist 
the  nurse ;  and  that  he  might  not  do  a  rude  thing 
by  Mrs.  Aubrey,  he  took  her  daughter  in  one  hand 
and  Portargis  in  the  other,  and  made  at  once  a 
visit  of  restoration,  of  taking  leave^  and  of  con- 
dolence. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Aubrey,  after  returning  thanks  for  his 
lordship's  friemlly  kindneas,  in  letting  Gertrude 
remain  at  '  the  liouse'  during  the  *  confusion'  and 
*  vexation'  of  her  father's  death,  opened  the  bu- 
siness, on  which  she  wished  for  an  interview  M'ith 
tlie  patron  of  the  living.  She  hinted  the  merits 
and  almost  the  claims  of  the  gentleman  who  had 
assisted  Mr.  Aubrey  during  his  illness,  in  such 
terms  as  made  his  lordship  suppose  that,  by  be- 
stowing the  living  on  him,  he  might  have  saved 
Mrs.  Aubrey  the  trouble  of  a  removal.  To  crush 
tiiis  young  hope,  he  was  forced  to  tell  the  truth  ; 
and  Mrs.  Aubrey's  real  sorrow  could  not  the?i  be 
doubted.  She  was  in  some  measure  to  be  ex- 
cused ;  for  slie  was  a  weak,  spoiled  woman,  and 
left  in  absolute  poverty,  without  a  home  or  friends^ 
;  To  expressions  of  compassion,  and  an  assurance 
.  tjiat  her  convenience  should  be  consulted,  the  earl 
added  the  far  greater  consolation  of  a  lifty-pound 
bank  note ;  and  hav  ing  by  a  little  stratagem  got 
xid  of  Gertrude,  to  avoid  the  uproar  of  grief  in 
:  the  separation  of  the  children,  he  prepared  to  go 

again  into  ■ shire,  to  visit  his  obliged  relation, 

and  to  deposit  what  he  now  r  garded,  more  than 
ever,  as  an  inestimable  treasure,  in  the  hands  of  a 
man  who  was  to  rid  him  of  all  anxiety  fojr  some 
years. 

Poor  Gertrude's  sorrow,  when  she  saw  her  com- 
panion taken  from  her,  was  perhaps  the  mQSt 
genuine  that  the  human  heart  can  feel.  She  was, 
by  her  mother's  imprudence,  aware  of  her  loss  too 

soon 
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isoon.  Something  omitted,  obliged  Lord  Luxmore 
to  stop  at  the  rectory- house  in  his  way  from  Lux- 
more  :  she  caught  a  ghmpse  of  Portargis  in  the 
carriage:  she  would  have  thrown  herself  under 
the  wheels ;  while  he,  amused  by  the  novelty  of 
his  situation,  and  attracted  by  the  glasses,  the 
tassels  and  cushions,  noticed  her  as  little  as  if  she 
had  been  a  stranger,  or  he  had  been  deaf. 

Circumstances  had  proved  a  hot-bed  to  the  friend- 
ship between  the  earl  and  his  cousin;  and  to  return 
to  the  hospitality  of  a  man  whom  he  had  obliged, 
could  not  but  be  pleasant  to  the  feelings  of  the  for- 
mer. He  expected,  indeed,  though  before  perfectly 
satisfied  with  his  reception,  and  subsequently  con- 
vinced by  the  manner  in  which  the  favor  had  been 
accepted,  that  it  was  duly  felt,  to  find  his  relation 
still  farther  conciliated  ;  but  he  was  mistaken.  Mr. 
Sydenham  neither  bowed  lower,  nor  smiled  oftener, 
nor  listened  more  attentively,  nor  left  his  pupils 
for  his  lordship's  company,  at  all  longer  than 
in  the  first  visit. — At  their  meeting,  he  respectfully 
took  the  hand  that  had  conferred  the  favor ;  and 
with  an  English  dignity,  said,  *  My  lord,  ^ou  have 
made  me  easy  for  life :  I  shall  now  be  able  to 
maintain  my  son  at  the  university  with  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  gentleman  ;  and  I  owe  it  all  to  your 
lordship :  I  must  endeavor  to  acknowledge  it  in 
my  care  for  your  boy.  The  education  of  those 
now  in  my  house,  1  shall  finish,  that  I  may  not 
put  those  Id  inconvenience  who  have  relied  on 
me :  but  as  I  see  my  son  can  exert  himself  on  the 
impulse  of  his  mind,  1  shall  take  no  more/ 

vol..  I.  M  Lord 
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Lord  Luxniore  at  this  moment  was  raised  to  an 
ccstacy  of  virtue  :  liisfcelings  choked  his  utterance, 
and  he  could  only  say — the  properest  words  he 
could  have  said — *  God   bless  you  in  your  new 
situation!' — His  respect  for  his  kinsman  was  still 
increased    by  his   disinterested  rejection  of   the 
power  he  possessed  of  holding  the  living  of  Lux- 
more  with  that  on  which   he  now  resided  ;  and 
having  offered  to  his  patron  every  attention  that 
bis  call  from  his  own  country,  and  the  vicinity  to 
his  estate,  might  render  useful  and  practicable,  the 
earl  had  the  further  satisfaction  of  availing  himself 
of  Mr.  Sydenham's  counsel  on  many  important 
points ;  and  a  few  days  were  spent,  without  one 
visit  from  the  demon  of  enmii,   though  the  duties 
of  his  host  often  left  him  to  himself;  but  against 
these  vacancies  there  was  a  provision  of  agreeable 
books,  a  fine  country,  a  respectable  neighborhood, 
to  which  tlie  friend  of  Mr.  Sydenham,   even  had 
he  not  been  a  lord,   would  have  found  an  equally 
favorable  introduction.     Before  his  departure,  he 
had  the  comfortable  certainty,  that  Portargis  would 
be  perfectly  happy  in  his  change  of  abode :  and, 
with  a  reluctance  beyond  what  he  suspected  him- 
self ^  weak  enough'  to  feel,  he  quitted  all  that  he 
felt  happy  in  possessing,    the  attachment   of   a 
worthy  man,  and  the  promise  of  pride  and  comfort 
in  the  heir  to  his  worldly  advantages. 

To  Lord  Luxmore's  great  svn'prise,  and  cer- 
tainly to  his  greater  relief,  he  learnt,  on  >his  arriving 
at  his  town-house,  that  the  countess  had  removed 
to  her  retirement  on  Richmond  terrace.      The 

porter 
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porter  gave  him,  as  he  alighted,  a  letter,  which 
was  to  explain  her  ladyship's  departure.  The  earl 
,.  opened  it,  as  he  proceeded  towards  his  library, 
and  stopt,  half  way,  to  digest  and  laugh  at  this 
conjugal  epistle : 

'  Lord  Lux  more 

I  have  just  herd  J^j^oj^i  j\Irs. 
Aubrey  how  you  have  distressed  her  What  is 
fifty  poimd  in  her  situation  poo)^  woman  It  is 
just  throwing  so  much  money  iuto  the  fire  I  dont 
see  why  the  person  she  recommended  might  not 
have  had  Luxmore  I  understand  too  you  have 
sent  the  deco^  child  to  your  relation  just  as  if  I 
had  no  rite  to  be  asked  You  may  take  your  ozvn 
pleasure  in  this  if  you  please  butt  ^vlrs  Aubrey 
shall  not  be  ill  used  I  shall  take  her  and  her  dear 
little  girl  into  my  family  and  as  I  hear  Sydenham 
is  to  have  Luxmore  you  vwi/  let  it  or  sell  it  if  you 
like  for  I  shall  never  set  eyes  on  the  place  again 
or  will  I  leave  this  place  till  you  are  set  off  since 
I  see  as  I  am  nobody 

N.  Luxmore' 

His  lordship  had  too  much  good  nature  to  im- 
pute to  Mrs.  Aubrey  more  than  was  her  due  share 
in  this  business ;  and  he  knew  too  well  the  value 
of  his  wife's  displeasure,  to  fret  at  having  excited 
it:  he  scorned  to  justify  himself,  and  left  the  king- 
dom with  all  the  splendor  appertaining  to  his  high 
office,  without  attempting  to  see,  or  condescending 
to  write,  to  Lady  Luxmore.  As  soon  as  he  was 
^t  2  gone^ 


X 


lS4  THE  COUNTESS  AND  GERTRUDE. 

gone,  she  came  to  town,  drove  to  his  lordship** 
solicitor,  and  to  the  banking-house  at  which  he 
kept  cash — found  herself — thanks  to  Mr.  Syden- 
ham's success  in  pleading  her  cause — well  pro- 
vided— sent  for  Mrs.  Aubrey,  inviting  her  to  enjoy 
a  London  spring  in  the  first  three  months  of  her 
widowhood,  and  pointed  at  the  earl's  cruelty  in 
depriving  her  of  her  son,  by  her  fondness  for  the 
little  Gertrude. 

The  faults  of  one  half  of  the  world  make  th^ 
merits  of  the  other  half;  Lady  Luxmore's  were  at 
present  all  founded  on  the  implied  delinquency  of 
her  husband.  She  was  not  by  nature  kind ;  but 
she  became  so,  that  he  might  appear  the  contrary : 
— she  was  not  liberal ;  but  that  it  might  seem  as  if 
he  alone  had  restrained  her  generosity,  she  spent 
ostentatiously :  her  ill  humor  had,  for  some  time, 
made  her  fancy  herself  in  bad  health,  and  live 
much  at  home  :  she  now  lived  in  the  gaze  of  all, 
and  felt  greatly  raised  in  consequence  by  the  flat- 
tering congratulations  of  those  who  bid  the  world 
rejoice  that  the  fetters  were  taken  off  *  so  charm- 
ing, so  superior  a  w  oman.'  Mrs.  Aubrey  and  her 
daughter  were  dressed  at  her  expence,  and  a  share 
of  flattery  was  demanded  for  them.  The  child 
was  supposed  *  the  happiest  little  girl  in  the  world;' 
and  Mrs.  Aubrey  could  not  do  othci'wise  than 
confirm  the  supposition. 

All  went  on  well  for  three  months.  Mrs.  Au- 
brey's mind  did  not  possess  a  soil  in  which  sorrow 
could  take  deep  root ;  and  in  exchanging  a  sickly 
husband  for  a  generous  friend,  she  could  not  but 

sec 
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see  her  advantage.  Neither  had  sb.e  any  dislike  to 
the  amusements  of  London,  or  the  expressions  by 
which  she  sometimes  heard  herself  described  as 
*  that  interesting  widow,'  *  that  lovely  victim  of  sor- 
row,' or  '  that  fascinating  ^Irs.  Aubrey.'  Lady  Lux- 
more,  on  her  part,  had  the  gratification  of  telling  all 
her  visitors,  as  soon  as  she  had  sent  her  friend  out 
of  the  room  on  some  artificial  errand,  how  timely 
had  been  her  interposition,  how  wretchedly  poor 
jVL%  Aubrey  had  died,  how  unfeeling  had  been 
Lord  Luxmore,  and,  in  effect,  how  good,  how  very 
good,  she  had  been  herself. 

Gertrude  v/as  not  quite  so  happy  as  she  appear- 
ed :  she  felt  grievously,  even  when  at  Richmond, 
the  want  of  a  spacious  garden ;  and  still  more  did 
she  miss  tlie  companion  who  used  to  join  and  to 
aid  her  sports.  The  chairs,  i^vhen  turned  into 
horses,  and  harnessed  to  the  best  of  her  ability, 
would  not  run  :  she  was  not  perfect  in  the  guidance 
of  a  hoop ;  she  was  only  learning  to  skip :  she 
could  spin  a  peg-top ;  but  Portargis  had  promised 
to  teach  her  to  take  it  up.  In  short,  all  her  boy- 
ish exercises  were  defective,  and  she  had  not  spirit 
to  recommence  them. 

A  substitution,  indeed,  was  proposed  by  Mrs. 
Aubrey,  and  acceded  to  by  the  countess;  and  a 
stud  of  dolls  was  got  together  to  make  good  to 
Gertrude  the  loss  of  her  companion  ^nd  her  sports. 
It  was  very  puzzling  to  the  ladies,  that  Gertrude, 
who  was  remarkably  fond  of  children,  spurned  a 
doll.  How  few  are  capable  of  developing  tl^e 
feelings  of  the  young  mind !  and  how  ^bsuvdiy  do 
6  half 
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half  of  US  reason  on  it!  When  a  baby-doll  would 
not  please  her,  they  bought  her  one  drest  like  a 
young  gentleman,  and  called  it  Portargis.  Ger- 
trude demolished  the  impostor  at  a  blow. 

NothiniT  sped  well  till  she  turned  her  views;  and 
then,  having  made  friendships  with  the  servants, 
she  enjoyed  new  delights.  The  countess  and  Mrs. 
Aubrey  had  their  own  amusements ;  and  they  were 
such  as  needed  not  the  presence  of  Gertrude  ;  she 
was,  therefore,  sometimes  forgotten,  or,  Avhen  re- 
collected and  recalled,  the  employments  of  winding 
•worsted,  and  picking  coffee,  served  to  keep  her 
quiet. 

In  her  frequent  or  almost  incessant  truantries 
from  the  place  where  she  ought  to  have  been,  her 
dehghts  were  in  the  kitchen,  shelling  peas,  topping 
and  tailing  gooseberries,  stripping  currants,  par- 
ing apples,  and  such  occupations ;  at  other  times 
she  stole  down  at  the  servants'  eating-hours,  and 
got  rashers  of  bacon,  toasted  cheese,  sugared 
bread  and  butter,  and  fermenting  preserves, 
enough  to  have  killed  half  a  dozen  puny  chil- 
dren. For  such  purposes,  she  often  sat  on  the 
coachman's  knee,  and  heard,  over  and  over  again, 
the  history  of  all  the  horses  and  dogs  he  had  been 
acquainted  with ;  and  Avhen  more  at  leisure,  she 
attended  on  the  under-footnian  while  he  cleaned 
knives,  and  thus  got  an  insight  into  the  useful 
science  of  making  brick-dust.  Learning  of  every 
sort,  save  this,  was  out  of  her  reach :  indeed,  there 
was  no  time  for  it,  either  on  the  part  of  those  who 
should   have   been   the  teachers,   or  their  pupil. 

Late 
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Late  hours  make  late  hours ;  and  it  required  some; 
exertion  in  the  principals  of  the  house,  to  rise, 
breakfast,  read  the  newspapers,  and  perform  all 
the  idlenesses  of  the  morning,  before  night ;  while 
little  miss's  various  companions  and  avocations,. 
her  own  meals,  her  attendance  on  those  of  the 
servants,  and  the  formidable  business  of  being 
made  clean,  left  only  space  for  her  accompanying 
Lady  Luxmore  and  her  mama,  that  she  might  be 
shewn  in  their  morning-rouud. 

In  the  course  of  the  summer,  an  excursion  to 
Tunbridge  was  talked  of;  and  Lady  Luxmore  was. 
a  little  surprised  to  find  it  not  agreeable  to  her 
uniformly  acquiescing  companion ;  this,  however, 
was  no  impediment :  the  orders  were  given,  and 
preparations  were  making.  Mrs.  Aubrey's  dejec- 
tion increasing,  Lady  Luxmore  broke  through  her 
resolution  of  not  regarding  it,  and  enquired  the 
cause.  She  was  answered  with  agitation  and  ap- 
prehension, that  the  '  impossibility  of  supportins; 
an  external  appearance,  tit  for  a  person  so  honored 
as  she  was  by  her  ladyship's  condescension,  was 
the  weight  on  her  spirits  :  might  she  be  permitted 
to  take  care  of  the  house  in  town  during  the  time 
of  her  ladyship's  absence,  how  happy  she  should 
be!' 

This  was  not  be  thought  on :  to  go  alone  to 
Tunbridge  was  shocking ;  and  at  this  season  of 
the  year,  there  was  hardly  any  body  who  was  not 
already  engaged  in  some  summer-scheme.  A 
small  bank-note  settled  the  business :  the  receiver 
was  overwhelmed  with  gratitude,  and  the  donor 

sent 
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sent  her  to  a  distant  part  of  the  house,  while  she 
entertained  lier  next  visitor  with  '  poor  Mrs.  Au- 
brey's poverty,'  and  her  ready  cure  for  it. 

The  day  for  the  journey  was  approaching ;  and 
Mrs.  Aubrey  was  much  occupied.    A  young  man, 
whom  she  styleil  a  nephew  of  her  deceased  hus- 
band's, and  called  Captain  Smith,  had,  from  the 
time  of  her  coming  to  town,  visited  her  frequently, 
and  was  now  almost  daily  w  ith  her :  his  manners 
were   extremely    prepossessing,    and    his    person 
would  have  justified  any  miss  of  five  and  forty  in 
any  indiscretion,  had  love  been  her  excuse.     This 
young  man  called,  by  appointment,  the  day  before 
that  named  for  the  Tun  bridge    expedition;    and 
Mrs.  Aubrey  remained  at  home  to  receive  him, 
having  begged  the  countess  to  excuse  her,  just  that 
once,  from  shopping  with  her,  as  she  had  business 
of  importance  respecting  '  poor  dear  Mr.  Aubrey's 
affairs,'   to  transact  with  her  ladyship's  favorite, 
Captain  Smith.     And  business  of  importance  it 
certainly  was ;  no  less  than  an  assignation  for  the 
purpose  of  stealing  a  wedding  at  the  parish-church. 
Her  ladyship  having  still  much  to  do  in  the  pur- 
chasing department,  had  been  advised  by  Mrs. 
Aubrey  to  set  out  at  eleven ;  and  in  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  after,  the  lover  was  to  attend  his  mistress 
with  a  hackney-coach,  to  take  away  herself  and  her 
moveables  to  a  house  in  a  fashionable  street,  which 
he  had  prevailed  on  her  to  believe  was  his  own  re- 
sidence, and  from  whence  Mrs.  Aubrey  meant  to 
send  a  letter  she  had  already  w^ritten,  imploring  La- 
dy Luxmore's  forgiveness  of  a  rash  and  unadvised 

stepi, 
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^p,  the  folly  of  a  moment,  and  the  effect  of  the 
most  earnest  persuasion,  and  leaving  it  entirely  at 
her  ladyship's  option  to  continue  her  present  care 
of  the  little  girl,  and  consequently  in  process  of 
time  to  educate,  clothe,  maintain,  and  provide  f^r 
her. 

Mrs.  Aubrey  had  told  the  servants  that  Captam 
Smith  would  come  to  take  her  baggage  to  the  inn, 
that  Lady  Luxmore's  carriage  might  not  be  load^ 
ed ;  and  not  being  quite  ready  when  he  arrived, 
she,  fortunately  for  his  plans,  sent  down  a  message 
desiring  him  to  get  her  trunks  into  the  coach. 

Pie  had  been  shewn  into  the  room  where  th^ 
countess  had  been  sitting,  and  on  a  table  of  which 
were  collected,  ready  for  the  journey,  some  of  her 
possessions,  consisting  of  fine  laces,  jewels,  and 
money,  packed  in  a  very  commodious  traveUing- 
case,  and  waiting  only  for  the  completion  of  its 
contents,  by  what  she  was  then  abroad  to  purchase. 
It  was  easy  to  guess  by  the  external,  that  this  case 
was  of  value,  and  it  did  not  escape  the  contem- 
plation of  Captain  Smith.  He  took,  from  another 
part  of  the  room,  enough  of  that  which  belonged 
to  Mrs.  Aubrey,  to  hide  the  rest  of  his  booty  ;  and, 
in  a  few  seconds,  had  jumped  into  the  coach  and 
driven  off,  telling  the  servant  at  the  door  he  should 
return  in  a  few  minutes  for  the  rest  of  Mrs.  Aubrey's 
trunks.  It  is  needless  to  say  he  did  not  keep 
his  promise. 

When  Lady  Lux  more  returned  from  her  Bond- 
street  fatigues,  she  found  Mrs,  Aubrey  in  an  agi- 
tation, 
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tation,  which  she  was  in  vain  endeavoring  to  con- 
ceal under  the  appearance  of  business.  This  SLgi- 
tation  was  not,  indeed,  occasioned  by  her  knowledge 
of  her  patroness's  loss;  for  of  that  they  were 
equally  ignorant  at  present ;  but  it  arose  from  her 
conviction,  that  she  had  lost  her  promised  husband, 
and  about  one  half  of  her  wardrobe.  Too  weak 
to  conquer  her  feelings,  and  too  sinrple  to  conceal 
them,  she  threw  herself  on  her  knees  and  confest 
'  the  rash  step,'  she  had  engaged  to  take,  and  the 
manner  in  which  she  had  been  checked.  The 
countess  instantly  recollecting  the  fraud  put  on  her, 
was  going  to  repl}^  but  looking  round,  the  unoc- 
cupied table  caught  her  eye,  and  she  exclaimed, 
•  Good  Godl  where  are  my  jewels  r' 

Mrs.  Aubrey,  petrified,  remained  on  her  knees. 
Gasping,  and  staring,  she  too  looked  at  the  table; 
and  then  her  situation  rushing  on  her  mind,  she 
sunk  down,  deprived  of  all  sense  by  the  horror  of 
the  implication  even  she  could  foresee.  Lady 
-Luxmore,  calling  for  her  servants  and  her  travel- 
ling^ease,  left  her  on  the  floor  to  recover  at  lei- 
sure; and  at  the  expiration  of  an  hour  of  fruitless 
enquiry,  being  reminded  of  her  by  a  message  of 
tlie  utmost  humility,  she  replied  by  a  request,  that 
she  would  leave  the  house  instantly. 

Even  in  the  depth  of  this  distress,  and  the  still 
greater  profundity  of  her  childish  ignorance,  Mrs. 
Aubrey  was  too  prudent  to  make  her  daughter  a 
sharer  in  lier  misfortune.  She  went  alone,  and 
found  a  lodging  in  the  neighborhood,  and  from 
thence  the  next  day  w  rote  a  letter  to  her  ladyship, 

exculpating 


THE    COUNTESS    AND    GERTRUDE.  17  i 

exculpating  herself,  as  far  as  she  was  able,  from  the 
xvorst  part  of  the  suspicion  she  was  exposed  to. 
It  was  impossible  to  suspect  her  of  a  participation 
in  the  swindling  transaction:  it  was  evident  to  all 
those  whom  Lady  Luxmore,  in  her  dismay,  got 
round  her  as  counsellors,  that  Mrs.  Aubrey  had 
been  the  dupe  of  a  common  cheat,  but  nothing  she 
had  to  offer  obtained  any  attention  at  the  present 
moment,  nor  would  her  memorial  have  met  any 
reply,  had  she  not  most  humbly  offered  to  take 
Gertrude  '  to  starve  with  her.'     To  a  second  letter 
on  the  subject,  the  countess  replied,  verbally,  that 
the  child  should  stay  with  her,  on  condition  that 
the  mother  never  again  appeared. 

So  ended  the  friendship  with  Mrs.  Aubrey,  who 
had  been  beholden  to  her  husband's  character  for 
the  prop  of  her  own  weakness ;  and  who  now,  in 
the  depth  of  her  distress,  betook  herself  into  Scot- 
land, where,  with  an  increase  of  sorrow  and  dis- 
cretion, she  resolved  for  ever  to  hide  herself. 

The  pillaged  countess  had  not  been  wanting  m 
using  propel^  means  for  the  recovery  of  her  pro- 
perty ;  but  not  chusing  to  offer  the  reward  her  le- 
gal friends  proposed,  she  was  never  calkd  on  for 
t'hat  which  she  would  have  given.     The  jewels  she 
had  lost,  were  not,  in  quantity,   enough  to  afflict 
her  inconsolabiy :  she  could  comfort  herself,  that 
they  consisted  only  of    her  summer-wear;    and 
perhaps  the  shame  of  being  obliged  to  retract  all 
her  encomiums  on  herself,  for  her  choice  of  Mrs. 
Aubrey  as  a  friend,  kept  her  for  a  few  days,  m 
jiome  measure,  silent  on  a  subject  that  otherwise 

must 
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must  have  made  her  eloquent.  She  had,  in  one 
instance,  met  from  her  plain-speaking  relation, 
Sir.  Sterling';  he  who  had  in  vain  striven  to  prevent 
her  marriage,  the  mortifying  reply,  '  1  knew  how 
it  would  turn  outf  what  could  you  expect  but 
folly  from  a  foolish  woman  ?' — '  how  could  you  be 
so  imprudent  as  to  leave  the  case  on  the  table?' 
ai»d  she  began  to  feel  discouraged  in  complaint. 

The  most  material  part  of  her  loss  was  her  half- 
yea  rs  income,  which,  on  receiving  it  from  Lord 
Luxmore's  banker,  she  had  put  in  the  same  place 
of  safety  as  the  unfortunate  jewels.  In  vain  she 
demanded  to  have  it  made  good :  to  her  infinite 
surprize  and  vexation,  she  felt  the  circumscribing 
power  of  the  earl's  orders,  and  learnt  that  she  had 
already  gone  to  the  extent  of  her  hopes. 

The  consternation  that  seizes  the  minds  of  im- 
provident persons,  when  they  are  punished  into 
experience,  no  one,  who  has  duly  calculated  the 
chances  of  this  world,  can  conceive  ;  they  run  into 
the  fire,  and  wonder  they  are  burnt ;  they  dance 
on  a  precipice,  and  till  the  moment  of  destruction, 
neither  believe  precept,  nor  heed  example.  Lady 
Luxmore,  as  if  she  had  never  before  heard  of  silly 
widows  or  handsome  sharpers,  spent  some  hours  in 
wondering  that  Mr.  Aubrey's  relict  could  be  such 
a  fool,  and  Captain  Smith,  *  who  looked  so  much 
like  a  man  of  fashion,  and  was  so  agreeable  and 
well  drest,'  could  be  a  swindler :  but  had  the  earl 
been  entirely  out  of  the  way,  and  the  captain 
fairly  in  it,  who  will  say  he  might  not  have  swindled 
her  ladyship  into  a  misfortune,  more  than  equiva- 
lent 
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lent  to  her  present  loss  ;  for,  still  *  Captain  Smith 
was  a  very  handsome  young  man,  and  so  much 
the  man  of  fashion  !' 

Well !  what  was  to  be  done  ?  Why,  the  Tun- 
bridge  ideas  must  give  way,  for  want  of  money,  to 
ideas  of  a  cheaper  sort :  her  ladyship  must  oecono- 
mise,  and  let  her  house  at  Richmond,  and,  for  the 
present,  stay  where  she  was,  because  she  had  not 
the  means  of  moving.  She,  therefore,  remained  in 
town,  and  received  the  visits  of  her  condoling 
friends,  who  came  to  enquire  hoxo  it  really  wa^. 
This  was  soon  intolerable.  The  expressions,  *  I 
looked  round ;'  *  I  stared ;'  *  I  was  petrified,'  would 
not  bear  repeating,  without  weariness,  above  two 
©r  three  hundred  times ;  and  she  had  not  yet  seen 
half  the  list  of  those  who  had  sent  to  enquire  after 
her  and  her  jewels.  Vexed  beyond  endurance  ia 
all  ways,  she  could  resolve  on  nothing  at  all  to  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  respite  from  this  hourly  re- 
newal of  her  griefs,  but  betaking  herself  to  Lux- 
more,  whither  she  was  sure  no  one  would  follow 
lier,  even  to  hear  '  how  it  really  was/ 


CHAP. 
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Prudent  retrenchments.  A  son  introduced  to  his  mother.  A 
polite  reception.  The  parson  duped.  Cheap  protection.  A 
child's  dress.     Anecdote  of  the  Duchess  of  Q -'s  conrf'^ 

■  dress.  The  suffering  of  being  ridiculous.  Cowpers  opinion 
ef  the  joys  of  childhood,     "A  hind  interference.     Fathers  edu* 

\  toting  daughters.  Living  instances.  A  udl-educatcd  school- 
mistress, ll'c  knoxjo  not  how  wc  learn  to  read.  The  first  spark 
of  a  passion,  for  knowledge.     IIow  to  avoid  learning  the  al- 

'  phahct.  Inconveniences  of  an  ardent  spirit.  Dancing.  How 
to  remedy  short  shoes.     A  young  termagcnt. 


To  Luxmore,.  therefore,  the  countess  retreated, 
having  first  retrenched  every  superfluous  article  of 
expence,  and  takuig  with  her,  besides  Gertrude, 
only  her  men-servants  and  her  own  waiting-maid, 
who  was  not  sorry  to  have  seen  the  favorite  out  of 
favor.  Gertrude  could  be  no  \'exation ;  for  she 
had  been  industriously  taught  to  mention  her  mo- 
ther only  as  her  '  naughty  mama,  who  made  poor 
dear  Lady  Luxmore,  cry  and  go  without  her  din- 
ner.' 

Mr.  Sydenham  was  preparing  for  his  remove; 
and  in  his  first  visit  to  oversee  his  workmen,  when 
all  but  Portargis  and  his  own  son  were  withdrawn 
for  the  vacation,  he  waited  on  the  countess.  He 
did  not  take  the  viscount  in  his  hand,  wishing  first 
to  know  a  little  of  her  ladyship ;  and  this  little 

would 
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. 'would,  perhaps,  have  entirely  hindered  his  intro- 
ducing him,  had  not  one  of  those  caprices  to  which 
some  people  are  subject,  made  the  lady  assume  a 
.character  very  foreign  from  her  own. 

She  had,  before  she  ever  saw  Mr.  Sydenham, 
with  a  degree  of  candor  and  integrity  worthy  of 
imitation,  resolved  to  hate  him  ;  but  this  was  at 
the  same  time  that  she  resolved  never  to  see  him. 
Now,  that  she  found  herself,  in  some  measure,  ob- 
liged to  see  him,  she  thought  of  a  method  of  vex- 
ing, her  husband,  a  pleasure  far  superior  even  to 
that  of  distressing  the  parson.  She  could  not 
doubt  that  Lord  Luxmore  had  represented  her  to 
his  cousin,  as  she  knew  she  merited  :  sh^, could 
not  suspect  that  his  pride  had  prevented  his  saying 
more  than  what  might  be  translated  by,  *  1  did  a 
foolish  thing  in  marrying  a  disagreeable  woman  for 
money.'  She  concluded  herself  odious  in  Mr.  Sy- 
denham's eyes,  and  consequently  supposed  she 
stood  alone  against  the  united  hatred  of  her  lord 
and  his  relatives.  Could  she  remove  this  preju- 
dice, the  balance  of  power  might  lean  to  her  ;  and 
the  earl  might  be  in  the  minority  on  questions 
where  her  interest  was  implicated,  or  her  will  in- 
terfered. 

When  Mr.  Sydenham  was  announced,  as  wait- 
ing for  permission  to  see  her  ladyship,  she,  there- 
fore, went  forward  towards  the  door  of  the  room 
to  meet  him.  She  recollected,  perhaps,  a  stage 
attitude  of  encouragement  and  conciliation ;  and 
as,  though  she  was  compelled  by  the  verdict  of  her 
glass,  to  acknowledge  herself  '  rather  a  plain  wo- 
man/ 
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tt^iky'  ihe  valued  herself  much  on  her  height  and 
perpendicularity,  she  felt  no  doubt  of  his  '  being 
stfuck  with  her.*  In  her  reception  of  him,  she 
overstept  all  bounds  of  intermediate  ceremony : 
*he  recogftised  hun  as  a  privileged  hiend  :  she  en- 
quired after  her  son,  and  protested  it  was  very 
good  of  Mr.  Sydenham  to  take  so  much  trcmbie  to 
call  on  her. 

Nothing  is  so  winning  as  a  frank  deportment ; 
nothing  so  graceful  where  any  superiority  makes 
frankness,  condescension :  we  accept  it  as  con- 
fidence and  distinction  :  our  self-love  is  flattered  : 
the  happiness  of  another  seems,  in  some  measure, 
at  Onf  mefcy;  and  even  a  generous  mind  is  pleased 
t^ith  the  loan  of  power,  it  would  not  for  the  world 
use. 

Mr.  Sydenham  was  so  far  a  dupe,  as  to  give 
her  la-dyship  a  decent  rank  in  his  estimation.  She 
did  not,  indeed,  appear  greatly  gifted  by  nature ; 
but  still  there  seemed  about  her  '  a  desire  to  do 
t^ight,'  and  he  saw  *  nothing  that  might  not  very 
Well  be  borne  with.'  Her  story  of  Mrs.  Aubrey 
iiedounded  to  her  credit,  since  it  was  no  disgrace 
fiot  to  have  fathomed  such  folly ;  her  conduct  to 
Jittle  Gertrude,  as  she  described  it,  was  meritori- 
ous ;  and  her  resolution  to  retire  from  the  world 
fbr  a  time,  because  she  had  been  pillaged,  and  could 
not  for  the  present  maintain  the  appearance  neces- 
sary for  her  rank,  was  not  absurd.  With  these 
favorable  sentiments,  and  a  hope,  that  he  could 
shew  his  gratitude  to  his  patron  by  attention  to  his 
consort,  he,  witliout  fear  or  scruple,  permitted  the 

mother 
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mother  and  son  to  meet  as  often  as  was  consistent 
with  the  viscount's  diligence,  in  this  short  residence 
at  the  rectory-house.  The  affectionate  mother,  be- 
ing in  Mr.  Sydenham's  sight  at  the  first  interview, 
overwhehiied  her  son  with  caresses,  while  Ger- 
trude, whom  absence  had  made  a  little  shy,  drew 
back,  as  if  half  afraid  of  an  imperfect  welcome  from 
him.  But  she  had  no  cause  for  fear.  Portargis 
strucrcjkd  to  disengage  himself  from  the  stron^^ 
grasp  of  his  mother,  and  darted  forward  towards 
his  not-forgotten  play-fellow,  whose  glistening  eye 
and  repetition  of  '  dear,  dear  Portargis/  told  how 
little  effect  distance  had  on  her  heart. 

But  whatever  change,  or  appearance  of  change, 
prudence  might  ha\ie  made  in  Lady  Luxmore's 
plans,  none  was  efiected  in  the  place  she  was  by 
necessity  doomed,  for  some  time,  to  inhabit :  it 
was  still  odious  to  her :  but  the  injury  to  her  finan- 
ces so  strongly  called  for  patience,  that  she  sub- 
mitted tolerably  well.  She  let  her  house  in  town 
for  the  space  of  time  she  thought  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  oeconomise,  and,  remaining  quietly  where 
she  was,  she  extracted  a  new  amusement  from  her 
necessities,  and  made  a  sport  of  oeconomy:  her 
thoughts  were  now  v/hoilv  turned  to  accumulation: 
Lady.Luxmore's  pigs,  geese,  butter,  and  eggs,  were 
to  be  bought;  and  she  descended  to  means  of 
w^ealth,  similar,  perhaps,  to  those  by  which  her 
own  family  had,  at  first,  been  established.  She 
was  delighted  with  this  tension  of  her  mind,  be- 
cause it  was  new  ;  and  when  it  ceased  to  be  new, 
it  pleaded  the  still  stronger  prescription  of  habit, 

vol..    I.  N  Jl}^ 
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The  frugality  of  her  kitchen  was  notorious;  and 
considering  her  general  temper,  she  might  justly 
have  shared  in  the  witty  quibble  occasioned  by  the 
same  error  in  a  greater  character,  who  was  de- 
scribed as  keeping  *  Lent  in  his  kitchen,  and 
Passion-week  in  his  parlor  all  the  year/ 

The  aeconomy  of  the  buttei'y4iatch  was  not  ex- 
ceeded by  that  which,  almost,  without  her  feel- 
ing it,  was  practised  on  little  Gertrude,  whose 
powers  of  amusing  cheaply  w  ere  now,  in  this  dis- 
mal seclusion,  become  the  ligature  of  her  ladyship's 
affections.  To  live  alone,  was  impossible :  no 
companion  could  she  have  so  unoffending  and  un- 
expensive ;  and  therefore,  to  keep  her  word  to  her 
lord  in  revenge  for  his  disposal  of  lord  Portargis 
without  her  concurrence,  she  was  still  retained. 

Unfortunately  for  the  poor  girl,  there  was, 
amongst  the  hoards  which  her  ladyship  brought 
into  the  family,  an  old  carved  walnut  tree  or  wains- 
cot chest,  containing  many  articles  of  her  mother's 
clothes,  together  with  remnants  of  bed-hangings, 
long  since  obsolete :  nothing  in  this  paroxysm  of 
saving  had  escaped  the  countess's  recollection ;  and 
whenever  Gertrude  wanted  clothing,  this  chest 
was  resorted  to.  It  contained,  indeed,  nothing  fit 
for  the  wear  of  such  a  child,  or,  indeed,  of  any  one 
else ;  but  it  was  convenient ;  and  as  the  fine  large- 
patterned  damasks  and  chintz-patterned  cottons, 
liad  once  been  very  costly,  the  countess,  however 
differently  she  judged  for  herself  in  the  article  of 
fashion,  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  they  were 
'  only  too  good'  for  the  purpose.     At  a  very  small 

ex  pence, 
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expence,  a  village-sempstress  was  employed  in 
accoutring  the  little  damsel,  who,  scarce  more 
than  six  years  old,  stood  forth  arrayed  in  gold- 
colored  damask,  diversified  with  leaves  rivalling 
any  church-yard  dock,  or  in  a  species  of  manufac- 
ture from  cotton,  stout  enough  for  a  barge-sail, 
and  displaying  an  epitome  of  much  more  than  was 
contained  in  the  creation  *. 

We  will  not  suppose  feelings  so  low  as  those  of 
envy  and  jealousy,  had  crept  into  Lady  Luxmore's 
mind.  It  is  true  her  pleasure  in  having  Gertrude 
taken  for  her  own  child,  had  given  way  to  that  of 
telling  how  she  still  loved  her,  and  how  little  that 
love  was  merited  by  her  mother's  conduct:  but 
Gertrude,  at  present,  was  no  competitor  for  any 
gratification  Lady  Luxmore  could  enjoy.  Why 
then  did  she  delight^  for  delight  she  eertainly  did, 
in  making  her  a  figure  for  scoin  to  point  at,  even 
where  expence  was  not  concerned  ? 

However  unaccountable  it  was  that  she  should 
do  this,  not  only  ia  the  parsimonious  quality  of 
her  garments,  but  eyen  in  the  make  of  them,  so  it 
was ;  and  almost  the  first  sentiments  the  child  was 
capable  of  forming,  were  those  of  inferiority  and 
mortification.  They  were  sometimes  counterba- 
lanced by  her  high  natural  spirits,  but  they  re- 

*  We  have  heard,  but  we  do  not  venture  to  avouch  it  as  a 

fact,  that  the  Duchess  of  Q ,  when  a  young  woman, 

revenged  herself  on  her  mother,  who  had  seconomised  in  or- 
dering her  presentation-flress,  by  arraying  herself  with  that 
part  of  the  petticoat  turned  in  sight,  where  a  more  frugal 
silk  was  substituted  for  the  rich  material  of  the  rest  of  the 
garment. 

N  2  turned 
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turned  whenever  the  servants  set  up  a  shout 
of  merriment  on  seeing  '  the  little  figure  of 
fun'  in  some  new  habiliment :  the  abasement  she 
then  felt,  can  be  conceived  by  none  who  suppose 
a  child's  mind  always  childish. 

Dress,  at  every  time  of  life,  ought  to  be  a 
subject  of  small  solicitude;  and  at  a  very  early 
period,  it  should  be  of  the  least.  May  all  mo- 
thers, by  their  prudence,  prevent  the  many  mis- 
chiefs that  result  from  too  much  attention  to  it ! 
but  a  regard  to  decency  is  a  principle  of  our  reli- 
gion ;  and  in  directing,  with  propriety,  the  subject 
as  it  arises  in  young  minds,  there  is,  as  in  almost 
every  office  well  performed,  some  degree  of  charity. 
We  have  no  negative  actions :  whatever  we  do, 
produces  in  itself,  or  its  example,  some  effect ;  and 
that  effect  which  is  to  last  the  longest,  is  that  which 
should  be  the  most  regarded.  A  child's  mind  is 
easily  elated  or  depressed :  it  has  not  altitude 
enough  to  reach  above  a  trifling  pleasure  or  pain ; 
and  while  adults,  in  similar  circumstances,  can 
discern  some  consideration  -that  moderates  enjoy- 
ment, or  supports  the  mind  under  privation,  a 
child  takes  the  question  abstractedly ;  and  imagin- 
ed good  and  evil,  admit  of  no  qualification  ^'. 

In 

♦  Cowpcr  shewed  his  intimacy  with  the  feelings  of  our 
young  years,  when  he  said,  *  There  are  few,  perhaps,  in  the 
ipv'orld,  who  have  not  cause  to  look  back  with  regret  on" the  days 
iof  infancy;  yet,  to  say  the  truth,  I  suspect  some  deception 
in  this  ;  for  infancy  itself  has  its  cares ;  and  though  we  can- 
»ot  conceive  how  trifles  could  affect  us  much,  it  is  certain 

they 
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In  the  present  case,  Gertrude  had  no  percep- 
tion but  that  she  was  ridiculous  even  to  those  whom 
she  knew,  judging  by  the  countess's  treatment  of 
her  servants,  to  be  beneath  her ;  and  she  had  no 
choice  of  feeling,  but  abject  mortification  or  har- 
dened contumacy ;  the  former  w'as  the  safer,  but 
not  the  most  readily  assumed  by  a  mind  like  her's: 
she  saw  and  heard  herself  laughed  at ;  and  she 
was  indignant :  not  aware  that  had  she  remained 
passive,  she  w^ould  have  suffered  less  and  interested 
more,  she  opposed  infant  dignity  and  puerile  per- 
verseness  to  what  she  had  to  endure,  and  ^vould 
sometimes  defend,  as  if  she  had  had  the  liberty  of 
chusing,  what  she  felt  as  her  punishment  and  dis- 
grace. This  rendered  her  situation  intolerable, 
where  she  had,  while  handsomely  clad  in  mourning, 
found  her  pleasures  ;  and  it  had  the  good  effect  of 
chacing  her  from  the  kitchen  and  the  stable  to  the 
chambers. 

Mr.  Sydenham,  during  his  short  stay  at  the 
rectory-house,  seeing,  in  his  visits  to  the  countess, 
that  the  very  small  pains  already  bestowed  on  the 
little  Aubrey,  would  be  entirely  lost,  and  with  a 
prospect  of  very  bad  substitutions.  If  she  continued 
in  this  state  of  savage  idleness,  became  interested 
for  the  child  ;  and  feeling  himself  in  that  situation, 
which,  if  her  father  had  lived,  would  have  sup- 
plied the  deficiency ;  a  restless  anxiety  to  do  some- 

they  did.  Trifles  they  appear  now  ;  but  such  they  ucre  not 
then.'  Most  truly  could  Gertrude  bear  her  tcstimojiy  to  thisi 
truth. 

thing 
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thing  for  her,  occupied  his  meditations.  As  a 
child  very  little  like  any  other  he  had  ever  seen, 
she  drew  his  attention ;  and  he  thought  he  could 
predict  that  management  very  different  from  tha* 
under  which  she  naust  be  reared,  would  be  neces- 
sary to  correct  the  strong  shades,  and  bring  out 
the  colors  of  her  character.  Had  there  been  no 
*  boys  in  the  way/  he  would  have  indulged 
the  inclination  he  felt,  to  take  to  her  as  his 
own,  and  to  try  an  experiment  in  education*:  he 

had 

*  How  much  the  world  would  be  benefited  and* obliged  by 
fi  few  experiments  of  this  kind,  the  success  with  which  some 
aheady  made  have  been  attended,  shews  us.  We  shall  be 
aske<l,  we  well  know,  What  father  can  have  leisure  to  attend 
to  the  education  of  his  daughters.  We  meet  the  reproving 
question,  and  reply  *  Many:'  apd  we  will  venture  still  far- 
ther, and  say,  that  those  fathers  who  have,  within  the  limited 
circuit  of  our  observation,  been  the  most  aiding  in  the  edu- 
cation of  girls,  have  been  uniformly  men  with  whom  leisure 
Wds  scarce.  The  old  friend  of  our  family,  Dr.  Lawrence,  q. 
London  physician,  a  man  of  scientific  pursuit,  and  with  a 
numerous  family,  gave  a  daughter  a  classical  education  him- 
self. Our  erudite  friend.  Dr.  Pellet,  of  St.  Albans,  to  whose 
hinted  wish  this  work  owes  its  existence,  also  in  the  midst  of 
the  complex  cares  of  a  medical  profession,  and  in  a  track 
of  it  that  might  have  excused  neglect,  took  into  his  own 
charge  the  mind  and  intellect  of  a  daughter. — For  the  sakq 
of  our  readers,  we  have  tried  to  learn  bis  si/stem  ;  but  systen^ 
he  had  none,  save  that  of  acting  as  occasion  made  fit.  We 
"will  give  what  we  got  from  him  :  he  will  forgive  being  matjp 
liseful. 

*  I  followed  no  syste|ii,*  said  he :  *  lied  nature,  bpt  it  wa^ 
^y  a  silken  thread  ;  and  I  never  lost  my  temper.  I  did  no^ 
wish  to  make  her  a  prodigy.  I  never  pushed  her  faculties 
beyond  their  powers  ;  but  I  gave  them  fair  encouragement. 
I  found  it,  for  a  long  while,  indeed  till  she  was  near  twenty 

yearj 
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had  ideas  on  the  subject  which  he  would  have 
wished  to  realise;  but  to  his  personal  solicitudes,  the 
charge  of  the  young  viscount,  and  the  home-edu- 
cation of  his  son,  were  insuperable  obstacles. 

Seeking  in  his  mind  for  the  next  best  good  he 
might  do  '  the  little  Aubrey,'  he  thought  on  his 
sister,  the  wife  of  Captain  Brett,  who  having  only 
one  child,  and  that  a  daughter,  and  she  a  few  years 
older  than  Gertrude^   could,  without  much  incon- 

years  of  age,  not  at  all  agreeable  to  her  to  read  books  of  mere 
amusement ;  but  when  once  prevailed  on  to  read  a  few  of 
the  best,  she  relished  them  extremely.  I  happened  to  have 
Jortin's  life  of  Erasmus  on  my  table:  she  took  to  it  of  her- 
self, and  hunted  out  in  Bayle  all  tl.e  references ;  she  has  read 
few  books;  but  I  have  taken  care  they  should  be  good.  I 
made  her  read  Prideaux's  Connection,  to  accustom  her  or- 
gans to  difficult  pronunciation.  She  has  turned  out  all  I 
could  wish  :  she  is  a  nice  little  notable  wife,  knows  all  that 
is  necessary  to  be  done  in  a  family,  sets  out  her  table  well, 
and  does  the  honors  elegantly  :  she  is  expert  in  all  feminine 
works,  and  not  deficient  in  any  female  attainment  or  accom- 
plishment.'     Another  instance  is  that  of   Mr.  T ,    a 

clergyman  in  Berkshire,  doing  duty  at  a  distance  from  home, 
and  taking  pupils  ;  he  has  reared  a  daughter  under  many 
opposing  circumstances,  and  has  given  her  all  the  advantages 
his  pupils  have  derived  from  liim  ; — she  was  educated  with 
them  ;  and  yet  is  as  much  admired  for  her  delicate  elegance, 
and  her  singular  modesty,  as  for  her  knowledge.  Mr.  T 
should,  for  the  good  of  others,  detail  his  method.  We  know 
that  such  was  the  authority  he  maintained,  even  when  not 
immediately  on  the  spot,  that  no  pupil  dared  touch  even  a 

finger  of  the  lovely  little  girl. Do  not  tell  us,  good  friends, 

what  can  not  be  done; — we  tell  you  what  can  be  done. 
Any  thing  good  may  be  done,  if  we  will  try  and  persevere  ;— 
and  this  sentiment  we  wish  appended  to  the  immortal  Para^ 
eekusma, '  England  expects  bvery  man  to  bo  his  duty/ 

venience, 
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venience,  have  suffered  her  to  share  in  her  care  and 
kindness;  and  j\Irs.  Brett  might  have  been  trusted, 
aiid  her  alacrity  in  the  service  of  a  girl,  bereft  as 
completely  as  any  orphan  of  tlie  benefit  of  parents, 
would  not  have  needed  much  to  spur  it:  but  there 
are  some  things  which,  though  we  cannot^  or  will 
not,  do  them  ourselves,  we  are  not  fond  of  perform- 
ing by  deputy;  and  Lady  Luxmcre,  '  quite  shocked' 
at  tbe  idea  of  giving  Mrs.  Brett  so  much  trouble, 
and  informing  Mr.  Sydenham  that  he  did  not  know 
what  he  undertook  for,  when  he  proposed  his  sis- 
ter's being  troubled  with  '  Miss,'  ended  the  dis- 
cussion, jn  which  the  parson  w'as,  as  she  thought, 
^  little  presuming,  by  acceding  to  the  half-measure 
of  sending  '  Miss'  for  improvement  to  an  old  lady, 
who,  possessing  uncommon  advantages  of  educa- 
tion, had  been  compelled  to  resort  to  them  for  the 
support  of  herself  and  a  very  ancient  father,  and 
who  had  taken  a  house  between  the  earl's  mansion 
and  the  towp,  in  which  she  boarded  and  educated 
a  few  girls,  adding  to  her  gains,  which  were  not 
great,  by  taking  a  few  day-scholars.  The  hint 
being  given  under  the  suggestion  of  relieving  her 
ladyship  from  th^^t  which  must  sometimes  be  fa- 
tiguing, a  contract  was  made  for  sending  Gertrude, 
on  very  low  terms,  atoned  for  by  the  honor  of  the 
connection,  every  morning  to  be  taught  to  read 
and  to  work,  but  with  an  especial  prohibition  of 
her  learning  *  a  word  of  French^ — ^  I  do  not  un- 
derstand it  myself,'  said  Lady  Luxmore,  '  and 
therefore  it  would  not  be  proper  that  this  child, 
whom  1  keep  entirely  cut  of  charity,  poor  tiling  I 
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as  she  has  not  another  friend  in  the  world,  should 
be  learnt  it.' — Mrs.  Tonge  was  going  to  reply, 
but,  on  second  thoughts,  she  was  silent :  she  ven- 
tured to  ask,  whether  her  ladyship  did  not  think 
*  a  quarterns  dancing'  would  be  well  bestowed  on 
the  young  lady,  as  she  certainly  po^a/ most  terribly. 
With  some  difficulty,  the  point  was  carried  ;  and 
Gertrude,  not  knowing  what  she  was  to  expect, 
set  out  on  the  following  Monday  morning,  with  the 
undei -gardener  for  her  guide,  and  an  unhemmed 
glass-cloth  for  the  footman  by  way  of  praxis  in  the 
art  of  using  a  needle. 

Her  dress  had,  as  usual,  been  furnished  from 
the  family-chest,  all,  excepting  her  hat,  which 
cheap,  coarse,  and  of  the  village-form,  was  yet,  as 
being  new  and  not  ridiculous,  a  subject  of  pride. 
She  entered,  in  her  own  way,  a  large  room;  at  one 
corner  of  which,  sat  good  old  stately  Mrs  Tonge: 
in  the  centre  of  the  same  side,  and  opposite  the 
door,  an  Eng^lish  teacher,  and  at  the  lower  corner, 
one  of  the  same  rank,  but  French  in  nation,  and 
thoroughly  so  in  appearance.  Mrs.  Tonge  was 
more  than  commonly  plain ;  the  English  teacher 
was  handsome  ;  the  Frenchwoman  fme ;  but  to  the 
first,  Gertrude  felt  instantly  attached;  while  for  the 
two  others  she  conceived,  on  speaking  to  the  for- 
mer, and  on  looking  at  the  latter,  an  invincible 
aversion.  Mrs.  Tonge  was  surprised  at  the  fluency 
with  which  she  read.  To  her  question  '  who  had 
taken  so  much  pains  with  her?'  she  had  no  ans/>er 
to  return.  When  asked  *  how  she  had  learned  to 
read  so  v/ell?'  she  could,  with  truth,  siiy  '  she  did 

not 
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not  know,'  for  she  remembered  nothing  of  being 
taught  but  the  vexation  of  going  from  ba  to  ab, 
which  had  appeared  to  her  a  sad  inversion  of  the 
settled  order  of  things.  Encouraged  by  Mrs. 
Tonge,  who  was,  very  pardonably,  seeking  amuse- 
ment in  listening  to  her,  she  told  how  she  hoped 
she  should  have  got  on,  when  she  had  learned  ba, 
and  then  she  found  it  was  all  of  no  use  in  the 
world,  for  it  must  be  learnt  backwards. — After 
her  lesson  she  was  called  up  again  by  Mrs.  Tonge, 
and,  kept  quiet  by  the  injunction  of  a  finger,  she 
waited  till  a  young  lady  who  was  reading  aloud, 
paused.  Gertrude's  eyes  had  been  fixed  on  the 
reader's  lips,  and  she  could  not  take  them  off 
when  she  stopt.  Mrs.  Tonge  now  ordered  her  to 
attend  a  little  boy  whom  she  beckoned  to  her,  in  go- 
ing through  the  alphabet  by  sight  and  memory,  but 
perceiving  no  sign  of  attention,  she  said  louder, 
*  Do  you  hear  me,  Miss  Aubrey  ? — '  Yes,'  said 
she,  '  but  do  tell  me  what  she  there  has  been  read- 
ing; is  that  French?'  '  No,'  said  Mrs.  Tonge,  *  it 
is  Italian.' — '  And  what  about?'  *  'Tis  Davila's 
history  of  the  civil  wars  of  France,'  said  Mrs. 
Tonge,  with  perfect  good  nature.'  '  Wars  of 
France?'  repeated  Gertrude,  staring;  ^  but  how 
she  seems  to  like  it  1  shall  I  ever  read  Wars  of 
France  ?'  *  Yes,'  said  Mrs.  Tonge,  '  if  you  are 
good,  and  love  books,  and  take  pains.'  '  I  will 
take  pains,'  said  the  ardent  spirit ;  *  but  am  I  to 
hear  this  boy  ? — what  ?  his  letters  ? — why,  he's  as 
tall  as  me ;  only  measure  :  very  well.' — She  took 
the  book;  but,  much  to  her  surprise,  and  equally 

to 
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to  her  embarrassment,  she  perceived  several 
of  the  letters  blotted  out  with  a  pen.  *  What's 
this  for?'  said  she  to  her  new  pupil;  *  Say  no- 
thing/ replied  the  disciple  with  a  sort  of  cunning 
more  ludicrous  than  censurable ;  *  those  are  the 
letters  I  do  not  know  ;  so  I  shall  miss  them  ;  and 
you  see  she  can't  see  them ;  for  I  have  blurred 
them  out.'  Not  knowing  how  to  proceed  in  a  new 
case,  she  referred  to  her  principal :  little  master 
was  punished ;  and  Gertrude  was  instantly  hated 
by  almost  every  one  for  exposing  the  culprit :  she 
had  no  means  of  defending  or  excusing  herself; 
and  when  she  sat  down  in  her  place,  she  experien- 
ced the  first  overt  acts  of  the  world's  injustice  ;  but 
it  affected  her  little ;  something  within  told  her  she 
was  right,  and  she  repaid  scorn  with  scorn,  and 
elbowing  with  elbowing.  She  was  next  called  up 
by  the  French  teacher  :  to  this  citation  she  demur- 
red :  it  was  Lady  Luxmore's  express  order  that 
she  should  not  be  taught  a  '  word  of  French,'  and 
she  resisted,  till  Mademoiselle  making  her  repeat 
un,  deux,  trois,  quatre,  &c.  on  the  strings  of  her 
tent-frame,  she  submitted  for  want  of  the  means 
of  opposition. 

But  when  she  was  to  go  home,  new  distresses 
i^waited  her :  the  little  malignants  whom  her  ho- 
nesty in  the  discharge  of  her  office  had  stirred  up, 
had  got  to  her  new  hat,  and  with  a  dextrous  ap- 
plication of  their  fingers  to  the  crown,  which  had 
been  fabricated  of  what  is  called  chip,  in  its  na- 
tural state  of  Dutch  importation,  and  in  the  way 
least  likely  to  endure  ill  usage,  they  had  thrust  the 
8  centre 
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centre  into  the  form  of  a  cone.  She  was  in  dis- 
may ;  she  could  replace  it  very  imperfectly ;  but 
what  she  could  effect,  she  did,  with  the  conscious- 
ness that  what  had  been  her  only  pride  was  now  to 
be  numbered  with  her  other  many  mortifications. 
Another  misery  came  in  the  shape  of  a  message 
from  Mrs.  Tonge  to  Lady  Luxmore,  stating  that 
her  shoes  were  too  short :  this  was  too  much  to 
bear  :  she  took  upon  herself  the  vindication  of  her 
shoes  :  '  they  were  her  best  red  shoes  ;  and  her 
others  had  holes  in  them.' 

In  her  way  home,  she  felt  vastly  inclined  to 
complain  of  the  evils  she  had  endured ;  but  still 
she  was  convinced  that,  at  any  rate,  the  morning 
at  school  was  better  than  the  morning  at  home : 
she,  therefore,  went  to  the  opposite  extreme,  and 
suppressed  not  only  her  own  complaint  of  her  suf- 
ferings, but  that  of  Mrs.  Tonge  of  the  shoes. 

The  next  day  produced  new  sorrow  :  it  was  the 
day  of  initiation  in  dancing;  and  she  was  drest 
for  the  purpose.  As  she  was  to  wear  her  best, 
that  is,  her  most  tawdry  dress,  she  must  wear  her 
best  bonnet  and  cloke :  the  one  was  of  blue,  the 
other  of  gold-color,  edged  with  purple ;  and  that 
Mrs.  Tonge  might  see  how  fine  she  could  be,  she 
marched  up  the  school-room  as  she  entered  the 
house,  staring  around  her  as  if  demanding  applause 
as  the  atonement  for  the  cruelties  of  the  preceding 
day.  But  she  was  disappointed :  suppressed 
laughter  in  some,  was,  by  a  better  feeling,  reduced 
to  only  a  smile  in  others ;  but  the  sentiment  was 
the  same  in  its  nature,     '  My  dear/  said  Mrs, 

Tonge^ 
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Tonge,  *  who  dresses  you  so  fine? — '  The  countess 
of  Luxmore/  returned  Miss,  again  looking  round. 
*  And  is  this  your  dancing  dress  ?' — '  Yes ;  but  it 
is  not  my  best :  I  have  clothes  a  great  deal  finer 
than  these,  in  London,  much  better  than  any  of 
the  girls  here ;  but  Lady  Luxmore  thinks  these 
quite  good  enough  for  a  country  day-school.' — ■ 
IMrs.  Tonge  had  seen  too  much  of  young  minds  not 
to  understand  this,  and  the  workings  of  counte- 
nance with  which  it  was  accompanied. 

She  silenced  the  rising  burst  of  laughter  around 
her ;  and  only  said,  *  Well,  my  dear,  take  off  your 
walking-dress ;  for  with  your  blue  bonnet,  your 
yellow  and  purple  cloke,  your  embroidered  govvn^ 
and  the  green  petticoat  that  peeps  below  it,  to  say 
nothing  of  your  scarlet  shoes,  you  are  finer  than 
any  parrot  I  ever  saw.'  Gertrude  not  knowing 
how  to  understand  this,  did  as  she  was  bid ;  and 
the  dancing-master  soon  made  his  appearance. 

This  new  instructor,  when  she  was  introduced 
to  him,  was  pleased  with  her  make  and  figure,  the 
sti'ejigth  of  her  joints,  and  the  possibility  of  gaining 
credit  by  her.  The  poking,  and  a  bad  inclination 
of  her  left  foot,  he  cared  not  for;  '  they  would,'  he 
said,  *  soon  be  corrected  ;  but  she  who  had  heard 
of  these  faults  without  seeing  any  fair  effort  to 
correct  them,  till  she  supposed  they  were  always 
to  remain  with  her,  confirmed  him  that  they  were 
not  to  be  cured,  for  that  she  had  worn  a  steel  col- 
lar, ^nd  Lady  Luxmore  had  made  her  go  barefoot 
three  days ;  '  and  yet  she  was  no  better.'  The 
iiiaster  smiled,  and  next  adverted  to  the  uqfortu- 

4  nate 
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nate  business  of  the  short  shoes.  She  was  obliged 
to  confess  she  had  not  dared  to  mention  them,  and 
the  tears  with  which  her  high  spirit  condescended 
to  the  confession,  abated  the  dislike  she  was  in 
danger  of  incurring  all  around  her. 

On  returning  home,  siie  had  no  alternative :  she 
must  mention  her  shoes,  as  her  gardener-guide  was 
likewise  furnished  with  the  fact :  the  evil  was  cured, 
without  ex  pence  of  time  or  money,  the  next  morn- 
ing ;  for  the  weather  being  fortunately  very  fine, 
and  the  paths  quite  dry,  Lady  Luxmore  was  cer- 
tain she  '  could  take  no  harm'  by  the  liberation  of 
her  feet.  She,  therefore,  ordered  the  footman  with 
a  knife,  to  cut  across  the  extremity  of  the  shoe ; 
and  Gertrude's  foot  instantly  made  its  appearance 
an  inch  beyond  its  scarlet  scabbard.  The  laugh- 
ter, at  the  moment  of  her  entrance,  was  general ; 
and  the  poor  girl  had  nothing  left  but  to  brave  it : 
she  accused;  she  scolded,  and  by  naming  those 
who  had  been  the  ringleaders  in  distressing  her, 
she  raised  a  nest  of  hornets  about  her*. 

Equally 

*  It  is  very  much  to  be  wished  that  some  pains  were  taken 
in  collecting  juvenile  biography:  th6  attempt  would  carry 
us  back  nearer  to  those  sources  which  furnish  future  materi- 
,  als,  than  any  theory  can  do.  We  will  offer  a  few  verbal  in- 
stances of  simplicity  that  occur  to  our  recollection,  as  matter 
of  curiosity  and  amusement.  A  little  girl  of  five  years,  who 
had  been  uncommonly  well  trained  under  an  exemplary  mo- 
ther, asked  her  brother,  a  year  older,  this  question  :  *  Do  you 
know,  Robert,  that  after  you  die,  your  thinks  will  go  to  God?' 
Asking  her,  if  she  knew  the  meaning  of  persexerijig,  she  re- 
plied, *  Why,  persevering  is  being  trying  and  taking  pains.' 

Taking 
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Equally  exposed  to  error  and  to  censure,  by  the 
commendable  and  reprehensible  parts  of  an  ardent 

temper, 

Taking  leave  of  her  grandfather  after  dinner,  and  leaving 
him  alone,  she  seemed  to  be  going  to  wish  him  pleasant  com- 
pany ;  but,  as  if  recollecting  the  inconsistency  of  such  a 
wish,  she  altered  it  into,  *  I  wish  you  a  pleasant  by  your- 
self.'— Another  child  of  the  same  sex,  and  nearly  of  the 
same  age,  called  her  mother's  attention  to  an  irregularity  at 
the  breakfast-table,  by  saying,  *  Mama,  my  brother  has  got 
the  left  mug,'  meaning  the  wrongs  and  not  knowing  that  right 
had  two  contraries.  One  a  little  older,  being  desired  by  her 
father  to  ask  for  Potatoes^  and  not  for  Tatoes,  the  next  day 
asked  him  for  Po'turnips, 

Another  boy  who  had  seen  a  water-mill  casing  with  brick- 
work, and  afterwards  saw^ Sadler's  Wells  Theatre  repairing 
in  a  way  that  seemed  similar,  asked  if  that  too  was  going  to 
be  made  into  a  mill. 

Some  merriment,  but  more  vexation,  has  been  produced, 
by  attempting  to  tutor  children  to  behave  well  on  particular 
occasions.  A  deceased  friend  of  our's  taking  a  little  boy  to 
spend  a  summer-evening  with  his  godmama,  gave  him  a  few 
rules  of  conduct:  she  bade  him  shew  civility  to  the  master 
of  the  house,  and  not  mistake  any  of  the  servants  for  him  ; 
to  drink  only  two  cups  of  tea,  and  if  he  had  any  thing  to  eat 
that  had  butter  with  it,  to  use  his  handkerchief.  He  pro- 
mised obedience,  but  being  ushered  into  the  drawing-room  by 
a  man  of  an  appearance  for  which  he  was  not  prepared,  he 
turned  round  and  said,  *  Mama,  am  I  to  make  a  bow  now  ? 
I  can't  tell  whether  this  is  a  servant  or  a  gentleman,' — this 
was  got  over: — tea  came;  *  Mama,  those  cups  are  not  near  so 
large  as  our's  in  the  nursery ;  must  I  say  *  no  more,  thank 
you,'  for  only  two  of  these  ?' — ^The  lady  of  the  house  sent  for 
larger  cups.  About  to  help  himself  to  what  was  offered  to 
eat,  he  paused,  and  cried  out,  '  Mama,  I  can't  tell  whether 
there  is  butter  in  these  things ;  am  I  to  pull  out  my  handker- 
chief ?'    It  was  understood  that  master  wished  for  butter,  and 

it 
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temper,  acting  on  the  first  impulse,  and  not  having 
sense  enough  to  perceive  that  whdt  is  right  in  the 
end  aimed  at,  is  sometimes  wrong  in  the  means  by 
which  we  seek  that  end,  she  was  in  training  to 
learn  by  experience  the  evils  incurred  by  an  ill-di- 
rected zeal.  Every  body's  business,  every  body's 
cause  was  Gertrude's :  she  enquired  what  every 
pne  was  engaged  in ;  she  offered  her  assistance  to 
every  one  :  she  wanted  to  try  if  she  could  not  do 
every  one's  work,  and  choking  under  the  feelings 
of  mortified  pride,  when  she  was  compelled  to 
9ee  her  own  inability,  she  then  begged  with  diffi- 
dence, equal  to  her  former  confidence,  to  be  in- 
structed. Much  too  liberal  of  her  reproofs,  but 
seldom  bestowing  them  where  they  were  not  in 
some  measure  deserved,  she  was  a  terrible  cham- 
pion to  the  oppressed,  to  whom,  however,  she 
could  seldom  render  any  better  service  than  at- 
tracting that  ill  humor  to  herself  which  had  before 
had  another  object.  Of  the  w  orld's  injustice  she 
was  in  danger  of  forming  a  decided  opinion,  while 
she  could  not  understand  that  she  marred  the 
cause  she  supported,  by  the  intemperance  of  her 
support. 

Having  by  a  gentle  remonstrance  from  Mrs. 

it  was  ordered.  Walking  in  the  garden,  he  ran  to  pick  up 
some  apples  fallen  under  a  tree,  and  brought  them  to  the 
lady.  She,  supposing  he  wished  for  them,  desired  him  to 
keep  them  ;  he  replied,  *  No,  thank  you,  ma'am,  I  brought 
them  to  you  ;  for  my  mama  hgs  dumplings  made  for  us  of  the 
apples  that  fall,  and  I  thought  you  might  make  dumplings 
^00/ 

TongG 
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Tonge  been  prevailed  on  in  some  measure  to  over- 
come her  nature,  and  be  quiet,  and  for  this  enil 
being  kept  near  her  for  whom  alone  she  enter- 
tained any  deference,  Gertrude  was  content  '  to 
dwell,*  for  some  days,  '  in  decencies ;'  but  tl>e  ar- 
dent spirit  alas!  will  hnd  fuel  for  itself;  and  silly 
Gertrude,  persuaded  that  at  least  now,  if  never 
before  or  again,  she  must  be  and  be  judged  right, 
took  up  the  cudgels  in  behalf  of  a  little  mulatto- 
giH,  whom  she  thought  unfairly  treated,  and  with 
whom  she  had  made  a  friendship  of  compassion 
Tfeturned  by  gratitude.  Gertrude  had  seen  this 
pitiable  little  object,  who  vvas  newly  arrived,  shiver- 
ing with  cold  to  which  no  one  but  herself  was  sen- 
tsible :  she  had  hcaixl  her  laughed  at,  and  accused 
of  deceit:  it  w^as  not  very  comprehensible  to  a 
3i3ind  unprejudiced,  that  any  one  should  talie  pains 
to  be  very  miserable,  and  that  this  girl  was  very 
miserable  slie  did  not  doubt:  she  first  went  to 
Mi's.  Tonge,  and  told  her  timt  poor  Miss  Tropic 
ought  to  have  just  such  a  cloke  lined  with  fur  as 
Lady  Luxmore  had  in  winter,  and  she  did  not 
doubt  they  might  buy  one  at  Mr.  ]\Iedley's  shop, 
for  they  sold  there,  slie  saw,  candles  and  ribbons, 
and  cheese,  and  muslins  ;  and  when  Mrs.  Tonge 
cndeavoredj  in  a  soothing  tone,  to  bespeak  her 
patience,  she  became  disgusted  with  her  restraint, 
and  marched  o2*,  with  her  hemming-apparatus,  to 
the  quartei)s  of  Miss  Tropic,  whose  eyes,  on  sight 
of  her,  began  to  pour  down  new  ca?5cades  of  tears. 
Gertrude  enquired  into  the  proxiixiate  cause  of 
tliis  gusjj  of  w  oe,  and  iearat  it  £roEn  the  re -itera- 
-ypx*.  I.  o  tions 
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tions  of  those  around  her,  who  were,  cruelly  enougli^ 
reproaching  her  with  lier  country  and  color,  and 
woolly  hair,  to  which  the  aggrieved  damsel  replied 
by  expressions  that  went  to  the  heart  of  Gertrude, 
*  I  can't  help  my  country  ;'  '  I  an't  a  blacky ;'  *  I 
don't  come  qffV  In  a  rage  of  tears,  she  now  threw 
herself  on  Gertrude  as  her  only  reliance,  and  no- 
thing but  the  interference  of  the  higher  powers, 
M'hich  had  been  suspended  by  Mrs.  Tonge's  inter- 
est in  Gertrude's  singularity,  could  cahn  the  up- 
roar. Our  voluble  heroine  was  offended  with 
what  appeared  to  her  the  injustice  of  merely  part- 
ing combatants,  where  there  was  on  one  side  so 
much  aggression,  and  on  the  other  so  much  help- 
lessness. She  knew  not  that  poor  IMiss  Tropic 
and  her  persecutors  were  to  have  justice,  though 
it  was  deferred  ;  but  tliat  the  course  of  business  in 
a  school,  like  the  government  of  the  world,  did  not 
admit  of  stopping  the  machine  to  kill  Hies. 

A  little  more  pains  bestowed  by  ]\lrs.  Tonge, 
who  judiciously  treated  her  disciple  as  if  she  had 
been  much  older,  went  some  way  towards  con- 
vincing her  that  the  school  and  the  scholars  would 
take  care  of  themselves  without  her  interference; 
and  a  little  caprice  in  those  of  whose  regard  she 
thought  herself  certain,  gave  her  a  lesson  of  the 
world,  and  abated  her  interest  in  that  around  her. 
She  /  got  on'  more  easily,  and  attaching  herself  to 
Mrs.  Tonge,  she  carried  home  reports  which  she 
supposed  must  please  the  countess  of  the  fine  pros- 
pects of  knowledge  opening  to  her. 

But  a  very  short  time  destroyed  all  these  fair 
i  hopes. 
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hopes.  Gertrude,  accustomed  to  the  busy  scene 
of  school,  and  gratified  by  those  little  delegations 
of  power  which  implied  that  there  was  a  rank  of 
ignorance  below  her's,  was  disgusted  with  the 
stagnations  of  home ;  and  some  little  exhibitions  of 
this  feeling,  afforded  cause  for  complaining  that 
she  was  spoiled  at  school,  and  ended  in  Lady 
Luxmore's  professing  that  she  should  *  teach  her 
herself.* 


o  2  CHAP. 
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CHAPTER     XII. 


ji  pMe  governess,  Kew  neighbors.  Ill^besfowed  indufgenc^g. 
The  minL'ltiffs  oj'  Sunday,  JJow  to  hear  a  child  say  He  catf 
chism.  Ignorant  people  the  best  teachers  of  each  other.  IlutJ 
to  teach  irriting.  Trash-literature.  Religion  '  a  good  plan' 
J  or  the  poor.  How  to  ?nis-use  good  boohs.  A  course  of  *«- 
perior  reading.  Hoxo  to  mah  a  child  love  lying.  The  aixan^ 
tages  of  learning  to  hnic.     Poor  Sunday  ! 

At  that  grand  day  of  new  arrangements,  in  some 
counties,  called  old  St.  Michael,  j\Ir.  Sydenham 
and  his  little  flock  became  settled  inhabitants  of 
the  rectory-house,  at  Luxmore,  much  to  the  satis- 
faction of  Gertrude,  who  sadly  needed  something 
to  compensate  for  the  privation  she  had  experienced 
in  being  taken  from  the  swift  stream  of  amusement 
she  had  found  at  school,  and  deposited  in  the  mill- 
pond  of  the  countess's  neglect;  for  that  most 
wretched  of  all  demons,  the  demon  of  procrastina- 
tion, had  put  off,  from  day  to  d^y,  her  ladyship  s 
assumption  of  the  office  of  a  teacher,  till  it  ceased 
to  exist  even  in  intention.  Gertrude,  ignorant  of 
the  discipline  that  Mr.  Sydenham  would  preserve 
in  his  house,  supposed  that  just  as  many  pupils  as 
he,  brought,  just  so  many  playfellows  she  should 
find ;  and  to  this  time  she,  with  considerable  pa- 
tience,/o7'  her,  postponed  her  wishes  to  be  able  to 
(do  many  things,  which,  she  could  not  doubt,  Por- 

targis^ 
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targis-,  and  th^  rest  of  *  the  boys  at  Sydenham's  ; 
as  she  heard  them  styled  when  spoken  of  by  the 
countess,  as  pests  in  prospect,  could  '  shew  hef 
the  way  to  do.' 

In  part  of  her  hopes  she  was  disappointed :  *  Sy- 
denham' introduced  no  one  of  '  his  boys'  but  the 
viscount:  his  own  son  was  not  enquired  for ;  and 
^Ir.  Sydenham  never  asked  admissions.  But,  Cf 
one  happy  day  in  the  week  Gertrude  was  certain, 
a^  Lord  Portargis  wa^,  for  the  sake  of  cultivatinc^ 
his  mama's  afiection,  to  spend  Sunday,  after 
church,  with  her.  During  three  or  four  of  these 
hebdomadal  visits,  the  means  seemed  to  promise 
the  desired  end  ;  and  Gertrude,  in  the  joy  of  re- 
covering this  dear  })artner  of  her  infancy,  forgot  all 
her  vexations ;  but  Mr.  Sydenham  began  to  find 
that,  liovvevcf  well  his  plan  njight  succeed  in  it^ 
purpose,  it  might  be  attended  with  evil  greater 
than  the  benefit  Ail  that  passed  on  this  day  be- 
came a  mystery,  on  which  Portar^gis,  tvho  till  now, 
gave  no  cause  of  complaint,  refused  as  if  bound 
by  a  promise,  to  throw  any  light.  He  had  money 
which  he  spent  in  greater  profusion  arid  more  pri- 
vacy than  was  good  ;  the  apothecary  was  oftener 
needed,  and  why  could  only  be  guessed  at,  he  was 
more  refractory  on  ]\Ionday  than  on  any  day  of 
the  week.  It  was  $CK)n  evident  that  his  mother 
treated  him  with  an  mibourKled  an-d  pernicious  in- 
dulgence; and  some  expressions  that  escaped  her 
when  Mr.  Sydenham  hinted  this,  shewed  pretty 
evidently  that  she  meant  to  outbid  her  husband  in 
X\lo  purchase  of  &i*e  yoii^^g  viscount's  filiai  affection. 

Tlie 
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The  matter  could  not  lopg  remain  in  abeyance ; 
and  before  tbe  time  of  the  countess's  resuming  lier 
London-residence,  she  was  allowed  to  see  her  son 
only  when  Mr.    Sydenham  was  present.      This 
would  have  been  a  greater  grievance  than  it  pro- 
ved to  Gertrude,  had  not  Lady  Luxmore's  scheme 
of  monopoly,  almost  entirely,  prevented  all  inter- 
course between  the  children.     If  they  attempted 
to  leave  the  house,  or  even  the  room,  in  quest  of 
their  amusements,  they  were  Cjalled  bacK  :  objec- 
tions were  made  to  the  weather,  or  fear  was  ex- 
prest  for  the  viscount's  health,  or  it  was  so  cruel 
to  leave  her  all  alone  ;  and  when  all  other  means 
of  keeping  his  lordship  quiet,  failed,  she  resorted 
to  the  ingenious  device  of  pricking  a  card  through 
in  the  form  of  a  B,  or  a  P,  or  an  L,  or  something 
as   surprising,   and  which  she  could  accomplish, 
and  setting  him  with  a  needle  and  colored  silk,  to 
make  himself  start  at  the  portrait  produced  by  his 
fingers.     Ignorance  and  expectation  induced  him 
to  comply  once;  and  he  received  the  encouragement 
of  being  assured  he  '  would  soon  work  better  than 
Gertrude,'  but  his  lordship  declined  the  honor  *, 

If 

*  We  endeavor  in  this  work,  to  give  the  result  of  experi- 
ence and  observation;  but  much,  very  much  are  we  obliged 
to  omit;  and  were  it  not  for  the  happy  resource  of  half  a 
page  of  longprimerf  now  and  then,  we  must  be  more  deficient. 
Lady  Luxmore's  control  here  recalls  to  our  remembrance  au 

early  connection  of  our  family,  the  old  marchioness  of  T 

The  good  lady  living  near  us,  was  the  torment  of  our  child- 
hood, by  an  interference  which  drew  on  us,  very  often,  an 
increase  of  severity.     She  had  two  daughters,  of  no  account 
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If  fhey  amused  themselves  in  her  presence,  so  as 
to  seem  insensible  to  it,  she  reclaimed  their  atten- 
tion by  proposing  some  of  the  obsolete  sports  of 
her  ciiildhood,  or  by  intreating  them  to  *  recollect 
that  it  was  Sunday.'  Her  son  was  beginning  to 
understand  and  to  see  through  this,  and,  had  the 

in  her  eyes,  and  a  son  who  was  her  pride  ai^d  only  object  in 
life.  He  was  a  lovely,  sjiirited  boy,  writhing  under  her  soli- 
citudes, and  perhaps  sometimes  stimulated  by  them  to  oppose 
negligence  to  prudence,  Wh<'n  at  play  with  us,  and  in  no  pos- 
sible danger,  she  would  recall  him  literally  in  these  words  : 
*  My  Lord  !  come  hither  this  instant ;  you  will  run,  and  over- 
heat yourself,  and  get  a  surfeit,  and  a  fever,  and  the  small 
pox,  and  die/  Her  care  had  not  sutfered  him  to  be  inocula- 
ted ;  and  we  have  accompanied  her  in  a  tour  round  a  village- 
common,  enquiring  at  every  house  where  she  thought  there 
was  illness,  whether  it  was  the  small-pox.  At  one  door  she 
happened  to  see  the  apothecary's  horse  ;  she  ferreted  out  the 
poor  woman.  *  Well  !  mistress,  I  suppose  you  have  got  the 
small-pox  here/  *  No,  indeed,  my  lady  ;  but  my  husband 
has  broke  his  leg,  and  we  are  afraid  it  will  be  fatal/  *  O  I 
is  that  all?  I  was  a/Vaid  it  was  the  small-pox/  To  re- 
turjj  to  his  lordship :  he  had  a  tutor  at  home,  under 
whose  eye  he  took  an  airing  on  his  poney  daily  in  sight 
of  the  house;  he  had  a  servant  to  lead  the  horse,  and 
one  on  each  side  ;  yet  he  was  thrown  and  dragged  in  the  stir- 
rup !  and  once  contrived,  for  he  was  very  ingenious,  to  amuse 
himself  with  the  garden-roller,  till  it  deposited  him  in  a  piece 
of  water  thai  hud  a  steep  descent  of  turf.  He  died,  sweet  lad  I 
at  fourteen,  of  the  measles  ;  and  her  ladyship,  a  widow  from 
cjirly  life,  lived  to  bury  her  daughters.  She  was,  with  all  her 
weaknesses,  a  good  and  kind-hearted  woman,  with  great  pri<le 
and  great  condescension.  She  once  occsisioned  some  merri- 
ment in  the  drawingrroom  at  St.  James*s,  by  calling  out  to  a 
nobleman  her  neighbor,  and  who  was  lord  of  the  manor  in 
which  her  villa  was  situated,  *  iMy  lord  duke,  I  wish  you 
would  order  the  hogs  to  be  rung  /  but  still  we  wish  there 
wjcie  more  such  old  marchionesses  as  she  was. 

practice 
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practice  of  this-  iiidulgcncc  ?wt  been  discontiniaccJ, 
it  GOuUt  not  niach  longer  have  done  hiin  the  same 
sort  of  harm  as  heretofore ;  but  it  uould.  perliaps, 
have  prodiieed  open  rebellion  ;  and  tlierefore  it  was 
better  dropt ;  he  had  proceeded  so  far  as  to  wish 
that  there  was  no  Sunday,  and  to  ask  if  Gatty 
could  not  come  to  play  \\ith  him  instead  of  his 
coming  home;  but  this  inefficient  wish  did  not 
much  mend  matters.  Mr.  Sydenham  and  Lady 
Lux  more  were  driven  to  an  unpleasant  explanation, 
which  ended  in  her  going  to  town  in  April,  resolved 
never  to  return  to  Luxmore  *  till  that  insolent 
man  was  under  ground  there.' 

The  expence  of  a  London  spring,  compelled 
her  ladyship,  or  the  acquired  habit  induced  her, 
to  resume  her  plan  of  oeconomy ;  and  at  the  end  of 
the  spring,  she  had  found  out  that,  as  staying  at 
home  was  the  cheapest  of  all  plans,  a  London 
suwmier  might  be  tolerated.  It  was  in  this  sum- 
mer that  she  began  the  important  business  of  Ger^ 
trude's  education.  She  rummaged  out  an  old 
common-prayer  book  *  which  the  child  could  not 
apoil,'  and  out  of  which  she  might  learn  the  churciw 
catechistrt:  she  borrowed  a  spelling-book  of  the 
foot  boy,  and  she  bought  a  cop\-hook,  which,  with 
the  episode  of  hemming  dusters,  and  the  never- 
ceasing  sevvjuiT  to  lengthen  her  clothes,  formed  the 
prospectus  of  the  undertaking. 

Let  no  one  presume  to  teach,  who  has  not  had' 
the  patierw:e  to  learn.     Lady  Luxmore  know  not 

what 
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ssrhat  she  UEdeitook  even  io  the  shameful  little  she 
praposed.  In  three  SuiKlays,  the  catechetical  of- 
fkce  was  so  wearying,  that  she  had  contri\'ed  to 
abridgre  most  of  the  interrogatories  in  a  uiethod 
defying  all  recollectiori  of  the  original  composition; 
and  with  those  answers  which  she  supposed  her 
pupil  had  already  by  heart,  she  dispensed*,  never 
once  reflectini^;  that  it  was  the  form  and  solemnity 
that  were  to  discipline  the  mi  ad  to  that  attention 
and  obedience  which  prepare  the  way  for  the  ad- 
mission of  religious  truths.  The  spelling  she 
turned  over  to  the  owner  of  the  book,  adopting  a 
philosophical  axiom  of  her  own,  that  two  ig- 
norants  must  improve  each  other.  Beyond  oblique 
strokes  that  stood  in  all  directions,  and  ovals  that 
were  every  thing  bnt  oval,  she  could  not  attend 
the  pen  of  Gertrude ,'  and  nothing  now  prospered 
but  the  duster-hemming,  and-  the  eking. 

But  Gertrude's  mmd  was  not  inactive  :  sl^  had 
indeed  ik)  one  to  inform  her,  but  she  could  wonder; 
and  a  natural  instinct  pointing  out  to-  her  a  book  as 
her  oaiy  assistaiat,  her  sedulity  in  reading,  overcame 
all  remaining  difficulty,  and  excepting  a  few  uncouth, 
^vords  which  none  of  the  servants  could  explaia 
Gr  pronounce,,  she  had  rna,de  herself  mistress  of 
the  exploits  of  the  King  and  the  Cobler,  Guy  carl 
of  Warwick,.  Robi^  Hood,  and  the  fate  of  Johnny 
Armstrong,  the  latter  of  whom  appeared  to  her  an 
inimitable  hero.  Tlie  first  volume  of  Robinson 
Crusoe  was  a  treasure  that  repaid  her  for  risking 
her  neck  ia  cHmbing,  some  shelves  to  get  at  it,  qa 

it 
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it  lay  buried  amongst  band-boxes.  She  found  also 
a  comedy  ;  but  it  puzzled  her  :  .she  could  not  con- 
ceive persons  speaking,  of  aa  hose  presence,  neither 
her  eve  nor  her  ear,  nor  any  previous  information 
wave  her  notice.  The  '  West  Indian,'  therefore, 
which  was  the  comedy  she  had  stumbled  on,  after 
dislodging  the  cat,  was,  shame  to  say  !  for  once, 
and  perhaps  only  once  since  it  existed,  laid  aside 
as  *  stupid  nonsense.' 

By  the  time  she  had  finished  as  many  repetitions 
of  these  re-perusals  as  had  served  to  commit  to 
memory  many  of  the  sentences  verbaWn^  she  was 
in  some  danger  through  the  kindness  of  the  ser- 
vants, of  acquiring  the  worst  taste  for  that  sort  of 
literature  denominated  trash.  A  volume  of  Tom 
Jones  was  not  the  best  code  of  ethics  that  could 
have  fallen  in  her  way,  but  this  was  harmless, 
compared  to  halfpenny-sheets  of  ballads,  and  col- 
lections of  similar  poetry,  under  all  the  fantastical 
names  that  can  give  hints  to  the  vicious  and  de- 
ceive the  virtuous.  Fortunately,  at  this  period,  a 
visitor  exprest  her  surprise  that  her  ladyship  had 
not  *  made  more  use'  of  religion  in  her  plan,  than 
appeared  from  the  answers  IMiss  Aubrey  returned 
to  a  few  simple  questions  put  to  her.  Lady  Lux- 
more  after  this,  took  more  seriously  into  consider- 
ation *  the  utility'  of  religion  as  a  branch  of  educa- 
tion, and  assured  every  l)ody,  to  whom  she  men- 
tioned the  subject  of  ^  that  poor  child,'  that  she 
should  make  her  as  religious  as  possible;  she 
thought  it  '  the  best  plan  for  poor  people.' 

ThQ 
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The    Church-catechism  had  been    laid  aside, 
and  it  was  deemed  needless  to  resume  it,   as  she 
some  months  before,  knew  it  by  heart.    The  novel 
scheme  was  tliat  of  setting  her  to  learn  four  verses 
of  a  psalm  daily,  which  she  was  to  let  her  patroness 
know  she  had   repeated  to  one  of  the  servants. 
There  was  no  one  at  hand  to  point  out  the  defect 
of  a  project  which  might  leave  for  Tuesday  the 
completion  of  a  sentence  learned,   and,  perhaps, 
forgotten  on  Monday.     She  began ;  and  had  she 
been  made  to  exert  herself,  the  task  would  have 
been   nothing;    but    she  was  equally  disinclined 
to  the  business,   and  incapable  of  understanding 
what  she  got  by  rote  in  this  way.     The  figurative 
language  was  not  only  unintelligible  to  her,  but 
sometimes  ludicrous  in  her  conception  of  it,  and 
her  acquirement  was  visible  only  in  the  prophanc 
use  she  innocently  made  of  phrases  she  could  not 
comprehend.     Watts's  hymns  coming  in  the  coun- 
tess's  way,  she  thought  they  would  furnish  admi- 
rable daily  doses  to  be  taken  in  the  same  manner; 
but  having,   in  giving  her  the  book,    mentioned 
something  of  *  Presbyterian  cant'  in  a  tone  that 
gave  her  an  indistinct  idea  of  contempt,  the  rhyme 
alone  caught  her  favorable  attention,  and  the  sen- 
timents passed  over  her  mind  with  a  sort  of  caveat, 
as  ^  fit  only  for  poor  people,   and  beneath  ladies/ 
The  prose  loves  of  Py ramus  and  Thisbe,   came 
next  to  hand;    and  with  Foxton's  Moral  Songs, 
and  the  history  of  Herod  and  Mariamne,  formed 
pretty  nearly  the  whole  scale  of  ]\Iiss  Aubrey's 
i^vere  studies. 

ShQ 
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She  could  now  read  well  enough  to  amuse ;  and 
ao  experuncnt,  luade  in  indisposition,  taught  the 
countess  that  she  could  employ  her  in  this  \^  ay, 
and  thus  grow  wise  by  deputy.  '  Sir  Charles  Gran- 
dison'  wsis  the  first  book  brought  fonvard  for  this 
pm'pose.  Lady  Luxmorc  was  not  averse  to  re- 
freshing her  memory,  and  it  was  entered  on  with 
avidity.  If  kmg  David  and  Dr.  Watts  had  not 
preceded  poor  Richardson,  some  indignation  mu&t 
be  excited  on  reflectins;  how  such  a  work  must  be 
misused  and  misunderstood  in  the  hands  of  a  child. 

But  the  unfortunate  baronet  was  soon  laid  aside: 
he  existed  only  as  far  as  tke  second  volume  of  his 
exploits.  Goodness  is  monotonous:  and  the  stery 
did  not  go  on  half  fast  enough  for  the  impatience 
of  the  auditor.  Telcmachus  succeeded  ;  but  the 
amiable  archbishop  soon  made  hia  bow,  and  re- 
tired behind  the  scenes  to  make  way  for  Monsieur 
Galland,  whose  translation  of '  the  Arabian  Nights' 
entertainments,  translated  again  into  English, 
seemed  to  he  exactly  the  desideratum  in  literature. 

The  duster-hemming,  and  all  other  occupations, 
were  now  laid  aside  for  the  ogres  and  ogresses  : 
the  work,  twice  read  through,  was  begun  a  third 
time  :  the  *  Persian  Tales'  succeeded  ;  and  by  that 
period,  the  veading-rage  was  over :  but  tlic  mischief 
of  such  employment  was  at  spring-tide,  and  such 
a  waste  of  time  was  not  to  be  retrieved.  Gertrude's 
imagination  had  kindled  at  the  torch  of  fiction, 
und  '  splendide  mendax,'  she  would  fabricate  im- 
possible events,  and  detail  them  with  a  hardi- 
hood   that    might    have    puzzled,    and  perhaps 

shocked, 
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shocked,  those  -who  knew  not  her  studies.  To  ex- 
cite wonder  was  become  her  crreatest  delight,  and 
giving  way  to  an  impulse,  that  in  her  was  innocent, 
but  which,  nevertheless,  called  for  immediate  cor- 
rection, s}>e  made  confusion  without  end,  by  the 
fabulous  recitals  with  which  she  pleased  herself, 
and  deceived  the  houshold. 

The  countess  was  now,  in  pursuance  of  the 
present  system,  more  than  three  quartei^  of  the 
year  in  London ;  and  the  interval  was  consumed 
at  a  villa. — Gertrude,  at  an  apparent  stand  as  to 
all  improvement,  was  still  dis[)Osed  to  enquiry  and 
deduction.  It  cannot  be  imagined  that  Lady  Lux- 
more  was  less  wayward  to  her  dependant  than  to 
otiiers.  The  poor  girl  had  much  to  endure  irom 
her  caprice,  her  parsimony,  and  something  differ- 
ent from  both,  w4iich  looked  like  a  tendency  to 
aversion.  She  now  spoke  to  her  and  treated  her 
as  a  being  of  uncommon  stupidity  and  deficiency. 
She  sealed  to  take  it  for  admitted,  that  she  could 
not  do  what  every  one  else  did.  Not  distinguish- 
ing between  the  natural  want  of  a  moral  qualit}'^, 
and  the  mischief  done  to  the  moral  sense  by  her 
own  act,  she,  when  Gertrude  was  detected  in  fa- 
bricating falshoods,  supposed  her  incapable  of 
truth  :  she  saw  not  in  her  childish  fictions — in  her 
talking  of  children  stolen  and  secreted — in  her  de- 
scribing toys  that  spoke,  and  wooden  horses  that 
galloped — any  relation  to  the  oriental  hyperbole, 
with  which  she  had  saturated  her  mind ;  she  stig- 
matized her  as  a  liar,   and  would  have  '  let  slip' 

at 
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at  her  the  tongues  of  her  loMTst  servants,  if  they 
had  not  more  nicjcy  tlian  their  nohle  mistress; 
yet  she  remained  a  favorite ;  and  still  more  mis- 
chief might  have  resulted  from  their  encourage- 
ment in  evil,  than  from  Lady  Luxmore's  discou- 
ragement of  good,  when  they  dried  up  her  tears 
with  an  ohscrvation,  that  ^  all  young  gentlemen 
and  ladies  would  tell  fibs  sometimes.' 

Not  the  smallest  record  was  kept  of  some  little 
occasional  feelings  of  compassion  for  others,  of  the 
determination  ^  to  be  very  good,'  often  and  often 
repeated,  of  the  wish  for  power  to  relieve  distress, 
or  the  glow  of  something  like,  at  least,  the  love  of 
virtue,  at  the  hearing  of  a  good  action  :  Lady 
Luxmore  might  fairly  indeed  excuse  herself,  by 
asking,  *  How  should  I  know  all  this?'  True — ye 
who  must  be  told  all  things,  may  be  pardoned  in 
your  ignorance  ;  but  there  is  a  mind  now  and  then 
inhabiting  a  human  body,  which  needs  not  the  loud 
proclamation  of  the  tongue. — We  watch  for  early 
rose-buds — ^we  hope  they  are  forming — we  per- 
suade ourselves  they  are  perceptible— we  are  con- 
fident, and  they  expand. — Are  infant- virtues  less 
to  be  looked  for? — Are  they  less  valuable  than 
rose-buds  ? 

Gertrude  had  now  accomplished  her  ninth  year; 
and  scarce  a  day  past  without  some  proof  that 
her  patroness  would  gladly  be  rid  of  her,  could 
she  but  supply  her  place  agreeably.  AVhenever 
any  girl  of  superior  advantage  or  imaginary  recom- 
mendations, ca,me  with  some  one  of  Lady  Lux- 
more's  visitors,  to  bear  a  part  in  the  morning  no- 
thingness, 
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.thingness,  to  be  gazed  at,  or  to  dazzle  at  an  evening- 
party,  poor  Gertrude  was  sure  to  hear  some  mor- 
tifying comparison.  If  Lady  Luxmore  left  her  in 
the  carriage  while  she  made  a  series  of  calls,  she 
was,  on  her  return,  told  what  charming  girls  had 
been  seen,  how  elegantly  they  conducted  them- 
selves, and  if  the  evening  had  been  spent  quietly 
from  home,  how  sAveetly  they  made  tea,  and  how 
happy  it  would  have  been  had  '  Miss'  resembled 
them  ;  every  thing  but  their  dress  was  praised  ;  and 
this,  perhaps,  it  was  as  well  to  pass  over. 

On  a  mind  like  the  countess's,  no  impression 
could  be  made  by  those  indications  which  nature 
sometimes  puts  forth  in  young  minds,  and  which, 
if  fairly  regarded,  are  useful  in  assisting  to  decide 
on  the  correction  or  improvement  to  be  aimed  at 
Her  ladyship  seemed  to  look  out  only  for  attempts 
at  opposition,  and  Gertrude  soon  found  that. next 
to  any  complaint  of  the  increasing  uncouthness 
of  her  clothing,  which  was  generally  punished  with 
imprisonment,  or  some  article  of  dress  still  more 
degrading,  the  wish  to  learn,  was  the  highest  crime 
she  could  commit:  it  was  considered  as  rebellion, 
and  crushed  in  its  hrst  state  of  existence. 

The  servants  had  been  the  amusing  companions 
of  her  younger  years  :  they  were  now  sought  as 
her  consoling  friends  ;  and  as  her  ladyship  had 
many  new  sets  in  the  course  of  tiie  sun's  progress 
through  the  zodiac,  these  comfort trs  were  gene- 
rally "bad  and  succeeded  by  worse.  The  truth, 
perhaps   heightened   by   a  little  mahce,   reached 

Gertrude'^ 
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Gea*trude's  eai'  whenever  Lady  Lux  more  was  naaned; 
aiad  such  a  spiiit  as  hers  rnigiit  have  been  coun- 
sselled  into  any  excess  of  rashness,  had  not  this  pe- 
riod of  her  age  produced  a  revolution,  even  in  her 
infant  mind. 

The  reader  will  pardon  the  detail  of  little  cir- 
cumstances :  they  are  in  their  nature  elucidating. 
Gertrude,  we  have  premised;  is  no  fiction :  such 
a  scheme  ot  education  was  pursued,  and  it  would 
be  of  no  use  unless  detailed  minutely. 

That  children,  if  not  found  in  employment,  will 
fmd  it  for  themselves,  is  an  observation  confirmed 
daily  and  hourly  by  the  ingenious  mischief  of 
many  a  busy  little  mind.  Gertrude  was  not  mi- 
serable, though  restless,  in  ignorance:  she  was 
gasping  for  knowledge ;  and  whatever  she  saw 
done  by  others,  she  aimed  at  doing  herself.  liaving 
seen  the  maid-servants  knitting,  slie,  one  Sunday 
morning,  stole  some  worsted, — her  allowance  of 
one  penny  per  week  not  allowing  her  to  purchase; 
and  having  set  herself  up  in  her  new  employ  com- 
pletely, by  begging  a  knitting-needle,  which  she 
broke  in  tu  o,  she  went  to  Lady  Luxmore's  newly- 
ai'rived  personal  servant,  to  ask  hei'  to  shew  her 
how  to  use  her  implements.  Sunday  morning  wa» 
particularly  convenient  for  the  purpose,  as,  out  of 
respect  for  the  day,  the  ogres  and  ogresses,  who 
were  again  in  requisition,  were  laid  aside ;  and  it 
was  not  the  invariable  custom  of  the  house  to  go 
to  church :  Lady  Luxmore  was  generally  busy 
about  noon  settling  her  accounts ;  and  any  HtHle 
job  of  needle-work  tliat  she  chose  Aiot  to  trust  to 

her 
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her  woman,  was  reserved  for  those  dull  hours, 
when,  as  she  sagaciously  observed,  the  town 
looked  '  as  if  the  plague  was  in  it,'  and  the  bells 
sounded  as  if  dismissing  the  inhabitants  to  ^  their 
long  homes.'  Sunday,  she  taught  all  aboat  her, 
was  a  dismal  day:  the  weather  was  always  forlorn, 
and  the  fire  burnt  worse  on  that  day,  than  on  any 
other  in  the  week. 

With  these  proper  and  consoling  notions  of  tha 
day  which  brings,  to  every  good  mind,  a  blessing 
and  a  comfort,  Gertrude  mounted  the  upper  stairs 
in  search  of  Mrs.  Stockall.  and  requested  her  to 
dve  her  a  lesson  in  knittinj^.  The  woman  was 
not  of  the  common  description  of  great  ladies' 
great  maids  :  she  was,  on  the  contrary,  a  plain  el- 
derly woman,  such  as  Lady  Luxmore  would  not 
have  condescended  to  employ  in  that  capacity, 
had  not  the  fame  '  her  place'  had  acquired,  left 
her  almost  without  an  option.  To  Gertrude's  re- 
quest, she  answered  by  reminding  her,  that  it  was 
Sunday.  The  dialogue  that  ensued  may  easily  be 
inferred :  the  adult  enforced,  in  a  homely  way, 
the  observance  of  the  sabbath;  the  infant  con- 
tended for  that  liberty  which  allowed  the  com- 
pliance with  her  wish:  Miss,  all  tlie  while, 
pursuing  the  knitting,  Avhich  intuitively  she  had 
comprehended. 

Mrs.  Stockall  pursued — But  do  you  not  know, 
my  child,  that  the  breaking  any  one  of  these  com- 
mandments, which  you  seem  to  know  so  well  by 
heart,  will  be  punished  in  the  next  world  ? 

YOL.  I.  p  ^  What 
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*  What  is  that  to  mer*  replied  Gertrude  ;  '  I 
shall  be  dead ;  and  then  I  cannot  feel  being 
punished/ 

Without  any  intentional  energy,  but  naturally 
affected  by  the  subject,  the  woman  replied,  look- 
ing stedfastiy  at  the  young  lady's  hraxura 
countenance, — '  But  you  will  be  brought  to  life 
again  in  the  next  world,  and  will  feel  punishment 
as  much  as  you  would  now.' 

Is  it  too  much  to  say,  that  this  moment,   and 
these  words,  decided  the  future  character  of  Ger- 
trude Aubrey  ?  There  can  be  no  fear  of  departing 
from  probability  in  the  assertion;   for  it  is  fact; 
and  if  in  Gertrude  there  was  any  subsequent  good- 
ness,  connected  with  sentiments  of  obedience  to 
the  Divine  Will : — if  she  felt  pleasure,  beyond  the 
mere  instinct  of  natural  benevolence,  in  those  acts 
of  kindness  which  her  conscience  approved  : — if 
she   lamented   most  sorely   every  deviation  from 
what  she  thought  right,  and  that  early  negligence 
wdiich  left  her  all  to  do  for  herself,  all,  all  originated 
from  this  moment  of  simple  conviction.     It  would 
not  have  been  vvonderful,  had  enthusiasm  caught 
hold  of  an  imagination  thus  exerted  and  left  to  its 
own  excitation.  Let  us  see  how  this  dangerous  pro- 
pensity, the  rock  of  an  ardent  spirit,  was  avoided. 
No  question  of  the  truth  or  authority  of  what 
she  had  heard,  disturbed  the  new  convert :  it  ac- 
counted satisfactorily  to  her  mind,  for  all  that  had 
heretofore  puzzled  and  perplexed  her;   and  when 

she 
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^he  considered  that  she  once  had,  as  she  had  heard 
by  chance,  and  found  corroborated  in  the  little 
she  had  read,  been  created  out  of  nothing,  she 
knew  not  how  she  could  dispute  the  possibility  of 
her  being  revived  from  that  state  to  which  she 
-was  aware,  in  theinstance  of  her  father  and  others, 
persons  were  reduced^  She  felt  that  it  was  right 
and  consistent-  and  she  began  to  ask  herself  con- 
fasedly  a  question  that,  if  analyzed,  was,  what 
manner  of  persons  those  Nvith  this  prospect  ought 
to  be. 


P  2  ■       •         CHAP. 
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J  nni  apofhtrari;.     A  fine  scIiooL     i\>u  pretcrifes.    Kcw  I  rent- - 
ment.     New  ideas  and  iiavpursiiits.     Dressing  for  *■  the  ball** 

Whether  her  ladyship  began  to  be  ashamed  of 
her  protegees,  more  vibiblc  defects,  or  of  iier  own 
unfair  negligence,  it  matters  not  to  enquire.  An 
accidental  circumstance  decided  her  as  to  the  part 
she  should  take  in  the  business  of  supplying  them. 
On  some  otfence  given  her  by  her  apothecary,  she 
sent,  when  attacked  next  by  a  spasmodic  disorder 
in  the  stomach,  for  a  young  practitioner  in  the 
neighborhood,  who,  turning  out  very  handsome, 
very  specious,  and  '  very  attentive,'  soon  had  the 
felicity  of  getting  into  high  favor.  Frequent  visits 
producing  intimacy,  he  caressed  Gertrude,  not 
only  as  a  child,  but  as  a  child  whose  best  recom- 
mendation was  Lady  Luxmore's  partiality,  la- 
mented the  trouble  such  a  charge  must  occasion 
her  ladyship  in  her  delicate  state  of  health,  and 
hoped  the  object  of  her  philanthropic  beneficence, 
would  always  retain  a  due  sense  of  her  obligation  : 
he  next,  and  at  a  proper  distance  of  time,  mention- 
ed his  own  interests  and  concerns  :.  liis  mother  and 
sisters  had,  till  now,  lived  in  the  country,  where 
their  health  had  suffered  greatly  from  a  stagnant 
humidity  of  the  atmosphere  :  iiis  sisters  had  been 
%  ^   .  obliged. 
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obliged,  on  this  account,  to  give  up  the  profitable 
concern  they  had  been  for  some  years  engaged  in, 
of  keeping  a  large  boarding-school :  they  meant 
nou"  to  raise  a  few  scholars  in  his  liouse,  whicb, 
as  he  was  contracting  for  a  partnership  at  a  small 
distance,  and  which  would  require  his  residence,  he 
should  soon  quit  to  them  :  they  would  think  them- 
selves very  much  honored,  might  they  have  the 
care  of  Miss  Aubrey  on  very  easy  terms  :  he  could 
say  of  them,  that  '  they  were  excellent  women,' 
had  ^  read  a  great  deal,'  and  '  possessed  whatever 
was  requisite  in  female  education.' 

Lady  Luxmoce  listened^  and,  soon  after,  re- 
ceiving some  new  offence  from  what  she  called 
■the  impertinence  of  Miss,'  which  impertinence  con- 
sisted, pei'haps,  in  asking  a  question  her  ladyship 
could  not  answer,  she  made  a  visit  to  Mrs.  and 
the  Miss  Mendalls.  Possibly  the  politeness  of  a 
first  interview  j)re vented  her  ladyship's  ears  from 
being  struck  by  the  provincial  tzvang  that  accompa- 
nied the  eloquence  of  these  very  good  women ;  and 
it  might  be  her  want  of  acquaintance  with  *  verbum 
personale,'  &c.  that  saved  them  from  the  suspicion 
that  they  could  not  speak  their  own  language  with 
passable  correctness.  She  might  not  in  their 
^  much  civility'  hear  or  listen  to  the  singularity 
of  '  he  go'  and  '  it  do,'  nor  might  any  fair  oppor- 
tunity occur  of  introducing  their  favorite  preterites 
'  stob,  scrat,'  and  '  shruck,'  for  stabbed,  scratched, 
shrieked.  Be  it  as  it  may,  the  ladies  were  charm- 
ed with  '  that  sweet  woman'  Lady  Luxmore,  and 
the  countess  could  not  but  own  they  were  ^  mighty 

good 
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good  sort  of  women,'  and  very  fit  for  the  business 
of  education.  An  agreement  w  as  made  for  Ger- 
trude's becoming  a  day-scholar  to  them  ;  and  for 
ten  guineas  a-year,  she  was  to  be  taught  English 
grammar  completely,  work  of  all  kinds,  writing, 
arithmetic,  and  dancing.  An  additional  induce- 
ment o tiered  itself  in  the  shape  of  the  Miss  Men- 
dall's  want  of  a  musical  instrument,  and  the  coun- 
tess's having  an  old  harpsicord,  which  would  just 
answer  their  purpose,  and  frank  Gertrude  for  the 
first  year. 

In  the  following  week,  the  young  lady  began  her 
studies  at  this  academy  of  profound  science ;  and 
the  hope  of  amusement  in  obtaining  knowledge,  aU 
most  counterbalanced  the  dread  of  again  encoun- 
tering ridicule ;  for  her  exterior  was  now,  if  pos- 
^ible,  more  grotesque  than  ever,  as  Lady  Lux^ 
more,  alarmed  lest  her  rapid  growth  should  outgo 
her  resources,  bestowed  on  her,  not  only  the  gi- 
gantic patterns  brought  from  '  the  fanaly  chest,' 
but  some  of  the  least  lit  of  her  own  cast-off'  clothes, 
and,  many  of  these,  articles  of  dress  which  existed 
before  she  was  raised  to  her  present  dignity. 

But  Gertrude  had  no  cause  to  fear :  she  was 
spared  l>y  the  profound  respect  the  Miss  Mendalls 
entertained  lor  every  one  who  sent  them  a  scholar, 
from  ail  repetition  of  her  former  suffering.  They 
soon  perceived  she  was  more  companionable  than 
girls  .d  her  age  usually  are,  and  admitted  her  to 
greater  intimacy  than  she  had  a  right  to  expect;  and 
if  she  had  been  disposed  to  have  complained,  they 
would  have  soothccl  and  pitied  her;  but  giving  her 

credit 
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credit  for  the  juvenile  propriety  there  was  about 
her,  they  rather  set  iier  up  as  an  example  to  be 
followed  than  as  an  object  of  derision,  and  kept  all 
those  in  order  who  might  have  bt^ea  inclined  to 
transgress. 

Still,  however,  there  were  mortifications  to  be 
endured.  The  countess's  ceconomy  had  been  griev- 
ously oiiended  by  the  wicked  consumption  of  shoes ; 
and  it  had  been  avenged  by  providing  her  with 
such,  and  such  only,  as  were  fit  for  the  mire  of 
the  fens  ;  and  on  the  first  glance  at  which,  the  danc- 
ing master  declared  the  utter  impossibility  of  teach- 
ing a  young  lady  *  the  positions  in  '  pioughboys' 
shoes.'  She  no^v,  more  sensible,  though  less  ex- 
posed to  mortihcation,  burst  into  tears,  when  re- 
jected and  ordered  to  her  place,  with  a  request, 
peremptory  as  a  command,  that  *  she  would  order' 
a  pair  of  shoes  on  the  plan  of  those  worn  by  the 
few  other  girls  who  composed  this  new  school ; 
she  was  told,  that  there  was  no  maker  but  Mr.  Ne* 
thersole  in  some  fashionable  street,  who  could  be 
relied  on ;  and  there  they  inust  be  had. 

The  lesson  ended,  the  Miss  Mendalls  and  their 
mother  entered  into  confidence  with  Gertrude  : 
they  lamented  to  see  her  come  to  dance  so  drest: 
they  did  not  suppose  it  her  fault,  poor  thing!  but 
could  she  not  prevail  on  Lady  Luxmore  to  let  her 
have  a  dancing-dress,  a  little  more  like  that  of 
other  girls  ?  She  could  only  promise  to  carry  any 
message  to  her  ladyship ;  and  one  was  framed, 
which  happened  so  far  to  suit  the  purpose,  as  to 
obtain  a  relaxation  in  the  article  of  shoes,  and  by 
4  various 
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Tarious  little  dishonest  pretences,  for  which  those 
who  compel  them  into  practice  are,  we  trust,  res- 
ponsible, she  accomplisiied  wearing  on  these  days 
of  gala,  the  least  preposterous  of  her  garments. 

If  Lady  Luxmore  had  resolved  on  any  thing 
respecting  the  education  of  her  protegee,  it  was 
that,  on  no  account,  should  she  be  wiser  than  her- 
self She,  therefore,  still  prohibited  all  acquaint- 
ance with  the  French  language,  grammatical  or 
ungrammatical ;  and  as  the  Miss  iMendalls  had  at 
present  no  scholar  who  learnt  it,  and  they  them- 
selves had  shifted  through  the  world  and  their  bu- 
siness without  it,  they  were  perfectly  of  opinion 
with  '  that  sweet  woman,'  Lady  Luxmore,  that 
unless  for  people  w-ho  had  a  prospect  of  going  to 

*  Freance,'  it  was  wholly  needless :  every  thing  good 
in  French  w^as  translated  into  our  own  tongue,  and 
if  it  was  not  it  did  not  signify ;  for  they  were  a  par- 
nel  of  papists  and  infidels,  and  no  good  was  to  be 
^ot  by  them.  What  the  Miss  Mendalls  would 
have  said  to  these  papists  and  infidels,  some  years 
after,  we  may  conjecture. 

•  It  must  be  confessed  a  task,  sufficiently  hard,  de- 
:Volyed  on  them,  even  in  the  teaching,  as  they  had 
undertaken  to  do,  the  grammar  of  their  own  Ian- 
guage.  What  is  understood  even  now  by  this 
branch  of  education,  among  many  who  see  no 
difficulty  in  it,  is  not  clear;  but  certainly  it  is 
something  widely  different  from  the  syntactical 
discipline  of  a  boys'-school ;  the  only  discipline 
that  will  ever  tend  to  real  knowledge.  It  would 
J>e  well  if  a  little  more  Wiere  aimed  at  than  the 

knowledge 
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knowledge  of  the  parts  of  speech,  and  the  com- 
mitting to  the  un-analysing  memory,    page  after 
page,  of  a  treatise  on  grammar.     Very  seldom 
does  it  occur  that  a  girl,  even  if  she  can  answer  as 
to  gender,  number,  case,  person,  as  they  arise,  does 
not  stumble  at  construction^  on  which,  as  niean- 
ing  the  relations  of  a  sentence,  the  comprehension 
of  its  grammatical  form  must  depend.     But  these 
good  women  had  not  proceeded  near  so  far  in  the 
depths  of  philology.     Gertrude  had,  given  to  her 
when  at  her  former  seat  of  learning,  a  very  small 
volume,  containing  the  lowest  elements  of  language: 
this  she  had  puzzled  over  when  she  could  not  under- 
stand it,  till  she  understood  it:  it  was  entirely  new  to 
the  Miss  IMendalls  ;  and  on  a  question  arising  to  de- 
cide whether  a  word  was  an  culjective  or  an  adverb  ! 
she  could  take  a  part,  and  supported  her  opinion  by 
a  reference  to  this  little  book  :  she  gained  credit  by 
her  knowledge,  and  was  advanced,  even  in  the  good 
opinion  of  those  who  already  had  made  her  their 
favorite.     She  was  now  suffered  to  proceed  very 
much  in  her  own  way :  columns  of  spelling  were 
dispensed  with,  and  portions  of  a  pocket-diction- 
ary given  up,  to  the  less  restricted  but  more  use- 
ful conceptions  of  a  girl  not  wonderfully  endowed  : 
they  saw,  that  if  she  ever  erred  in  orthography, 
somehow,  they  knew  not  indeed  how, — she  seemed 
right ;  and  if  she  was  not  precise  in  definitions, 
or  what  they  called  meanings,  she  was  not  very 
wrong.     They  had,  however,  a  much  larger  share 
of  candor  than  of  erudition  ;  they  were  satisfied 

with 
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with  the  end,  so  it  were  but  obtained ;  they  per- 
ceived the  singularity  of  her  mind,  and  allowing 
her  to  pursue  her  own  nietliod,  because,  indeed, 
they  had  no  other  by  which  to  correct  it,  they  left 
her  in  possession  of  an  orthography  that  depended 
on  reason  more  than  on  memory,  and  which  con- 
sequently needed  no  paltry  helps  to  recollection, 
and  of  a  system  of  definition  that  gave  to  her  style 
of  speaking,  even  then,  an  originality  that  distin- 
guished her  from  all  other  children,  and  which, 
through  life,  brought  with  it  its  own  advantages. 

Writing  was  an  amusement,  and  arithmetic  was 
a  stretch  of  faculty  just  suited  to  a  mind  that  de- 
lighted in  extreme  tension ;  but,  in  the  former,  it 
was  very  difficult  to  persuade  her  that  there  ought 
not  to  be  due  proportion  between  the  time  bestow- 
ed, and  the  excellence  atchieved.  She  saw,  even 
at  her  age,  that  unless  swiftness  accompanies  tine 
writing,  the  ability  to  write  finely  can  be  useful  to 
few.  Slow  writing  she  called,  according  to  her 
ideas,  *  draw  ing,'  and  her  ow  n  endeavors  acting  in 
some  measure  against  those  of  her  teacher,  gave 
her  a  style  of  hand-writing,  in  which  extreme  fluen- 
cy was  afterwards  added  to  elegance. 

Needle- work,  as  she  saw  the  value  of  every  thing 
useful,  and  was  delighted  with  visible  effects,  would 
have  won  on  her,  had  she  had  any  thing  plea- 
sant to  practise  on ;  but  Lady  Luxmore  had  pos- 
sessed in  '  single  blessedness'  this  solitary  accom- 
plishment, and,  *  not  chusing  to  be  rivalled  m  it,' 
she  requested  Gertrude  might  not  be  taught  to 

do 
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do  it  to  any  degree  of  perfection.     Is  this  credi- 
ble?  It  is  FACT  *. 

But  even  with  tiiis  exempting  prohibition,  she 
could  not  escape  some  Httle  distress  on  the  sub- 
ject, well  disposed  as  were  the>e  ladies  and  their 
venerable  mother  towards  her :  they  could  pity, 
they  could  sympathise,  and  they  could  see  that  she 
was  unlike  many  other  girls ;  but  they  could  not 
measure  her  mind,  nor  did  they  know  by  what 
aliment  to  nourish  it,  or  by  what  discipline  lo  cor- 
rect its  defects.  She  was  punished  for  want  of 
interest  in  doin^  that  whicii  could  interest  none 
but  a  mind  destitute  of  ideas  ;  and  a  failure  of  ex- 
actitude in  the  stitches  of  a  long  series  of  hemming, 
was  revenged  rather  than  corrected  by  an  exhibi- 
tion of  her  in  tiie  corner  of  the  school,  with  her  evil 
deeds  fastened  round  her  neck;  a  disgrace  which, 
like  all  that  diminish  the  novelty  of  shame,  pro-* 
duced  a  sort  of  local  haughtiness. 

For  some  months,  she  so  loved  those  under 
whose  care  she  was  placed,  that  she  only  wished 
the  ladies  had  been  able  to  give  her  more  satisfac- 
tory answers  to  her  many  queries :  she  thought  it 
was  very  strange,  that  they  could  not  tell  her  why 
part  of  the  tire  was  of  a  deep  red,  and  part  of  a 
bri<]fht  veilow :  she  bcc^f/ed  them  just  to  be  so 
good  as  to  let  her  know  what  was  on  the  inside  of 
the  lock  of  the  door:  why  the  bell  sounded,   as 

*  We  could  make  the  instance  ttronger.  A  father  has 
made  this  accomplishment  the  coMditiou  of  his  favor  :  the 
mother  has  issued  in  secret  the  proliibiiion  above,  and  tacitly 

Jistened  to  the  reproof  for  supposed  dcliciei;cy. 

she 
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shq  '  had  found  out  it  did  by  the  little  thing  in  the 
middle  hitting  the  piece  that  went  round  it :'  she 
should  he  very  much  obliged  to  tiiem  if  they  would 
explain  to  her  how  iron  was  made :  she  should 
like  to  know  *  why  she  had  not  chilblains  in  sum- 
mer;' she  had  once  held  a  bottle,  into  which  Lady 
Luxmore  had  poured  rose-water,  and  eldcr-flowcr 
water;  she  was  sure  they  were  quite  cold  when 
separ-ate ;  but  they  were  very  warm  when  put  to- 
*^eth^r  :  'how  could  this  be?'  She  thought  it  would 
lessen  the  evil  of  house-breaking  if  the  doors  were 
fastened  to  the  bells,  or  if  locks  could  be  made 
with  pistols  in  them. 

But  in  vain  did  she  re^rt  to  the  house  of  yien- 
dall  for  the  solution.^of  any  difficulties :  she  ^vas 
dispirited  but  not  disgusted,  till  two  circumstances 
occurred,  which  convinced  her,  that  to  hope  to  be 
iii  aoy  way  wiser  for  the  care  she  was  under,  wasi 
in  vain  :  she  must,  she  felt,  do  what  she  could  for» 
herself. 

The  first  of  these  vexations  was  occasioned  by 
an  affection  of  her  sight,  which  rendered  it  impos- 
sible for  her  to  do  any  thing  w  ith  accuracy.  What 
she  made,  as  she  thought,  of  the  size  it  should  be, 
was  four  times  as  large,  and  seen  so  indistinctly, 
that  she  could  attempt  nothing  but  writing  and 
arithmetic,  which  were  executed  in  the  same  gi- 
■  gantic  style :  the  unfortunate  needle-work  was,  of 
course,  worse  than  usual ;  and  her  disgrace  became 
heavier. 

In  the  extreme  w-ant  of  method  of  the  good 
Miss  Mendalls,  half  of  whose  time  was  spent  in 

prati  ng 
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pfating  to  each  other  or  to  their  country-folk,  who 
visited  them,  when  they  should  have  been  em- 
ployed, it  oft^n  happened,  that  the  business  of  the 
day  was  not  only  inverted,  but  omitted  ;  and  by  one 
of  these  accidents  it  so  fell  out,  that  Gertrude  had 
passed  several  days,  during  which  she  had  com- 
plained of  her  eyes,  without  being  called  on  to 
read :  the  hemming  and  sewing  could  be  inspected 
without  intermission  of  the  ■■'  says  I,  and  '  says 
he,'  of  reported  colloquy ;  but  the  reading  would 
have  been  inconvenient ;  and  even  the  practising 
on  the  rattling  harpsichord  nas  prohibited,  with  a 
very  injudicious  request  to  the  few  learners  of 
music,  that  they  would  *  discontinue  that  terrible 
noise.' 

The  defects  of  the  needle-work  being  seen,  and 
the  excuse  not  heard,  the  ladies  were  proceeding 
to  what  they  thought  condign  punishment,  when 
Gertrude  demanded  an  audience,  and  protested 
«he  could  not  see : — still  she  could  not  gain  beliet^ 
nor  would  she  have  been  permitted  to  speak,  had 
not  good  old  Airs.  Mendall,  with  the  acumen  of 
Sancho  Panca,  advised  the  giving  JNiiss  Aubrey 
a  book  as  a  test.  '  She  will  rmd^  said  the  old 
lady,  *  depend  on  it,  if  she  can.'  She  could  not 
distinguish  a  letter;  and  the  topical  disease  was 
then  attended  to,  and  relieved. 

The  other  instance  was  brought  forward  by  a 
freak  of  the  junior  Aliss  Alendall,  who,  knowing 
Gertrude  had  a  voice,  bid  iier,  and  in  a  tone  of 
great  authority,  sing ; — out  of  mere  diffidence,  she 

begged  to  be  excused :  the  excuse  she  made  was 

not 
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not  only  not  listened  to,  but  she  was  told  sh6 
should  be  ??iacle  to  si?fg.  The  inconsiderate  expres- 
sion even  suggested  to  her  of  itself,  the  folly  it  con- 
tained: she  was  called  up,  had  her  hands  crossed 
before  her,  and  held  tight  in  their  position,  and  her 
chin  forced  up  at  the  same  time:  in  this  posture^ 
she  was  ordered  to  sing:  that  which  was  mild  ex- 
cuse, now  became  obstinacy;  and  her  refuge  was 
silence.  She  was  detained  till  poor  inexperienced 
Miss  INIendall  was  weary,  and  then  dismissed  with 
an  assurance,  that  *  the  next  time  she  was  desired 
to  sing,  she  should  do  it/  This  she  had  sagacity 
enoucfh  to  perceive  was  so  much  breath  spent  in 
vain ;  and  after  these  experiments  of  wisdom,  she 
felt  her  confidence  in  the  Miss  Mendalls  sadly  on 
the  decline. 

In  reflecting  on  these  instances,  we  find  text 
for  a  long  commentary  on  the  extreme  folly  Ave 
have  witnessed  in  the  infliction  of  punishments  ir- 
relative to  the  fault  committed,  and  injurious  to 
the  moral  sense  of  the  culprit*  As  much  might 
be  said  on  the  absurdity  of  undertaking  to  accom- 
plish that  which  we  cannot  command ;  but  we  ^yill 
substitute  for  our  own,  perhaps  crude  theory,  a 
fact  or  two,  of  a  more  amusing  nature. 

We  have,  for  now  almost  nine  years,  witnessed 
the  education  of  a  boy  by  his  widowed  mother. 
Let  it  not  be  supposed,  that  a  father's  care  even 
formed  the  outline  of  the  plan :  the  child  was  in 
his  cradle  when  the  loss  was  sustained.  There  is 
in  the  boy  a  character  of  '  aut  Cccmr  aut  nullus,' 
that  might  make  a  common  mind  shrink  from  the 

task 
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task  of  conducting  such  a  spirit;  but  our  friend 
is  of  no  common  niind.  With  firmness,  but  with- 
out the  intervention  of  temper  or  caprice,  he  is 
ruled  easily,  and  as  easily  is  he  made  happy  ;  but 
the  point  we  would  remark  is  the  bloom  we  have 
seen  ditfused  over  that  exquisite  moral  sense, 
which  we  wish  to  preserve  in  all  its  delicacy,  eve-) 
when  connected  with  the  ardent  mind  and  the 
high  tone  of  a  manly  boy.  We  asked  how  he 
proceeded  in  his  learning :  he  was  then  approach- 
ing seven  years  of  age  ;  and  his  mother,  looking 
at  him  with  a  smile  that  indicated  his  power  of  un- 
derstanding a  latent  meaning,  replied,  '  Why,  at 
present  perhaps,  Charles,  the  less  we  say  on  that 
subject  the  better.'  His  eyes  were  suffused ;  his 
lips  quivered,  and  he  answered,  *  Why,  mama? 
why  dq  you  say,  the  less  said  the  better  ?~^If  I 
have  done  badly,  tell  of  it ;  and  if  I  have  not — 
why — why,  the  less  the  better?'  We  could  make 
little  Charles  the  theme  of  many  pages ;  but  we 
dare  not. 

On  the  folly  of  promising  rashly,  what  we  can- 
not accomplish,  the  candid  reader  will  accept  this 

genuine  anecdote.' — A  Mr.   ,  the  friend  of 

peers  and  princes,  had  occasion  to  go  from  Lon- 
don to  Hampstead  ;  and  in  his  way,  perhaps  over- 
taken by  bad  v.eather,  took  a  hackney  coach,  the 
driver  of  which,  whether  knov,  ing  him  or  not  we 
do  not  pretend  to  say,  demanded  at  the  end  of  the 
journey  more  than  his  fare,  and  being  refused  it,  was 

very  insolent;  Mr. being  in  the  commission 

of  the  peace  for  Middlesex,  threatened  to  commit 

him. 
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hini.  '  AVith  all  my  heart,'  replied  the  man,  very 
coolly,  ^  provided  you  will  but  write  the  warrant 
yourself/     Goin^-into  the  house,. to  which  he  had 

been  driven,  Mr. called  lor  pen,  ink,  and  paper, 

and  began  to  write,  *  Whereas' '  No,  no,'  said 

he  to  himself,  'that's  not  the  form  of  a  warrant.' 
'  Forasmuch' — forasmuch? — no,  that  won't  do.'— 
*  Know  all  men.' — '  I  don't  think  that's  it — well, 
get  along,  you  scoundrel — you're  an  impertinent 
fellow,  and  not  worth  n)y  notice.'  We  return  to 
our  subject. 

With  all  these  subductrons,  however,  Gertrude  s 
situation  was  greatly  improved  by  the  school-plan  : 
she  read  Hhe  Spectators'  and  'Guardians,'  and  'Ad- 
venturers,' 'Barclay's  Argenis,'  ^  Wogan  on  the  Les- 
sons,' and  parts  of  Shakespeare :  she  heard  of 
many  books,  of  whose  existence  she  was  before  ig- 
norant, and  of  many  things  that  never  could  have 
been  heard  of  at  home.  Still  there  were  points  of 
instruction,  such  as  fall  into  the  department  of  all 
parents,  on  which  she  was  miserably  deficient.  It 
was,  indeed,  the  good  custom  of  her  place  of  edu- 
cation, to  begin  the  morning-duties  with  reading 
the  Scriptures ;  but  Lady  Luxmore's  breakfast- 
hour  did  not  suit  this  early  duty,  and  thus  she  lost 
her  share  in  it,  consequently  she  could  derive  no 
benefit  from  the  knowledge  diffused  by  the  prac- 
tiee  ;  and  though  her  instructresses  were  extremely 
kind,  she  could  have  remained  in  ignorance  some 
time  longer  rather  than  have  degraded  herself  in 
their  valuable  opinion,  by  owning  her  want  of  com- 
mon instruction,  or  the  little  purpose  to  which  she 

had 
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had  learnt  by  rote.  If  she,  in  the  presence  of  Lady 
Luxmore,  let  fall  the  least  expression  of  curi- 
osity, when  hy  accident  she  had  been  taken  to 
church,  she  was  desired  not  to  want  to  be  wise 
before  her  time,  and  given  to  understand,  that  such 
subjects  were  not  to  be  mentioned  by  such  a 
girl. 

The  hours  wasted  at  home,  were  unfortunately 
many ;  and  as  her  patroness  was  a  declared  enemy 
to  that  sort  and  degree  of  indulgence  '  which  spoils 
little  girls,'  these  hours  were  productive  of  many 
distresses.  The  least  injury  to  her  clothes,  brought 
on  her  the  severest  punishments  :  the  smallest  in- 
dulgence of  her  natural  spirits,  was  followed  by 
depressing  unkindness.  A  word  that  indicated 
the  increase  of  knowledge  of  any  sort,  or  an  obser- 
vation ever  so  laudable,  was  resented  as  if  re- 
flecting on  her  benefactress,  who,  at  other  times, 
when  flattery  or  some  fortunate  circumstance  had 
put  her  in  good  humor,  would,  with  a  happ/^in- 
consistency,  seem  to  bespeak  the  future  patience 
and  forbearance  of  her  dependent,  by  describing 
pathetically  her  own  disadvantages,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  artfully  inveighing  against  '  learned  la- 
dies,' '  pedants  in  petticoats,'  and  '  girls  brought 
up  only  to  despise  their  betters.' 

Whatever  was  Gertrude's  deportment  in  the 
presence  of  her  to  w  horn  she  owed  her  daily  bread, 
or  however  perfect  and  agreeable  to  her  the  re- 
straints of  a  place,  where  she  felt  she  was  gaining 
more  knowledge  than  home  aflbrded,  her  natural 
character  was  nearly  allied  to  that  described,  by 
VOL.  I.  Q  naturalists 
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naturalists,  under  the  clilTerent,yet  resembling  terms 
of  rantipole,  hoyden,  and  romp.  Well-formed, 
and  of  a  good  constitution,  she  had  great  powers  of 
activity ;  but  having  nothing,  after  her  removal  to 
London,  to  engage  them,  tliey  were  wasted  in 
boisterous  exuberance  of  spirits,  and  shewed  them- 
selves, when  left  to  herself,  in  dangerous  cliuibing, 
break-neck  jumps,  violent  blows  bestowed  on  the 
servants,  or  the  delightful  departure  from  the 
connnon  mode  of  descending  a  staircase,  by  the 
newer  one  of  sliding  down  upon  the  hand-rail. 

But  the  bias  her  thoughts  had  taken,  and  the 
conversation  of  the  Aliss  Alcndalls,  put  an  end  to 
her  rantipole-joys,  and  not  satisfied  with  informa- 
tion dealt  out  in  portions,  she,  in  her  first  absence 
from  school,  conceived,  that  it  would  be  an  excel- 
lent scheme,  if  possible,  to  get  a  Bible  for  her  own 
private  use  :  in  no  other  way  could  she  gratify  her 
curiosity  on  the  topics  that  had  excited  it.  She  went 
about  the  house,  hunting  and  begging ;  and  at 
last  an  old  one  was  found  w  hich  no  one  seemed 
tempted  to  claim  :  the  type  was  of  a  blinding  mi- 
nuteness, but  this  was  no  obstacle  to  her  young 
eyes ;  iand  with  an  iutenseness  of  curiosity  that  her 
ignorance  may  excuse  to  those  who  ask  an  apo* 
logy,  and  account  for  to  those  who  are  disposed 
to  wonder,  she  read  through  the  book  of  Genesis, 
.  as  she  had  done  through  the  first  volume  of  *  Ro- 
binson Crusoe.' 

Iler  feelings  unguided,  and  her  judgment  pre- 
suming, she  was  often  wrong,  and,  almost  as  often, 
obstina^te  in  her  conclusions;  but  tl^  story  of  Jo- 

sepli 
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seph  awakened  tenderness  new  to  her,  and  repaid 
her  for  the  vexation  she  had  been  made  to  suffer  by 
the  seeming  iniquity  of  Jacob.  From  Joseph,  she 
learnt  the  satisfaction  of  forgiving  injuries,  as  from 
the  punishment  of  Eve,  she  had  gained  acquaint- 
ance with  the  virtue  of  self-denial.  The  wax  of 
her  mind  was  now  prepared  to  receive  any  im- 
pression ;  and  every  one  sunk  deep  into  it. 

As  she  proceeded  in  her  simple  scriptural  stu- 
dies,  she  felt  herself  instructed    and    improved. 
The  story  of  Isaac  cost  her  many  tears,  and  much 
palpitation.  The  perverseness  of  the  Jewish  multi" 
tude  disgusted  her:  the  disinterested  perseverance 
of  Moses  taught  her  forbearance :  she  was  over- 
whelmed with  the  grand  promulgation  of  the  law, 
and  not  insensible  to  the  eloquence  with  which  it 
was  recapitulated.     In  considering  the  affection  of 
Naomi  and  Ruth,  she  felt  a  vacuum  in  her  own 
heart,  and  wished  she  had  even  a  mother  in  iazv 
to  love.     She  was  delighted  with  the  intrepidity  of 
Joshua;   but  poor  Sampson  fell  heavily  under  her 
displeasure  for  being  prevailed  on  by  a  woman. 
She  had  a  high  opinion  of  Portargis's  superiority, 
and  would  have  been  shocked  had  she  supposed  it 
possible  for  her  to  presume  to  dictate  to  him :  by 
this  egotising  rule  she  judged  the  Jewish  judge  and 
his  fair  one.     For  Samuel  she  felt  the  pious  love 
of  a  daughter ;  and  David  reigned  unrivalled  in  her 
admiration,  till  he  forfeited  her  love  by  his  dupli- 
city; for  she  could  far  better  understand  his  guilt 
towards  Uriah,   than  that  to  which  it  was  but  a 
prelude ;  and  it  was  '  so  base,  so  ungentlemanly, 

0,^2  so 
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$6  mean,  so  shabby  to  serve  poor  Uriah  so,'  that 
she  was  many  years  older  before  David  regained 
any  place  in  her  favor. 

The  prophets  were,  as  may  be  presumed,  almost 
wholly  unintelligible  to  her;  but  the  book  of  Pro- 
verbs, and  the  apocryphal  books  of  that  descrip- 
tion, seemed  to  her  far  better  than  any  rules  of 
prudence  or  politeness  she  had  ever  heard ;  and 
from  them  she  gained  a  fashion  of  courtesy  so 
founded  in  reason  and  humility,  that  she  was  seU 
dom  at  a  loss  when  she  meant  to  be  civil,  and  had 
sufficient  knowledge  of  common  things  to  save  her 
fcom  being  a  dupe. 

" ,;  All  went  on  well  through  the  Apocrypha.  She 
shouted  with  exultation  at  the  shrewdness  which 
demolished  Bel  and  the  Dragon  :  she  fought  with 
the  Maccabees,  and  could  joyfully  have  perished 
with  the  w  Oman  and  her  seven  sons ;  and  she  en- 
tered into  all  the  various  interests  of  all  the  persons 
whose  actions  she  found  recorded  :  but  far  dif- 
ferent were  her  sensations,  when  she  had  proceed- 
ed but  a  very  little  way  in  the  gospel  of  St.  Mat- 
thew. The  expressions  of  innocent  but  ignorant 
concern,  with  ivhich  her  heart  had  answered  to  the 
littlfi^recorded  of  the  humiliation  of  the  Divine  In- 
fant, wer6  on  a  sudden  succeeded  by  those  of  awe 
and  reverence.  She  Jearnt  bi/  heart,  Siud  zvith  all 
her  heart,  the  sermon  on  the  mount :  it  was  music 
to  her  senses :  it  was  wisdom,  from  which  there 
was.  no  appeal;  and,  even  at  that  early  age,  she 
was  shocked  in  considering  how  she  had  wandered 

from^ 
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from  its  narrow  path,  and  on  her  first  perusal  shut.- 
the  book  with  tears  of  contrition. 

The  next  rational  and  consequent  suggestions, 
were  the  duty  of  prayer,  and  the  necessity  of  con- 
scientious watchfuhiess ;  and  she  formed  a  plan  for. 
herself,  which  was  often  interrupted,  but  never, 
abandoned.  But  all  that  passed  in  her  working. 
mind,  however  laudable  and  entitled  to  encourage- 
ment, was  in  secret ;  for  she  could  rather  have 
told  Lady  Luxmore  of  any  thing,  than  of  her  wish 
to  be  a  Christian. 

The  means  she  possessed  to  this  important  end, 
were  still  miserably  scanty.  The  unclaimed  Bible, 
and  the  ragged  Common-Prayer-book,  formed  her 
stock  of  divinity;  and  in  these,  after  her  curiosity 
had  led  her  through  those  parts  that  could  direct, 
and  those  that  must  perplex,  to  the  end  of  the 
Apocalypse,  she  still  read  portions  daily.  By 
great  good  fortune,  Lady  Luxmore  turned  .out 
from  amongst  some  of  her  ancient  hoards,  Watts'S: 
Prayers  for  Children,  and,  with  an  exhortation  fit 
for  a  condemned  convict,  gave  it  her.  Her  first, 
awakener,  ^Irs.  Stockall,  had  long  since  resigned 
her  post;  and  the  libraries  of  the  succeedint^  ser- 
vants had  been  searched  in  vain.  Tiie  feats  of 
highwaymen,  and  annals  of  the  short  reigns  of  fe- 
male swindlers  :  *  the  complete  Valentine-writer,' 
and  *  the  Berkshire  lady'  were  all  she  could  find,  , 
there:  these  she  read,  but  they  would  not  bearar 
re-perusal. 

One  occurrence,  too  trifling  indeed  for  history, 
6  biit 
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but  well  suited  to  our  microscopic  delineation,  af- 
forded Gertrude,  when  returned  to  the  discipline 
of  the  Miss  Mendalls,  an  invaluable  opportunity 
of  ridding  herself  at  once  of  some  feeling,  ofteii 
found  in  girls  towards  each  other,  The  spring 
brought  forward  the  expectation,  the  palpitation, 
and  the  promise  of  linery,  attendant  on  the  danc- 
ing master's  ball ;  and  standing  high  in  his  favor, 
and  being  resorted  to  as  a  partner  for  every  scholar 
deficient  in  ear  or  unexpert  in  a  figure,  she  was 
looked  to  for  some  credit.  She  practised,  as  did 
the  rest,  and  was  arranged  in  a  set ;  and  no  ques- 
tion was  asked,  till  she  was  commissioned  to  toll 
the  countess  the  time  fixed  for  \X\\s,Jtte.  She  wan 
shrewd  enough  to  be  apprehensive  ;  and  it  requir- 
ing a  little  artificial  courage  to  name  the  subject,  it 
was,  as  may  be  guessed,  deferred  till  the  last  mo-» 
ment.  It  was  rather  awkwardly  atchieved,  it  must 
be  confessed ;  for  at  the  time  when  she  took  leave 
on  going  to  school  in  the  morning,  having  slept 
with  it  on  her  memory,  and  waked  with  it  on  her 
spirits,  she  informed  her  ladyship  of  the  commis- 
sion given  her  the  day  before.  It  might  have  been 
a  lesson  for  life  against  fear  and  finessing,  had  she 
beeri  told  that  because  of  this  delay,  she  should  not 
be  indulged;  but  a  lecture  on  slyness,  deceit,  and 
cunning  being  closed  by  ^n  assurance,  that  from 
the  first  moment  of  her  beginning  to  learn,  it  was 
a  settled  thing,  that  no  such  expence  as  this  should 
ever  be  incurred  for  her,  she  could  not  blame 
herself  to  any  advantageous  purpose, 

Few  childrens'  minds  are  really  known;  yet 

they 
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they  form  an  important  study.     Those  who  have 
applied  to  it,  will  not  wonder  that  Gertrude  was 
as  averse  to  conveying  the  reply,  as  timid  in  exe- 
cuting the  commission ;  but  here  her  feelings  were 
a  little  consulted  :  a  question  relieved  her  from  the 
pain  of  a  spontaneous  effort,  and  condolence  met 
her  tears  of  mortification.     The  dancing-master,  at 
the  next  lesson,  declared  it  *  a  great  pity  that  Miss 
Aubrey  might  not  dance  at  the  ball ;'  and  setting 
her  aside  from  the  fi^^re  in  which  she  had  been 
practising,  commissioned  her  to  make  up  for  the 
time  lost,  to  her  successor,  by  instructing  her  in 
w'hat  she  herself  had  been  fruitlessly  taught.  Mean- 
while he  found  it  *  extremely  difficult'  to  continue 
his  attention  to  her,  as  she  was  the  only  one  not  in 
a  set;  and  the  hitherto  joyous  days  of  dancing  be- 
came terrible  by  the  re-iteration  of  hints  and  ob- 
lique reproaches. 

At  length,  came  the  eve  of  the  ball,  and  with  it 
new  vexations  for  poor  Gertrude.  Lady  Lux- 
.inore,  either  in  the  caprice,  or  something  else  that 
made  a  part  of  her  temper,  had,  in  her  occasional 
calls  on  the  ladies  of  the  school,  calls  generally 
contrived  for  the  increase  of  discipline  towards 
her  protegee^  been  attracted  by  the  beauty  of  a 
Norfolk  girl,  two  years  older  than  Gertrude,  and 
on  this  favorite,  by  invitations  and  kindnesses  of 
various  sorts,  she  lavished  an  artificial  affection, 
which  drew  her  to  herself,  and  away  from  Ger- 
trude. The  Norfolk  lass  was  the  belle  of  the 
school;  and  her  dress  for  the  ball  having  been 
very  much  studied,  Lady  Luxmore  interested  her- 
5  self 
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self  in  it,  and  insisted  on  so  far  contributing  to  it, 
as  to  lend  her  some  very  valuable  ornaments.  Of 
these  offers,  and  the  ornaments,  Gertrude  Avas 
made  the  bearer;  and  in  the  negociation  there  was 
apparently,  on  the  part  of  her  protectress,  not  the 
smallest  recollection  that  the  ambassadress  could 
feel.  I'lie  Miss  Mendalls,  and  the  favorite  were 
highly  gratified ;  and  Lady  Luxmore's  praises  re- 
sounded in  every  interval  of  active  preparation. 
Perhaps  Gertrude  could  pot,  had  she  been  ever  so 
kindly  interrogated,  have  described  her  sensations 
at  the  time ;  but  they  might  be  guessed  by  the  ef- 
fect on  the  morning  of  the  ball-day,  when  having 
dismissed  self y  she  spent  her  whole  time  in  assisting 
those  who  w^ere  to  partake  the  pleasure.  She 
heard,  indeed,  one  of  the  Miss  Mendalls  say  to  the 
other :  *  I  do  think  Anne,  though  Lady  Lux  more 
is  *  a  very  sweet  woman,'  she  is  a  little  hard  on 
that  poor  child :  she  talks  of  her  temper,  and  her 
pride,  and  her  obstinacy,  and  her  bad  disposition ; 
but  I  am  sure  it  cannot  be  very  bad,  when  she  can 
help  dress  '  the  ladies,'  for  the  ball  she  ought  to 
be  going  to  '  herself.'  Gertrude  felt  the  encourage- 
ment, and  proceeded  on  a  new,  and  perhaps  not  a 
better  principle. 

She  was  excused  from  going  home  to  dinner : 
she  saw  the  party  set  oft-  and  then,  putting  on  her 
almost  squalid  walking-habiliments,  and  having 
re-adjusted  a  piece  of  paper  in  each  of  her  shoes, 
which  made  good  the  holes  in  them  she  return- 
ed home  to  assure  Lady  Luxmore,  that  her  orna- 
Tiients  had  properly  decked  her  favorite.     It  was 

a  cheap 
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a  cheap  purchase  she  made  at  that  moment.  Ne- 
ver, never  did  any  sentiment  of  envious  emulation 
or  selfish  jealousy  again  disturb  her:  she  was  not 
to  be  found  in  any  scramble  for  favor  or  profit; 
mortification  could  not  exasperate  her;  humilia- 
tion would  not  stoop  so  low  as  to  reach  her. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


A  father's  letter,  A  son* s  answer.  J  generous  dtsdain.  CkiL 
drejiy  brought  up  together^  not  always  alike.  Much  to  he  feared. 
Much  to  he  hoped.  Mama  icell-hehaved.  Disinterested  love. 
The  champion  too  vehement. 


Mr.  Sydenham  had,  very  soon  after  his  first  inter- 
view with  the  countess,  written  of  her  to  Lord 
Luxmore,  in  that  spirit  of  true  benevolence  which 
should  lead  us  all  to  wish  others  in  possession  of 
their  due  share  of  praise  and  estimation ;  and  as 
it  was  not  absolutely  necessary j  afterwards,  to  con- 
tradict his  report,  he  had  only  forborne  all  mention 
of  her  ladyship.  He  had  settled  himself,  much  to 
his  satisfaction,  at  Luxmore  rectory-house,  and 
was  a  faithful  steward  to  the  family-estate.  From 
thence,  he  had  written  to  the  earl  a  very  hopeful 
laccount  of  his  son's  progress,  to  which  the  father 
replied,  with  every  possible  acknowledgment,  in- 
closing to  viscount  Portargis  the  following  en^ 
couraging  and  judicious  letter ; 

*  My  dear  boy, 

*  Mr.  Sydenham  has  been  so  obliging 
as  to  inform  me  of  your  great  improvement  under 
his  care.  I  never  doubted  what  you  could  do ; 
and  under  so  gentlemanly  a  tutor,  I  was  sure  you 

would 
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would  learn  with  pleasure.  You  will  soon  see 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  learning,  if  you  are  but  re- 
solved —every  thing  is  easy  to  a  willing  mind.  I 
know  IMr.  Sydenham  will  attend  to  your  Latin 
and  Greek,  and  your  morals ;  therefore  it  must  be 
your  care  to  get  the  best  manners,  and  all  the  ac- 
complishments fit  for  your  rank.  I  shall  grudge 
nothing  to  please  and  indulge  you,  if  I  see  you 
desirous  of  beinii  what  I  wish.  You  will  take 
great  care,  I  hope,  never  to  do  any  thing  unbe- 
coming you — you  must  always  remember  what  is 
fit  for  you  to  do,  and  do  it — if  I  were  to  hear  of 
your  disgracing  yourself,  I  should  be  shocked. 
Write  me,  and  believe  me 

'  Your  affectionate, 

'  LUXMORE. 

'  P.  S.  Tell  Mr.  Sydenham,  I  wish  him  to  in- 
crease your  weekly  allowance  to  three  and  six- 
pence, as  I  would  never  have  you  want  money.' 

Portargis  had  not  yet  learnt  craft,  nor  was  he 
old  enough  either  to  understand  the  vague  advice, 
or  the  absurd  reliance  of  his  father's  letter.  To 
obtain  that  which  oudit  never  to  have  been  con- 
signed  to  his  prudence,  he  carried  it  to  Mr.  Syden- 
ham, who  could  not  forbear  giving  it  a  re- perusal 
before  he  dismissed  it.  It  dejected  him ;  for  he 
saw  in  it,  that  however  he  might  educate  the  vis- 
count, he  could  never  educate  the  earl ;  and  it  was 
not  difficult  to  predict  what  a  son  would  turn  out, 
under  such  admonition.  But  there  was  no  remedy, 
except  in  the  department  of  the  supplies,  and 

here, 
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here,  in  some  measure,  he  assumed  the  right  of 
a  veto :  he  \voulcl  not  refuse  compliance ;  but  he 
laid  by,  under  his  own  care,  the  addition  that  was 
ordered  to  a  weekly  stipend  already  too  liberal, 
promising  the  viscount,  that  whenever  he  really 
wanted  mone\',  he  should  be  furnished  from  this 
bank. 

By  the  next  dispatches  sent  out  to  Lord  Lux- 
more,  his  son  wrote,  without  the  smallest  assistance 
or  superintendance  of  ]\Ir.  Sydenham,  the  follow- 
ing reply  to  his  father's  letter : 

*  Dear  papa 

*  I  am  very  happy  here  and  should 
be  quite  happy  if  it  w^as  not  for  that  stupid  gram- 
mar I  wish  Gertrude  w^as  here  I  think  you  might 
write  to  mama  and  ask  her  to  let  her  come  down 
she  used  to  tell  me  a  great  many  things  when  I 
could  not  do  them  and  now  I  have  nobody  and 
have  it  all  to  find  out  I  wish  I  might  have  my 
poney  here  instead  of  in  the  paddock  Mr.  Syden- 
ham  will  not  let  me  have  tke  money  but  has  put 
it  by  I  dont  know  quite  what  you  mean  by  some 
things     I  am  dear  papa 

*  Your  affectionate  son, 

PORTARGIS.' 

A  very  little  trouble  would  have  procured  for 
Mr.  Sydenham  the  liberty  of  new-modelling  this 
reply;  but  he  disdained  it ;  he  cared  not,  in  the  least 
degree,  what  reports  were  made  of  him  :  if  those 
who  had  entrusted  him  with  their  children,  could 

ho 
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be  influenced  by  their  opinions,  it  was  impossible 
such  subjection  could  long  implicate  him  :  he  had 
had  the  comfort  of  knowing,  that  those  who  came 
determined  to  find  nothing  right,  had  been,  in  the 
end,  the  first  to  acknowledge  their  own  injustice; 
and  leaving  nothing  to  be  alleged  against  him 
with  truth,  he  trusted  to  his  own  integrity  for  his 
acquittal  with  all  those  who  were  candid  enough 
to  make  their  esteem  worth  having.  The  letter, 
therefore,  went  with  its  beauties  unsoiled,  and  its 
errors  on  its  head ;  and  the  correspondence  vv^as 
kept  up  between  father  and  son  nearly  in  the  style 
in  which  it  set  out.  Mr.  Sydenham  and  the  earl 
had  their  more  important  intercourse ;  and  it  is 
but  justice  to  own,  that  Lord  Luxmore's  satisfac- 
tion in  having  secured  his  cousin's  friendship, 
never  for  a  moment  suffered  the  smallest  diminu- 
tion. Well  aware  of  the  superior  importance  at^ 
tached  by  the  earl  to  external  accomplishment, 
Mr.  Sydenham's  prudence  pointed  out  the  neces- 
sity of  purchasing,  by  every  possible  attention  to 
them,  the  right  of  making  Portargis,  if  he  was 
capable  of  being  made  so,  good  and  wise. 

Thus  matters  stood,  when  the  viscount  had 
reached  his  tenth  year.  Though  brought  up  for 
half  his  time  with  Gertrude,  and  as  nearly  as  pos* 
jsible  in  the  same  manners  and  habits,  nothing  could 
be  more  opposite  than  their  dispositions;  and, 
consequently,  their  progress  in  the  acquirement 
of  knowledge  bore  no  resemblance.  Gertrude 
had  stored  up  every  atom  of  information  she  could 
collect:    his  lordship  had  learned  only  what  he 

could 
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could  not  escape ;  she  hailed  as  the  highest  dc- 
fight,  whatever  demanded  the  utmost  exertion  of 
her  faculties :  he  was  fatigued  with  the  continued 
application  of  five  minutes'  attention  :  she  had  no 
l^leasure  beyond  the  improvement  of  her  faculties  : 
he  none  superior  to  that  which  results  from  the 
connected  ideas  of  horses,  wliips,  boots,  and  saddles. 
It  was  at  this  period  that  Mr.  Sydenham,  ac- 
cording to  Lord  Luxmore's  arrangement,  dis- 
missed the  young  viscount  to  Eton,  as  fit  for 
it,  as  the  most  conscientious  pains,  and  abilities  far 
above  the  task,  could  render  him  ;  but  yet  far,  very 
far  beneath  what  he  could  have  wished.  Portargis 
was  no  blockhead:  he  had  a  larger  portion  of 
classic  lore  than  many  more  studious  boys ;  but 
his  mind  had  no  digestion.  His  own  son,  Mr.  Syden- 
ham,still  retained  with  him,  giving  him  every  advan* 
tage  in  his  pow  er,  and  proceeding  on  the  plan  of  the 
school  at  which  he  himself  had  been  educated, 
with  a  regularity  and  strictness  on  which,  under 
Providence,  he  knew  he  must  depend  for  success : 
the  lad  promised  well :  he  repaid  the  trouble  of 
his  father  by  a  generous  affection  ;  and  a  disdain 
of  whatever  was  base  or  vicious/seemed  a  tolerable 
security  against  the  first  attacks  of  the  world.  But 
his  father  was  too  diffident  of  his  own  powers  to 
trust  to  what  he  had  done ;  and  scarcely  could  he 
with  more  anxious  fear  have  looked  forward  to  the 
ordeal  the  young  man  must  pass,  had  he  been 
wholly  negligent  of  parental  duty.  The  christian 
virtues  do  not,  perhaps,  always  pay  ready  money ; 
but  they  bring  a  noble  interest  at  last ;  and  for  that 

be 
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he  waited  in  humble  hope ;  and  daily,  and  alniost 
hourly,  he  recommended  this  depository  of  all  his 
happiness  in  this  world,  to  Him,  who  '  alone  can 
rule  tlie  wills  and  affections  of  men.' 

After  the  departure  of  Lord  Portargis,  who  was 
still  to  consider  the  house  in  which  he  was  edu- 
cated as  his  only  home,  Mr.  Sydenham  made  a 
point  of  spending  the  ensuing  winter-vacation  in 
London  with  his  son  and  the  viscount.  He  had 
two  purposes  to  answer  in  taking  this  trouble;  the 
one  was,  that  he  miglit  himself  introduce  them  to 
those  pleasures  which  act  with  dangerous  force  on 
the  un^fuarded  mind,  but  are  innocent  and  useful 
when  properly  sought;  the  other  was,  and  herfe 
he  listened  to  the  voice  of  parental  affection,  and 
felt  as  a  father,  to  give  Lady  Luxmore  the  gratifi- 
cation of  seeing  her  son  often,  w  ithout  leaving  her 
the  power  of  doing  him  harm.  He  had  suffered 
to  pass,  unnoticed  and  unresented,  her  former  ill- 
humor  ;  and  taken  care,  even  while  Portai^gis*  was 
wholly  under  his  roof,  that  he  should  occasionally 
visit  her;  but  it  was,  and  he  was  resolved  still 
should  be,  a  pleasure  always  enjoyed  with  the  sad 
alloy'of  his  own  attendance.  In  these  intervals,  she 
never  made  the  slightest  reference  to  any  thing 
unpleasant  that  had  passed  between  them  ;  and 
the  mother  so  far  got  the  better  of  the  woman, 
that  she  behaved  unexceptionably  well,  seemed 
properly  gratified,  and  condescended  even  to 
notice  her  young  relation  Basil. 

These  days  would  have  been  days  of  rejoicing 
to  Gertrude,  had  the  sunshine  of  Lady  Luxmore's 

favor 
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favor  not  been  subject  to  clouds;  but  however 
capricious  by  nature  and  culture,  whatever  was 
her  humor  or  her  object,  still  Gertrude  was  to  ex- 
pect this  periodical  return  of  mortification.  It 
was  generally  contrived  that  she  should  be  in  dis- 
grace and  a  prisoner  when  Mr.  Sydenham,  his 
son,  aud  his  charge,  were  to  be  dinner-guests  ;  and 
though  the  good  nature  of  the  former  would  have 
made  him  add  his  request  to  Portargis's  demand 
for  her  liberation,  and  he  regretted  the  hard  treat- 
ment he  could  not  but  perceive,  yet  he  was  too 
prudent  to  interfere ;  for  he  already  saw,  with 
anxiety  for  them  both,  the  hold  she  had  on  the 
memory,  and  the  influence  she  had  over  the  infant 
passions,  of  the  viscount,  whose  natural  dispo- 
sition, though  far  from  bad,  was  marked  with  a 
dangerous  impetuosity  ;  and  whose  faults,  accom- 
panied by  an  irregular  generosity,  and  a  strong 
character  of  caprice,  must,  if  not  early  corrected, 
prove  a  source  of  infinite  uneasiness  to  himself 
and  those  interested  for  him,  or  connected  with 
him. 

The  species  of  regard  with  which  Gertrude 
met  Lord  Portargis's  vehement  affection,  was 
that  of  a  twin-sister;  and,  as  far  as  her  years 
w  ould  permit  it,  contained  that  interest  and  concern 
which,  perhaps,  constitute  the  most  valuable  de- 
scription of  love.  His  health  and  welfare,  his 
happiness  and  his  amusements,  were  of  impor- 
tance to  her  in  the  highest  degree;  but  a  thought 
of  herself  never  was  connected  with  her  feelings 
for  him,  any  farther  than  respected  the  advantage 

she 
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she  hoped  to  gain  from  his  i^nowledge  when  he 
had  acquired  it.  Alive  to  gratitude,  and  finding 
but  few  ciaimants  on  it,  she  reinemhcred  with  cc- 
stacy,  all  his  ht^le  kindnesses  to  her.  AVhat  he  gave 
her  was,  in  her  estimation,  invaluahle ;  and  what 
was  given  to  him,  she  looked  on  as  obligation 
conterred  on  herself.  ^\'hen  he  \vas  removed  to 
Eton,  he  ^^  rote  to  her ;  but  the  letter  was  not 
suftered  to  reach  her  before  the  seal  was  broken; 
it  was  made  the  subject  of  taunt  and  punishment  ; 
and  the  juvenile  correspondence  was,  perhaps 
wisely,  prohibited.  For  this  exercise  of  authority, 
the  viscount's  indi-vnation  was  turned  on  his  nio- 
ther;  and  with  very  little  ceremony,  he  let  her 
know  it,  with  an  additional  assurance,  that  he 
•^  hated  her,  for  her  cruelty  to  poor  Gatty,'  and 
that  he  always  would  hate  her  while  she  was  cruel. 
This  reforming  expedient  did  not  produce  much 
good :  it  perhaps  might  have  procured  the  final 
dismission  of  the  aforesaid  poor  Gatty,  if  her  lady- 
ship could  have  devised  a  plan  of  shifting  without 
her,  and  have  found  any  one  to  whom  she  could 
have  transferred  her :  but  when  we  are  very  angr\% 
we  are  seldom  very  prudent ;  and  in  bidding  AJrs. 
Aubrey  be  gone,  for  ever,  out  of  reach  and  hear- 
ing, her  ladyship  forgot,  that,  let  her  inclinations 
traverse  even  diametrically,  let  circumstances 
ever  so  well  justify  her,  or,  in  short,  let  what 
might  occur,  she  could  not  now  rid  herself  of  her 
burthen :  poor  Gatty  was  a  fixture,  and  having 
made  her  such,  those  who  know  the  waywardness 
of  the  human  will,  need  not  be  told  that  she  grc^w 
VQV  I,  R  daily 
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daily  less  an  object  of  affection.  Bishop  Wilcov 
)inew  his  fellow-creatqres,  when,  his  servants 
haying  murmured  o^  being  ordered  to  xvork  the 
engine  belonging  to  his  palace  at  Rochester,  he  in 
the  next  instance,  gate  them  pennission  to  J)laif 
the  engine* 


CHAP. 
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of  iiidtdstrj/.     Journal  of  a  day, 

OtRTRUDE  had  entered  on  her  twelfth  year, 
when  her  patroness  perfected  her  prudential  ar- 
rangements with  a  view'  to  render  them  lucraiive, 
by  sinking  every  taste  in  that  for  money;  and 
though  this  was,  afta'  all  her  endeavoi's,  in  the 
way  she  exerted  them,  a  sjjecies  of  thrift,  t\hich 
by  an  adjusted  balance  of  caprice  and  parsimony, 
saved  nothing  in  the  event,  but  what  it  v\K)uid  have 
been  meritorious  to  spend,  there  certainly,  if  vo- 
luntary choice  is  any  testimony,  must  have  been 
pleasure  in  the  effort.  We  know  the  tension  of 
mind  with  which  we  aim  at  the  utmost  in  other 
things. — ^To  hit  a  mark  is  a  common  object  of 
strenuous,  exertion : — sometimes  the  higher  it  is, 
the  ntore  honorable  ;  always  the  smaller  it  is, 
if  nothing  but  hitting  be  the  aim,  the  greater  is  our 
•'dexterity,  and  the  praise  we  merit.  Why  should 
not  parsimony  be  excellence?  it  includes  the  vir- 
tues of  fortitude  and  selt-deniai — pray,  praj  let 
it  have  its  advocates — xce  decline  the  task. 

Ji2  The 
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The  strict  practice  of  this  quality,  as  it  subsisted 
Jn  Lady  Luxmore's  family,  sometimes  occasioned 
differences  of  opinion  between  her  ladyship  and 
her  servants,  which  not  unfrequently  terminated 
in  the  instantaneous  dismission  of  the  whole  hous- 
hold  ;  the  mtnage  then  devolved  on  Gertrude  and 
a  substitute ;  ■  and  to  throw  coals  on  the  fire,  to 
shew  visitors  in  and  out,  to  take  in  milk  and  muf- 
fins at  the  door,  were  offices  for  which  the  at- 
tendance, on  the  Miss  Mendalls  was  dispensed  with. 

Her  ladyship  having;  adopted  this  plan  of  (Eco- 
nomy, pursued  it  with  feelings  of  encouragement 
derived  from  her  own  sources.  She  removed  from 
the  aiv-y  part  of  the  town,  in  which  she  had  hitherto 
lived,  to  a  house  newly  become  her  property,  and 
which  was  situated  in  a  choice  spot  of  dullness  in 
the  midst  of  uproar,  near  St.  James's.  This  change 
of  abode  took  Gertrude  entirely  from  under  the  care 
.of  the  Miss  Mendalls;  and  little  as  they  now  could 
do  for  her  instruction,  it  still  was  a  sad  privation 
to  her,  and  an  afflicting  separation  to  both  parties. 

But  it  was  not  long  that  she  felt  the  sad  pause 
occasioned  by  this  removal.  The  vacuum  was 
lillcd  in  a  way  that  made  a  veiy  important  alter- 
ation in  every  thipg  respecting  her,  both  at  presrent, 
?ind  in  the  future  character  of  her  situation. 

The  event  that  made  this  change  was  the  as- 
sumption into  Lady  Luxmore's  confined  liouse  and 
small  family,  of  Mr.  Sterling,  the  half-brother  of 
Mr.  Toms,  ^md  consequently  siep-imde  to  the 
countess.  It  was  to  him  that  she  was  indebted 
for  the  best  of  that  advice  which  ^youldj  had  it 
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been  follovved,  probably  have  kept  her  a  single 
woman,  but  which  had  produced  only  the  security 
of  her  large  property,  and  a  coolness  between  the 
parties  obliging  and  obliged. 

In  proportion,  however,  as  her  ladyship  repented 
her  precipitancy  in  marrying,  she  perhaps  blamed 
her  rejection  of  the  counsel  that  would  have  pre- 
vented it ;  and  her  uncle  being,  though  not  many 
years,  yet  older  than  herself,  and  rich,  and  a  child- 
less widower,  she  made  overtures  of  kindness, 
and  had,  for  some  time,  been  in  the  habit  of  visit- 
ing him,  and  receiving  his  visits.  The  comiorts 
of  advancing  age  were  rising  in  his  estimation  ;  and 
his  niece  having  no  objection  to  furnish  them,  on  art 
equitable  division  of  expences,  they  were  both 
prepared  to  see  the  advantage  of  making  one  house 
serve  them.  The  matter  was  soon  arranged  ■  and 
Mr.  Sterling,  a  stout  man  of  about  sixty  years  of 
age,  became  a  sort  of  inajor-domo  in  the  family,  or 
ratlier  '  a  partner  in  the  concern.' 

He  was  a  man  of  sound  sense  and  of  cultivated 
talents :  the  law  had  been  his  profession^  but  the 
liberality  of  his  brother  had  enabled  him  to  quit 
the  laborious  part  of  it ;  and  he  indulged  his  taste 
for  literature,  by  increasing  his  knowledge,  and 
diffusing  it  through  the  medium  of  the  press, 
which  was,  on  various  subjects,  generally  at  work 
in  his  service.  His  acquirements,  considerable  in 
themselves,  could  have  their  due  appreciation 
with  none  but  those  who  know  the  preclusion, 
which  being  thrown  at  fourteen  or  fifteen  into  one 
of  the  law  offices^  forms  against,  even  the  memory. 
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of  an  education.  It  is  in  vain,  in  general,  that 
a  young  nian  promises  himself  to  rise  an  hour 
earlier,  and  go  to  bed  an  hour  later  than  those 
content  with  their  stock  of  knowledge,  and  tliat 
his  vacation  shall  be  dedicated  to  the  unread 
classics*.  Weariness  is  weariness  to  ail  bodies, 
though,  perhaps,  not  to  ^11  mmds ;  and  a  horse, 
even  from  a  livery-stable,  will  distance  any  Pe- 
gasus that  fancy  may  mount  for  the  long  vaca- 
tion. Biit  j\Ir.  Sterling  :>  tastes,  and  those  of  a 
few  ^vhom  v,e  have  known,  were  too  strong  foi^ 
the  sap  of  indolence  or  the  treachery  of  pleasure. 

M^  was  what  is  termed  a  sound  black-letter 
law^yer,  and  a  perfect  English-scholvir ;  and  his 
reading,  various,  extensive,  and  deep,  led  him  be- 
yond the  writers  of 'his  own  country :  he  had  a 
passion  lor  music  of  the  old  school,  a  critical 
knowledge  of  painting  and  scdpture,  fine  ideas  of 
aichitecture,  and  the-  propensities  of  a  gentleman. 
He  was  a  man  of  the  strictest  probity  and  purest 
mind,  and  of  a  temper  naturally  inclined  to  every 
thing  social ;  but  the  wife  whom  he  had  lost,  had 
early  in  their  union  checked  this  disposition;  yet, 
when  she  married,  she  sat  down  with  good  inten- 

*  lie  would  at  times  speak  feelingly  of  tlip  hardships  which. 
\veiG.,  in  his  younger  days,  the  lot  and  the  discipline  of  lads  in 
his  situation;  and  of  those  casual  vexatious,  which  are  un- 
expectedly atoned  for,  he  would  give  an  instance  by  relating 
his  severe  feeling  of  the  unkindness  of  a  man,  who  seeing 
him  bathing  in  a  pond,  threw  his  clotiics  into  it.  *  I  bore  it 
then/  said  he,  *  and  had  ))o  choice.  Little  did  I  think  that 
that  pond,  the  field,  and  the  whole  estate,  -would  one  day  be 
mine/ 

tions. 
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lions,  and  meant  to  centre  all  her  joy  on  home 
and  her  husband;  but,  untowardly  for  the  comfort 
of  both,  she  was  very  imperfectly  informed  as  to 
the  best  method  of  doing  what  she  thought  her 
duty :  the  first  step  to  it  was  the  practice  of  sitting 
up  for  Mr.  Sterling,  to  the  injury  of  her  health 
and  the  irritation  of  her  nerves,  whenever  he  spent 
an  evening  from  home :  he  was  then  received  with 
tears  of  joy,  and  a  recitative  of  all  the  horrori> 
of  imagination  which  her  love  had  suggested:  this, 
however  pretty  for  the  first  fortnight,  had,  at  the 
end  of  that  time,  the  effect  of  hinting  to  him,  that 
he  purchased  his  enjoyment  at  the  price  of  a  fellow- 
creature's  peace  ;  and  consequently,  though  he 
could  not  stand  the  laugh  of  his  friends,  by  renounc- 
ing the  participation  he  had  promised  them  in 
their  little  social  meetings,  where  music  and  the 
various  branches  of  belles  lettres  gave  a  zest  ta 
conversation,  his  pleasure  in  these  amusements 
was  annihilated  :  the  finishing  stroke  ^^as  reserved 
for  the  period  of  six  weeks  after  marriage,  whea 
on  his  going  to  a  little  club  in  the  neighborhood, 
where  a  few  friends  met  to  sing  PurcelFs  music, 
she  with  tears  told  hin),  she  perceived  he  did  not 
love  her  so  well  as  he  had  done.  She  was  too 
pretty,  and  he  was  too  soft-hearted,  to  endure  the 
hearing  this  twice  :  he  told  his  friends,  he  had  now 
every  thing  the  world  could  give  him,  at  home, 
and  from  that  day,  he  obtained  the  appellation  of 
*  the  uxorious,'  from  which  nothing  but  the  death 
of  his  wife  could  have  freed  him. 
Her   assiduity  had  grown  rather  wearisome: 

springii^' 
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fi-pringing  from  an  ostentation  o(  duty,  and  not  from 
that  free-born  capacious  love  tliat  carries  discretion 
at  its  side,  it  existed  ouly  in  extremes:  she  Avould 
suffer  no  one  to  wait  on  him  but  herself;  she  was  his 
valet,  his  porter,  his  scout — every  thing,  ki  short, 
hvf\  companion  and  friend  ^  aiul  he  \\ho  well  knew 
the  real  province,  and  had  ho[)ed  for  tlie  best  affec- 
tions of  a  female  so  placed,  uas  far  from  pleased 
at  seeing  her  emulating  the  slavish  services  of  a 
negro.  Her  death  shocked  his  good  nature,,  hut 
did  not  much  abridge  his  iiap|>inesi; : — he. lost,  ii> 
dccd,  a  servant  wlio  anticipated  his  Avants;  but  he 
J* as  rid  of  a  perpetual  blister,  wliich  hindered  ids 
^enjoying  many  comforts.  As  their  tastes  were  not 
similar,. thi^ye  was  little  painiui  recollection  iu  theii' 
separalion ;  he  somi  settled  himself  again,  aigargon^ 
in  chambers,  and  remained  in  tliat  way  of  life,  till 
the  time  now  uientioned,  when  the  bold  thieveries 
©f  his  laundress,  added  to  some  instances  of  neg- 
)ii!;ence  that  endans-ered  his  health,  made  him  cast 
a  wishful  eye  towards  his  only  female- relatioru 
^:  In  his  progress  through  life,  halving  been  a  mani- 
much  resorted  to  ami  ielied  on,  engaged  .in  trusts, 
arbitrations,  and  chancery- suits^  h<^  had  been  com- 
spelled  to  see  much  evil,  so  nmdi  that  he  hard 
acquired  a  Imbit  of  looking  for  it,  and  of  s«[\posiyig 
it  where  it  did  not  exist.  With  this  adaptation  of 
his  visual  faculties,  his  sagacity  was  keen?,  and  that 
interest  w  hich  we  take  in  any  pr€N eminence  we 
possess,  made  it,  alasF  a  mutter  of  victory  and 
trKimph,  when  his  suspicions  proved  prophetic^ 
thus  prepossessed,  lie  was  severe;  but  he  was, 

whtn 
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when  left  to  himself,  seldom  unjust :  no  man  had 
more  candor  in  correcting  himself,  no  man  was 
more  easily  appeased  when  angry,  no  man  was 
more  disposed  to  encourage  virtue :  his  fault* 
miglit  have  been  averted,  had  he  married  a  woman, 
of  soothing  manners  and  strong  good  sense ;  and 
he  might  have  become  popular,  would  he  have 
connived  at  guilt  or  spoken  '  smooth'  instead  of 
true  things :  those  who  knew  him  best  defended , 
him  from  the  charge  of  uncharitable  austerity,  by 
asserting,  tliat  it  was  exercised  in  the  greatest  de- 
gree on  himself;  and  those  who  denied  iiim  to  be 
merciful,  were  such  only  as  were  yet  to  be  taught 
that  justice  must  be  satisfied  before  mercy  can 
find  place.  When  he  quitted  the  profession  of  the 
law,  the  most  honorable  testimonies  were  borne 
to  his  uprightness.  He  might  have  been  reproach- 
ed, as  Mary  de  ]\Iedicis  reproached  Bassompierre, 
for  disdaining  to  solicit  favors,  but  he  could  not- 
be  charged  with  accepting  them. 

Unfortunately,    Lady   Luxmore  was  his    only, 
refuge  against  the  inconveniences  of  a  solitary  old 
ag^e  :   everv  year  had  shortened  iiis  lists  of  cordial 
friendships,  without  any  substitutions  ;   for  he  had 
not  taken  the  wholesome  advice  of  '  splicing  in' 
agreeable   acquaintance,  to  prevent  this  natural 
evil  of  protracted  existence.     In  resorting  to  his 
niece's  house,  he  was  in  danger  of  extinguishing 
the  last  rav  of  that  better  lio;ht  which  would  have  • 
infoi'med  and  guided  his  superior  mind    and   its 
actions.     Though  he  remembered  the  time  v/hen  ? 
he  heartily  despised  her,   and  had  still  no  esteem . 

for 
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for  her,  yet  tliere  was  too  great  probability,  that  by 
tlie  frequent  repetition  of  lier  sentiments,  he  might' 
be  led  to  adopt  them,  and  end  that  life  as  a  cynic, 
which  be  had  hitherto  made  of  dignified  utility; 
for  even  their  bickerings,  which  at  times  were  car- 
ried, to  some  length,  though  the  arguments  used 
against  him  never  made  him  a  convert,  had  yet 
the  unhappy  effect  of  increasing  that  which  was 
already  too  strong  a  feature  in  his  character. 

The  influence  of.  a  man  so  circumstanced  and 
gifted,  could  not  be  negative ;  and  Gertrude,  for  a 
week  after  Mr.  Sterling's  arrival,  fancied  herself 
repaid  for  all  her  losses,  and  secured  from  every 
repetition  of  suftering.  She  had  been  accustomed 
to  see  him  as  a  visitor  ;  and  the  novel  society  of 
a  child,  seemed  to  have  the  power  of  bringing  out 
affections  and  tendernesses  he  had  forgotten  he 
possessed  ;  she  thought  herself  certain  of  a  friend 
in  him,  when  she  found  his  usual  kindness  of  man- 
ner towards  her  increased,  perhaps,  by  good  hu- 
mor resulting  from  the  hope  of  improved  comfort. 

It  remained,  for  some  days,  matter  of  unalloyed 
delight,  when  Ciertrude  saw  a  numerous  collection 
of  what  she  thoiidit  '  most  entertainini^-lookin«i 
books,'  arranged  with  all  possible  frugality  of  space, 
round  the  back  parlor,  and  the  adjoining  room, 
which  characterises  the  old-fashioned  form  of  build-, 
ing  what  is  called  a  harpsichord-house:  and  the. 
pleiisure  and  profit  their  exteriors  promised, 
seemed  secured  to  her  by  Mr.  Sterling  s  good  hu- 
uiored  adoption  of  her  into  .his  service,  by  the  style 
and  titijp  of  *  hii^  little  handmaid.' 

Instead 
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Instead  of  that  monotonous  war  with  the  nature 
of  things,  which  girls,  with  scanty  wardrobes  and 
scanty  means,  are  doomed  to  carry  on,  by  means 
of  needle  and  thread,  a  new  and  various  field  of 
employment  now  opened  to  her  view :  she  was  set 
to  copy,  on  paper  so  large,  that  her  want  of  height 
obliged  her  to  kneel  on  her  chair,  long  extracts 
from  folio-books,  and,  not  unfrequently,  printed 
in  what  is  called  the  black  letter.  Ladies,  coming 
in  and  seeing  her  thus  employed,  precipitately 
thought  this  very  wonderful.  Gertrude  did  not 
adopt  their  idea,  as  it  existed  in  their  minds :  re-- 
membering,  that  she  had  learnt  this  character  by 
its  being  within  two  inches  of  the  common  alpha- 
bet, and  feehng  that  it  was  almost  impossible  not 
to  learn  it,  it  appeared  to  her,  indeed,  iconderfut 
that  any  one  should  make  a  difficulty  of  it.  But 
a  difficulty  she  was  forced  to  know  it  is,  to  some 

people ;  for  Dr.  — looking  over  her  shoulder 

at  what  she  was  copying,  said,  *  I  think,  in  a  few 
hours  I  could  accomplish  reading  it.' — What  a 
happiness  it  would  be  for  the  young,  if  the  old 
would  sometimes  keep  silence*! 

The  pen  had  succeeded  to  the  needle  in  the 
hand  of  Gertrude :  the  scissars  gave,  way  to  that 
useful  implement  in  the  work  of  a  scholar,  tiie 
pastC'brush;  to  bleach  prints  that  had  been  stain- 
ed, and  to  separate  them,  without  injury,  from  a 

*    *  I  cannot  attempt  learning  German/  said  miss  Lazy- 
brains, — *  the  character  is  such  an  impediment/ — *  There  are 

very  few  of  the  letters  (Jiffcrcnt  from  our  black  letter* 

*  True,  but  who  can  read  blach  Utter '9'-'^^  Good  morning.' 

canvas. 
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canvas,  were  works  in  which  she  had  to  assist :  to 
fetch  and  carry  was  her  exercise ;  and  in  a  very 
short  time,  a  post  still  more  honorable  was  assign- 
ed her.  I\Ir.  Sterling  began  to  print  a  work,  so. 
voluminous  as  to  a  afford  a  prospect  of  seven 
years'  employment  for  the  pr^ss ;  and  he  declared 
his  intention  of  making  her  correct  the  typogra-, 
phical  errors :  an  occupation  not  unjustly  denomi- 
nated sordid,  servile,  dull,  and  every  thing  disa- 
greeable ;  but  it  formed  too  strong  a  feature  in 
Gertrude's  cheap  education  to  be  omitted  or 
slightly  noticed ;  and  while  it  is  depreciated  as  the 
lowest  '  fag'  of  literature,  we  would  wish  to  bear, 
in  memory  this  truth,  that  the  superfluous  know- 
ledge of  the  wise  would  '  set  up'  the  ignorant,  and 
tliat  what  the  tall  stoop  to  perform,  t\\e  short  must 
stand  on  tiptoe  to  atchieve.  To  this  tip  toe -posture, 
of  mind,  Gertrude  was,  tin^ough  life,  indebted. 

A  little  conversation  on  the  subject,  informed 
her  of  the  mode  of  printing,  the  impossibility  o^ 
avoiding  errors,  the  consequent  necessity  of .  cor- 
rection, and  the  mode  of  correcting ;  and  tlie  large, 
remuneration  offered  her  of  a  farthing  for  every, 
detected  mistake,  would  have  tempted,  her,  who 
had  as  yet  but  one  penny  per.Aveek,  to  a  more  la- 
borious undertaking.  On  receiving  her  orders^ 
and  a  proof-sheet  to  practice  on,  she  stared,  and 
enjoyed  her  own  importance, -then  doubted  •  the> 
possibility  of  her  satisfying  Mr.  Sterling,  and  hav- 
ing made  the  experiment  of  a  page,  sat  down  again 
in  proud  delight,  to  reverse  lop-side- to'ther- way- 
letters,  arrange  words  shuffled  out  of  their  quar-, 
...  ters, 
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ters,  amend  orthography,  and  settle  punctuation. 
He  was  not  displeased  with  what  she  did:  the 
-sheet,  though  he  had  not  been  extremely  liberal  of 
*■  the  facilitating  methods/  was  correct,  *  Bene 
ascolta  chi  nota.' 

Of  her  pecuniary  reward,  indeed,  she  was  dis- 
appointed. A  short  calculation  which  he  set  her 
to  make,  convinced  him,  that  he  should  purchase 
assistance  too  dear  at  the  ratio  he  had  established. 
*  But  I  may  go  on,  Sir,'  said  she,  *  may  I  not?  even 
if  I  am  not  to  have  the  farthings.'  '  Certainly,* 
he  replied. — *  I  know  no  stimulus  to  labor  butgain,' 
was  the  sentiment,  not  of  a  corrupt,  but  unquestion- 
ably of  a  diseased  mind. 

The  correction  of  the  press  was  sometimes  car- 
ried on  in  the  study,  for  the  convenience  of  asking 
•questions  when  doubts  arose ;  but  the  writing  was 
performed  in  the  room  in  which  the  countess  sat 
Gertrude's  hand  was  not  yet  settled,  but  it  was  not 
incapable  of  writing  well,  even  now ;  and  to  write 
illegibly  is  not  so  often  the  fault  of  young  practi- 
tioners, as  of  those  who  have  had  too  much  prac- 
tice :  her  business  was,  in  general,  of  a  sort  ex- 
tremely dry;  but  if  it  had  brought  with  it  any 
pleasure,  the  sensation  would  have  been  consider- 
ably lowered,  by  the  moderating  spirit  of  Lady 
Luxmore,  who,  not  venturing  to  prohibit  or  en- 
tirely to  object,  nevertheless  threw  out  frequent 
hints  of  the  mischief  all  this  would  do  '  Miss' — 
the  loss  of  time,  as  it  hindered  *  her  plain  work' — 
^(J  the  folly  of  setting  a  girl  about  business  that 

would 
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would  make  her  masculine,  and  must  make  her 
conceited. 

But  all  this  affected  not  Gertrude:  she  was 
kept  chearful  by  the  nerve  of  industry,  and  she 
hoped  what  she  was  doing  would,  in  time,  lead  to 
knowledge.  That  what  was  necessary  to  be  done 
might  not  be  omitted,  she  was  obliged  to  rise  early; 
«nd  Mr.  Sterling  s  bookseller  having  given  her  a 
child's  volume  of  poems,  extracted  from  some  of 
our  best  poets,  she  made  the  learning  some  lines 
from  it  every  morning,  a  duty  succeeding  that  of 
reading  the  Psalter,  the  Bible,  and  Dr.  Watts. 

Let  it  not,  however,  be  imagined,  that  Gertrude, 
in  what  Lady  Luxmore  was  pleased  to  style  her 
*  shocking  masculine  employments,'  lost  any  of  the 
natural  impression  of  a  female  mind.  She  loved 
and  delighted  in  every  thing  that  belonged  to  her 
sex ;  but  precluded,  as  she  was,  from  all  that  must 
have  reached  her  through  the  medium  of  kindness 
in  her  patroness,  to  indulge  these  propensities  was 
impossible.  The  most  sordid  care  of  her  clotlies 
occupied  her  needle,  and  was  exercised  in  the 
room  where  Lady  Luxmore  received  her  visitors, 
at  those  intervals  when  Mr.  Sterling  did  not  em* 
ploy  her.  She  assisted  in  every  thuig  where  her 
assistance  could  be  made  useful:  she  broke  sugar; 
she  unpacked  tea,  she  gave  out  stores ;  she  kept 
an  account  of  candles,  apples,  pears,  wine,  and-^ 
of  the  height  of  the  thermometer!  Though  in-^ 
trusted  with  no  power,  she  was  made,  in  some 
ineasure,  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  the  houses 
hold  :  she  w^s  sent,  almost  every  hour,  into  the  kit-? 
1  cheujj 
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cben  ;  and  a  hint  of  watchfulness  was  given  her 
with  an  appeal  to  her  selfishness,  that  she  even 
then  disdained,  when  she  was  told,  that  w^hatever 
depredations  she  could  prevent  among  the  ser- 
vants, might  probably  turn  out  to  the  advantage  of 
her  wardrobe.  At  twelve  years  old,  she  ^aw 
through  the  fallacy  of  this  argument;  and  having, 
without  the  motive,  made  one  honest  attempt  to 
save  her  benefactress  from  injury,  which  ended  in 
her  ladyship's  taking  part  \\ith  the  cused  ser- 
vant, ahe  gave  up  all  pretension  to  the  character 
and  virtues  of  a  spy. 

Gertrude's  day  is  easily  described.  To  the  du- 
ties of  the  breakfast-table,  and  those  of  ambassa- 
dress to  the  cook,  succeeded  her  employments  for 
Mr.  Sterling,  or  the  countess,  then  an  airing  through 
the  streets  and  squares,  with  that  useful  adjunct, 
Hyde-park,  or  a  little  frugal  shopping,  or  a  few- 
calls  on  persons,  whose  real  or  asserted  absence 
from  home  was  *  most  earnestly  desired.'  This 
filled  up  the  morning  tolerably,  though  not  with- 
out complaining  of  languor,  tediousness,  and  bad 
"weather.  If  the  rest  of  the  day  was  speiit  without 
company  or  engagement,  Gertrude  withdrew 
with  the  table-cloth,  and  one  hour  was  her 
own,  an  hour  so  enjoyed  that  she  frequently,  in  her 
impatience  to  gain  her  own  apartment,  exhausted 
her  breath,  and  destroyed  her  powers,  by  the  ve* 
locity  w^ith  which  she  ran  to  it.  At  the  expiration 
of  this  hour,  she  was  summoned  to  minister  at  the 
repast  of  coffee ;  and  from  this  time,  except  w-hefi 

\  sent 
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sent  into  the  kitchen  for  her  supper,  she  quitted 
the  room  no  more  till  she  was  dismissed  to  lier  rest. 
These  hours  of  the  evening  were  generally  occu- 
pied hy  writing  for  Mr.  Sterling :  the  alternative 
was  much  worse;  it  was  cribbage  with  the  countess, 
at  which  she  dared  not  win. 

Fire  and  candle  did  not  come  under  the  techni* 
cal  description  of  iiecessaries  of  life,  in  Lady  Lux- 
more's  consideration,  at  least,  when  she  considered 
for  others ;  and  they  were  blessings  Gertrude  sel-  , 
dom  enjoyed  but  in  participation  :  in  her  apart- 
ment, the  former  was  an  indulgence  never  seen. 
Ends  of  candle  she  could  beg ;  but  the  want  of 
Avarmth  she  could  not  supply;  and  her  constitution, 
though  unconunonly  free  from  all  cause  of  com- 
plaint, was  not  of  tlie  most  robust  temper.  She 
could,  by  painful  experience,  tell,  that  extreme  heat 
does  not  produce  a  more  deathlike  feeling  than  ex-' 
treme  cold  ;  but  as  custom  makes  that  easy  which 
novelty  makes  difficult,  she  could  bear  a  great  de- 
gree of  either,  without  being  '  driven  from  her  nfoor- 
ings  •'  and  these  early  habitudes,  though  at  the 
time  severe,  served  not  only  to  make^her  grateful 
for  indulgences,  but  to  save  her  from  artificial 
wants,  and  to  enable  her  to  be  content  when  others 
murmured.  , 

.  The  commission  of  a  grievous  fault,  no  less 
than  that  of  writing,  xvho,  for  whom,  very  early  in 
her  labors,  drew  on  her  a  very  severe  reprehension 
from  Mr.  Sterling,  but  followed  by  a  benefit  that 
more  than  atoned  for  it:  he  bought  for  her  that^ 
^ccideoce  tg  the  Latin  grammar,  \\\\\c\\  passes  uw-^ 

der- 
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der  the  nanle  of  Lily,  but  which  is  said  to  have 
been  the  work  of  no  less  a  man  than  Cardinal 
Wolsey ;  and  when  he  had  forgotten  the  occasion 
of  giving  it,  he  interested  himself  in  her  becoming 
mistress  of  it :  he  told  her  she  might  pass  over 
the  Latin  part  of  the  examples  ;  but  she  did  not  use 
the  permission.  Most  seriously  do  we  wish  that  all 
girls  who  are  taught  the  grammar  of  their  own  lan- 
guage, were  allowed  to  derive  their  first  knowledge 
on  the  subject  from  this  or  a  similar  tract;  it 
would  be  very  easy  to  induce  them  subsequently 
to  admit  the  variations  of  other  languages ;  but  in 
the  present  mode  of  working  backwards  from  ex- 
ceptions to  general  rules,  the  business  is  sadly 
performed. 


VOL,  I. 


CHAR 
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CHAPTUl    XXX. 


T/ic  world  (Joes  not  ahvays  slight  those tiho  haxe  sJighttd  it,  TJ- 
terary  iiabits,  TJie  axakxvardness  of  a  novice,  Hevcrc  discipbne. 
How  to  prevent  a  girl's  readings  Hfm  to  collect  a  librqrt/. 
Hqvi  to  himkr  ^  girl's  leartting  mime.  Thrift,  ancieut  ^n^ 
modern.  J-Ioxu  to  attach  young  men.  An  agreeable  man. 
The  Ut tie  beggar  too  interesting.  A  secretary  in  training. 
Original  letter,     A  visit  to  Ovford.     Perfect  htijipines^* 

Though  Mr.  Sterling  had  slighted  the  world,  the 
world  was  not  inclined  to  neglect  him;  and  when  it 
was  known  that  he  was  living  near  St.  James's, 
and  was  met  by  some  of  his  former  acquaintance, 
and  by  those  who  knew  him  in  booksellers'  shops, 
taking  his  daily  musing  walk  round  the  park,  he 
perhaps  did  not  feel  inclined  to  reject  overtures  to 
intercourse.  As  he  had  advanced  in  life,  he  had, 
unknown  to  himself,  acquired  a  new  character: 
he  had  credit  and  fame ;  and  his  taste  on  many  sub- 
jects was  become  authority:  he  had,  at  an  early 
period  of  his  life,  given  the  world  a  work  which 
had  been  well  received,  and  had  established  his 
reputation  as  an  author:  he  had  rendered  essential 
service  to  the  legislature  by  making  points,  till  then 
unfixed,  clear  and  permanent:  he  had  preserved 
pure  morals,  and  an  inviolable  integrity;  and  hav- 
ing lost  none  of  his  powers  of  conversation,  his  ac- 

qusijntance 
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quaintance  was  still  desirable :  he,  therefore,  at  his 
setting  out  uith  his  niece,  soon  found  himselt  very 
pleasantly  connected  ^vith  those,  who  remained,  of 
his  own  standing,  and  those  who  were  desirous  of 
profiting  by  his  knowledge ;  and  Gertrude,  at  this 
early  period  of  her  life,  was  accustomed  to  see  in 
his  study,  for  he  dared  seldom  introduce  them  far- 
ther, such  a  constjllation  of  intellect  exerted  in 
various  ways,  as  a  long  life  does  not  always  exhibit. 
It  is  true  she  was  sent  av\  ay  on  the  admission  of 
visitors;  but  it  a  book  was  wanted, or  an  extract  was 
to  be  made,  her  name  resounded  all  over  the  house, 
and  called  her  to  the  conference,  to  the  no  small 
annoyance  of  poor  Lady  Luxmore,  who  wondered^ 
'  for  God's  sake,'  what  all  this  was  to  end  in. 

All  Gertrude's  days,  indeed,  were  not  days  of 
agreeable  exertion.  Mr.  Sterling  was  not  easily 
pleased  by  any  one  so  little  in  the  habit  of  bushiess. 
She  sometimes  mistook  his  orders,  and  turned  the 
paper  she  wrote  on,  the  wrong  way,  or  she  made 
erasures  or  interlineations,  or  she  could  not  always 
read  his  rough  copy,  or  alas  !  the  infirmity  of  hu- 
man nature  did  not  always  write  so  fan'ly  as  it 
ought  to  do,  and  then  she  was  subject  to  very  se- 
vere reprehension,  enforced  not  unfrequently  with 
the  hand.  Often,  when  nothing  would  please, 
and  the  fates  seemed  conspiring  against  her,  she 
passed  part  of  the  day  in  tears  which  obtained  no 
pity.  She  felt  it  a  great  hardship,  notwithstanding 
all  her  disposition  to  gain  knowledge,  at  whatever 
might  be  the  market -pricey  to  be  sharply  reproved 
whenever  she  returned  the  answers,  *  I  do  not 
s  %  know/' 
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know,'  or  *  I  cannot  tell,'  or  - 1  did  not  think,' or  *  I 
thought.'  *  Why  do  you  not  know?'  '  A\'hy  cannot 
you  tell  ?' — *  Wliy  did  you  not  tliink  ?' — and  some-, 
times — '  What  business  had  you  to  think  ?'  were 
replies,  followed  by  an  exhortation,  beginning, 
*  AVhen  I  was  your  age*.  In  whatever  she  was 
set  to  do,  she  was  to  tind  the  means  :  in  whatever 
she  was  ordered  to  seek,  she  could  rely  only  on 
her  own  sagacity ;  and  perceiving  that  it  was  often 
the  shortest  way  to  begin  and  turn  regularly 
through  a  folio-volume,  those  acquainted  with  the 
quantity  of  desultory  knowledge  to  be  gleaned  in 
this  way,  were  not  astonished  that,  she  knew  more 
than  most  girls,  without  having  one  brilliant  qua- 
lity, or  a  ray  of  genius  :  she  was  in  no  danger  of 
being  flattered  into  conceit :  if  any  gentleman  com- 
mended his  little  assistant,  Mr.  Sterling  answered, 
'  She  must  do  it ;'  and  if  allowed  to  reply,  *  I  am 
yery  happy.  Sir,  to  be  able,'  she  was  perfectly  sa- 
iisfied  with  her  situation  in  the  eye  of  his  friends. 
All,  however,  that  she  could  endure  from  a  mind 

*  TIic  coincidence  of  this  trait  of  character,  Avith  a  pecu- 
liarity of  the  Russian  general,  Suvorof,  as  recorded  by  Dr. 
Clarke,  would  excuse  an  unfair  accusation  of  us,  or  if  we 
depended  on  our  invention,  deter  us  from  this  seeming  plagi- 
arism. Our  pa(2;e  was  written  before  Dr.  Clarke's  work  was 
seen  by  us,  probably  before  it  vvas  published.  We  leave  our 
fiSct  to  shift  for  itself,  only  arguing  from  the  resemblance, 
what  our  own  feelings  corroborate,  that  there  are  few  con- 
trasts more  irritating  than  the  supine  relaxation  of  contented 
ignorance,  when  opposed  to  the  energies  of  a  mind  whose  eve- 
ry pore  is  open  to  imbibe  learnini;. 

likd 
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like  his,  when  left  to  itself,  was  trifling  matter  of 
complaint,  when  compared  to  the  uneasiness  she 
sutFered  under  the  hifluence  of  Lady  Luxmore  on 
him :  she  met  it  everywhere ;  and  though  her  use- 
fulness prevented  its  depriving  her  of  all  her  en- 
joyments, or  all  his  favor,  it  occurred  too  fre- 
quently not  to  he  feared  and  looked  for.  The 
letterings  of  his  books  had,  on  the  display  of  his 
library,  afforded  her  a  high  hope  of  pleasure,  and 
this  was  realised,  in  some  measure,  by  his  allowing 
her  free  access  to  the  shelves.  As,  like  many  lite- 
rary men,  his  time  for  working  hard  was  that  when 
he  should  have  slept,  his  hour  of  rising  in  the 
morning,  and  consequently  the  breakfast-hour, 
were  late.  Gertrude  soon  found  that  this  would 
leave  her  a  most  convenient  space  of  time,  as  she 
was  expected  to  be  on  the  spot  to  prepare  break- 
fast, and  frequently,  for  want  of  her  materials, 
could  not  proceed  in  what  she  was  at  work  on.  To 
employ  this  interval,  could  not  give  offence  to  the 
countess,  as  affecting,  very  shortly  after  Mr.  Ster- 
ling's employment  of  Gertrude,  to  consider  her  as 
his  peculiar  property,  taken  forcibly  from  her,  she 
chose  to  '  spite  herself,'  rather  than  prevent  her 
remainincf  idle. 

o 

To  make  the  best  profit  of  this  precarious  hour, 
at  every  minute  of  which  she  might  hear  his  foot- 
step, and  be  called  off,  she  determined  to  read 
those  books  in  the  library  nearest  at  hand,  some  of 
which,  being  biography,  voyages,  and  travels,  pro- 
mised her  instruction  and  amusement.  As  she 
could  not  suppose  sh^  was  doing  wrong,  she  used 

no 
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no  concealment;  and  of  course,  as  Lady  Luxmore 
disliked  being  left  alone,  she  sat  down  in  the  same 
room  uith  her.  Interruptions  certainly  came  very 
close  to  each  other ;  but  accustomed  to  be  thwarted, 
she  heeded  them  little,  and  left  oft'  for  every  trifle 
that  could  be  contrived  for  her  annoyance,  resuni- 
ins;  her  reading  between  the  stage  directions  of 
^  Do  fetch  me  a  handkerchief;'  '  Do  shut  the  door ;' 
*  Do  open  the  window  ;'  *  Do  pick  up  my  scissars/ 
Feeling  some  hints  that  she  could  not  talk  while 
she  read,  though  at  no  other  time  did  the  countess 
seem  to  a\  ish  for  her  conversation,  she  tried  the 
J>r!cifying  effect  of  reading  aloutl ;  but  her  ladyship 
being  taken  with  a  fit  of  bustljng,  to  which  suc- 
ceeded a  fit  of  coughing,  she  contented  herself 
with  making  remarks  on  the  subject  of  her  read- 
ing ;  and  in  her  own  li^nguage  she  described  the 
pleasure  she  derived  from  the  book  in  her  hand. 

She  must  not  be  blamed  for  not  having  foresee^ 
the  effect  of  this  policy.  She  did  not  know  that 
Lady  Luxmore  would  report  what  she  had  $aid, 
in  such  a  manner,  that  Mr.  Sterling  would  feel 
himself  compelled  to  make  a  present  to  her  of  the 
book  in  question,  without  giving  the  reader  the  op- 
tion of  concluding  it.  From  that  instant,  it  wa$ 
consigned  to  a  book-case,  of  which  the  owner  kept 
the  key,  duly  ticketed,  and  deposited  in  a  drawer 
of  a  bureau,  of  which  she  carried  the  key  about 
her;  and  from  this  imprisonment,  the  author  so 
seized  on,  had  no  chance  of  escaping  for  a  mo- 
ment, till  a  yearly  dusting  made  havock  with 
the  vegetative  adhesions  of  the  undisturbed  damp. 
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Against  this  subtlety,  wiiich  had  already  de- 
prived her  of  two  or  three  entertaining  books,  such 
as  Couimodore  Byron's  narrative,  Lord  Anson's 
voyage,  and  the  shipwreck  of  Pierre  Viaude,  tl'/ere 
was  one  remedy  ;  and  this  was  to  take  such  books 
only,  as  could  afford  no  temptation  or  excuse  to 
wish  for  others ;  for  though,  as  Lady  Luxmore  ne- 
ver read,  it  seemed  a  matter  of  inaifference  whe- 
ther she  longed  for  the  wi-itings  ot  Plato,  or  of 
Pope,  yet  there  was  a  sort  of  probability  which  it 
could  not  be  doubted  she  would  *  keep  in  view;' 
and  the  plan,  to  a  certain  degree,  succeeded;  for 
if  ever  she  now  came'  to  tne  knowledge  of  what 
Gertrude  was  reading,  she  made  no  iarther  re- 
mark, than  that  she  vv'ondered  how  she  could 
spend  her  time  so,  and,  ended,  with  a  request  to 
know  whether  some  of  her  clothes  did  not  want 
mending. 

But  all  this  forfilication  of  prudence  was  insuf- 
ficient :  the  poor  reader  was  still  in  danger,  and  a 
danger  she  had  not  been  aware  of,  and  of  a  nature 
far  more  serious :  bv  shunnincr  books  of  li_j;ht 
amusement,  she  was  betrayed  into  those  on  sub- 
jects which  might  have  brought  mischief  with 
them.  Had  she  had  a  little  more  sagacity,  she 
must  have  begun  by  this  time  to  suspect  that  she 
was,  \vhen  out  of  the  sight  and  hearing  of  JMr. 
Sterling  and  his  niece,  honored  with  their  thoughts^ 
and  perhaps  the  topic  of  their  conversation,  wheu 
she  was  asleep ;  but  ill  humor  which  she  did  notf 
merit,  she  did  not  always  perceive ;  and  when  Mr. 
Sterling  one  morning  eisquired  what  she  was  read- 
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ing,  and  she  answered,  *  Dr.  Watts's  enquiry  con- 
cerning, *  What  is  Space  ?'  she  acquiesced  in  hia 
taking  the  book  out  of  her  hands,  satisfied  that 
he  judged  rightly  in  saying  she  could  not  under- 
stand it.  The  next  morning  brought  the  same 
enquiry  with  less  benignity;  and  her  answer  then 
being,  *  Montaigne's  Essays,'  he  took  away  the 
volume,  and  advised  her  to  mind  Lady  Luxmore, 
and  do  more  needle-work.  She  gave  up  the  book 
and  the  habit,  and  began  to  fear  that  somebody 
did  not  like  she  should  read. — Who  this  was,  a 
little  reasoning  by  analogy  informed  her. 

In  her  chearful  moments,  which,  notwithstand- 
ing that  she  was  still  a  pageant  of  tawdry  oeco- 
nomy  in  her  dress,  and  perpetually  under  repre- 
hension for  some  inadvertence  or  fancied  misde- 
ineanor,  were  more  than  the  children  of  the  present 
day  would  believe,  Mr.  Sterling  had  heard  her 
sing,  and  convinced  that  her  ear  was  correct,  he 
told  her  in  one  of  his  good-humored  intervals, 
*  that  he  had  half  a  mind'  to  have  her  taught  to 
play,  Siie  was  alqiost  frantic  with  delight,  but 
beginning  to  grow  cunning,  she  was  silent  on  this 
subject  to  Lady  Luxmore,  To  her  great  surprise, 
her  ladyship  herself  mentioned  it  with  many  enco- 
miums on  her  uncle's  generosity  ;  but  the  surprise 
lasted  not  long :  she  kindly  advised  '  Miss,'  should 
he  again  express  the  intention  he  hiad  hinted,  to 
decline  it,  as  he  would,  she  knew,  be  '  monstrous 
angry,'  should  she  not  excel,  and  '  there  cQuld  bo 
no  chance  of  her  excelling,  The  her  was  in  strong 
Italic ;  the  matter  was  spoken  of  at  the  brcakfast- 

^t^ble^ 
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table;  and  her  ladyship  obligingly  answered  for 
'  Miss,'  that  ^  she  had  no  desire  to  learn  music' 

The  society  at  Lady  Luxmore's  had  now,  as  far 
as  regarded  her,  drawn  into  a  very  narrow  com- 
pass. Something  of  our  power  of  attracting  de- 
pends perhaps  on  the  place  in  which  we  live,  and 
the  style  we  support ;  and  certainly  her  present 
abode  was  no  more  attractive  than  commodious : 
had  she  not,  in  the  early  part  of  her  life,  under- 
gone the  discipline  of  a  smoke-drying  in  one  of  the 
closest  streets  of  the  city,  her  health  might  have 
suffered  by  her  remove  ;  but  as  the  house  w  as  her 
own,  and  to  let  it  she  must  have  laid  out  money, 
she  always  stood  forth  its  champion.  '  It  Avas  so 
near  the  parks  that  it  must  be  airy,  and  so  near  the 
palace  that  it  must  be  gay/ 

For  every  change  in  her  modes  of  life,  she  re- 
ferred to  her  own  choice,  and  stigmatised  as  the 
votaries  of  nonsense  all  who  deviated  from  her. 
The  world,  or  her  climate  of  it,  was  not,  indeed 
new  to  her.  She  had  gone  through,  as  far  as 
refinement  then  furnished  means,  all  that  routine, 
which,  in  its  now  increased  eccentricity,  converts 
the  mistress  of  a  noble  mansion  into  the  hostess 
of  an  assembly-house.  She  had  not,  indeed, 
entered  into  contracts  and  partnerships  with  the 
mercenary  troops  of  Euphrosyne :  she  had  not 
squabbled  who  should  find  refreshments,  or  how  ma^ 
ny  tickets  she  should  '  be  allowed'  for  '  her  friends  ;' 
she  had  not  hired  rout-chairs,  rout-glasses,  rout- 
china,  to  accommodate  the  guests;  for  these  plans, 

«ot 
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not  of  GBCcnomy,  but  oi  fwesshig,  and  of  living 
above  ourselves,  had  not  then  occurred  to  the  ima- 
gination. Yet,  even  then,  thrift  o!)truded  her  si- 
newy visage  and  skinny  fingers,  into  the  haunts 
of  pleasure ;  and  to  furnish  cards,  Scotch  coal,  and 
sometimes  lights,  were  part  of  the  contract  between 
fine  people  and  their  footmen.  The  guests  paid 
the  rcckon'mg  under  the  candlestick,  and  subscri- 
bed to  tlie  wages  of  the  domestics  as  they  depart- 
ed. '  You  will  be  careful,  my  dear  lady  Honoria,* 
said  Mrs.  Thoroughbred  to  her  noble  and  wealthy 
niece,  on  introducing  her,  *  to  leave  your  card- 
money,  and  fee  the  footmen  at  Lady  Cormorant's 
rout  and  supper  to-night.'  '  Certainly,'  replied  the 
generous  mountain-heiress,  '  and  half-guineas  under 
our  plates,  I  suppose,  for  the  supper.' 

Is  it  impossible  that  we  should  be  content  to  let 
our  means  bound  our  plans  of  expence  ?  or  is  it 
just  that  persons  invited  should  pay  the  expence 
of  the  entertainments  made  for  them  r  If  it  be 
the  nature  of  things,  it  is  vain  to  contend  against 
it :  if  it  be  fit,  we  are  culpable  in  our  endeavor  to 
coiTect  it,  or  absurd  to  submit  it  to  consideration ; 
but  the  combination  of  liberality  and  parsimony, 
of  splendor  and  meanness,  is,  to  our  natural  feel- 
ings, most  galling — We  could  give  such  instances  !' 

To  return  to  the  preterite  gala-days  of  Lady 
Luxmore.  She  had,  while  inhabitincj  her  eleo;ant 
mansion  in  the  new  buildings,  boasted  her  *  three- 
hundred'  and  her  *  fi ve-hundred'-routs  and  parties  : 
she  had  announced  balls,  suppers,  and  the  recep- 
tion of  masks,  and  had  given  dejeunis  at  the  hour 

of 
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of  dinner,  and  joined  her  lord  in  dinners  at  an 
hour  long  after  that  of  the  curfew  ;  her  iiouns  had 
not,  perhaps,  been  so  ^  tastefully'  chalked  as  those 
of  the  present  day  :  her  plateaua:  had  not,  perhaps, 
exhibited  as  fine  landscapes  as  the  hand  of  an  ar- 
tist now  ^  throws  :'  her  vases,  her  canddahra,  her 
exotics,  cnrtainSj  sofas,  and  carpets  had  been  pro- 
bably of  elegance  inferior  to  our's  ;  tor  it  cannot 
be  denied,  that  the  improvements  in  the  decora- 
tions  of  our  houses  have   been,   within  the  last 
twenty  years,  great  and  gratifying ;  but  her  man- 
sion, and  its   contents  had  been   seen,   admired, 
envied,  and  abused ;  and  when  all  this  had  sated, 
,and  became  a  tale  ten  times  told,  as  her  husband's 
pecuniary  arrangements  with  her  had  given  her 
power  to  act  as  she  saw^  good  in  tlie  matter  of  her 
own  comforts,  the  advertisement  of  '  the  well-as- 
sorted, and  superbly  elegant  furniture  of  a  lady  of 
fashion,'  with  the  consequent  irregular  ode  ^  to  Ne- 
cessity beginning'  'Lot  1.  A  feather-bed,  bolster, 
and  two  pillows,'  had  cleared  off  all  this  now  need- 
less splendor,  while  the  *  retired  villa'  at  Rich- 
mond had  passed,  as  it  stood,  into  the  hands  of  a 
dealer  in  temporary  dwellings.    1  o  th^  new  abode 
she  brought  the  more  substantial  mahogany-tables 
and  chairs  of  a  distant  relation,   who,    with  tuat 
spirit  which  often  guides  the  makers  ';f  wihs,  left 
the  little  she  possessed  to  the  countess  of  Luxmore, 
merely  because,  of  all  those  who  were  looking  for 
her  death,  she  wanted  her  property  the  least. 

Thus  situated,   and  havinsj  starved  down  one 
species  of  pride,  she  had  no  wish  for  society.  Those 

who 
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■vvlio  had  known  her  only  as  Lady  Luxmore,  and 
who  judged  her  supcrlicially,  thought  her  greatly 
altered;  but,  persons  better  informed,  called  to 
mind  the  fable  of  tlie  metamorphosed  cat,  and, 
remembering  tlie  habits,  manners,  and  countenance 
of  ]\Ir.  Toms,  could  fancy  they  saw  him  revived 
in  his  daughter. 

But  though  the  countess  professed  now  *  to  keep 
no  company,'  there  were  persons,  who,  for  va- 
rious reasons,  visited  her ;  and  as  she  w  as  sinking 
into  that  remarkable  propensity  of  unnatural  ele- 
vation, which  leads  to  delight  in  associations  with 
inferiors,  w4io  may  stare,  and  must  not  presume, 
her  visitors  were,  but  with  a  few  exceptions,  ap- 
parently unprofitable  beings :  yet,  still  they  consti- 
tuted a  part  of  Gertrude's  education,  and  were 
unconsciously,  and  unintentionally,  members  of 
that  academy  of  severe  discipline,  which  trained 
her  mind  not  only  to  virtue,  but  to  happiness. 

Had  her  ladyship's  protegee,  indeed,  been  idle, 
conceited,  or  a  disciple  of  the  sensibilities y  some 
inconveniences  might  have  been  hatched  under  the 
auspices  of  the  patroness,  yet,  without  her  know- 
ledge ;  as  one  of  the  means  of  *  helping  off'  with 
Sunday,  was  the  admitting  to  the  table  a  few  young 
men,  some  of  them  lads,  whom  the  countess,  not 
exactly  in  imitation  of  the  Duchess  of 's  pha- 
lanx, but  with  a  sort  of  maternal  hospitality,  con- 
sidered as  her  peculiar  property,  purchased  by 
early  kindness. 

If  she  had  any  affectation,  it  was  that  of  popu- 
larity amongst  young  men  ;  and  if  she  ever  did  ^ 

favor, 
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favor,  it  appeared  in  the  form  of  barley-sugar  or 
cakes,  to  junior  school-boys,  or  sixty-fourths  of 
lottery-tickets,  to  lads  a  little  older.  If  some  one 
of  this^  corps  married,  and  the  wife  was,  in  all 
ways,  of  a  very  humble  description,  Lady  Lux- 
more  appeared  to  great  advantage  in  giving  advice ; 
and  Gertrude,  if  she  had  listened,  might  have 
edified.  None  talk  so  much  of  '  you  single  ladies* 
as  those  who  are  surprised  at  their  own  good  luck 
in  getting  a  husband  ;  and  none  are  so  aic  fait  in 
the  nursery,  as  those  who  have  had  but  one  child. 

At  the  head  of  Lady  Luxmore's  masculine 
friendships,  stood  Harry  Carr,  who,  grateful  for 
early  indulgences,  more  than  returned  them  by 
attention  and  politeness ;  and  now,  in  the  prime 
of  life,  gratified  her  ladyship  by  an  invariable 
steadiness  of  respect. 

Three  days  seldom  passed  without  Harry's  call- 
ing :  he  was  received  without  ceremony,  and  his 
chearfulness,  and  gentlemanly  manners,  generally- 
left  the  elder  personages  of  the  family  in  better 
humor  than  he  had  found  them  in.  Often  when 
a  sna7^Ung  duct  had  commenced,  he  w^ould  drop  in, 
and  produce  ?i  finale.  He  brought  the  news  of  the 
bar  and  of  the  town  :  he  heard  much  in  the  world 
of  letters,  and  of  politics,  and  was  always  amusing. 
His  conduct  to  Gertrude  had  been  judicious,  with- 
out being  unkind,  and  kind  without  being  injudi- 
cious ;  a  medium  w  hich  few  people  observe  with 
young  persons,  and  very  few  can  hit  where  chil- 
dren are  not  well  treated  :  they  throw  their  whole 
weight  into  the  one  scale  or  the  other,  and  conse- 
quently 
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quently  assist,  either  in  oppressing,  or  increasing 
the  sensibility  to  oppression  :  he  had  been  duly 
informed  of  the  no-rehition  in  which  Gertrude 
stood,  to  die  noble  family, who  were  so  very  humane 
as  to  save  her  from  starving ;  but  his  behavior  did 
not  mortify  her.  She  had  occasionally,  in  her 
earlier  years,  been  made  to  answer  a  set  of  ques- 
tions amounting  to  an  acknowledgment,  she  was 
then  too  young  to  feel,  in  all  its  humiliation,  that, 
but  for  'good  Lady  Luxmore,'  she  must  have  been 
'  a  little  beggar;'  but  this  catechism  happening  to 
interest  one  soft-hearted  woman  of  rank,  till  she 
burst  into  tears  on  the  little  bosom  of  the  depen- 
dant, the  experiment  was  found  dangerous ;  it  was 
discontinued,  and  she  was  forbidden  to  call  herself 
*  little  beggar.' 

In  addition  to  the  privilege?  of  this  early  ac- 
quaintance, Mr.  Carr  was  constituted  judge  in  all 
matters  of  juvenile  delinquency,  not  perhaps  de- 
tailed in  the  most  indulgent  way :  she  had  been 
accustomed,  from  time  immemorial,  to  stand  at  his 
knee  with  her  finger  pointed  to  the  spots  on  a 
soiled  garment,  or  with  a  face  betraying  the  benevo- 
lences of  the  store-room,  in  expectation  of  the 
boxed  ears  which  she  was  promised  he  should 
bestow.  That  he  exhorted  without  laughing,  was 
to  the  credit  of  his  gravity;  that  he  made  the  ad- 
monition of  efficacy,  was  still  more  deserving  of 
praise.  Arrived  at  the  age  of  girlhood,  these  re- 
ferences were  not  very  agreeable  to  her  feelings ; 
but  she  was  sensible  of  the  advantages  of  his  con- 
versation: he  had  been  on  the  continent;  he  was' 
8  of 
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of  an  observing  mind ;  he  described  accurately, 
and  his  opinions,  as  well  as  his  conduct,  shewed  his 
preference  of  .whatever  was  right. 

But  not  suffered  to  take  any  share  in  the  con- 
versation of  Mr.  Carr,  or  the  other  visitors  who 
relieved  the  increasing  ennui  of  the  countess's  life, 
and  called  for  the  gratitude  of  her  protegtc,  when 
to  please  was  more  than  ordinarily  difficult,  Ger- 
trude proceeded,  even  in  company,  with  her  proofs 
and  revises,  ardently  occupied,  out  insensible  to 
the  advantages  she  was  deriving  from  this  ex- 
ercise. She  now^  copied  \h\  Sterling's  letters,  to 
his  correspondents  of  all  ranks  and  distinctions, 
and  to  his  tenants,  who  now  and  then  needed  the 
most  explicit  unincumbered  brevity  to  make  them 
comprehend  that  he  must  have  his  rent*;  to 
artists  employed  in  the  embellishment  of  his  pub- 
lications, where  the  nice  objections  of  an  informed 
eye  were  to  be  made  perspicuous  in  words ;  to 
men  of  letters  with  whom  he  communicated  on 
questions  of  learning ;  to  persons  of  rank,  whose 
^approbation,  and  often  thanks,  were  the  best  re- 
ward of  his  voluntary  toils,  and  sometimes  to  those 
in  the  highest  official  situations,  where  access  was 

*  We  subjoin  for  the  amusement  of  our  reatlers  an  original 
letter  from  a  tenant.     It  did  not,  indeed,  require  an  answer, 

*  Hon'd  Madam 

*  Have  in  closed  you  a  roasting  Pigg  fering  as 
aur  Cow  will  not  have  any  littel  Ones  when  I  Pays  my  rent 
iincearly  hoping  all  the  Good  Family  well  as  thank  god  this 
iinds  me.' 

needed 
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needed  to  that  which  was  not  the  property  of 
the  public,  or  transcripts  were  to  be  obtained  from 
the  libraries  of  foreign  potentates.  Besides  this 
opportunity  of  tracing  the  best  models,  she,  in 
writing  from  his  oral  dictation,  heard  him  discuss 
bis  objections  to  his  own  modes  of  expressing  his 
ideas ;  and  hence  she  obtained  more  correctness  of 
style,  than  could  have  been  taught  her  by  precept. 

Sadly,  even  now,  did  she  regret  the  small  extent 
of  her  knowledge :  that  portion  of  a  page  which 
was  in  any  language  but  her  own,  was  to  her  a 
dead  letter,  and  most  vehemently  did  she  wish  it 
ever  miglit  be  in  her  powder  to  acquire  that  which 
at  present  was  so  totally  out  of  her  reach,  that  to 
think  on  it,  was  only  to  produce  despondency. 

The  necessity  of  making  researches  in  the  Bod- 
leian library  called  Mr.  Sterling  to  Oxford ; 
and  as  it  was  the  height  of  summer,  he  proposed 
the  generous  measure  of  treating  the  countess  and 
her  proteg6e  with  a  share  in  the  journey.  Cer- 
tainly had  he  stopt  at  the  countess,  there  would 
have  been  no  hesitation  ;  but  he  went  a  little  too 
far  to  hope  for  unqualified  assent ;  and  as  the  pro- 
posal was  made — imprudent  Mr.  Sterling !  in  the 
hearing  of  Gertrude,  time  was  taken  to  consider  of 
it ;  and  she  shewed  her  extreme  and  childish  folly 
in  losing  a  night's  refreshing  sleep,  deliberating  on 
the  chances  for  and  against  the  acquiescence. 
The  next  day's  newspaper  decided  the  matter: 
it  stated  a  rumor  that  Lord  Luxmore  would  shortly 
be  in  London.  Mr.  Sterling  again  shewed  himself 
a  very  deficient  judge  of  human  nature;  for  he 

now 
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now  supposed  his  niece  had  a  good  reason  for  not 
going  ; — on  the  contrary,  the  event  just  served  to 
decide  her  ^vavering  mind  ;  and  slje  with  some- 
thing hke  an  acknowledguient,  declared  her  readi- 
ness to  accompany  him,  and  even  to  make  '  Aliss* 
of  the  party. 

IMiss's  wardrobe,  alas  !  stood  sadly  in  need  of 
another  be?icvoIc?ice  yast  at  this  time,  so  sadly,  that 
she  was  driven  to  the  necessity  of  declaring  what 
needed  no  declaration  to  those  who  had  eyes. 
The  notification  was  received  as  usual ;  and 
it  was  succeeded  by  *  a  rummage/  as  it  was 
termed,  in  the  old  walnut-tree  chest,  whence  was 
brought  forth  a  remnant  of  that  endless  stock  of 
Patagonian  finery,  which  had  persecuted  her  al- 
niost  as  long  as  she  could  remember;  and  from 
another  depot  an  old  white  silk  of  tiic  countess's, 
thrown  by,  as  too  much  soiled  even  for  va  iuter- 
evenings  in  London,  yet  *  much  too  good  to  be 
given  to  her  maid/  Directions  were  issued  tor 
converting  these  into  a  travelling-dress  and  a  gala- 
dress  for  *  Miss:'  that,  perfectly  related  to  the 
white  silk,  in  propriety,  durabihty,  and  condition, 
was  found  in  the  same  repository;  and  thus  eqrript, 
did  Miss  take  her  place  on  the  back-seat  of  the 
old  coach,  to  the  horses  of  whicii  a  pair  of  leaders 
were  added.  Tiie  party  were  to  sleep  at  Stoken- 
church,  and  reach  Oxford  in  good  time  the  next 
evening. 

Gertrude's  joys  were  as  keen  as  her  vexations ; 
and  at  this  moment,  perhaps,  her  delight  exceeded 
that  of  most  mortals  :  she  would  indeed  have  ra- 

you  I.  T  joicedj 
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joiced,  could  she  have  changed  dresses  with  any 
one  of  the  maid-servants,  who  at  that  hour  in  the 
morning,  wove  *  untwisting,  v.ith  hard  and  adverse 
wri$ts,  the  dreary  radii  of  tlieir  mops  :'  but  good 
was  good  in  the  eyes  of  Gertrude,  however  modi- 
fied and  abated ;  and  to  see  Oxford,  or  any  thing 
beyond  five  miles  from  London,  she  would  have 
submitted^even  to  be  fmer ! 

Stopping  at  Beaconsfield,  it  was  a  part  of  Mr. 
Sterling  s  scheme  to  visit  the  garden  of  the  poet 
Waller.  It  was  an  undertaking  too  vast  for  the 
countess ;  but  he  was  allowed  to  take  Miss,  while 
his  niece  received  a  visit  at  the  inn,  from  the  wife 
of  the  apothecary  of  the  place.  This  lady  had 
been  the  very  humble  companion  of  Miss  Toms 
before  her  elevati  >n  to  the  peerage,  and  was  novir 
extremely  useful  in  saving  her  quondam  patroness 
from  the  misery  of  her  own  company,  and  in 
introducing  Mr.  Linctus,  who  was  sure  he  could 
devise  '  a  pretty  remedy'  for  that  '  nasty  tiresome 
cough.' 

Gertrude  set  out  with  Mr.  Sterling  ;  and  never 
was  he  more  agreeable  than  in  this  classic  tour, 
in  which  he  poured  from  the  rich  stores  of  his  me- 
mory, that  information,  which  '  the  association  of 
ideas'  fixes  for  ever  in  the  young  mind — the  infor- 
mation connected  with  the  place  they  were  visits 
jng,  and  the  man  whose  fame  had  made  it  famous. 

But  alas  !  on  returning  to  the  inn,  a  sad  disaster 

threatened— O  1  it  is  impossible  to  say  what  it  did 

not  threaten.     Poor  Miss  was  possessed  of  only 

pnc  pair  pf  shoes  f5t  to  shew  their  faces;  these 

'  ahoei 
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shoes  were  now  on  her  feet,  and  though  in  very 
decent  condition  when  she  set  out,   were,   at  this 
moment,  in  consequence  of  making  the  circuit  of 
the    poet's    garden,    the    walks    of   which   were 
gravelled,   a  little  injured.     To  have  heard   Lady 
Luxmore's  oration  on  the  subject,  any  one  would 
have  imagined  either  that  there  was  no  shoemaker 
out  of  London,   or  that  she  had  not  the  means  of 
replacing  these  shoes.       Li  tears,  Miss  resumed 
her  seat  in  the  coach  ;   and  not  even  the  novelty 
surrounding   her,    could    counterbalance   the  re- 
iterated reproaches  of  her  patroness.     Arrived  at 
Oxford,   and  hoping  the  disaster  would   be  foi*- 
gotten   there,    the   servant   was  ordered  to   take 
Miss's  shoes  in  the  morning  to  be  mended,  and 
*  Miss'  herself  was,    in  still  more  forcible  accents, 
condemned  to  remain  in  bed  the  first  morning  ot  her 
arrival,  in  hot  weather,  and  in  a  place  particularly 
exciting  curiosity,  till  her  shoes  should  be  in  repair. 
Her  imprisonment  lasted  the  whole  of  the  fore^ 
noon ;   and  Lady  Lux  more  and  herself  spendincr 
the  evening  tttc  a  ttte  in  a  front-parlor  of    the 
Star  Inn,   the  shoes   of  Gertrude,    and   the  few 
square  caps  to  be  seen  in  the  streets  of  the  lovely 
eity  of  Oxford,  furnished  matter  of  conversation. 

If  Gertrude  had  not  been  perfectly  acquainted 
with  these  who  brought  her,  she  might  have  felt 
somewhat  disappointed,  when  she  found  Mr.  Ster- 
ling had  very  little  time  to  bestow  on  her,  and  that 
it  was  expected  she  should  confine  herself  with  the 
countess  ;  but  she  knew,  though  perhaps  not  spe- 
cificajly  what  xvoiild  happen,  what  she  had  no- 
T  2  right 
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right  to  suppose  would  happen  ;  and  she  therefore 
very  patiently  transcribed  all  Mr  Sterling  brought 
her  to  do,  performed  all  his  niece's  behests,  and 
thought  herself  most  richly  requited,  by  his  kind- 
ness, in  making  it  a  part  of  his  business,  to  shew 
her,  in  the  last  two  days,  whatever  strangers  come 
to  see  in  tlie  western  university.  Lady  Luxmore 
found  a  distant  cousin  in  one  of  the  towers  of  St. 
John's,  and  with  him  she  conversed  on  the  gene- 
alogy of  the  house  of  Toms,  its  intermarriages  with 
the  families  of  Flint,  Tapps  and  Skeggs,  while 
*  iVIiss  was,'  as  she  termed  it,  '  taking  her  swing  of 
pleasure.'  Yet  the  countess  contributed  somen  hat 
to  Gertrude's  enjoyments.  When  the  first  irritation 
produced  by  the  journey  had  subsided,  she  shewed 
the  medicinal  effects  of  increased  chearfulness  on 
her  temper.  She  had  no  taste  for  college-sights ; 
but  she  took  Gertrude  ^vith  her,  when  she  went  to 
look  at  the  outsides  of  buildings  and  the  inside  of 
shops;  and  the  airings  were  new. 

After  a  fortnigiit's  abode,  the  party  set  out  on  their 
return,  and  taking  the  more  inviting  road  through 
Henley,  and.  on  account  of  the  heat,  making  short 
journeys,  Gertrude  accompanied  Mr.  Sterling  in  a 
call  at  Slough,  wiiich  afforded  her  a  sight  of  that 
scientific  machinery,  whose  vastness  seems  con- 
structed after  the  order  of  some  of  Milton's  rebel- 
lious ansels,  and  rather  designed  to  attack  than  to 
explore  the  heavens :  it  astonished  her,  even  thus 
seen. 

An  uninformed  observer  might  have  augured 
well  for  Gertrude's  future  indulgence,  when  Mr, 

St^rlipg 
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Sterlincr  who  seemed  to  have  derived  courage  and 
independence  from  the  honorable  reception  he 
had  found  in  the  university,  made  her  gratification 
a  motive  for  taking  Windsor  in  his  way  home.  He 
asked  no  permission,  therefore  he  found  no  ob- 
stacle, and  Gertrude  was  repaid  for  all  the  endur- 
ances of  her  life.  The  Church  of  Stoke  Poi^eis, 
Runnimede,  Windsor  forest,  and  Pope  e  episode 
of  Lodona,  Cowper's  hill,  and  Denham's  flattering 
portrait  of  our  lovely  river,  were  all  objects,  and 
their  shadows  in  her  mind;  and  Gertrude  wa3 
invincibly  happy. 


chaf 
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CHAPTER    XVIL 


Diplomatic  regards.  Odious  comparisons,  Cui  bono?  A 
strange  girl.  A  correspondence .  A  specious  teacher.  Honest 
indignation.  Prudence  in  pleasure.  Defeated  caution.  The 
truant  out-witted.  How  to  serve  one's  best  friend.  An 
ignorant  girL 


Lord  Luxmore  still  continued  the  fepresentative 
of  his  sovereign  in  a  foreign  court,  and  acquitted 
himself  of  the  little  intrusted  to  his  care,  in  a  man- 
ner that  did  not  discredit  his  appointment.  As 
that  little,  however,  consisted  more  in  the  observ- 
ance of  etiquette  than  in  the  dispatch  of  business, 
and  the  elegance  of  his  person  and  address  had 
been  his  recommendation  to  the  high  honor,  it 
■was  very  possible  for  him  to  execute  all  the  duties 
of  his  station,  without  much  enlargement  of  ideas 
or  acquisition  of  knowledge,  beyond  that  which 
must  be  gained  by  visits  of  ceremony,  and  dinners 
of  state,  diplomatic  regards,  which  do  not  sink, 
just  now,  in  value.  His  conduct  to  those  of  his  own 
nation,  which  was  dictated  by  his  natural  good- 
nature, and  regulated  by  his  sense  of  the  dignity 
of  his  office,  obtained  him  public  praise;  and  the 
newspapers  were  liberal  in  recording  it.  Some 
years  before,  his  wife  might  have  felt  elevated  by 
her  share  in  it ;   but  now,  she  seemed  angry  with 

her 
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her  husband  for  not  being  odious,  and  consoled 
herself  by  hinting,  that  he  could  be  commended 
by  none  but  his  own  report 

In  those  hours  which  Gertrude  was  doomed  to 
spend  with  the  countess,  unoccupied  by  Mr.  Ster- 
ling, she  was  accustomed  to  hear  Lord  Luxmore 
and  her  ow-n  mother  spoken  of  in  terms  of  the  most 
degrading  reproach.     If  any  man  was  mentioned 
as  a  bad  husband,  a  bad  father,  and  in  all  respects 
just  what  he  ought  not  to  be,  Lord  Luxmore  w^^s 
at  hand  for  a  comparison  ;   and  '  just  such  a  hus- 
band as  mine,'  was  the  phrase  with  which  his  wife 
stopt  every  description  of  particularly  unfeeling 
or  flagitious   conduct  in    a  married  man,    while 
every  paragraph  in  the  public  pp-.ers,  descriptive 
of  any  species  of  fraud,  brought  forcibly  to  her, 
recollection  the  loss  she  had  sustained  by  Mrs. 
Aubrey.      It  mattered  not  that  Lord   Luxmore 
had  been  allowed  but  a  very  small    chance  for 
being  a  good  husband,  and  that  Mrs.  Aubrey's 
foil]/,  not  artifice,  was  the  cause  of  the  injury  she 
had  done  her  benefactress  :  the  morose  are  seldom 
scrupulous,  and  any  thing  will  serve  for  an  accu- 
sation with  those  who  ought  to  accuse  themselves. 
Gertrude  was  therefore  reared  in  a  thorough  and 
increasing  dislike  of  the  earl,  whom  she  very  im- 
perfectly remembered ;    but  with  regard  to  her 
mother,   the  suppression  of  natural  feeling  was  so 
painful  to  her,  that,  as  if  degraded  by  her  parent's 
supposed   delinquency,    and   ashamed  of  having 
cause  to  blush,  she  never,  on  any  occasion,  men- 
tioned her. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Sydenham  continued  his  guardianship  of 
Viscount  Portargis ;  and  whenever  he  fetched  him 
from  Eton,  or  returned  him  tliither,  he  shewed 
him  to  his  mother,  witii  whom,  by  being  only  civil, 
he  kept  on  civil  tern}S.  In  the  Christmas  recesses, 
Gertrude  and  he  met  frequently  ;  and  the  respect 
Mr.  Sterling  and  Mr.  Sydenham  entertained  for 
each  other,  improved  the  pleasure  of  these  visits. 
Mr.  Sydenham's  manners  could  offend  no  one;  and 
Mr.  Sterling  was  not  disposed  to  take  or  to  give  of- 
fence. On  one  point,  which  could  have  produced 
no  difference  between  them,  they  never  touched  : 
this  was  the  question,  whether  the  cousin  of  the 
one,  or  the  niece  of  the  other,  had  been  the  more 
deficient  in  common-sense,  W'hen,  for  the  promo- 
tion of  their  comfort  in  this  world,  they  so  yoked 
themselves.  It  certainly  would  have  appeared,  on 
any  investigation,  that  the  countess,  without  giving 
away  her  property,  might  have  lived  precisely  in 
the  way  she  had,  by  uncontrolled  choice,  adopted ; 
and  that,  as  neither  the  carl's  person,  address,  or 
fitness  for  his  present  employment,  depended  on, 
or  were  increased  by,  the  alliance  with  '  the  house 
of  Toms,'  he  might  have  been  just  in  his  present 
public  situation,  and  a  single  man,  had  he  trusted 
to  his  own  endeavors ;  but  frugality  and  industry 
are  the  two  last  resources  that  present  themselves 
to  the  imagination  of  the  needy. 

There  was,  in  the  mind  of  Portargis,  a  steady 
principal  that  secured  him  equally  from  all  trouble 
some  affection  tow^ards  his  mother,  and  all  vari- 
ation in  his  love  for  Gertrude.      As  long  as  he 
4  could 
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could  fancy  the  former  attempted  to  control  him 
in  his  partiality  to  the  latter,  there  was  no  danger 
of  his  relaxing  his  feelings  towards  either.  Having 
no  concealment  in  his  composition,  it  required 
not  any  great  exertion  of  sagacity  to  discover,  that 
Gertrude  Aubrey  was  his  inducement  to  tolerate 
the  necessity  of  dining  at  the  countess's,  yet  in  his 
recollection  of  their  infant  hours,  there  was  some- 
thing too  creditable  to  the  goodness  of  this  dispo- 
sition to  admit  of  correction,  without  departing 
from  that  strictness  of  rectitude,  v;hich  his  guardian 
made  the  basis  of  his  discipline. 

These  visits,  from  which  Mr.  Sydenham's  son 
was  now  again  excused,  by  the  marked  rudeness 
of  Lady  Luxmore,  were  periods  in  Gertrude's  ex- 
istence that  were  rendered  valuable  by  the  kind- 
ness she  met  in  them,  and  by  the  assurance  they 
gave  her,  that  the  companion  of  her  earliest  plea- 
sures was  still  the  same  affectionate  creature  ;  but 
the  discouragement  all  her  frank  expressions  expe- 
rienced, soon  taught  her  the  artifice  of  seeming 
rather  to  look  to  the  seeing  good  Mr.  Sydenham^ 
than  her  dear,  dear  Portargis,  To  Portargis, 
however,  as  opportunity  offered,  she  confided  all 
her  joys,  her  cares,  and  her  wishes  :  he  knew  how 
happy  she  was  made,  by  the  hope  of  improving 
under  Mr.  Sterhng — a  feeling  his  lordship  could 
not  well  understand ; — how  unhappy  by  his  mo- 
ther's moroseness,  which  he  could  easily  credit; 
-  .^and  how  much  she  wished  ^  to  learn  all  languages, 


arts,    and    sciences' — a  taste   which   he   thought 
very  extraordinary  and  a  little  absurd ; — he  would 

^ot 
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not  have  wondered  had  she  told  him  she  wished 
for  horses,  open  carriages,  guns,  or  even  a  pair  of 
.boots  made  at  a  fashionable  artificer's  ;  but  '  how 
she  could  wish  to  plague  herself  with  books,  was 
most  astonishin<T  to  him.' 

But  with  all  this  young  nonsense,  such  had  been 
his  training,  that  Mr.  Sydenham  was  beginning  to 
rea[)  some  little  fruit  from  his  truly  fatherly  care ; 
and  his  vanity,  whatever  it  was  before,  had  received 
some  little  addition  Irom  the  situation  his  ekve 
occupied  in  school,  and  in  favor  at  Eton,  when 
that  scene-shilter,  the  postman,  gave  a  new  direc- 
tion to  his  ideas,  by  the  simple  mechanism  of  the 
following;  letter  from  Lord  Luxmore : 


■& 


My  Dear  Sir, 

'  I  FEEL,  at  the  present  moment, 
the  advantage  of  your  being  one  of  my  family,  as 
a  stranger  might  not,  perhaps,  so  readily  under- 
stand and  embrace  my  views,  as  I  am  sure  you 
will. 

'  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing,  in  his  way 
to  England,  and  of  being  introduced  to  him  in  a 
very  distinguished  manner,  our  great  hero,  Mar- 
quis Bannerman ;  he  is,  I  assure  you,  a  military 
genius  of  the  first  order;  and  I  know  no  man  who 
makes  a  finer  figure  in  the  field,  or  who  knows 
better  what  a/ regiment  ought  to  be,  whether  on 
parade  or  in  action:  we  had  an  opportunity  of 
passing  some  days  together :  his  deportment  was 
very  flattering  to  me  personally ;  and  at  parting, 
he  explicitly  offered  me  hisjriencls/iip.     As  it  will 

be 
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be  in  my  power  to  serve  him  here,  by  promoting  his 
views  for  the  opera-engagements,  which  is  a  sub- 
ject he  interests  himself  much  in,  I  shall  make  no 
scruple  of  connecting  myself  closely  with  him ; 
and  if  it  ever  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  serving 
your  son,  you  m.ay  be  assured  I  shall  not  let  it 
pass  by. 

'  He  let  me  into  all  his  plans,  and  amongst 
others,  one  he  has  for  educating  his  son,  Lord 
Dwindle,  who  is  a  delicate  boy,  just  the  age  of 
mine,  and  who,  fi'om  the  nature  of  his  constitu- 
tion, must  be  kept  near  the  sea.  The  marquis, 
therefore,  has  engaged  a  Frenchman,  a  man  of 
high  birth,  and  uncommon  talents,  to  go  to  Eng- 
land w  ith  him :  he  means  to  establish  him  with 
Lord  Dwindle  in  a  very  liberal  style,  on  our  south- 
ern coast,  and  has  engaged  to  meet  every  ex- 
pence  of  the  establishment,  till  he  can  add  to  his 
number  of  pupils,  which  is  not  to  exceed  four : 
he  recommends  me  very  earnestly  to  place  Portar- 
gis  under  his  care,  and  divide  the  sum-total  with 
him  till  our  abb6  can  find  two  more,  which,  I  dare 
say,  he  will  do  the  instant  he  is  known ;  for  he 
has  every  requisite  and  recommendation  of  person, 
manners,  and  education  ;  and  I  think,  as  far  as  I 
can  enter  into  his  plan,  it  seems  much  better  suited 
to  Portargis's  disposition,  than  the  vGutine  of  a 
public  school.  Li  all  his  letters,  he  complains  so 
grievously  of  that  sad  bore,  the  grammar,  that  I  fear 
his  studies  must  be  very  irksome  to  him,  poor  fel- 
low !  I  have  mentioned  this  circumstance  to  our 
abb4  by  way  of  sounding  him  at  a  distance,  and 

he 
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he  exactly  meets  my  idea  in  his  plan :  he  says  he 
never,  in  teaching,  makes  use  of  grammars  or  dic- 
tionaries, or  any  of  that  lumber ;  his  lessons  are 
given  viva  voce,  and  at  no  stated  periods,  lest,  as 
he  says,  sensibly  enough,  the  striking  of  the  clock 
should  sink  the  animal  spirits,  and  blunt  the  energy 
of  the  intellectual  faculties.  You  will  see,  such  a 
plan  requires  an  amazing  stretch  of  comprehension: 
a  teacher  cannot  be  asleep  who  teaches  viva  voce  ; 
and  as  little  can  he  value  his  leisure.  I  own  I 
like  the  idea ;  and  as  he  proposes  giving  only  one 
day  in  the  week  to  the  classics,  I  think  Portargis 
would  have  more  time  to  learn  French  thoroughly, 
and  all  the  other  accomplishments  of  a  gentleman. 

*  If  you  approve  my  sentiments  on  the  subject, 
you  will  oblige  me  by  giving  the  proper  notices  at 
Eton,  in  the  handsomest  way;  and  should  any 
disappointment  have  occurred,  pray  draw  on  my 
purse  at  your  discretion.  1  would  rather  pay  than 
defer ;  as  the  abb^  w  ill  be  in  London  soon  after 
this  reaches  you. 

*  I  still  must  request  you  to  let  .my  son's  vaca- 
tion-home be  with  you,  as  you  can  then  watch  his 
progress,  and  correct  any  little  faults  that  may 
arise,  especially  as  the  abbe  is  un  ton  catholiqiie. 
The  abb6  shall  wait  on  you  as  soon  as  possible 
after  his  arrival :  I  shall  tell  him  to  enquire  for 
you  at  your  usual  lodgings  in  town. 

^  I  wait  your  reply,  and  am  freely,  and  sin- 
cerely, and  very  much, 

'  YourX 

'  LuxmoRE.' 
P.S. 
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'  P.  S.  Great  negociations  on  the  tapis. — You 
shall  have  the  earliest  intelligence.' 

]\Ir.  Sydenham  was  not  as  calm  when  he  read 
the  subscription  as  when  he  broke  the  seal  of  this 
letter :  he  sat  down  to  his  writing-table,  and  wrote, 
*  My  Lord;'  but  feeling  himself  under  the  influ- 
ence of  some  degree  of  anger,  he  did  not  proceed : 
he  took  two  days  to  try  to  overcome  his  feelings. 
What  they  would  have  dictated  in  the  first  moment, 
cannot  be  known :  perhaps  nothing  much  worse 
than  their  subsequent  production. 

^  My  Lord, 

'  You  must  forgive  me  if  I  am 
abrupt. 

'  You  are  going,  believe  me,  to  place  the  most 
valuable  of  your  possessions,  the  only  thing  that 
makes  the  turmoil  of  this  world  tolerable,  the 
Joan  for  which  you  must  be  responsible,  in  the 
hands  of  a  quack  ! — Because  Marquis  Bannerman's 
dissolute  habits  have  entailed  on  his  son  hereditary 
disease,  is  7/our  son,  a  fine  healthy  vigorous  boy, 
to  be  lodged  and  dieted  in  an  hospital?  for  ncthinf^ 
else  will  this  establishment  be.  when  completed ; 
and  whether  the  air  or  the  regimen  agree  or  disa- 
gree with  the  sound,  will  be  little  considered  where 
the  sick  are  the  objects. 

^  To  give  my  sentiments  on  this  vird  voce  plan, 
would  involve  me  in  a  discussion  of  the  respective 
advantages  of  opposite  methods.  Believe  me,  it 
is  all  nonsense :  we  may  correct  and  improve  on 

th^ 
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the  plans  of  our  forefathers ;  but  they  knew  what 
they  were  about,  when  they  made  grammars  and 
dictionaries. 

'  What  can  this  abbe  teach  your  son  that  he 
might  not  be  better  taught  by  his  own  countrymen, 
except,  indeed,  his  own  language?  What  ideas 
can  he  imbibe  from  him  of  his  relations  as  an  Eng- 
lish peer,  or  of  his  religious  engagements  as  a  pro- 
testant? 

'  Were  I  writing  on  any  other  subject,  my  dear 
lord,  I  must  apologise  for  the  licence  I  have  as- 
sumed ;  but  your  son,  your  only  son,  is  the  matter 
in  question;  and  I  cannot  too  forcibly  express  my 
entire  disapprobation  of  the  plan.  When  did  a 
Sydenham  owe  his  education  to  a  French  abb^, 
or  his  constitution  to  the  barren  exhalations  of  the 
sea-shore?  Unless  you  mean  to  make  him,  indeed, 
'  projecta  vilior  alga;'  do  not,  I  conjure  you,  give 
him  over  to  be  thus  educated  :  Your  abb6  may 
be  a  worthy  man,  and  tres  bo?i  cathoUque,  but 
such  merit  suits  not  us;  and  I  repeat,  that  on  the 
statement  of  his  method,  he  is  a  quack. 

'  I  shall  give  no  notices ;  I  shall  take  no  steps ; 
but  I  will  keep  the  secret  till  I  hear  again  from 
your  lordship. 

*  However  roughly  I  have  expressed  myself,  I 
am  nevertheless, 

'  Your  lordship's  most  obliged 

*  and  very  faithful 
*  B.  Sydenham/ 

The  reply  to  this  was, 

fMy 


the  countess  and  gektrcde.         287 

*  My  dear  Sydenham, 

'  I  AM  sorry  you  and  I  should  differ 
on  any  point,  and  still  more  sorry  that  the  delay  of 
your  letter  led  me  to  suppose  you  acquiesced 
in  what  I  proposed.  It  is  now  too  late  to  retract; 
for  the  marquis  and  the  abbe  are  on  their  wav  to 
England.  I  admit  all  the  force  of  what  you  urge; 
but  still  I  hope  you  take  up  the  matter  too  seri- 
ously. My  respect,  and  affection,  I  may  say,  for 
the  abb^,  increased  every  hour  while  he  was  here ; 
and  if  Marquis  Bannerman  trusts  his  son  to  his 
care,  why  should  I  not  trust  mine? 

^  On  the  whole,  as  I  should  be  most  unwilling  to 
do  the  least  thing  that  you  might  mistake  for  un- 
kindness,  it  is,  perhaps,  as  well  that  your  lett«;r 
was  delayed;  for  the  advantages  of  what  I  pro- 
posed to  you,  are  far  greater  than  my  statement  of 
them  to  you.  The  Marquis  will,  I  doubt  not,  be, 
in  a  very  short  time,  commander  in  chief:  he  kas 
a  daughter,  I  understand,  but  three  years  older  than 
Fortargis,  and  should  the  son  not  live  to  be  of  age, 
she  will  be  an  immense  match.     All  these  thino^s 

o 

I  have  taken  into  the  account:  I  have  not  acted 
precipitately,  I  assure  you  :   I  speak  sub  rosd. 

'  In  this  state  of  things,  I  must  beg  vou  to  act 
for  me.  After  the  next  vacation,  I  would  have 
Portargis  turned  over  to  Abb6  Bonfront :  he  will 
by  that  time  be  settled  in  his  house,  and  he  will, 
with  every  proper  consideration,  inform  you  of  his 
proceedings:  I  have  explained  to  him  fully  the 
jrespect  and  deference  due  to  you. 

%  ^I  write 
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'  I  write  by  this  messenger  to  my  son,  to  save 
you  trouble,  and  am,  very  truly, 

'  Your's, 

*  LUXMORE.' 

Mr.  Sydenham  had  only  to  obey.  Referring  to 
the  earl's  letters,  for  orders,  in  a  business  to  which 
he  could  not  make  his  own  intellect  stoop,  he 
acted  precisely  by  its  guidance,  and  had  the  severe 
mortification  of  turning  over  Portargis,  who  was 
now,  every  month,  improving  in  disposition,  and 
growing  emulous  in  his  studies,  to  the  care  of 
a  suspected  stranger ;  for  what  he  had  seen  of  Abb6 
Bonfront  convinced  him,  that  he  was  not  of  the 
number  of  the  respectable  exiles  from  France,  who 
claim  esteem  with  pity,  but  that  his  abilities  were 
founded  in  his  necessities  and  his  presumption, 
and  that  his  nexv  method  of  instruction  was  dictated 
by  sound  policy,  as  far  as  regarded  himself.  Ex- 
treme respect,  and  abject  flattery,  could  not  veil 
ignorance  from  a  scholar ;  but  for  the  sake  of  Pof - 
targis,  the  Gaul  w&s  treated  civilly. 

In  the  winter-vacation,  next  ensuing,  the  vis- 
count was  met,  with  Mr.  Sydenham,  in  one  of  the 
parks,  by  Marchioness  Bannerman,  who  knowing 
him,  by  having  seen  him  at  the  abba's,  and  not 
being  able  to  arrange  a  dinner-party  with  him  and 
his  i7/j/  friend,  learnt  their  address,  and  the  next 
day,  sent  them  tickets  for  a  masqued  /^^e,  enclosed 
in  a  peculiar  billet  to  *  her  young  friend/  On  the 
corner,  under  the  direction  to  his  lordship,  waa 

writtea 
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written  Frwate\  and  though  the  very  circumstance 
might  have  justified  j\Ir.  Sydenham's  disregard. of 
it,  the  injunction  was  as  sacred  to  him  as  if  com- 
ing from  a  legitimate  authority :  he  gave  the  billet 
himself  to  Portargis,  who  unhesitatingly  communi- 
cated the  contents,  and  /  gave  him  his  share  of 
them.  '     .  ,. 

The  matter  allowed  a  fortnight  for  .considera- 
tion ;  and  Mr.  Sydenham  never  in  that 'time  nam- 
ing, the  business,  his  lordship  could  only  suspect 
the  invitation  not  as  gratifying  to  the. one  party  as 
to  the  other.  An  accident  ascertained  this  :  Porr* 
targis  was  told  by  a  brother-disciple  of  the  marine- 
academy,  whom  he  met  at  the  theatre,  of  the 
difficulty  he  had  had  to  procure  an  introduction  to 
the  projector  of  this  '  famous  grand  thing ;'.  and 
neither  Macbeth,  nor  hia  -lady,  the  witches,  or  the 
banquet  could,  from  this  moment,  reclaim  his  atten* 
tion.  Mr.  Sydenham  had,  without  sacrificing  his 
pleasure  from  the  performance,  been  awake  to  all 
that  was  passing ;  and  perceiving  the  hold  which 
the  subject  had  taken  on  the  viscount's  mind,  he, 
that  he  might  not  sleep  on  it  in  its  crude  state, 
made  it  the  topic  of  conversation  in  their  return  : 
he  stated  his  objections,  not  merely  to  the  spe- 
cies of  amusement,  but  as  they  respected  his 
charge;  he  intim^ated  his  earnest  wish  that,  at  a 
fit  time,  and  under  fit  circumstances,  he  should 
be  acquainted  with  wjiatever  constitutes  the  plea- 
sures of  the  world  in  which  he  was  to  live; 
'  but,'  said  he,  *  beginning  thus  early  with  the 
product  of  an  exhausted  taste,  you  will  not  only 

voj..  I.  ;u  deprive 
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deprive  yourself  of  the'jpower  of  enjoying  those 
*vhich  ought  to  precede  it,  but  you  will  find  your- 
-self,  if  once  seen  at  such  an  entertainment,  involv- 
td  in  a  vortex  of  dull  dissipation,  which  will  so«n 
weary  you,  and  produce  tliat  habit  of  discoiUent 
and  apathy,  which  you  yourself  observe  in  those 
vho  describe  past  dissipations.  These  are  son^e 
of  my  objections  on  you?"  account ;  on  vii/  own  I 
have  more.  I  should  not  chuse  to  shew  my  head 
at  Marchioness  Bannerman's ;  and  I  must  pass 
your  hours  of  pleasure  very  painfully^  were  you 
to  go  without  me ;  you  will,  therefore,  I  am  pcr^^ 
suaded,  oblige  me  by  postponing  this  gratification. 
I  should  prefer  convincing  you  to  controling  you  ; 
tiut  your  Ikther  relies  on  me,  and  I  must  not  act 
against  my  judgment,  even  for  the  pleasure  of  in- 
dulging you.  If  you  will  tell  me  you  can  make 
this  sacrifice  to  oblige  me,  I  shall  sleep  the  better 
for  it ;  and  you  may  beassured  I  wijl  find  a  way  tp, 
I'equite  it.' 

*  O !  certainly,*  replied  tke  viscount,  ■  if  you 
(pip  not  approve  it,  I  shall  not  go ;  though,  I  con- 
fess, I  do  not  see— — -.• 

*  It  is  because  you  do  not  see,'  said  Mr.  Syden- 
ham, •  that  I  presume  to  see  for  you ;  but  you 
have  promised  me ;  and  I  am  obliged  to  you.' 

Two  days  passed,  and  Lord  Portargis  seemed 
to  have  fdrgotten  the  masquerade ;  and  Mr.  Sy- 
denham having  received  an  invitation  for  himself 
and  his  ward  to  meet,  that  evening,  at  the  house 
of  a  man  of  taste  and  science,  that  highly  gifted 

Mohawk 
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Mohawk  chief,  whose  journal  it  is  to  be  hoped  wili 
one  day  be  given  to  the  public,  the  viscount  him- 
self proposed  sending  an  excuse  to  Marchioaess 
Bannerman.  But  the  next  day,  n^eeting  at  a  view  of 
pictures,  the  young  man  who  had  labored  so  hard  for 
an  introduction,  and  who  now  exulted  in  posses- 
sing two  tickets,  he  was  compelled  to  own  that  Air. 
Sydenham  disapproved  his  going  to  the  masque- 
rade. Ridicule  soon  unhinged  his  mind  ;  and  a 
highly  colored  description  of  unreal  festivity,  an 
assurance  that  the  Mohawk  chief  would  go  thither 

after  *  the  blue-stocking'  at  Sir 's;  and  the 

interjections  '  leading  strings ! —  '  dry-nurse  {- — - 
'  musty  parson  !'  with  a  self-congratulation  on  be- 
ing, *  thank  Heaven,'  *  out  of  the  trammels' — fm- 
ished  the  conquest  of  a  fool  over  rational  docility. 
Having  parted  from  his  new  monitor,  with  evi- 
dences of  repentance  on  his  countenance,  Portargb 
was  called  back  to  hear  *  a  middle  plan,'  by  which 
he  might  avoid  offending,  and  yet  indulge  his  wish: 
the  second  ticket  was  at  his  service  ;  he  might  slip 

out  of  '  the  hall  of  wisdom,'  at  Sir 's  ;   his 

friend's  man  should  attend  him  any  where  to  dress; 
and  a  note  would  pacify  old  Sidrophel,  and  teach 
him  that  a  young  man  was  '  not  to  be  treated  like 
^  baby  ;'  ^  it  was  but  a  jobation,  and  the  marchio- 
ness's masquerade  was  worth  that.'  The  matter 
was  agreed  ;  and  when  Mr,  Sydeuiiam  came  with- 
in hearing,  nothing  but  the  hour  remained  to  be 
settled  :  '  ten  on  Thursday'  was  all  bo  could  hear ; 
but  this  was  enough ;  and  by  that  tune  having 
given  up,  for  the  sake  of  his  duty,  the  promised 
y  2  pleasure 
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pleasure  of  his  evening,  he  and  the  viscount  hai 
arrived,  by  a  line  moon,  and  in  a  mild  winter-even- 
ing, not  in square,  but  at  the  rectory- 
house,  at  Luxmorc.  No  other  influence  had  been 
used  than  that  of  a  letter  ready  written  to  the  earl, 
and  an  option  given  to  liis  son,  and  Mr.  Sydenham, 
would  have  passed  the  matter  sub  silentio,  if  that 
would  have  answered  the  purpose  of  a  moral  to 
the  drama  of  the  day ;  but  a  little  animadversion 
on  the  breach  of  a  given  promise  was  necessary ; 
and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  received  and  re- 
turned, made  Mr.  Sydenham  in  his  next  letter  to 
the  earl,  request  him,  when  writing  to  his  son,  to 
give  his  sentiments  on  the  subject.  *  I  shall  make 
it  a  point  of  honor,'  concluded  Mr.  Sydenham, 
*  not  to  inform  myself  of  what  your  lordship's  let- 
ter may  contain  ;  we  can  have  but  one  interest. 
When  you  suspect  I  have  any  distinct  from 
your's;  I  resign  my  charge,  and  the  rectory  of 
Luxmore.' 

It  was  Easter  when  the  earl's  reply  arrived ; 
and  Portargrs,  calling  with  Mr.  Sydenham  on  his 
mother,  shewed  it  to  Gatty.  Behold  the  part  re^ 
specting  this  futile  attempt  at  rebellion  on  one  side, 
o  oppression  on  the  other. 

*  I  am  sorry  to  learn  from  S's  last  letter,  that 
you  and  lie  have  differed.  As  I  shall  always  treat 
you  with  the  candor  I  expect  myself,  I  must  con- 
fess it  appears  to  me,  as  you  will  always  find  it 
when  two  persons  quarrel,  that  you  w^ere  both 

wrong  \ 
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wrong :  he  might  as  well  have  indulged  you ;  for,  I 
see  by  the  English  news  papers,  that  the  marchio- 
ness's parties  are  in  great  request;  and  I  am  a  little  of 
the  Chesterfieldian  school,  as  to  the  use  of  respec- 
table women  in  polishing  young  men's  manners, 
which  is  a  point  I  have  no  right  to  expect  S.  to 
shine  in :  he  never  undertook  it ;  therefore  he  is 
not  to  be  blamed  if  deficient  in  it ;  but  you  cer- 
tainly departed  from  that  Hne  of  conduct  I  wish 
you  to  pursue,  in  receding  from  your  promise  : — 
though  not  a  solemn  one,  or  perhaps,  even  on 
his  own  statement,  much  more  than  a  gentle- 
manly acquiescence,  it  would  have  been  as  well  to 
have  kept  it.  I  hope  the  matter  is  now  forgotten  ; 
and  as  I  shall  hasten  my  return  as  much  as  possi- 
ble, you  will  have  opportunities  enough  to  pay 
yourself  for  your  disappointment.  S.  cannot  ob- 
ject to  your  going  with  me ;  and  I  am  free  to  own, 
it  is  a  sort  of  amusement  I  am  particularly  attach- 
ed to,  and  always  was  :  I  remember,  at  your  age, 
doing  something  so  like  what  S.  complains  of,  that 
I  thought  I  saw  myself  again  in  you.  You  have 
no  occasion  to  shew  S.  this  ;  he  says  he  shall  not 
expect  it ;  so  you  have  nothing  to  fear.  Soyez  sage^ 
and  be  assured  you  will  always  have  me  for 
*  Your  sincere  friend, 

*  LUXMORE,' 

From  this  period,  the  conduct  of  Portargis  had 
been  a  heavier  charge  on  the  anxiety  of  Mr.  Syden- 
ham, ,  who  could  read  in  the  deportment  of  the 
viscount  what  he  had  scorned  to  read  in  the  paren- 
tal 
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tal  counsel  of  the  carl.  In  all  matters  of  qutSr- 
tion  between  tlrcni,  there  was  a  hint  of  the  proba- 
bility of  his  father's  early  return,  and  a  reference 
to  that  point  of  time  as  the  end  of  his  subjugatioiT. 
Any  opposition  might  have  given  shape  and  feature 
to  his  resentment ;  but  meeting  only  an  acquies- 
cence which  had  its  own  meaning,  he  had  nothing 
to  combat,  and  could  only  chafe  against  general 
control,  which  he  did  without  any  exception  in 
favor  of  Abb6  Bonfront. 

On  the  part  of  Lord  Luxmore,  no  excuse  could 
be  made  but  that  w  hich  was  disgraceful  to  him. 
— His  candor,  as  he  called  it,  was  a  paltry  de- 
sertion of  him  whom  he  had  burthened  with  his 
interests  and  his  duties,  and  who  had,  in  the  most 
conscientious  manner,  discharged  his  trust;  and 
had  Mr.  Sydenham  seen  the  reply  to  his  temperate 
representation,  and  on  it  founded  his  claim  to  se- 
cede from  an  irksome  and  ungrateful  task  \vh«n 
rhene  was  no  one  at  hand  to  supply  his  place,  Lord 
Luxmore  could  have  reproached  only  himself 
for  it. 

On  hearing  the  story  of  this  demele,  Gertrude 
had  expected  Lord  Luxm ore's  letter  to  have  been 
of  a  very  different  tendency ;  she  was  thei^fore 
surprised  in  acquainting  herself  with  its  contents ; 
but  not  beiftg  able  accurately  to  define  her  own 
ideas,  and  supposing  herself  a  most  incompetent 
judge  of  all  affair  w  here  gentlemen  were  the  par* 
ties,  she  could  only  express  her  concern  that  any 
question  of  the  "kind  had  occurred,  and  hint  her 
sorrow  that  Portargis  could  have  suifered  any  one 

to 
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to  Interfere  where  his  promise  had  been  already 
given.  At  first,  the  viscount  looked  a  little  at  a 
loss ;  but  soon  recovering  his  courage,  he  confirm- 
ed her  in  her  opinion  that  it  was  impossible  she 
could  be  a  judge  in  matters  of  this  sort. 


CHAP, 
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CHAPTER    XVIir.    ' 

Tunbridge  dexotion.  Trails  of  fuo  minds.  Little  pedants,  A 
traxclk'd  luoman.  Anecdotes  of  an  Italian.  Good  adtice, 
'The  art  of  ingeniously  tormenting  carried  into  practice. 

In  the  services  which  Mr.  Sterling  claimed  from 
Gertrude,  it  was  not  only  the  practical  activity  of 
her  head  and  hands,  that  received  cultivation :  his 
contemplative  powers,  which  seemed  as  if  over- 
flowing from  their  own  exuberance,  formed  her 
sources  of  reflection  and  decision ;  and  his  habits 
guided  her's.  As  it  was  fortunately  one  of  them, 
to  attend  divine  worship,  it  became,  though  often 
renounced,  that  of  the  family,  and  the  countess, 
rather  than  be  left  alone,  gave  into  it  ^. 

But  perhaps  nothing  was  further  from  Mr.  Ster- 
ling's intention  than  the  education  of  Gertrude, 
when  he  first  attempted  making  her  useful  to  him; 
nor  could  it  ever  be  perceived  that  he  aimed  at 
more  than  increasing  those  powers  of  usefulness 
for  his  own  service :  he  might  truly  have  satisfied 

*  Iler  ladyship  was  rather  of  the  school  of  our  friend, 
Mrs.  Mammon,  who,  when  asked  by  a  lady,  staying  with  her 
at  Tunbridge,  if  she  would  go  to  church  one  afternoon,  an- 
swered, *  O!  yes,  certainly,  my  dear;  as  good  a  way  of 
spending  the  afternoon  as  any  other  ;  but  afterwards,  I  must 
jusi  go  on  the  walks,  and  i.ee  who  and  who  arc  together/ 

^  his 
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his  mind,  had  it  been  prone  to  anxiety  on  her  ac- 
count, by  the  conviction  that  he  gave  her,  with  the 
power  to  serve  him,  that  of  serving  herself:  his 
actions  were  naturally  right  when  left  to  his  own 
regulation ;  they  resulted  from  the  tone  of  his 
mind,  and  wanted  not  the  seal  of  his  judgment 
to  give  them  authority.  Gertrude  won  on  his  at- 
tention ;  and  he  found  it  pleasant  to  communicate 
that  which  was  readily  and  gratefully  imbibed. 
Fortunately,  she  had  no  one  to  check  her  by  cen- 
suring him  or  his  opinions  ;  we  may  say  no  one  ;  for 
his  niece  certainly  occupied  no  space  in  any  body's 
prepossessions.  It  remained  unnoticed  to  her 
and  by  her,  that  disdaining  to  adopt  the  common- 
place sentiments  of  a  world,  to  which  he  gave  not 
implicit  credit,  he  was  seldom  found  or  heard  to 
quote  the  minor  moralists  of  his  day ;  modern 
ethics,  affected  metaphysics,  essays,  with  texts 
prefixed  to  them,  and  called  sermons,  diffuse  pre- 
cept, persuasion  addressed  to  the  imagination,  and 
all  modes  of  reasoning  but  the  closest,  he  treated, 
perhaps,  with  too  indiscriminating  a  degree  of  neg- 
lect. Extensive  as  was  his  knowledge,  the  diges- 
tive power  of  his  mind,,  which  transmuted  it  into 
original  idea,  was  still  more  admirable. 

Fed  from  such  a  source,  Gertrude's  mind  could 
not  resemble  that  of  girls  in  general :  the  most 
trifling  occurrence  furnished  her  with  something 
to  comment  on,  or  by  which,  she  could  correct 
or  corroborate  her  previous  ideas.  Nor  was  Lady 
Luxmore's  mind  negative  in  the. formation  of  Ger* 
trade's  :  we  are  sadly  deceived  in  our  expectations 

from 
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from  the  world,  when  we  enter  it  from  a  home 
winch  has  aftbrded  no  conflicts ;  and  though  she 
was  often  wrong,  yet  her  acrid  temper  served,  like 
the  action  of  fire,  to  separate  coberini^  substances, 
and  put  them  within  the  reach  of  analysis.     She 
had  a  keen-sighted  sagacity,  whicii  too  often  flat- 
tered lier :   she  could  detect  a  shrew   under  the 
thickest  disguise  of  refined  politeness :  she  could 
foretell  vexation  where  nothing  was  expected  but 
enjoyment :  she  could  ascertain   what  marriages 
would  bring  repentance,  which  child  of  a  family 
would  most  plague  its  parents,  how  long  an  extra- 
vagant couple  would  keep  their  chariot,  and  what 
would  be  the  first  foolish  thing  that  a  young  favo- 
rite of  fortune  would  do.     As  she  seldom  augured 
good,  and  the  world  is  fertile  in  evil,  the  chances 
were  in  her  favor ;  and  if  ever  she  had  been  pos- 
sessed of  a  sentiment  of  good  will  and  undoubting 
confidence,  the  traces  of  it  had  long  since  been 
destroyed  by  the  acid  of  a  fermenting  experience. 
Conscious  of  her  own  need  of  every  information 
that  could  lit  her  for  the  world,  Gertrude,  tlK)ugh 
often  vexed  at  evil  forbodings,  listened  to  the  little 
reasoning  that  sustained  them  ;  and  events  occur-' 
red,  with  sufficient  frequeiicy,  to  keep  her  attentioo 
aw^ake.      In  one  instance,   witliout  waiting  foi* 
ejfect.%  she  could  not  bat  see  the  pro})riety  of  the 
coun-tess's  mortifying  satire,  when  the  heiress  of 
her  father's    head-clerk    in    the    banking-bouse^ 
brought  her  daughters  on  a  visit  of  introduction, 
€Lnd  the  eldest,  a  little  delicate  pink-eyed  creature, 
with  peevish  spirits,   and  a  childish  mind,  began 

to 
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to  talk  of  her  literature,  her  studies,  her  common- 
place book,  and  her  papers ;  and  lier  sister,  a  year 
younger,  disclaimed  all  competition  with  dear  Au- 
gusta-Anne, and  professed  that  her  education  was 
not  finished,  as  she  still  had  her  geography,  and 
Italian  masters,  a  tutor  in  elocution,  and  a  precep* 
tor  in  composition. 

Beside  the  countess's  occasional  morning  visitors, 
and  a  i^w  whom  she  saw,  and  whose  visits  she  re- 
turned for  the  sake  of  a  little  low  whist  in  an  evening, 
she  had  another  description  of  friends  who  came  at 
times  to  pass,  what  is  most  emphatically  called  *  a 
long  day.'  These  she  fetched  in  the  outset  of  her 
airing,  and  carried  home  duly  in  the  evening,  it 
being  one  of  her  ladyship's  chief  enjoyments  to  ride 
through  the  streets  of  London,  when  the  lamps 
were  lighted.  They  were,  in  general,  persons  of  a 
subordinate  class,  who,  having  neither  cares  nor 
comforts,  were  willing,  for  the  sake  of  participating 
the  latter,  to  bear  the  detail  of  the  former,  conse- 
quently they  were  not  companions,  by  whom  Ger^ 
trude  could  profit. 

But  there  was  one  visitor  of  a  very  different  de«- 
scription,  whom  we  shall  have  great  pleasure  in 
describing,  and  on  whose  character  it  may  be  very 
useful  to  comment.  l\Ir.  Sterling  had  introduced 
her  to  his  niece  as  the  daughter  of  hrs  very  old 
friend,  ]Mr.  Britton  ;  and  though  her  ladyship  re- 
ceived her  with  politeness,  or  what  she  did  not 
mean  to  be  quite  the  contrary  of  it,  the  house,  had 
he  not  been,  in  some  measure,  the  master  of  it, 
1  would 
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would  not  have  allured  \hs.  Anne.  She  soon 
gauged  the  countess's  mind ;  and  though  inclined  to 
think  charitably,  as  well  as  justly,  it  might  perhaps 
have  been  difficult  to  keep  up  intercourse  between 
persons  having  so  few  points  of  contact  in  their 
characters,  had  not  Mrs.  Britton  immediately  taken 
an  interest  in  Gertrude,  and  pitied  the  oppression 
under  which  she  saw  her  exist.  She  was  a  single 
woman,  not  young,  of  plain  person,  and  simple 
manners;  and,  in  a  situation  as  conducive  to  ori- 
ginality and  strength  of  mind  as  Gertrude's,  had 
acquired  a  superiority  of  intellect  highly  honorable 
to  herself,  and  beneficial  to  many.  For  the  sake 
of  one,  towards  whom,  perhaps,  she  was  drawn  by 
recollection  of  former  similarity,  she  bore  with 
much  that  was  disagreeable  in  these  visits,  and 
much  there  was,  notwithstanding  all  the  pains  Mr. 
Sterling  took  to  keep  her  free  from  his  niece's  an- 
noying gossip,  while,  with  a  kindness  so  well  con- 
ducted as  to  give  no  offence  to  the  countess,  she 
endeavored  to  add  to  Gertrude's  knowledge,  and 
to  excite  her  endeavors.  AVhen  she  saw  her  warm- 
ed by  Mionest  emulation  to  industry,  she  shortened 
her  path  to  the  attainment  of  what  she  desired ; 
.and  when  she  perceived  that  she  desponded,  she 
encouraged  her.  The  rectitude  of  Mrs.  Britten's 
ideas  made  her  compassionate  tlie  protcge^y  with- 
out degrading  the  protectress;  and  in  no  oppor- 
tunity of  speaking  to  her  alone,  did  she  ever  betray 
the  least  perception  that  Lady  Luxmore  was  not 
all  that  could  be  wished  :  she  knew  that  the  time 
might  be  far  better  employed  in  informing  her, 

than 
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tlian  in  rendering  her  more  keenly  sensible  to  hdr 
situation,  or  in  abating  respect  for  one  on  whom, 
whatever  were  her  sentiments,  Gertrude  still  must 
remain  wholly  dependent.  This  judicious  woman, 
therefore,  possessing  herself  more  than  the  com- 
mon advantages  of  her  sex,  sought  to  communicate 
to  her  young  favorite,  some  portion  of  that  forti- 
tude which  she  had  been  compelled  to  gain :  she 
taught  her  that  the  world  abounded  with  evil  which 
7nust  be  endured,  and  that  on  the  enduring  it  well, 
depended  the  advantage  we  might  derive  from  it, 
as  well  as  the  estimation  it  would  obtain  for  us; 
that  all  complaints  while  the  good  Providence  of 
God  grants  us  health,  food,  and  raiment,  especi- 
ally when  cheared  by  the  hopefulness  of  youth, 
were  the  evidence  of  a  mind,  nerveless  and  puerile^ 
— that  in  the  best  systems  of  education,  we  still 
must  teach  ourselves,  and  that  one  half  of  the  asr 
sistance  afforded  young  people,  tended,  like  the  ap> 
plication  of  unguents  to  the  skin,  only  to  stop 
up  those  channels  by  which  the  mind  was  to  de- 
rive its  nutriments.  When  Gertrude  came  to  her 
with  insuperable  difficulties,  and  professed  her  to- 
tal inability  to  discover  the  means  by  which  she 
was  to  proceed  in  any  thing,  Mrs.  Britton  an- 
swered, '  Find  out,  my  dear  young  lady, — remem- 
ber the  first  business  a  watchmaker's  apprentice  is 
set  to,  is  to  make  his  tools — all  operations  of  the 
mind  would  be  reduced  to  culinary  receipts,  if  we 
had  eveiy  thing  laid  down  for  us.' — ^  I^have  a 
great  love,  she  would  say,  for  reasoning  by  analogy, 
ftad  for  deducing  one  argument  or  fact  from  ano- 
ther. 
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ther.  I  do  not  mean,  nor  will  you  understand  me 
as  meaning,  that  this  should  be  done  with  that  ri- 
gorous adherence  to  the  law,  that  excludes  tlie 
equity  of  common  sense  and  discretion  ;  were  wc 
to  carry  analogy  to  excess,  we  should  say  that  be- 
cause prison  and  jail  are  synonymous,  prisoner 
nnd  jailor  must  be  so,  whereas  the  idiom  of  our 
language  keeps  their  meanings  widely  asunder;  but 
there  is  a  chain  of  knowledge,  which,  if  we  can 
once  seize,  the  accretion  of  ideas  becomes  rapid. 

Mrs.  Britton  had,  in  her  early  youth,  lived  very 
much  with  persons  of  talent :  the  literati  of  the 
metropolis,  tlie  first  artists,  and  men  of  science, 
had  been  her  father's  friends  ;  and  having  lost  her 
mother  at  her  births  she  had  had  less  opportunity 
of  making  female  acquaintance  tlian  most  young 
women ;  but  her  sweetness  of  temper,  and  her  un- 
assuming manners,  had  led  her  into  the  families  of 
those  who  filled  her  father's  table,  and  with  whom 
his  evenings  were  spent ;  and  she  had  found  her 
due  appreciation  in  the  world.  A  few  years  be-^ 
fore  this  period,  she  had,  with  the  most  genuine 
filial  aifection,  attended  her  father  in  a  tour  on  the 
continent,  which  the  state  of  his  health  obliged  hjm 
to  undertake :  in  this  point,  her  duty  and  her  wishes 
agreed  ;  and  a  residence  of  some  length  at  Naples, 
and  still  longer  at  Rome,  gave  her  a  decided  su- 
periority in  society,  a  superiority  which  she  never 
mis-used. 

Never  having  known  a  mother's  care,  and  her 
fatlier  remai.iing  a  widower,  she  had  been,  to  her 
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great  regret,  deprived  of  tlie  advantages  she  might 
have  gained  from  the  admixture  of  female  instruc- 
tion, directed  to  the  detail  of  life,  with  the  grand 
principles  of  action  which  the  masculine  mind 
perhaps  best  enforces.  Exempt  from  all  petty 
prejudice ;  not  apt  to  suppose  that  because  two 
persons  in  three  have  abused  a  sacred  trust,  the  re^' 
maining  one  must  do  so  likewise ;  and  not  deriving 
her  opinions  from  those  who  have  their  own  to 
seek,  she  lamented,  sincerely,  her  father's  not  hav- 
inor  taken  a  second  wife  :  and  on  all  occasions  cen- 
sured  that  sort  of  fond  engagement,  by  which  he 
bound  himself  to  pay  this  fancied  respect  to  her 
memory.  The  consequences  of  this  privation  of 
minor  care,  shewed  themselves  in  little  irre^ula- 
rities  of  domestic  habits,  and  a  very  pardonable 
ignorance  of  female  qualifications ;  and  the  lesson 
this  holds  out  may  be  summed  up  best  in  her  own 
words.  '  What  would  I  not  have  given  in  our 
journies,  to  have  known  how  to  work  with  a  needle, 
or  how  to  make  a  pudding  for  my  dear  father !' 

Her  filial  assiduities  seemed  stimulated  by  the 
sense  of  her  father's  misfortune  in  having  lost  his 
wife ;  and  in  travelling,  as  he  chose  to  have  no  at- 
tendant but  herself,  she  was  exposed  to  much  that 
a  man  more  habituated  to  take  care  of  females, 
would  have  avoided  for  a  daughter.  Feeling  that 
she  needed  the  protection  his  infirmities  made  him 
rather  seek  than  aftbrd ;  and  fearii  g  she  might 
prove  a  burthen  to  him  instead  of  a  comfort,  she 
changed  fter  dress,  and  passing  as  a  lad,   made 

contracts 
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contracts  with  drivers,  resorted  to  magistrates,  and 
stood  between  him  and  imposition*. 

On  quittin£r  England,  she  had  been  advised  by  a 
well  knoA\n  Italian,  to  do  as  he  had  done,  and 
'  make  the  English  pay  the  expences  of  travelling 
by  a  volume  of  travels  ;'  but  she  had  few  ideas  in 
common  with  tliis  man ;  and  even  the  pleasure  she 
miiiht  communicate  to  her  friends  could  not  over- 
come  her  reluctance  to  making  herself  observed  *. 

Knowing 

*  Of  the  danger,  as  well  as  disgust,'attaclietl  to  this  great 
sacrifice,  a  fact  will  give  a  more  correct  idea  than  any  rea- 
soning. In  Naples,  having  gone  on  her  arrival,  to  the  post- 
oflfice  to  seek  for  letters,  she  was  returning,  reading  one  she 
had  found  there,  as  she  walked.  To  break  the  seal,  she  had 
taken  off  her  glove,  and  put  a  little  switch  she  carried,  under 
her  arm.  A  man  following  her,  and  seeing  the  hand  that, 
now  held  a  corner  of  the  letter  while  she  read  it,  said  aloud, 
in  Italian,  which  she  understood  perfectly.  '  1  sweur,  that 
is  no  mans  hand,'  Foreseeing  what  she  must  be  expoised  to, 
in  the  public  street,  if  this  idea  seized  the  minds  of  others, 
she  put  her  letter  together,  took  her  switch  from  under  her 
arm,  and  facing  about  in  a  menacing  posture,  she  was  allow- 
ed to  pursue  her  way  uimiolested. 

*  Adverse  as  we  ai-e  to  that  narrow  English  feeling,  which 
makes  every  foreigner  an  object  of  distrust,  or  of  hatred,  wc 

can  but  wonder  at  the  reception  B experienced  in  this 

country.  It  appears  to  us,  that  few,  who  have  come  to  seek  a 
living  in  it,  have  less  deserved  it.  The  rudeness  of  his  beha- 
vior was  intolerable  ;  and  though,  in  one  or  two  instances,  it 
met  with  more  than  retaliation,  it  was  too  often  submitted  to^ 
Avith  acquiescence  in  the  privileges  of  a  licensed  pei-sonage, 
lie  once,  in  a  mixt  company,  of  which  Mrs.  Britton  was 
one,  bestowed  all  his  attention  on  a  girl  under  twelve  years 
old,  and  was  so  free  in  his  manner  of  playing  with  her,  that 
the  lady  of  the  house,  wishing  to  stop  it,  said,  *  Come,  Mr, 
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'  Knowing  her  father's  fondness  for  whatever  she 
did,  she  dreaded  lest  her  journal  might  be  called 
for,  in  the  circle  of  his  companions ;  but  as  her 
memory  was  uncommonly  retentive,  this  Mas,  to 
those  who  lived  much  with  her,  an  inconsiderable 
loss.  The  recital  of  what  she  ha.d  seen  and  heard, 
made  her  conversation  as  afrreeable  as  it  was  in- 
forming:  and  Gertrude  treasured  up  in  her  mind 
whatever  she  could  gather  from  her.  Beside  this, 
i\Irs.  Britton  gave  her  an  insight  into  branches  of 
knowledge  which  the  one  possessed,  and  the  other 
wished   to    possess,    in  a  way   which    put   it  in 

B ,  do  Dot  let  that  child  engross  your  attention*,  here 

are  others,  her  seniors,  who  claim  a  little  of  it.' — The  lady 
who  spoke,  being  small  in  person,  he  replied,  in  the  most  cy- 
nical manner,  *  jMadam,  you  arc  a  child  in  stature,  and  a 
child  in  understanding/ 

At  the  Prince  of  Orange  coffoe-housc,  one  day,  wiicn  the 
frequency  of  street-assaults  was  spoken  of,  he  said,  *  ^Vi)y 
do  they  not  serve  such  fellows  as  I  served  the  man  just  by 
here? — That's  the  only  way  to  stop  the  evil.  We  had  this 
fact  from  Giannini  the  Italian  master,  who  heard  it;  and  what 
we  are  now  going  to  rchu^^,  a  reverend  and  magnificent 
contributor  to  the  British  museum,  avouched  to  our  father. 
Some  years  after  the  dreadful  rt'vcontie  for  which  he  was 
tried,  he  was  in  a  situation  which  made  it  necessary  for  him 
to  divide  a  peach  witii  a  young  lady  :  he  did  it  with  a  pocket- 
knife,  and  when  the  peach  was  eaten,  he  said  to  the  lady,  '  I 
sht)uld,  I  fear,  have  spoiled  your  stomach  for  the  peach,  if  you 
had  known  that  the  knife  I  cut  it  with,  was  that  with  which  I 
stabbed  the  man  in  the  Ilaymarket.'  We  will  forgive  any  one 
who  rcluses  all  credit  to  this  ;  we  give  an  authority  that  wc 
dare  not  discredit.     jMr.  Sterling   knew   and   associated  with 

B 's  friends ;   but  he  never  would  hold  any  intercourse 

with  the  man  hiinself. 

VOL.  I.  X  her 
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her  power  to  proceed  on  the  basis  she  had  laid. 
Finding  that  she  had  attained  a  considerable  share 
of  grammatical  erudition,  and  had  nothing  to 
learn  in  syntactical  accuracy,  she  advised  her  en^ 
deavoringto  learn  languages.  Happy  would  Ger- 
trude have  felt,  might  bjie  but  have  said,  ^  I  will.' 


eiiAp. 
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CHAPTER    XY- 

Trials  (if  patience  Improfentenf  of  f hue.  Exces.she  fj/ranny^ 
Rclax'itiou.  A  great  favor.  A  lesson  to  spoiled  child rc/u 
A  perverted  icomaii,     A  nuddeti  friendship^     A  lecture. 

Perhaps  in  a  mind  so  conapeUed  to  pen  up  all 
its  best  sensations,  as  was  Gertrude's,  something  ar- 
dent and  romantic  might  have  sprung  up,  if  no  one 
but  Lord  Portargis  had  been  kind  to  her;  but  Mr, 
Sterling,  however  worked  on  by  his  liiece,  would 
sometimes  rebel,  and  be  affectionate ;  and  though 
Gertrude  was  tolerably  certain,  that  if  he  parted 
from  her  in  a  pleasant  temper,  when  she  wished 
him  good  night,  something,  she  knew  not  what, 
would  have  soured  him  the  next  morning,  yet,  bv 
noon,  her  assiduities,  and  her  usefulness,  generally 
brought  him  round ;  and  when  he  had  seen  the 
patience  with  which  she  rose  almost  constantl}  in 
the  course  of  dinner,  if  the  cook  disappointed  his 
palate  by  her  ignorance  or  her  negligence,  it  was 
not  in  nature,  at  least  not  in  /^i^  nature,  to  continue 
ill  disposed. 

But  Gertrude  had  still  enough  to  endure — as 
iji\ld\  as  usually  falls  to  the  lot  of  dependents. 
She  was  now  fourteen  •  and  her  situation  did  not 
jnend.  Beside  being  made  daily,  and  hourly,  to. 
(e^l  what  it  was  to  have  nothing  she  could  call  her 
X  2  own, 
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own,    she  perceived,  in  her   patroness,    ther  ise 
and  progress  of  jealousy.     Tlie  sordidness  of  her 
p,ppearance  also  grew,  every  year,  a  more  bitter 
mortification,  as  Lady  Luxinore,  with  either  no 
feeling,  or  a  very  peculiar  one,  now  seemed  to 
take  pleasure  in  contriving  that  her  maids  and  her 
protegee^  should  be  clad  from  the  same  piece,  and 
never  dispensed  with  her  attending  her,  sick  or 
well,  in  her  morLing's  round,  whether  it  consisted 
merely  of  an  airing,  or  of  shopping  and  visiting ; 
and  she  wa.v,  therefore,  compelled  to  exhibit  her- 
self before  persons,  not  always  well  bred  or  good- 
natured  enough  tp  postpone  their  remarks  till  she 
was  out  of  hcarli^g.     Had  she  heard  all  that  was 
spoken  aside,  she  might  perhaps  have  caught  some 
little  consolation ;  but  her  ear  brought  to  her  only 
remarks  the  mcst  cutting;  and  in  the  shops  the 
pountess  frequeiited,  she  could  not  but  perceive 
tiat  one  journey  woman  went  aside  to  call  another, 
to  help  stare  at  the  odd  figure  and  fashion  of  Lady 
l.u\moie?>  founding  girl     For  this  exertion  of 
tyranny,  the  reason  must  be  sought  in  her  lady- 
ship's antipathy  to  solitude,  which  also  sou:ietimes 
put  her  on  ridiculous  expedients.    Perceiving  that 
in  Gertrude's  usefulness  to  Mr.  Sterling,  a  reason 
might  now  and  then  be  found  for  keeping  her  at 
home,  if  the  pkadire  of  her  company  were  the 
strongest  argument  she  had  to  urge,  she  contrived 
to  keep  herself  perfectly  ignorant  of  the  topography 
of  London  and  its  vicinity,  and  to  turn  all  the  ma- 
nagement, for  keeping  out  two  hours  and  a  half, 
vithi^  which  time  she  was  not  willing  to  return 

home, 
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Lome,  on  Gertrude,  reserving  to  herself  only  a  most 
correct  acquaintance  with  the  turnpikes  and  their 
deman'h.  Wicked  Gertrude,  sometimes  particu- 
larly grudging  this  mode  oi  improving  time,  would 
propose  and  carry  into  execution,  an  airing  under 

*  statute  measure,'  but  this  fraud  on  the  govern- 
ment, was  duly  reprobated;  and  she  was  made  to 
write  out  a  list  of  airings  and  their  durations. 

One  circumstance,  however,  in  these  excursions, 
when  they  would  otherwise  have  been  intolerably 
tedious,  or  enlivened  only  by  that  sort  of  mono- 
logue called,  in  vulgar  language,  *  a  jobation,' 
arose  to  alleviate  their  dulness.  Lady  Luxmore, 
with  no  occupation,  fancied  herself  a  wonderful 
ceconomist  of  time.  She  could  not  endure,  as  she 
said,  to  see  people  crawling  on  the  earth  like  rep- 
tiles, and  such  animals,  or  sitting  down  with  their 
hands  before  them,  as  if  thev  had  nothingr  to  do. 
Alluding  to  the  vocal  composition,  ^  Comely  swain 
why  sitt'st  thou  so  ?'  she  quoted  the  rhyming  line, 

*  Folded  arms  are  signs  of  woe;'  and  it  was  a  happy 
recollection  in  cases  of  necessity. 

In  conformity  to  this  opinion,  she,  herself,  mo^ 
ved  occasionally  with  considerable  bustle,  if  not 
celerity ;  and  if  any  thing  or  person  stood  in  her 
w  ay,  so  much  the  worse  for  it.  To  prevent  seden- 
tary idleness,  she  had  always  some  work  in  hand, 
Ivhich,  at  about  four  times  the  expence  at  which 
she  might  have  purchased  it,  she  proceeded  in,- 
till  her  uncle  would  sometimes  ask  if  it  was  endless. 
If  the  work  was  a  new  toy,  every  interruption  was 
a  provocation,  but  if  it  had  been  gazed  on  till  it 

'  palled 
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'  palled  upon  the  sense/  Mr.  Sterling  s  employ- 
ment of  Gertrude,  and  the  impossibility  of  getting 
any  thing  done  by  her,  served  for  the  ba^is  of  vexa- 
tion *.  Very,  very  often  had  she  to  methodize  ex- 
tracts, and  tack  sentences  together,  in  one  room, 
while  in  the  other,  the  countess  waited  to  be  told 
how  It  was  poss'blc  her  work  *  could  be  wrong/ 

One  day,  wlien  the  carriage  was  slowly  draggin<» 
through  a  heavy  piece  of  road,  she  oljserved  to 
tiertrude,  that  it  was  pity  so  much  of  her  time  as 
that  spent  in  their  airing  should  be  wasted  :  *  she 
should  like  very  well  that  she  should  bring  her 
work  or  a  book  out  with  her/  This  as,  even  in 
the  happiest  of  tlieir  moments,  there  could  be  no 
conversation  between  two  persons,  one  of  whom 
cared  not  to  listen,,  and  the  other  dared  not  speak,, 
was  a  delightful  permission  ;  and  the  result  proved 
so  acceptable  to  her  ladyship,  that  when,  in  the 
fogs  and  dirt  of  November,  she  would,  for  air  and 
amusement,  bid  her  coachman  drive  from  Hyde- 
park  corner  to\Vhitechapel-church,the  reading  was 
not  suspended^    The  injury  to  lungs  and  nerves> 

*  For  the  benefit  of  those  who  are  subject  to  quick  f€€ling9y 
we  give  a  fact  which  occurred  under  our  own  eye.  A  Ja<ly 
working  on  canvas,  and  called  from  it  against  h«r  will  by  her 
liusband,  in  a  pet  threw  her  worlc  from  her,  too  angry  to 
perceive  she  had  thrown  her  needle  under  ker  hand.  In 
fjuitting  her  chiiir,  the  iseedle  went  into  the  ball  of  the 
thumb:  the  ha?nnori'hage  was  very  alarming;  the  hand  was 
perished,  and  weakened  for  life,  and  she  never  after  could 
take  anything  cold  in  it,  without  a  cramp,  that  made  i  t  matter 
of  gi't.iit  nicety  to  U'.rclos^e  h^r  tvngers.. 

1  was 
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was  not  of  importance  enough  to  be  regarded;  and 
Mhen  a  good  old  plain-speaking  apothecary,  lind- 
incr  that  Gertrude  nas  now  readinir  six  hours  if 
the  duy  aloud  to  Lady  Luxmore,  and  writing  dur- 
ing the  same  space  of  time  for  Mr.  Sterling,  jo- 
cularly offered  a  more  expeditious,  though  not 
more  infallible  way  of  sending  her  to  her  grave, 
her  ladyship,  in  a  piteous  tone  jf  complaint,  re- 
marked how  hard  it  was  that  she  *  who  had  paid 
so  dearly  for  the  education  of  a  girl,  so  cruelly 
throT^"n  on  her,  should  reap  no  benefit  from  the- 
enormous  expence  she  had  been  at  in  her  educa- 
tion.' Gertrude,  therefore,  persevered  in  her 
duties. 

It  was  now  becoming  obvious  matter  of  serious 
regret,  that  a  man  of  Mr.  Sterling's  admirable  en- 
dowments, and  valuable  acquiremeiifts,  siiould  be 
living  under  the  increasing  ini^uence  of  a  head  and 
a  heart  so  inferior  to  his  own.  It  was  of  no  avail 
that  he  saw,  and  sometimes  hinted  at  liis  nieces 
wearisome  peevishness,  or  that  he  despised  the 
only  wisdom  she  possessed,  and  which  his  admired 
author,  Lord  Bacon,  has  described  as  'left-handed/ 
Lady  Luxmore  and  he  quarrelled  incessantly  :  she 
grew  more  teazing,  he  more  impatient  Any  neg- 
ligence of  the  cook's,  which  nic^de  him  wait  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour  tor  his  dinner,  he  would  I'unish  by 
the  irrelative  revenge  of  a  fortniglit's  silence.  A 
paper  mislaid,  or  any  imperfections  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  commands,  drew  on  Gertrude  the  hea- 
viest reproaches  ;  and  the  phrase,  *  hewers  of  wood 
and  draw^ers  of  water,'  was  rung  in  her  ears,  as 

designating 
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desii3;nating  the  only  eniployiiients  for  which  lier  in- 
tellects, or  at  Icas^t  her  use  of  them,  would  fit  iier*. 
It  was  now  impossible  for  her,  even  to  ask  pardon, 
or  make  an  apology,  in  language  that  might  not  be 
censured.  If  the  severity  produced  tears,  she 
was  ridiculed,  and  ordered  to  the  glass  to  behold 
herself,  with  expressions  of  opprobrium  too  strong 
for  our  page:  if  she  submitted  without  tears,  she 
was  hardened  :  if  she  dared  reply,  she  was  inso- 
lent. When  told  somdimes,  in  a  spring-morning, 
that  she  was  to  attend  her  patroness,  in  an  agree- 
able excursion,  ten  miles  out  of  town,  before  the 
hour  arrived  at  which  they  were  to  set  off^  sonic 
disgrace  w^as  contrived  for  her,  and  she  w  as  left  at 
home.  In  no  point  now,  did  the  uncle  and  niece 
agree,  but  in  crushing  the  dependent ;  and  such 
■was  apparently  the  exertion  used  to  keep  up  the 

*  Let  us  make  one  exception,  and  shew  by  the  temper,  in 
jts  natural  state,  what  its  perversion  amounted  to,  Gertrude 
had  been  ordered  to  transcribe  two  pages  of  folio  paper :  the 
writiua  was  to  be  her  very  best ;  no  erasure,  no  mistake,  no 
imperfection  could  be  admitted  ;  for  it  was  to  be  submitted 
to  the  first  eyes  in  the  kingdom.  Gertrude  was  not  without 
pride  ;  she  did  hcj  utmost,  and  carried  it  to  JMr.  Sterling,  with 
perhaps  too  mucji  self-complacency  :  he  approved  it,  and  she 
left  him  examining  it.  In  a  few  minutes,  *GattyJ  Gatty  !' 
made  her  expect  a  confirmation  of  j)raise:  she  went  to  the 
study  ;  he  shook  his  head,  and  was  silent ;  she  drew  near  him; 
he  put  his  finger  on  a  word  in  a  line  near  the  end :  it  was 
iroxenncnt  instead  of  a-ovcnmient  !  I  Slie  almost  shrunk 
from  his  reat  h  ;  she  felt  aifitkd  to  severity  ;  but  he  was  very 
mercifuT.  *  I  pity  you  with  all  my  heart,'  said  he  ;  *  but  it 
must- be  done  agtiin,  and  as  well  done.'  She  again  did  all 
in  her  power ;  butj-Jle  first  was  the  best. 

fever 
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fever  of  dislike  in  his  mind,  that  at  this  period  of 
irritation,  he  could  not  make  a  visit  to  the  house 
of  any  great  man,  where  there  were  statues  or 
pictures,  without  returning  home  more  hostile  than 
before  to  poor  Gertrude.  On  these  occasions. 
Lady  Luxmore  thought  it  prudent  to  play  a  silent 
character:  she  joined  in  no  railing, — she  brought 
no  accusation ;  but  she  served  admirably  for  an 
auditor,  without  whom,  probably  there  would  have 
been  no  orator ;  and  she  could,  and  did  answer 
leading  questions,  such  as,  '  Was  it  so  in  your 
time  ?' — 'Would  you  have  dared,'  &c. :  that  served 
to  make  the  culprit  appear  still  more  guilty. 

Unless  a  specimen  be  given,  it  may  be  difficult  to 
conceive  how  Gertrude  Aubrey,  and  the  Venus  de 
xViedicis  could  come  into  a  comparison.  Nothing 
could  be  easier  than  to  oppose  them  in  tliis  situation. 
^Ir.  Sterling  had  only  to  tell  his  dear  niece — for 
enemies  are  dear  to  each  other,  whenever  any  new 
disgust  draws  off  their  habitual  inveteracy — that 
he  had  just  seen  a  very  beautiful  picture  or  statue : 
she  then  exprest  some  curiosity  to  know  what  it 
was ;  and  let  it  have  been  what  it  might,  whether 
male  or  female,  a  bacchante,  or  a  Sileiius,  a  Venus 
or  her  son,  it  served  equally  well  to  bring  in  the 
never-failing  application,  conveyed  in  tlie  words, 
*  I  looked  at  it  with  delight,  and  tould  not  forbear 
thinking  of  your  odious  Miss.'  To  this,  Gertrude 
never  replied. 

In  one  instance,  her  patience  was  put  to  a  severer 
trial.  A  printer  employed  for  Mr.  Sterling,  and  who 
had  been  left  a  widower  with  many  children,  had 

tliQ 
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the  misfortune  to  see  his  eldest  daut^hter  taking  to 
a  very  scandalous  lite,  a  life  of  the  lowest  infamj\ 
Mr.  Sterling,  under  the  predominatin<T  influence 
of  his  niece's  supper-conversations,  which  were, 
if  effects  may  be  admitted  as  evidence,  never  very 
fiiendly  to  Gertrude,  made  use  of  even  this  cir- 
cumstance, unconnected  as  it  was  with  her,  to 
teaze  and  mortify  her :  in  apparent  sympathy  with 
the  man's  misfortune,  he  brought  home  the  news, 
closing  it  with  this  unpardonable  departure  from 
probability :  '  It  is,  in  my  opinion  but,  an  antepast 
of  what  we  shall  see  in  our  own  house.' — Gertrude 
heard,  and  Gertrude  felt ; — she  heard  herself  un- 
justly traduced,  and  she  understood  the  implied 
slander ;  but  she  felt  that  she  had  no  redress^  and 
that  Mr.  Sterling  had  no  foundation  for  his  cpuel 
aspersion.  She  was  indignant,  and  she  was 
silent. 

No\v,  let  it  not  be  imagined,  that  Mr.  Sterling 
meant  a  syllable  of  what  he  said :  he  thought  of 
nothing,  we  w  ill  venture  to  answer  for  him,  but  a 
chimerical  progeny  of  vices,  the  offspring  of  a  fan- 
cied want  of  attention  to  his  commands,  or  his  pre- 
cepts, even  if  the  ferment  of  ill  humor  originated 
in  his  own  bosom  ;  but  we  are  much  more  inclined 
to  suspect  that  he  suffered  himself  to  be  teazed  into 
resentment  of  sometliing  that  he  could  not  feel, 
and,  obliging  his  niece  by  the  loan  of  his  authorityy 
made  use  of  a  sledge-hammer  to  kill  a  fly : — read 
wasp,  if  you  please,  good  reader!  instead  oi fly; 
but  ask,  after  tlie  correction,  how  many  would  have 

been 
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been'able  to  bear,  even  as  did  Gertrude -^iinperf3.^ 
wrediicated  Gertrude — such  a  series  of  iiTitation. 
What  the  good  Bourdaloue  says  of  the  monastic 
life,  applies  to  her,  that  though  there  may  be  no 
moment  that  requires  the  exertion  of  great  forti- 
tude, the  repetition  of  its  grievances  amounts  to  A 
martyrdom.  A  martyrdom,  such  as  Gertrude's, 
required  a  delusive  hope,  such  as  she  cherished,  to 
sustain  it. 

The  effect  of  all  this  accumulated  vexation  tias 
bad.  The  comparisons  between  which  she  so  con- 
veniently stood,  of  the  Venus  de  i\iedicis,  and  the 
printer's  daughter,  had  been,  on  one  side,  brought 
more  home  to  her  feelings  by  Mr. Sterling's  admira- 
tion of  a  foreign  lady,  who  certainly  was  a  model  for 
an  artist :  that  hor  countenance  had  no  pleasant 
character,  that  she  was  subject  to  odd  starts  of 
temper,  and  had  really  none  but  external  beauty, 
was,  in  the  present  case,  no  abatement :  Gertrude 
had  seen  her,  and  would  have  been  happy  to  re- 
semble her;  but  worried,  and  wearied  with  her 
eulogium,  may  she  be  forgiven,  if  we  own  her  feel- 
ings of  triumphant  joy,  when  the  lady  made  herself 
conspicuous,  nuked,  by  quitting  her  home  and 
her  husband,  on  a  trifling  dispute  ?  U  it  is  the 
merit  of  our  seniors,  that  their  pains  have  made  us 
benevolent,  what  is  it  when  their  pains  have  had  an 
opposite  tendency  ? 

Alter  this  time,  Gertrude  certainly  did  not  mend: 
^he  was  so  'msoknt  as  to  ask  Mr.  Sterlinjr  what  he 
thought  of  his  favorite  ncnv,  and  in  other  instances  ; 
the  young  lady's  tongue  found  its  use  :  for  on  her 

being 
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being  made  to  wear  such  shoes  as,  at  that  time, 
were  given  only  to  those  who  had  to  dread  the 
want  of  another  pair,  and  hearing  the  shoemaker 
ordered  to  abridge  them  of  a  little  neatness  of  ap- 
pearance, she  had  remonstrated  by  saying,  that 
*  she  was  sure  no  girl  in  the  parish,'  perhaps  she 
meant  parish-girl,  wore  such ;  and  when  Lady  Lux- 
more  had  said  that  she  hated  to  hear  her  speak,  she 
had  replied  with  a  meaning,  '  I  believe  it,  madam/ 
She  was  now  fast  approaching  to  a  state  of  indif- 
ference as  to  every  thing  connected  with  her  pre- 
sent situation  ;  and  a  sullen  gloom  was  overspread- 
in<T  her  temper :  she  saw  it  in  vain  to  try  to  do 
ritrht ;  and  she  was  nearly  desperate  in  the  attempt. 
Trifles  below  even  the  dignity  of  our  lowly  history, 
were  made  important  enough  to  try  her  patience. 
In  her  attempts  to  make  the  best  of  her  sad  ap- 
pearance, she  was  allowed  to  proceed  to  a  certain 
point,  and  then  ordered  to  restore  what  she  had 
practised  on  to  its  original  form  ;  no  matter  that 
it  was  almost  impossible.  There  was  great  plea- 
sure, in  seeing  her  in  a  garment  that  would  in  no 
way  fit  her,  and  then  calling  on  Mr.  Sterling  to 
look  at  this  hog  in  armor :  a  term^  which  lor  many 
years  of  its  usage,  she  could  not  comprehend  :  she 
understood  it,  as  pronounced,  to  be  a  word  like 
Hippopotamus,  or  Rhinoceros ;  and  had  she  been 
set  to  write  it,  she  would  have  spelt  it  very  unin- 
telligibly; but  now  the  meaning  struck  her:  it 
was  another  stone  thrown  at  a  creature  sinking  un- 
der the  w  aves  of  capricious  oppression ;  and  no 
resolutions  that  she  could  form,  and  many  were 

formed 


THE  COUNTESS  AND  GERTRUDE.  317 

formed — could  ena;  le  her  to  get  through  the  day 
"ivith  the  command  of  her  temper.  Still  she  was 
obedient,  but  evidently  discontented ;  and  her  dis* 
content,  which  dared  not  speak  out,  affecting  the 
tone  of  her  voice,  gave  a  new  subject  of  reproach. 
Harrassed  and  distressed,  and  beginning  to  feel 
more  keenly  than  ever,  she  performed  her  duties 
without  interest,  and  though  not  designing  to  omit 
what  was  expected  from  her,  she  was  made  severe- 
ly to  feel  every  lapse  of  memory. 

A  new  mode  of  oppression  soon  suggested  itself 
to  the  countess,  under  the  guise  of  seeming  con- 
cern in  her  improvement :  this  was  the  making 
her  write  a  formal  letter  to  her,  to  beg  for  every 
article  of  dress  that  dire  necessity  compelled 
her  to  ask  for ;  and  it  was  a  condition,  that  no 
letter  should  contain  two  requests,  or  fewer  than 
six  lines,  clear  of  ^  tops  and  tails.'  This  was,  it 
must  be  confessed,  slavish  ;  but  it  was  of  neces- 
sity complied  with,  and  the  fu'st  attempt  coming  in 
a  happy  moment,  it  was  shewn  to  Air.  SterHng, 
who,  pleased  with  the  style  and  the  hand-writing, 
sent  to  her  by  the  countess  her  billet  under- written : 

*  If  you  make  your  requests  in  such  language, 
and  such  writing  as  this,  you  will  make  very  few 
that  will  not  be  gladly  complied  with,  when  ad- 
dressed to  your  affectionate 

*T.  s: 

Nor  was  this  politeness  merely  verbal.  Shortly 
gtfter,    when  I\ir.   Sterling  was  speaking  on  the 

increasing 
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increasing  usefulness  of  a  knowledge  of  the  French 
language,  and  the  price  lie  paid  for  translating 
from  it,  she  felt  a  wish  that  she  could  do  it,  and 
3aid — encouraged  indeed  by  the  absence  of  the 
countess — '  I  do  think,  Sir,  I  could,  with  a  gram- 
mar and  a  dictionary,  teach  myself :  other  people 
have  doae  it — why  should  not  I  ? ' — *  If  you  wish 
it,'  he  replied,  '  1  know  a  very  sensible  little  man, 
educated  at  St.  Omer's,  a  friend  of  Mrs.  Britton's, 
who  would  teach  you  well,  and  at  no  very  great 
cxpence. — I  would  give  twenty  pounds  to  instruct 
you,  which,  I  dare  say,  would  afford  you  a  year's 
teaching ;  and  if  you  are  industrious,  it  will  be 
sulficient :  if  you  are  not,  it  is  your  own  loss.' 

She  had,  even  now,  lost  little  of  her  childish 
simplicity.  Though  engaged  in  occupations  more 
serious  than  are  usually  allotted  to  girls,  her 
character  was  as  natural  as  at  five  years  old, 
whenever  the  countess  was  not  at  hand  to  spread 
a  gloom  over  it :  consequently  this  princely  offer, 
&s  it  appeared  to  her,  was  received,  not  with  '  deep 
curtsies' — '^ kisses  bestowed  on  Mr.  Sterling's  hand* 
— *  tears  glistening — *  voice  faltering' — and  the 
other  detail  of  modern  sensibihties ; — but  in  ail  the 
ecstacy  of  a  mind,  by  nature  buoyant,  and  kept  in 
health  by  industry,  she  thanked  him  for  making 
her  '  the  happiest  creature  in  the  world' — promised 
to  exert  all  the  a})plication  in  her  power,  and  re- 
peated, *  O  !  I  am  so  happy  !— O  !  Sir!  you  are 
so  very  good  !     O  !  I  am  so  delighted  ! ' 

She  was  running  up  stairs,  to  enjoy 'without 
molestation,  let,  or  hindrance,  the  most  delightful 

sensatioae 
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Bensations  she  remembered  experiencing,  when  it 
occurred  to  her  that  it  would  be  expected  she 
should  tell  Lady  Luxmore  of  Mr.  Sterling's  gene- 
rosity. It  was  a  chilling  recollection  ;  but  she 
was  accustomed  to  do  what  she  was  averse  to : 
she  saw  it  must  be  done,  and  she  did  it;  but, 
perhaps,  the  effort  would  have  been  beyond  her 
powers,  had  she  anticipated  correctly  the  recep- 
tion her  simple  communication,  and  the  gratitude 
which  accompanied  it,  met.  Not  only  displeasure 
at  the  expence,  and  the  prophesied  effects  of  this 
extravagance,  burst  on  her;  but  she  was  accused 
of  having  artfully  and  insiduously  and  premwpti- 
ously,  as  her  ladyship  expressed  herseli^  tried  to 
aleniate  Mr.  Sterling's  regard  to  herself.  A  mild 
exculpation  w  as  all  she  could  attempt ;  but  this 
gained  neither  attention  nor  credit :  she  was  then 
-silent.  What  she  had  obtained  was  well  worth 
the  price  she  paid  for  it ;  and  Mr.  Sterling  having 
once  given  his  word,  would  not  retract  it:  the 
little  man  was  engaged ;  and  Gertrude  heard,  w  ith 
the  attention  she  would  have  given  to  the  wind, 
yet  not  without  deep  feeling,  those  unjust  insinu- 
ations, and  cutting  sarcasms,  which  were  called 
put,  whenever  the  subject  was  mentioned ;  and 
more  especially  at  those  fretting  periods,  when  she 
was  compelled  to  ask  Lady  Luxmore  for  the  one 
pound  eleven  shillings  and  six-pence,  which  de- 
frayed the  expence  of  twelve  lessons. 

Her  zeal  and  application  may  be  guessed  at,  as. 
well  as  the  difBcultv  of  exerting  them,  where 
liothing  was  omitted  that  could  interrupt  her,  and 

nothing 
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nothing  allowed  that  could  forward  her.  Let  the 
young  people  of  the  present  day,  those  who  can- 
not sit  down  to  what  they  call  their  *  studies,'  but 
in  rooms  heated  in  winter  up  to  66",  and  in  sum- 
mer defended  from  the  sun  by  shades  of  all  de- 
scriptions, who  defer  beginning  to  read  *  till  papa 
has  finished  the  Gothic  book-case,'  or  who  cannot 
be  industrious  '  till  mama  will  take  away  those 
horrid  family-pictures,'  be  convinced  by  facts,  that 
the  want  of  accommodation  dwells  in  their  own 
minds.  Our  disciple,  it  is  absolutely  true,  when 
she  was,  with  the  utmost  diligence,  and  the  most 
perfect  exertion,  endeavoring  to  do  what  she  sup- 
posed right,  was  allowed  no  place  to  take  her 
lessons  in,  but  her  bed-room.  '  I  would  not  sub- 
mit to  it,'  said  the  youngest  Miss  Pert,  when  she 
heard  it.  '  But  I  will — and  gladly,'  said  Gertrude, 
— *  it  will  not  affect  my  learning  French.* 

Her  Gallic  studies,  or  at  least  the  assistance  in 
them,  closed  at  the  time  assigned  them ;  and 
though  her  instructor,  when  he  took  his  leave, 
wished  to  have  done  more  for  her,  and  considered 
his  labor  as  imperfect,  he  left  her  well  furnished  to 
attain  whatever  portion  of  literature  in  that  lan- 
guage might  come  within  her  reach.  She  had,  it 
is  true,  been  fortunate  in  the  year  chosen  for  the 
purpose :  Mr.  Sterling  was,  by  a  suspension  of 
his  great  work,  out  of  the  hands  of  the  printer ; 
and  a  mild  winter  had  permitted  her  to  be  indus- 
trious, even  without  a  fire  :  her  teacher  had  per- 
formed his  part  of  the  contract  ably  and  honestly; 
^nd  when  in  her  adult  years,  she  was  distinguished 

by 
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by  the  celebrated  reader  of  French  drama,  as  the 
auditor,  who,  of  all  to  whom  he  had  read,  '  best 
understood  and  most  entered  mto  the  spirit  of  his 
performance,'  he  at  once  proved  his  own  acumen, 
and  bore  testimony  to  the  goodness  of  Providence, 
in  counterbalancing  the  peculiar  hardships  of  her 
lot,  by  an  added  portion  of  intellectual  activity. 
The  appropriation  of  this  year  to  the  learning 

*  sornething  positive,'  marked  it  as  a  year  of  plea- 
sure ;  yet  the  pleasure  was  far  from  unalloyed. 
I.ady  Luxmore's  reports  to  her  uncle  of  Gertrude's 

*  obstinacy,'  '  self-sufiiciency,'  and  various  other, 
such  problematical  instances  of  ill-conduct,  were 
imperiously  dictated  by  the  impending  danger  of, 
her  being  decidedly  and  specifically  ^viser  than 
herself.  The  manner  in  which  these  reports  came 
round  again  to  her,  did  not  exactly  define  the 
accusation. — She  was,  for  instance,  called  down 
stairs;  she  found  Mr.  Ste|'ling  and  Lady.Luxmore 
together,  she  was  told  to  stand  at  the  door,  and  to 
answer  to  the  question,  '  What  was  to  become  of 
her  }'-■ — If  she  .  replied,   as  .  was   her  only   reply, 

*  Indeed  I  do  not  know,'  he  seemed  officially  de- 
legated to  inform  her  on  the  subject,  which,  he  was 
SO- far  wrought  on  by  the  very  temper  he  most 
contemned,  as  to  do,  in  terms  such  as  these ;  ^  If 
you  do  not  know,  I. will  then  tell  you :— you  will 
live  to  be  hated  and  despised,  to  see  every  body 
preferred  before  you,  and  yourself  neglected;  and 
then  ypu  will  bitterly  regret  that  you  did  not  take 
the  advice  of  your  best  friends.' — Now,  unques- 
tionably, words  weighty  as  these,  and  used  by  way  of 

VOL.  I.  Y  reprcheni::e:'j, 
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reprehension,  do  imply  some  offence  very  heinous; 
they  might  have  been  used  by  the  master  of  Ho- 
garth's idle  apprentice,  and,  perhaps,  with  littic 
effect;  but  as  the  crimes  to  which  they  were  ap- 
pHed,  certainly  never  did  amount  to  any  thing 
beyond  the  irritated  feelings,  the  casual  negligence, 
or  the  compelled  haste,  of  a  girl  not  quite  fifteen, 
it  is  humbly  presumed  this  mode  of  reprimand 
and  correction,  if  it  had  any  tendency  to  correct, 
was  more  than  adequate  to  the  occasion. 

The  accidental  circumstance  of  neighborhood; 
about  this  time  introduced  to  the  countess  a  new 
friend,  and  to  Gertrude  a  new  source  of  instruc- 
tion.   The  human  mind  cannot  exist  without  exci- 
tation ;  and  if  we  have  not  the  art  of  keeping  up  a 
gentle  current  of  motion  in  it,  we  are  very  apt'  to' 
seek  what  it  needs,  in  a  torrent.     Lady  Luxmore 
had  a  taste  for  new  and  violent  friendships;  and 
having  watched,  from' her  windows;  a  lady  who  was 
come  to  live  in  the  opposite  house,  and  who  en- 
couraged her  curiosity  by  seeming  to  affect  great' 
privacy,  slie,  on  seeing  the  knocker  muffied,  sent 
to  make  enqyiries  into  the  cau^6.     This  prodiiccil 
acknowledgments  from  the 'honorable  Mrs.  Tlitelfe, 
^vho  so  far  overstept  tile  common  bounds  of  politb 
gratitude,  as  to  make  a  visit  of  thanks;  which  iii' 
the  hot-bed  of  sudden  preference;  in' a  very"  short 
time  produced  a  violentattachment  ontht)  part'of 
the  countess. 

Mrs.  Tutelle  was  not  ybmig:  she  h^d  had  a  large 
share  of  beauty^  and  n\  as  not  deficient  in  intellect  : 
though  now  married,  she  had  not  ahidaijs  bfeen  so  ^ 

and 
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and  an  early  engagement  in  the  cares  of  a  family, 
under  circumstances  that  justly  shut  many  doors 
against  her,  had  ruined  her  health,  and  produced 
distress  that  claimed  pity,  even  from  those  the  least 
inclined  to  shew  her  favor :  her  husband  was,  like 
most  men  who  commit  an  act  of  defiance  ajyainst 

■  .  ._        ...  .  o 

the  common  sense  of  the  world,  extremely  shy; 
and  her  family  now  consisted  only  of  two  daugh- 
ters ;  the  eldest  of  whom,  to  her  honor  be  it 
spoken,  she  could  scarcely  endure  in  her  sight ; 
while  the  youngest,  shame  to  say !  slie  ruined  by 
indulgence. 

No  where,  but  in  the  Greek  tragedy,  can  an 
idea,  explanatory  of  Mrs,  Tutelle's  character  in  its 
.existing  state,  be  sought :  one  set  of  recollections 
roused— one  set  of  passions  armed,  she  was  thp- 
direful  Medea : — her  sorrows  and  her  sufferings 
called  up  to  her  review — her  tenderness  touched, 
she  was  Hecuba.  If  she  had,  in  the  eye  of  her 
new  friend,  any  fault,  Jt  was  perhaps,  one  which 
she  could  not  well  define,  but  which  she  might 
have  named  inconsistency — a  fault  of  which'  few 
can  judge.  IFe  contend,,  that  ]\frs.  Tutelle  was  a 
character  as  nearly  consistent  as  any  .one  we'evef 
met  with;  but  till  the  source  is  discovered,  a  rivulet 
is  a  miracle.  .^ 

She  was,  at  this  time,  livingin  the  most  perfect 
decorum,  and  shewed  how  estimable,  how  worthv^ 
how  happy  she  might  have  been,  had  she  ,beeu 
trained  injiabits  of  virtue-;  and,  on  the  contrary, 
how  much,  Bow  very  much,  every  woman  forfeits, 
of  every  good  quality  she  is  endQwed  with,  when 
¥  2  she 
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she  loses  her  claim  to  respect ;  for  ewn  into  tliis 
mind,  uhich,  if  its  index,  a  lovely  face,  and  its 
own  ruins,  might  be  trusted,  was  intended  by  Him 
Avho  formed  it,  for  higher  purposes,  there  had  noXv 
intruded  such  a  base  alloy,  that,  except  in  the 
tiifles  of  the  world,  Gertrude,  who  did  not  know 
her  history,  saw  she  was  not  to  be  relied  on.  She 
had  a  decalogue  for  herself,  and  a  scale  of  virtue 
and  vice,  totally  unconnected  with  that  by  which 
persons  of  integrity  judge  their  own  conduct :  she 
saw  no  harm  in  *  the  practice  of  the  world  :'  the 
acknowledgment  of  bad  propensities  was  '  honesty 
and  liberality' — a  quiet  decorum  induced  suspi- 
cions of  hypocrisy — illicit  connexions  she  seemed 
to  consider  as  the  rouge  of  modern  character,  an 
embellishment  that  left  no  question  of  its  admissi- 
bility; — but  did  any  man,  through  conscience, 
caprice,  interest,  or  weariness  of  the  monotony  of 
infamy,  discard  his  mistress ;  words  were  in- 
adequate to  give  vent  to  her  feelings*. 

Had  Mr.  Sterling  been  allowed  a  choice,  this 
connexion  would  not  have  been  tolerated ;  but 
if  the  countess  was  in  the  secret,  she  had  too 
much  prudence  to  exile  her  supple  favorite,  by 
betraying  her ;  and  Mr.  Sterling  w  as  not  inclined 

*  What  would  she  have  said,  had  she  been  at  Tunbridg© 

Wells,  when  the  divorced  Lady  • said,  in  public,  to 

her  new  husband  :  *  For  God's  sake,  do  not  stay  away  long: 
what  am  I  to  do  with  myself  ift  a  strange  place?' — and  the 
colonel  replied,  in  these  words — <  Go  to  the  devil,  for  what 
I  care'!! — We  give  this  as  a  lesson  to  ladies  in  the  high 
road  for  divorce — 'tis  worth  ten  sermons — and  strictly  fact. — ; 
The  -parties  had  been  married  the  preceding  day. 

to 
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to  suppose,  that  one  so  very  charming,  could  err 
farther  than  in  having  assumed  wrong  ideas — 
the  consequence,  he  doubted  not,  of  bad  teach- 
ers; but,  happily  for  Gertrude,  he  nevier  suf- 
fered any  one  of  these  liberal  expressions  to 
pass  without  a  subsequent  comment;  and  when 
he  found  his  niece  too  much  bigotted  to  admit 
cahnly  his  rational  doubts,  he  would  cease  in  her 
presence ;  but  what  he  would  have  said  was  not 
lost :   the  next  excuse  he  could  make  for  callinof 

o 

Gertrude  into  his  study,  gave  her  his  sentiments 
and  opinions. 

*  Let  nothing,'  he  would  say,  ^  ever  induce  you 
to  do  more  than  silently  hear  such  morality  ^ 
that  which  this  friend  of  my  niece's  professes — - 
in  your  situation,  I  do  not  expect  you  to  take  aa 
active  part — listen  and  be  silent;  enter  into  no  ar-^ 
gument :  if  you  could  argue  successfully,  you  gain 
nothing;  if  you  seem  defeated,  you  lose  all. — No 
one,  indeed,  can  be  a  victor  by  denying  the  truth ; 
and  that  virtue  is  the, only  happiness  of  this  world, 
and  the  guide  to  that  of  a  better,  is  a  truth  en^ 
graven  on  the  heart  of  man ;  but  those  who  \\  ould 
judge  between  two  disputants,  on  this  or  similar 
topics,  would  not  ask  whethe7\  but  hoxv  the  matter 
had  been  proved ;  and  if  you  failed  in  one  point 
of  form,  it  would  avail  you  nothing  to  be  right ; — ■ 
you  would  be  hooted  down,  and  you  might  con- 
found the  fall  of  the  cause  you  meant  to  substan- 
tiate, with  your  own  defeat,  and  fancy,  because 
you  could  not  reason,  that  the  subject  would  not 
t?e^'  reasoning  on.     These  are  my   motives  for 

recommending 
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recommending  to  you  silence ;  but  let  nothing  like 
aajiiiescence  accompany  this  quksccnc'e:  let  no- 
thing diminish  your  disgust  at  hearing  paltry  sub- 
stitutions for  pure  doctrines.     Vice  is  vice,  and 
virtue  fs  virtue,   even  were  all  the  sophists  and 
legislators  of  the  world  to  nev/  christen  them  :  tho 
means  of  distin<Tui&hinc^  them  we  know  where  to 
fmd ;  and  it  is  at  our  own  peril  that  we  ever  mis- 
take them.      Notwithstanding  all  that  this  very 
charming  woman  lets  fall  of  the   *  censoriousness 
of  the  world,'  and  the  *  illiberality  of  its  tenets,* 
believe  me,  the  world  is  too  lenient  and  too  liberal. 
On  motives  of  selfishnes3,  we  listen,  with  corrupt 
ears,  to  all  those  texts  which  exalt  the  efficacy  of 
charity;    and  admitting,  that  St.   Paul  does  not 
mean  to  confine  it  to  deeds  of  beneficence,  we  go 
to  an  extreme  in  making  it  include  acts  of  in- 
justice, affecting  to  hope  agglinst  hope,  and  to  be- 
.  JKVe  against  all  conviction,  that  we  may'entitle 
fDurselves  to  rank  with  those  whose  sins  are  covered 
'- py  this  scanty  'mantle.     Nay,  we  p^y"  ourselves 
for  all.  this   pious   disposition  to  be  taught,    by 
letting  in  at  the  door  w6  have  opeiied  for  virtue, 
some  gratifications  of  which  she  certainly  n^'ver 
heard  :  going  to  a  culpable  excess  in  that  which  is  ^ 
in  its  own  nature  right,  we  add  to  the  number  of 
our  own  pleasures,  by  annexing  to  them  the  plea- 
sures of  those  with  whom  we    ought    never  to 
associate  ;  and  we  then  feel  a  sort  of  self-compla- 
cency in  having,  as  we  think,  acted  candidly.     I 
do  not  commend  that  zeal  which  makes  a  man  tell 
another,  by  way  of  news,  in  the  market-place,  that 
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he  is  a  knave ;  but  I  v/ould  have  every  man  knovv 
a  knave  when  he  meets  one,  and  every  woman 
shun,  as  her  most  dangerous  enemy,  the  woman 
who  defends,  or  even  excuses,  licentiousness.' 

Gertrude  had  too  long  been   indebted  to  ]\Ir. 
Sterling   for   informing    her  mind,    and  she  had 
seen    too   many    proofs   of    his    discernment,   to 
question  whether  he  was  right  now  :  her  heart  ad- 
mitted all  that  he  said  of  the  necessity  of  a  strong 
line  of  separation  between  virtue  and  vice ;  and 
though  she  felt  grieved  to  lower  Mrs.  Tutelle  in 
her  esteem,  she  could  not  but  own  she  gave  too 
much  cause   for  questioning  her   discrimination. 
She  felt  gJad  of  the  caution  given  her;   but  she 
hoped  it  was  not  necessary  to  forego  the  pleasure 
she  derived  from  Mrs.  Tutelle  s  kindness.    To  her 
simple  question,  whether  she  should  alter  her  con- 
duct towards  this  visitor,  he  replied  in  the  negative: 
'  I  hold  it,'  said  he,   ^  a  part  of  prudence,  to  keep 
up  a  certain  sort  of  civility  witii  persons  from 
whom  we  cannot  free  ourselves,  and  whose  ap- 
proaches we  yet  desire  to  repel.     I  always  keep 
them,'   added  he,  jocularly,     *  in  the  relative  situ- 
ation of  bar-shot; — if  they   must  come  near,    I 
wish  fori^omething  to  prevent  their  coming  nearer; 
and  tliir  you  will  find  best  accomplished   by  ^ 
distant  civility.     As  soon  aa  you  give  reason  to 
imagine  that  you  are  acting  by  the  dictate  of  any 
thing  less  justifiable  than  steady   principle,  you 
lose  the  advantage  you  ought  to  have  retained, 
and  afford  occasion  to  stigmatize  you  as  capricious, 
p.assioriate,  resentful,  severe,  or  weak;    this  can 

WWQX 
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never  occur,  if  you,  beside  taking  care  not  to  de- 
serve their  reproaches,  keep  at  a  distance  tliat  for- 
bids them  to  presume  that  they  know  your  motives. 
•—Be  right  and  be  prudent  as  far  as  is  in  your 
power,  in  all  your  actions ; — submit  them  to  the 
correction  of  no  one,  after  your  age  makes  you 
your  own  mistress;  and  if,  unfortunately,  you 
cannot,  consistently  with  what  you  think  your 
duty,  avoid  giving  offence,  bear  whatever  it  may 
bring  on  you,  as  you  would  the  blowing  of  the 
^vind — let  it  blow  ever  so  hard,  let  it  never  drive 
you  from  the  path  of  invariable  integrity.  When 
you  have  taken  care  of  this,  you  will  find  the 
interests  of  your  fellow-creatures  cannot  have  been 
injured,' 

Fortified  with  these  and  similar  precepts,  Ger- 
trude enjoyed  the  society  of  Mrs.  Tutelle,  without 
danger  to  herself,  and  learnt  from  her  those  man- 
ners which  she  had  no  otherwise  the  means  of  at- 
taining. Mrs-.  Tutelle  had  lived  very  much  in  the 
Jiighesl  society,  if  not  in  the  best:  she  judged  well  on 
many  points,  and  would  have  judged  erroneously 
on  none,  had  not  her  faults  made  it  her  interest  to 
err :  though  she  was  too  prudent  to  give  her  entire 
confidence,  expressions  would  escape  her  that  as- 
sisted in  teaching  Gertrude  somewhat  of  what  she 
must  expect  to  find  in  the  world,  and  which 
abated  her  impatience  to  be  launched  on  its  stormy 
ocean  i  added  to  her  beautiful  person  and  elegant 
manners,  she  had  a  correct  taste  in  dress,  knew 
perfectly  what  a  young  woman  ought  to  be,  toac-r 
quire  th^  character  of  fashion,  and,  as  far  as  re- 
gard^ 
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gards  the  world,  had  much  to  say  that  was  worth 
attention.  Contrary  to  the  practice  of  Mrs,  Brit- 
ton,  she,  at  every  opportunity,  condoled  with  Ger- 
trude on  her  hard  fate,  and  severely  censured 
Lady  Luxmore's  unfeeling  conduct :  and  had  she 
met  any  encouragement,  she  would  probably  have 
been  industrious  in  seeking  for  her  the  means  of 
emancipation ;  but  against  tiiis  effort  of  friendship, 
Gertrude  was  well  guarded,  by  hinting  at  her 
very  small  claim  even  to  what  she  enjoyed  : — • 
by  professing  herself  content,  she  stopt  all  danger- 
ous overtures;  and  by  promising  to  read  Rousseau, 
*  if  Mr.  Sterling  permitted  it,'  she  reduced  Mrs. 
Tutelle  to  the  awkward  necessity  of  carrying  back 
the  volumes,  with  the  loan  of  which  she  meant  to 
have  obliged  her  young  favorite. 

Thus  where  one  of  Gertrude's  friends  failed  her, 
the  other  took  her  up.  Mrs.  Britton  could  do 
nothing  for  her  feminme  character,  but  that  which 
applied  to  character  in  general ;  and  Mrs.  Tutelle 
could  nothing  but  for  her  feminine  character.  She 
could  teach  her  the  best  way  of  making  the  best 
of  what  was  bad,  and  the  most  of  what  was  too 
little ;  and  sometimes  she  could,  by  a  well-applied 
hint  of  the  opinion  formed  of  her  ladyship's  great 
generosity,  from  her  kindness  to  ]\Iiss  Aubrey, 
procure  for  her  some  little  relaxations  of  ni^j-o-ard- 
liness.  Of  this  friendly  interposition  she  could 
not  doubt,  though  it  was  never  obviously  exerted  : 
it  was  one  day  proved  to  her,  when,  on  suddenly 
entering  the  room  where  she  had  left  Mr.  Sterlings 
Lady  Luxmore,  and  i\Irs.  Tutelle,  she  heard  the 

latter 
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Utter,  rather  veheincntl}^  taking  her  part  in  a  con- 
versation of  which  she  had  been  the  topic ;  and 
the  increased  kindness  of  Mr.  Sterling  the  next 
(Jay,  shewed,  that  even  where  lie  did  not  wholly 
trust  the  advocate,  he  yet  could  admit  the  con* 
viction  of  truth. 


.  eiiAP. 
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CHAPTER    XX, 


One  person's  poison  another  person's  meat.  Smart  replies.  The 
'  -iLcarii  castigator.  Fruits  of  a  uisB  plan.  Guessing  at  the 
uorUL  An  ingenious  mode  of  arguing.  Hard  work.  How 
to  escape  ennui.  Cold  cowjjtt.  '  Vis  fieri  liber  ?'  J  squab- 
ble for  the  globe.  A  young  lady  in  a  passion.  The  sempstress, 
tfke  globe  obtained.  Splendid  prospects.  The  sc?npstrcss  mor- 
tijied.     The  present. 

Even  the  deficiencies  in  the  characters  of  LIrs. 
Tutelle,  and  Mrs.  Anne  Brittoq,  exhibited  les- 
sons for  Gertrude.  In  the  latter,  she  saw  that  the 
strong  pursuit  of  high  attainment,  a  pursuit  not 
affected,  but  congenial  with  her  nature,  had,  in 
some  measure,  made  her  overlook  things  not  to  be 
neglected  by  a  female.  She  had  gathered  the 
choicest  fruits  of  the  distant  plain,  and  the  flowers 
of  the  highest  mountains,  but  had  stept  over  the 
iiamble  product  of  the  valley  which  nature  had 
assigned  for  her  habitation.  ]\lrs.  Britton  felt  her 
sex  an  incumbrance :  Gertrude,  on  the  contrary, 
was  sincerely  thankful  she  was  not  of  the  other. 
In  considering  what  she  would  wish  to  become, 
she  saw,  in  being  a  girl,  no  obstacle  to  her  attain- 
ing such  knowledge  as  she  felt  competent  to  gain  ; 
nay,  she  comforted  herself  that,  as  she  certainly 
had  not  powers  equal  to  great  acquirements,  great 
acquirements  would  not  be  demanded  of  her.    She 

had, 
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had,  indeed,  no  definite  idea  of  her  own  character 
in  its  present  state,  or  of  what  it  would  be  at  a  fu- 
ture time.  She  had  more  distrust  of  than  confi- 
dence in  herself;  and  she  had  no  wish  to  act  with- 
out guidance.  What  she  had  experienced  in  any 
successful  endeavor  to  please  Mr.  Sterling,  made 
her  fancy  it  would  be  very  agreeable  to  have  some 
one  to  please;  and  not  recollecting  the  passionof 
the  viscount  as  at  all  what  she  sought  for,  she 
sometimes  wished  there  were  some  one  in  the 
world  whom  she  miglit  love  and  respect,  and  wko 
would  love  her.  She  was  not,  indeed,  quite  sure 
such  a  being  did  not  exist ;  but  she  dared  not  think 
on  the  subject. 

While  she  listened  to  Mrs.  Britten's  highly  edi- 
fying conversation,  she  availed  herself  of  Mrs. 
Tutelle's  advice  on  things  comparatively  trifling  ; 
but  even  here  was  food  for  the  countess's  satire :  she 
could  not  libel  her  w  ith  the  common  quotation  of 

*  In  utrumque  paratus,'  but  she  could  hint,  that 
Miss  meant  *  to  have  two  strings  to  her  bow ;'  and 

*  she  suppossd  the  men  who  could  not  understand 
her  learning,  were  to  be  caught  by  her  notability.' 
If  Mrs.  Tutelle  commended  her  for  the  becoming 
fashion  of  any  thing  she  had  made.  Lady  Lux- 
more  never  failed  to  remark  on  the  no-merit  of 
such  excellence,  and  the  impossibility  of  a  young 
lady's  being  otherwise  than  very  smart  *  when  her 
whole  time  and  attention  were  bestowed  on  her 
dress.'  It  needed  an  habitual  curb  on  her  tongue, 
to  avoid  claiming  pity  for  her  external,  even  at  the 
l^est  that  she  could  do  for  it,  rather  than  deprecate 


ing 
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ing  censure  for  the  indispensible  care  with  which 
she  comphmented  the  w  retched  ingredients  of  her 
sorry  wardrobe.  But  alas!  nearly  the  half  of 
i5ilsop's  fables  were  written  to  convince  mankind,  by 
analogy,  that  pov.er  is  odious  when  mis-used,  and 
yet  the  mis-use  of  power  is,  to  this  day,  one  of 
the  extreme  evils  of  life. 

But  at  length,  and  indeed  it  was  high  time,  ?Jr. 
Sterling  seemed  almost  weary  of  the  ungrateful 
task  of  pronouncing  sentence  on  one,  whom  there 
seemed  always  the  inclination,  as  well  as  the  means, 
to  find  guilty  :  he  did  not  own  this  feeling,  nor  did 
he  appear  quite  satisfied  that  it  was  just :  though 
his  unkindness  was  not  constant,  his  kindness  was 
far  from  regular  or  steady ;  her  cause  was,  how- 
ever, now  safe  in  his  hands,  if  she  dared  strip  the 
truth  of  the  halo  diffused  round  it  by  prejudice;  but 
never  once,  in  the  course  of  ail  her  exercises  of 
patience,  did  Gertrude  say  a  word  to  Mv.  Sterling 
that  could  injure  his  niece  in  his  regard. 

She  was  now  of  an  age  and  height,  and  had  an 
appearance,  that  repelled  childish  treatment.  In- 
tellectual  pleasures  increased  their  preponderating 
powers;  and  the  irritability  which  had  begun  to 
possess  itself  of  her  temper,  diverting  its  direction, 
fell  G?ili/  on  her  bodily  health.  The  tender  mercies 
of  the  countess  had  now  a  new  field.  When  any 
one  enquired,  with  kindness,  how  Miss  Aubrey  did, 
whether  in  the  invalid's  presence  or  not,  the  an- 
swer came  from  her  patroness,  and  was  conveyed 
in  the  words,  'As  well  as  genteel  ladies  ever  think 
it  proper  to  be.' 

Of 
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Of  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  viscount,  she 
seemed  now  totally  deprived.  lie  remained  at 
Abb6  Bonfront's,  and  fiad  improved  there,  as  might 
be  expected.  Almost  ashamed  to  own  he  had  a 
mother,  he  strove  to  drive  her  from  his  recollec- 
tion while  absent,  and  succeeded  so  well,  that  in 
his  vacations,  when  Mv.  Sydenham  brought  him  ta 
pay  his  duty  to  the  countess,  he  could  not  resume 
any  portion  of  conciliating  manner.  In  his  rage^ 
forgetting  his  love,  he  behaved  so  ill,  that  Mr. 
Sydenham  was  compelled  to  affect  to  punish  hini 
by  preventing  his  visits ;  and  some  discoveries  of 
inclinations  that  needed  the  metropolis  for  their 
field,  made  it  prudent  to  prefer  passing  the  vaca- 
tions at  Luxmore. 

The  earl  seemed  desirous  to  postpone  his  return 
to  England:  he  shifted  his  situation,  and  every  re- 
move fixed  him  acjairi  for  a  certain  time.  Gfer- 
trude,  therefore,  lived  without  any  thing  to  hope 
or  to  expect. 

A  sense  of  unascertained  deficiency,  and  the  fear 
that  she  should  feel  it  most  severely  when  too  late 
to  atone  for  it,  gave  her  great  and  reasonable 
uneasiness.  In  the  life  she  led,  she  knew  not  what 
any  one  of  her  own  age  or  station  was  doing ;  but 
she  supposed  every  one  diligent,  and  all  successful. 
She  heard  of  works  written  for  the  use  and  im- 
provement of  young  females  ;  and  she  concluded, 
they  must  be  manuals  of  virtue  and  wisdom  ;  but 
she  had  no  means  of  seeing  them.  ^  The  newspa-; 
pers  contained  advertisemerits  of  various  places  oi 
education,  where  she  fancied  every  accomplish- 
4  ment 
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ment  was  to  be  obtained  with  the  utmost  facility, 
and  in  the  highest  perfection :  her  own  circuitous 
endeavors  appeared  so  inferior  to  these  means, 
that  she  concluded  the  end  must  be  equally  remote 
from  success ;  and,  in  despair,  was  often  tenript^tf 
to  lay  aside  every  endeavor :  y^t  a  desire  of  know- 
ledge haunted  her ;  and  subtractidns  were,  for  this 
purpose,  made  from  both  ends  of  her  sleep.  From 
every  accidental  visitor,  introduced  by  any  of  the 
countess's  few  connexions,  she  endeavored, '  W  al- 
lowed to  speak,  to  learn  something  which  they  ha^, 
and  she  not,  opportunity  of  knowing;  but  excepit-^ 
ing  descriptions  of  theatres,  affd  the  arrangerrients 
of  a  dinner,  or  a  ball,  she  could  lekrn  little:' f(gw 
of  Lady  Luxmore's  a<:quaintanc'e  were  edii(5ated, 
or  of  a  species  that  could  pass  decently  through" 
society  withdut  education;  and  perhaps  if  th6re 
is  any  truth  which  has  not  a'n  exception,  it  is  that 
gregarious  animals  prefer  keieping  to  their  kind. 

Not  much  encouragement,  indeed,  was  given,  in' 
the  countess's  presence,  to  any  conversation  but 
such  as  m'ade  hetself  the  promineht  figure :  iri^ 
early  life,  her  money ;  in  mature  years,  her  rank';^ 
and  now,  in  the  wane  of  existence,  her  ill  health,' 
hei'  negligent  husband,  her  indifferent  son,  werei" 
topics,  which,  with  the  episode  of  bad  servants, 
and  attempts  to  improve  her  own  oeconomy,  by 
learning  that  of  other  oscbndmists,   made  out  a" 
mbrnin^-visit.    Bat  even  here  a  nice  medium  wa^ 
to  be  observed:    she  must  not  be  contradicted," 
when  she  asserted,  that  she  was  always  ill,  that  she  ' 
had  the  worst  husband,   and"  the  most'  hbpieless' 

child, 
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child,  that  ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  human  being;, 
hut  yet  no  one  but  herself  must  assert  it:  if  the 
other  mterlocutor  of  the  dialogue  proceeded  a 
thought  too  far,  she  was  instantly  ready  to  take 
up  the  cause  of  all  those  things  and  persons,  whicli 
and  whom  she  had  described  as  in  the  last  state  of 
evil :  her  health  then,  *  to  be  sure,  was  not  good ; 
that  was  the  misfortune  of  many;  but,  still  she 
was  not  so  old  as  to  despair  of  it;' — and  '  it  cer- 
tainly was  mending  :'  '  Lord  Luxmore  certainly  was 
not  very  kind,  but  there  were  many  worse :'  and 
'  when  men  of  very  high  rank  were  placed  in  very 
high  situations,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  they 
could  attend  to  domestic  affairs ;  the  lower  class 
of  people,  indeed,  had  nothing  else  to  do  f — her 
son  was,  she  believed,  '  very  much  like  other  , 
young  men  of  great  rank  and  immense  expec- 
tations ; — she  did  not  think  Portargis  had  '  a  bad 
heart:'  he  would  '  sow  his  wild  oats,'  and  she 
doubted  not  '  cut  a  figure  in  life.' 

Conversation  thus  diverted,  even  if  it  could  pre- 
viously have  answered  any  purposes,  was  now  ren- 
dered perfectly  uninteresting  to  Gertrude;  and  . 
the  reflection  on  it  afterwards,  shewed  her  the  re- 
source she  enjoyed  in  her  occupations  for  Mr. 
Sterling.  Nothing  could  form  a  greater  contrast 
than  that  \^liich  the  front  and  back  parlors  of  this 
house  exhibited;  her  faculties  were  called  from  the 
completest  remission  to  extreme  tension,  by  only 
the  opening  a  door  ;  and  she  went  from  petty  cares 
aud  indefinite  commands,  or  vapid  enquiries  of, 
Who  was  in  town,  and  out  of  town  ? — who  was 

n:jarried, 
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married,  dead,  confined,  or  likely  to  be  confined^ 
to  copy  from  an  almost  illegible  rough  draught,  or 
to  extract  or  abstract  from  books  on  the  dry  est,  or 
the  most  informing  subjects.     If,  in  this  scene  of 
action,  the  least    question,  of  her   own    powers 
was  started^  she  heard,  and  in  no  gentle  accents, 
the  reply,   '  Come,  come,  it  must  be  done  ;' — with 
perhaps,  indeed,  the  softening,  and  often  repeated 
addition,  *  You  think  it  hard  now  ;  but  a  time  will 
come,  when  you  will  thank  me  for  setting  you  to 
such  employment.'  When  she  was  in  higher  favor, 
and  the  press  of  business  was  great,  and  attended 
with  much  reaching  and  carrying  heavy   books, 
she  would,  in  a  tone  of  burlesque  complaint,  cry 
out,  '  Oh !  if  we  had  but  a  little  black  boy.  Sir :' 
and  Mr.  Sterling,  who,  perhaps,  felt  it  rather  a 
necessity,  than  a  pleasure,  thus  *  to  fag'  a  growing 
girl,  as  if  sensible  that  she  might  very  innocently 
murmur,  and  yet  averse  to  the  sound  of  coruplaint, 
would  occasionally  anticipate  her  exclamation,  by 
*  opening  his  commission,*  with  *  Now,  do  not  let 
us  have  any  wishing  for  black  boys.' 

But  it  was  not  often  now,  that  Gertrude  could 
laugh  away  her  cares  and  troubles.  Her  chear- 
fulness  was  not  perpetual :  it  rather  came  in  the 
shape  of  internal  support,  than  external  embellish-^ 
ment;  and  seriousness,  by  her  principals  denomi^ 
nated  'gloom,  sullenness,  and  pouting, 'was becom- 
ing a  strong  feature  iii  her  character,  to  the  percep- 
tion of  those  who  chose  to  see  no  more  than  their 
eye  could  reach.  Many  pleasures,  such  as  are 
deemed  valuable  in  youth,  she  missed;  and  to  be 
VOL.  T.  z  insensible 
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insensible  of  this,  was  impossible ;  but  she  was 
very  williniv  to  believe  siie  escaped  more  miseries. 
Slie  listened  with  ncore  eagerness  to  Mrs.  Anne 
Britton,  when  she  bade  her  take  it  for  a  subject 
of  thankfulness  that  she  was  safe  from  the  evil  of 
the  world,  than  to  ^Irs.  Tutelle,  when  she  assured 
her  she  would  be  less  unliappy  in  a  convent.  And 
could  she  Iiave  known  a  little  more  of  what  was 
passing  in  other  families,  she  would  have  been 
aware  of  still  farther  advantages.  She  had  lite- 
rally been  obliged  to  ask  ^^  hat  was  meant  by  omui 
in  the  sense  in  which  she  heard  it  used,  and  as 
applied  to  life  in  general,  or  daily  existence.  The 
expressions  "  monotony  of  ideas  ;'  '  sameness  of 
days  ;'  '  \a  ant  of  stimulus ;'  *  tccdlum  vitce  ;  *  be- 
ing quite  let  down;' — ^  fit  for  nothing' — '  in 
want  of  an  object' — '  ahhattu ;'  and  a  hundred 
such,  conveyed  no  sense  to  Gertrude.  Small  as 
were  the  intervals  of  time  she  could  call  her  own, 
she  was  obliged  to  be  an  oeconomist,  even  of  mo- 
ments ;  and  adopting  ^Ir.  Sterling's  definition  of 
dispatch,  she  made  it  consist  *  not  in  a  bustle,  but 
in  doing  nothing  in  vain.' 

No  votary  of  the  toilette,  no  girl  who  sets  her 
iieart  on  the  success  of  her  efforts  in  decoration, 
none  whose  highest  aim  is  to  mortify  their  own  sex 
or  entrap  the  other,  can  conceive  the  real  happi- 
ness of  Gertrude,  when,  after  a  severe  winter, 
which,  want  of  fire  obliged  her  to  spend  with  the 
countess  in  the  dining-parlor :  returning  spring 
allowed  her  to  rise  in  a  morning ;  and  when  she 
sat  down  to  an  old  m  orm-eaten  bureau,  the  few 
drawers  of  which  contained  all  her  wardrobe,  and 

in 


THE  COUNTESS  AND  GERTRUt)£*  339 

in  a  thick  volume  of  blank  paper,  which  Mr.  Ster- 
ling had  given  her,  because  the  damp  had  disturb- 
ed the  size  in  the  paper,  and  consequently  it 
would  not  well  bear  ink,  formed  a  common-place 
book,  which  he  had  instructed  her  to  keep  on  Mr. 
Locke's  plan.  In  this,  she  entered  extracts  from 
books,  she  could  not  hope  ever  to  possess,  and 
whatever  she  could  pick  up,  that  appeared  to  her 
worth  retaining.  All  w^as  done,  against  the  time 
when  she  should  have  nothing  to  depend  on  but 
her  own  exertions. 

A  short  review  of  the  alterations  to  which  the 
change  of  seasons  rendered  Gertrude's  comforts 
obnoxious,  may  be  of  use  to  those  young  people 
who,  without  *  bringing  in  a  stone,'  as  is  usual  in 
the  counties  overloaded  with  that  commodity,  ex- 
pect all  ranks  to  open  in  obedience  to  the  command, 
*  Let  7?ie  come  to  the  fire.'  At  one  time,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  servants  employed  in  needle- 
work, a  fire  was  made  in  her  room,  for  a  few  hours 
in  a  day ;  and  sometimes  there  was  a  spark,  capa- 
ble of  improvement,  w^hen  she  went  to  bed,  which 
enabled  her  to  use  an  inch  of  candle  she  had  bez- 
ged  :  but  of  late  years,  new  arrangements,  after  the 
removal,  had  dispensed  with  this  indulgence;  and 
her  chamber,  never  since  her  occupying  it,  had 
been  warmed  by  any  thing  but  tlie  glimpse  of  a 
northern  sun,  and  her  own  inhabitinoj  it.  Li  the 
register  of  the  thermometer,  which  she  kept  for 
Mr.  Sterling's  amusement,  she  recorded  her  own 
sorrows ;  and  the  progressive  diminution  of  the 
z  2  number 
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number  she  had  to  set  doun,  would  Imve  been 
uniformly  dejecting,  had  not  her  o\\  n  observation 
taught  her,  that  it  was  possible  to  feel  the  cold  se- 
vere at  60°,  and  the  heat  oppressive  at  51",  from 
whence  she  inferred,  what  she  might  have  learned 
from  any  thing  else,  that  rules  are  liable  to  excep- 
tions. 

To  rise  in  a  morning  early,  was  a  matter  of  the 
highest  importance  to  her  comfort,  as  at  no  other 
tiuie  was  she  exempt  from  the  fear  of  interruption. 
At  this  time,  by  a  kind  loan  from  Mrs.  Britton, 
she  was  enabled  to  learn,  by  heart,  the  Italian 
grammar,  and  was  endeavoring  to  form  her  organs 
to  the  pronouncing  ciaschcdimo,  coiicidsiacosache, 
and  tiiC  whole  assemblage  of  difficult  enunciations 
to  be  found  in  it.  Mr.  Sterling  had  picked  up  on 
a  stall  for  her,  that  liberal  sixpenny-worth  of 
learning,  contained  in  Harris's  '  Astronomical  Di- 
alogues :'  he  had  tossed  out  from  his  library  a 
close-cut  copy  of  Hoole's  edition  of  Comenius's 
VOrbis  Sensualium  Pictus.'  Portargis  had  given  her 
an  engraved  drawing-book ;  she  had  a  French 
common  prayer  book,  as  part  of  her  didactic  li- 
brary in  attaining  the  language,  and,  beside  a  gram- 
mar, dictionary,  and  book  of  exercises,  obtained  in 
the  same  way,  she  had  Godeau's  psalms,  which 
Mrs.  Britton  had  given  her,  and  a  beautiful  Nevv 
Testament,  in  French,  printed  at  Leyden,  to  which 
was,  unfortunately  for  her  peace  of  mind,  append- 
ed the  Psalms  of  Beza  and  Marot  in  metre,  with 
musical  notes.  Every  one  of  these  few  books, 
formed  a  radix  in  her  mind ;  and  in  a  method  of 

her 
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her  own,  which,  perhaps,  no  one  would  Uumk  us 
for  explaining,  they  allowed  of  a  sort  of  ataletic 
exercise  of  her  powers;  but  the  last-mentioned 
opened  a  prospect  of  the  science  of  music  only  to 
afflict  her  :  she  liad  obtained  by  questions,  cau- 
tiously ventured  on,  to  Mr.  Sterling,  an  explanation 
of  some  unconnected  circumstances  that  struck  her 
in  a  page  of  music  ;  and  she  had  once  ventured  to 
say,  that  had  she  no  opportunity  ot  learning  till  she 
was  fifty  years  of  age,  she  would  then  attempt  it ; 
but  Mr.  Sterling  did  not  encourage  her,  and  reply- 
ing to  her  teazing  questions,  ^vith  *  stand  out  ol"  my 
way ;'  '  don't  torment  me  ;'  '  mind  your  own  busi- 
ness ;'  poor  Beza,  in  addition  to  the  discouragements 
he  met,  in  person,  from  Henry  IV,  was  forced 
to  submit  to  obscurity,  and  for  the  same  reason, 
because  his  reader  could  not  understand  the  union 
of  sound  and  sense. 

It  is,  perhaps,  good  :  but  who  can  do  it  strictly  ? 
to  inure  our  fellow-creatures  to  inconveniences  ; 
and  had  Gertrude  been  less  susceptible  ot  cold  in 
future,  she  might  have  thanked  the  a^conomv  of 
her  patroness ;  but  she  gained  nothing  in  hardiness : 
the  cold  was  misery  to  her ;  she  added  all  in  her 
power  to  her  clothing :  she  contrived  every  possible 
method  of  bearing  it ;  but  in  vain  :  she  was  still 
growing  rapidly ;  and  one  morning,  about  this  time, 
having  risen  long  before  day,  a  taint  giddiness  came 
on,  which  obliged  her  to  throw  herself  on  her  bed, 
and  to  try  whether  she  could  not  employ  herself 
before  sue  rose.  Tiiis  she  accomplished;  and  it 
succeeded  to  her  wish. 

One 
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One  of  the  circumstances  least  agreeable  in  her 
dependence,  was  the  being  sent  into  the  kitchea 
amongst  the  common  servants,  to  eat  her  supper, 
a  practice  not  yet  corrected  :  it  answered  Lady 
Luxmore's  purpose,  in  keeping  visitors  away  from 
her  domestics ;  for,  poor  woman !  she  knew  no 
*  manaizcment,'  but  that  of  an  overseer :  but  irk- 
some,  as  this  was,  and  must  be,  she  saw  herself 
not  in  any  way  obliged  to  depart  from  her  own 
situation:  she  ate  her  morsel  standing,  and  aloof ; 
she  was  civil  and  thankful,  and  no  one  instance  of 
insolence,  or  want  of  respect,  occurred  to  her,  at 
these  moments  of  mortification. 

Thus  oppressed,  it  was  not,  perhaps,  without  a 
meaning,  that  Mr.  Sterling  made  her  read  to  him, 
on  Sunday  evenings,  *  The  Works  of  the  Author 
of  the  Whole  Duty  of  ]\Ian,'  and  learn,  and  repeat 
to  him  frequently,  Cowley's  translation  of  the  ^  Vis 
fieri  liber?'  of  Martial : 

*  Would  you  be  free  ?  'tis  your  chief  ^vish,you  say ; 

Come  on  :   Til  shew  thee  then  the  certain  way. 

If  to  no  fcaLts  abroad  thou  lov'st  to  go, 

While  bounteous  Heaven  does  bread  at  home  bestow; 

If  thou,  without  a  sigh,  or  golden  wish, 

Can'st  look  upon  thy  beechcn  bowl  or  dish  : 

If  thou  the  goodness  of  thy  clothes  dost  prize 

By  thine  own  use,  and  not  by  others'  eyes  : 

If,  only  safe  from  weathers,  thou  canst  dwell 

In  a  small  house,  but  a  convenient  shell. 

If  in  tliy  mind  such  pow'r  and  greatness  be, 

The  Persian  king's  a  slave,  compared  to  thee/ 

Sentiments  such  as  these,  Thomson's  paraphrase 
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of  part  of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount ;  the  lines 
called  '  the  Golden  Verses  of  Pythagoras ;'  Gray's 
*  Elegy  in  a  Church-yard ;'  and,  above  all,  the 
Scriptures  themselves,  taught  her  not  to  seek  the 
praise  of  men,  not  to  distrust  the  protection  of 
Providence,  not  to  omit  any  duties,  not  to  '  mea- 
sure her  height  by  an  evening  sun,'  and  not  to 
place  any  thing  in  competition  with  what  is  in  itself 
right. 

Of  a  principal  ingredient  in  the  happiness,  and, 
as  often,  in  the  misery  of  young  persons,  she  was 
utterly  ignorant.  '  Indulgence'  was  a  word  which 
she  always  wished  to  hear  analysed  :  in  her  own 
instance,  she  could  not  know  what  it  meant:  her 
wishes,  had,  with  tew  exceptions,  budded  without 
expansion,  and  decayed  without  forming  fruit ;  and 
discouraged  by  repulsion  when  she  offered  a  re- 
quest, if  she  did  not  cease  to  covet,  she  forbore 
to  crave. 

She  had  not,  indeed,  armed  herself  sufficiently 
against  temptations  ;  she,  perhaps,  suspected  not 
that  any,  more  dangerous  than  those  she  had  pas- 
sed, were  to  be  apprehended.  Hut  going,  one 
morning,  with  the  countess  to  an  optician's,  a  globe 
in  a  shagreen  case,  all  togetlier  not  larger  than  an 
orange,  struck  the  chord  of  her  covetousness ; 
and  though  her  weekly  allowance  was  now  six- 
pence, she  was  too  impatient  to  wait  the  event  of 
perfect  parsimony,  and  fifteen  weeks'  patience,  and 
yashly  begged  Lady  Luxmore  to  indulge  her  with 
it.  It  was  refused  :  on  coming  home,  she  had  as- 
sailed j\Ir.  Sterling :  he  consulted  his  niece,  and 

she 
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she  was  peevishly  ordered  to  *  mind  Lady  Lux* 
more,  and  do  more  needle-work.' 

Forgive,  we  beseech  you,  gentle  reader,  the  con- 
duct of  Gertrude,  under  this  refusal:  she  ought  to 
have  behaved  better :  she  behaved  extremely  ill. 
Retiring  from  Mr.  Sterling's  presence,  she  burst 
into  tears,  and  lighting  on  the  house-maid,  who 
was  accidentally  of  a  respectable  description,  she 
answered  her  question,  *  What  is  the  matter.  Miss  P' 
by  saying  aloud,  and  almost  with  insolent  hope 
that  she  should  be  over-heard,  '  Did  you  ever 
know  any  thing  so  cruel? — O  !  this  is  cruel,  in- 
deed !'  Exasperated  as  she  was,  her  passion  rose 
every  moment:  her  teeth  chattered,  her  joints 
shook;  and  she  sobbed  till  she  was  heart-sick, 
before  she  could  explain  '  the  cruelty'  of  which 
she  complained.  It  was  in  vain  to  soothe  her : 
^  she  wished  herself  a  beggar  in  the  street :'  she 
*  would  ask  to  be  apprenticed  out :'  she  *  would 
not  submit  to  such  cruel  treatment.'  '  What  could 
she  do,  more  than  she  did  ?  She  was  sure  she  did 
all  in  her  power ;  and  as  to  needle-work,  which 
she  was  bid  to  do,  where  was  she  to  lind  it  ?  Lady 
Lux  more  would  give  her  no  new  work,  and  Mr. 
Sterling  hated  to  see  her  mending  her  clothes :  he 
had  told  her,  that  it  took  the  labor  of  one  day  to 
make  good  tlie  mischief  of  that  before ;  and  since 

Lord  H 's  brother  had  come  in,  and  caught  her 

in  this  species  of  industry,  she  had  resolved  rather 
to  sit  up  all  night  to  work,  than  to  do  it  in  pub- 
Uc' 

Presently  her  tears  stopt :  a  sudden  thought 
came  into  her  mind,  and  she  recovered  the  com- 

niand 
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niand  of  herself.  *  Sarah,'  said  she,  *  you  are 
maldng  shirts  for  Mr.  Sterhng;  give  me  one,  and 
I  will  make  it.  I  never  did  such  a  thing ;  but  I 
dare  say  I  can.'  The  fever  of  her  mind  adniiited 
of  no  delay;  she  collected  what  was  necessary, 
^nd  went  boldly  into  the  room  where  the  coun- 
tess was. 

As  might  be  expected,  she  was  asked  what  was 
her  employment :  her  passion  had  now  subsided 
into  ^vhat  may  be  termed  cirif  sobbing,  and  she  sat 
down  to  work,  in  spite  of  every  possible  hint  and 
ijiterruption,  with  all  the  diligence  she  could  use, 
not  at  all  exciting  Mr.  Sterling's  observation, 
though,  if  what  he  had  been,  without  doubt,  com- 
viissioned  to  say,  had  sprung;  from  his  own  percep- 
tions, he  would  have  &C€n  that  she  was  acting  in 
obedience  to  his  command. 

In  a  week,  she  had  hnished  the  garment,  and 
very  much  doubting  her  own  performance,  car- 
ried it  to  Sarah,  intreating  her  to  be  very  rigorous 
in  her  examination  of  the  work.  Assured  that, 
at  least,  it  oitgiit  to  please,  she  made  her  next 
visit  to  Mr.  Sterling. 

Let  any  one  conceive  (lertrudc  iVubrey,  intro- 
ducing herself  to  the  study,  certainly  at  her  full 
height,  and  in  the  strange  caprice  of  an  indignant 
spirit,  a  sort  of  Hamlet's  sense  of  unmerited  in-- 
jury;  not  as  any  one  else  would  have  done,  car- 
rying the  vestment  decently  folded  up,  but  drag- 
ging it  after  her  on  the  ground,  by  the  wristband 
of  one  sleeve  !  Perhaps,  had  she  been  the  daughter 
of  Tasso,  lie  would  have  seen  a  resemblance  be- 

tweeil 
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twcen  the  state  of  her  character  at  the  moment, 
and  that  of  his  ambassador  Argantes,  when,  adopt- 
ing the  quarrel  of  his  sovereign,  he,  in  a  rage, 
shakes  out  war  from  the  skirt  of  his  garment.  Slic 
jirked  the  proof  of  her  haughty  obedience  into  the 
centre  of  the  carpet,  and  saying,  ^  There,  Sir; 
you  bid  me  work :  when  I  asked  you  for  a  globe, 
3'ou  bid  me  mind  my  work :  I  have  made  you  a 
shirt.' 

*  A  shirt! — and  for  me?'  said  Mr.  Sterling,  rais- 
ing his  spectacles  :  '  have  you  made  \t  i/otirself  ?' — • 
Receiving  an  aftirmative,  he  rose,  and  saying, 
*  Follow  me,'  he  went  to  Lady  Luxmore. 

'  Why,  Nancy,  your  Miss  here,  says  she  has 
made  me  a  shirt  1 — Do  you  know  any  thing  about 
it?' 

*  Not  I,  indeed :  I  am  not  in  Miss's  councils : 
I  don't  know  half  she  does ;  she  is  much  above 
me.' 

*  Well!  but  look  at  it,  and  tell  me  if  it  is  well 
done.' 

Her  ladyship  laid  hold  on  it,  as  Gertrude  of- 
fered it,  and,  with  a  fastidious  glance,  said  :  '  Yes, 
I  cannot  say  it  is  badly  done.' 

•^  Then  the  globe  to-morrow,  and  a  guinea  to- 
day,' said  Mr.  Sterling,  instantly  performing  the 
pecuniary  part  of  his  promise.  '  You  have  done 
very  right ;  and  trust  me,  Gertrude,  you  shall  not 
suffer  for  it' 

The  revolution  produced  in  Mr.  Sterling  s  sen- 
timents by  this  accident,  might  have  proved  dan- 
gerous to  his  niece's  perfect  enjoyment  of  absolute 

power, 
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power,  but  infinitely  more  fatal  to  the  equanimity 
of  Gertrude.  To  use  Lady  Luxmore's  own  phrase, 
for  one  week,  nothing  was  '  too  hot  or  too  heavy' 
for  '  Miss.'  She  was  praised  to  all  comers :  she 
was  encouraged  in  every  exertion ;  and  circum- 
stances connected  with  public  affairs,  having  ren- 
dered Mr.  Sterling's  introduction  at  St.  James's, 
and  his  frequenting  the  levees  and  drawing  rooms 
there,  necessary,  he  began,  in  the  excess  of  his 
goodness,  to  project  wonders  for  Gertrude ;  and 
blaming  the  countess  for  letting  her  connections 
drop,  he  tried  to  prevail  on  her  to  live  more  in  the 
world,  hinting,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  intro- 
duction of  Gertrude  might  be  attended  with  good 
effects.  The  balls,  on  birth-nights,  were  not  then 
given  up ;  and  he  made  the  necessary  enquiries  for 
procuring  admission  for  her  into  the  Lord  Cham- 
berlain's box  on  the  next  occasion,  lie,  more  than 
ever,  noticed  her  person,  and  seemed  to  be  has- 
tening her  progress  to  womanhood :  he  gave  her  a 
new  dress,  purchasing  the  right  to  indulge  himself 
by  equal  muniiicence  to  tiie  countess  :  he  gave  her 
his  wite's  watch,  and  he  talked  of  *  the  expedien- 
cy' of  procuring  such  ornaments  for  her,  as  other 
3'oung  people  were  wearing. 

Her  mind  became,  what  is  called,  '  unhinged ;' 
and  fashion  began  to  assert,  tar  louder  than  here- 
tofore, a  claim  to  be  heard.  Her  clothes  were 
still  made  totally  unlike  those  of  young  persons, 
and  she  was,  more  than  ever,  sensible  to  the  morti- 
fication. Bad  as  were  the  materials,  their  shape 
mid  figure  offended  her  still  more;  and  determined 

now 
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now  to  sail  with  the  first  favorable  breeze  she  had 
formed  to  carry  forward  her  wisiies,  she  resolved 
to  be  no  more  singular  where  her  own  industry  and 
ingenuity  could  aid  her.  Her  first  undertaking, 
therefore,  after  this  famous  shirt,  was  the  modern- 
izing her  wardrobe ;  and  by  dint  of  scissars,  needle, 
and  thread,  and  perseverance,  she  had  nearly  suc- 
ceeded, in  one  instance,  when  Lady  Luxmore, 
who,  till  then,  had  suffered  in  silence,  taking  no- 
tice of  her  proceedings,  ordered  the  re-instatement 
of  the  garment  in  its  original  form.  This  subject  of 
heart-burning  was  now  eyed  by  its  unhappy  pos- 
sessor, with  disgust  and  despair;  but  it  must  have 
been  seen  to  have  conveyed  a  just  idea  of  itself, 
when  restored  to  its  primaeval  form  :  the  small-pox 
does  notliing  to  the  face  of  beauty,  equal  to  the 
injury  here  sustained  ;  that  can  only  scar  and  seam : 
here  were  scars,  seams,  folds,  and  unmeeting  lines 
of  pattern,  to  make  all  together  '  a  thing  of  shreds 
and  patches.' 

Still,  however,  the  best  anchor  held.  Mr.  Ster- 
ling's kindness  remained  firmi  He  had,  at  the 
expence  of  four  or  five  guineas,  purchased  for 
her  some  little  articles,  which  the  goldsmith  was 
to  send  home,  and  his  heart  overflowing  with  kind 
feelings,  he  had  described  them  to  her.  Goin£j 
down,  next  morning,  to  the  breakfast-room,  the 
outside  of  a  little  box  on  the  chimney-piece,  told 
her  her  present  was  come,  and  that  she  had  only 
to  wait  his  appearance  to  receive  it.  The  coun- 
tess was  remarkably  gracious  ;  not  so  her  uncle  ; 

his 
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his  brow  was  cloudy;  the  tea  was  bad ;  the  news- 
paper was  worse  printed  than  ever ;  and  Gertrude 
was  not  spoken  to,  till  the  party  were  breaking  up, 
when,  calling  her  from  the  door,  which  she  had 
nearly  reached,  he  gave  her  the  box,  with  the  al- 
loying words,  '  Take  it,  if  you  think  you  deserve  it.' 
She  knew  not  what  to  do  or  say ;  to  accept  was 
presumption  ;  to  refuse,  would  have  been  insolence; 
she  stretched  out  her  hand;  curtsied;  thanked; 
and  retired  to  view  her  gift :  it  consisted  of  some 
obsolete  finery  of  Lady  Luxmore's ;  and  on  the 
next  occasion  of  decorating,  her  ladyship  had  new 
ornaments.     ]\Ir.  Sterling's  favor  was  gone. 

Nunc  *  praster  pelagi  casus,  ct  fulguris  ictum 
Evasi  dcnsae  caslum  abscondere  tenebrae  ;* 

and  Gertrude  sunk  again  to  her  own  rank  of  ex- 
istence, happily  we  may  say,  for  her. 

She  had  lost  in  her  expectations ;  she  had  gained 
in  the  power  of  submission  ;  and,  too  much  subju- 
gated even  in  her  thoughts,  to  dare  to  whisper  to 
herself  tliose  epithets  with  which  she  might  have 
branded  the  action,  it  had  no  other  consequence 
with  her  than  the  abatement  of  hopes  depending  on 
caprice,  and  an  increase  of  ardor  in  those  attain- 
ments which  cheat  none  who  honestly  pursue 
them. 

A  few  days  wore  off  Mr.  Sterling's  chagrin; 
and  had  his  niece  happened  to  offend  him  in  that 
time,  Gertrude  might  have  been  let  into  the  whole 
transaction ;  but  this  not  occurring;  her  restoration 

to 
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to  favor  was  brought  about  by  the  attrition  of 
needs  and  powers ;  and  perhaps  convinced  that  he 
had  erred  as  much  on  the  one  side  of  what  was 
equitable,  as  Lady  Luxniore  had  done  on  the 
other,  silence  on  the  subject  became  prudence. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER    XXL 


HoTV  to  sfarxie  doicn  a  taste.  Anecdotes.  Exemplary  veracity^ 
The  projected  Journey,  Domestic  policy.  Lessons  to  a  dc" 
pendent.  The  toad-eater.  The  Jareueil.  Miseries  of  50- 
iitude.     The  nohle  visitor. 

Thus,  Avith  little  variation,  but  that  ubich  attends 
the  steps  of  time,  wore  away  Gertrude's  years  till 
she  was  near  sixteen.  Mr.  Sterling  seemed  her  self- 
constituted  guardian;  and  the  formation  of  her 
mind  was  the  consequence  of  the  employment  of 
his.  She  was,  likewise,  indebted  to  him  for  the 
observance  of  the  decencies  and  injunctions  of 
Christianity ;  he  had  prevailed  on  Lady  Luxmore 
to  let  her  be  confirmed  :  he  had  prepared  her  for 
the  subsequent  duty,  and  himself  accompanied  her 
in  her  introduction  to  it:  he  had  been  sometimes 
engaged  in  hard  literary  labor,  w^hich  always  in- 
cluded her,  and  sometimes  at  what  he  called  rest, 
which  she  never  shared ;  for  the  rest  of  an  active 
mind  would  form  the  labor  of  the  indolent ;  and  as 
it  varied  only  in  th©  degree  of  mental  tension  it 
superinduced,  her  quantity  of  mechanical  employ 
ment  was,  never  long  together,  sensible  to  the  re- 
laxation. 

He  would,  at  tiuies,  have  been  pleased  with  an 

escape  into  the  country ;  but  his  niece's  unques- 

2  itonable, 
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tionable,  though  denied  dislike  to  any  place  but 
London,  never  suffered  the  discussion  to  go  far. 
AVhen  he  liinted  at  it,  she  parried  it  by  a  caveat 
against  didness  and  ciperwe,  at  the  same  time 
claiminii;  the  credit  due  to  a  taste  for  rural  life. 
'  She  loved  the  country,'  she  said,  '  as  well  as  any 
body,  but  she  owned  she  did  not  like  being  dull/ 
Mr.  Sterling  would  reply  by  the  apposite  question, 
*  Pray,  what  call  you  your  own  house?'  or,  by  the 
more  pettish  assertion,  that  three  trees  would 
make  any  place  dull  in  her  opinion.  Then  came 
a  question,  *  What  is  dulness  ?'  and  the  adversa- 
ries lost  each  other  in  a  fog  of  their  own  raising. 
As  it  w  as  not  very  convenient  to  him  to  remove 
the  materials  of  his  employments,  he  acquiesced 
the  less  reluctantly,  and  starved  his  love  of  nature 
and  her  habitations,  and  endeavored  to  persuade 
himself  that  the  parks  comprised  all  that  the  coun- 
try could  give,  with  the  addition  of  casual  society. 
In  his  daily  walks  there,  he  found,  or  he  made, 
friends  or  acquaintance  who  resided  near,  and  to 
whose  families  he  endeavored  to  introduce  Lady 
Luxmore.  He  would  have  made  Gertrude  tiie 
companion  in  his  circuit  of  St.  James's,,  or  the 
Green  park;  but  her  attendance  on  the  countess 
forbidding  this,  and  some  anger  being  excited  by 
the  mention,  she  begged  it  might  never  be  urged. 
Her  caution  and  forbearance  gave  her  increased 
crec'iit  with  him;  and  he  seemed,  when  vexed, 
sometimes  disposed  to  join  forces  with  her ;  but 
made  wary  by  experience,  she  savv  that  she  should 
vender  the  path  of  duty  stiii  more  intricate,  and 

therefore. 
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therefore,  but  not  without  some  few  hints  from  him  of 
displeasure,  declined  the  indulgence.  She  now,  how- 
ever, stood  so  nearly  in  the  light  of  a  daughter  to  hiiri; 
that  the  conversation  he  had  partaken  in  his  walk 
fieemed  doubly  amusing,  if  he  could  repeat  it  to 
her.  He  brought  home  to  her,  with  infinite  glee^ 
the  story  of  the  good  old  table-decker  at  St. 
James's,  who,  growing  feeble,  and  finding  himself 
unable  to  make  the  tour  of  the  park,  had  hit  on 
the  expedient  of  *  going  half  round  it  and  return- 
ing :'  he  stood  all  his  niece's  reproofs  for  his  stu^ 
pidity,  and  her  hints  that  '  he  really  began  to  be 
unfit  to  walk  by  himself,  while  he  related  the  ac^ 
tual  occurrence  of  his  addressing  a  gentleman,  as 
a  friend  of  his,  of  the  name  of  Miller :  his  taking 
several  turns  in  the  mall  with  him,  and  entering 
into  close  conversation ;  and  at  last  being  informed 
that  he  was  mistaken,  by  his  companion's  profes- 
sing his  entire  want  of  knowledge  of  him:  they 
had  conversed  on  circumstances  that  tallied,  in  an 
extraordinary  manner,  with  Mr.  Sterling's  suppo- 
sition that  he  was  talking  to  a  person  who  knew  . 
him ;  but  at  length  it  came  out,  that  this  Mr.  Mil- 
ler was  of  a  German  family,  named  Miiller.  The 
Anti-jacobin  had  not  then  laid  it  down  as  an  axiom 
in  enunciation,  that 

U  twice  dotted,  is  pronounced  like  T. 
but  the  matter  of  fact  was  then,  as  it  is  now\ 
When   he  met  a  jew-boy,  crying,  '  Well  limoni,' 
instead  of  '  Good  Lemons,'    Gertrude  shared  his 
mirth,  and  gained  extraneous  information. 
.  VOL.  I  A  a  But 
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Eut  it  was  not  only-  these  little  matters  of  mefv 
riraent  awd  am.uijt'ipcnt  tliat  she  partook ;  he  ^va3 
BQW  so  ia  th^  hs^bit,  of  coracnunicatioii,  tiiat  h^ 
S^j^iccJ  tQ  qonskte  any  odiission  as  an  inadv.er- 
tency,  tQ  be  atoned  for  at  the  first  opportunity; 
3hte,  therefore,  liweard  repeated  some  of  the  best 
sentiments  of  the  first;  men  of  the  time ;  and  Mr. 
Sterliiify  had  an  accuracy  of  relation  about  him  that 
rendered  all  he  said  singularly  valuable.  He  laid 
it  do\^^  as  a  rule,  and  observed  it  himself  most 
strictly,  that  whatever  was  conveyed  to  the  under- 
standiiig  of  another,  ought  to  suffer  nothing  in  th« 
conveyance ;  be  expected  the  simple  fact  to  be  de- 
tailed, without  confusion,  addition,  oi:  embellish- 
ment; and  in  adhering  to  his  own  law,  be^gay^  a 
compactness  and  a  terseness  to  whatever  he  re- 
peated, that  is  in  the  power  of  none  who  apply  to 
invention  rather  than  to  meniory.  As  it  was  his 
good  taste  tliat  laid  these  injunctions  on  narrative, 
the  same  taste,  always  consistent,,  directed  hi* 
manner  :  no  story  ever  lost  by  not  gaining  in  hi^ 
hands:  it  was  the  essence  of  the  humor;,  ijtwaa 
the  point  of  the  epigram,  the  pathos  of  the  nax* 
rative,  or  the  emphasis  of  an  expression,  that 
stood  forth  to  the  hearer;  and  to  say  it  waa  x^ 
ceived  from  him,  was  to  stamp  thje  authenticity  Qf 
any  fact  *. 

la 

*  Wc  would  recommend  to  all  reporters  of  fact^.aod  re* 
lators  of  conversation,  the  scrupulosity  of  ISIr,  Sterling,  and 
the  sentiment  of  Mr.  Koscoe,  who,  in  his  life  of  Lorenzo 

de, 
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In  Lady  Lnxmore  there  was  in  this  space, 
of  time,  some  little  change,  but  as  it  was  merely 
that  which  years  will  bring,  it  was  not  so  beneficial 
to  Gertrude  as  that  she  found  in  Mr.  Sterling. 
Unexcited  by  any  interest,  unconsoled  by  any  at- 
tention, though  both  interests  and  attentions  were 
offered  to  lier,  and  having  no  one  whom  she  wished 
to  please,  or  who  paid  her  for  her  trouble  in  vex- 
ing, she  would  have  sunk  into  the  most  lifeless 

cle,  Medici,  says,  *  The  efforts  of  imagination  should  not  be 
substituted  for  the  documents  of  history.* 

Were  this  indispensible  attention  to  a  plain  rule  of  com- 
mon honesty,  a  practice  rather  to  be  remarked  on  than  to 
be  recommended,  we  should  not  see  woods  in  landscapes  of 
countries,  whose  very  essence  is  the  privation  of  Vegetable 
productions,  nor  should  we  have  occasion  to  detail  the  fol^ 
lowing  fact,  which,  we  were  very  S{  rry  to  see  recorded  by  an 
allusion,  in  a  late  popular  publicati  •;  * 

Boswell,  in  his  life  of  Johnson,  has  told  a  story  of  a  lady, 
who,  at  a  dinner-party,  at  her  own  house,  requested  somd 
one  not  to  cut  a  mango,  because  it  cost  two  shillings,  and  who 
yet  was  ruining  her  husband  by  her  expence.  The  dinner- 
party, and  the  mango  are  facts;  but  the  prohibition  had  no 
foundation ;   and   the  price  was  guess.     The  lady   was  the 

countess-dowager  of  R -,  who  certainly  never  ruined  he^ 

husband ;  and  knowing  herself  to  be  meant  in  the  anecdote, 
she  asked  Boswell  how  he  could  so  falsify  the  truth  ;  he  replied, 
*  Why,  madam,  it  is  no  more  than  is  done  by  landscape^ 
painters:  the  landscape  is  from  nature,  but  the  tree,  in  the 
foreground,  is  an  embellishment.* 

This  is  certainly  not  '  splendide  mendax  ;*  it  is  a  mosf 
dangerous,  and  almost  a  libellous  sort  of  mendacity  and  au- 
dacity, and  happy  we  are  to  bear  our  testimony  in  a  cas* 
where  qualities  of  a  very  properly  opposite  kind,  render  the 
circumstance  impossible,  even  if  the  biographer  had  not 
pleaded  guilty. 

A  a  ^  inanity. 
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inanity,  had  not   the  broad-ciist  of  general   cen- 
sure,   and    the    lUbbUng    of    individual    dislike, 
formed  a  plan  of  agriculture  for  her  mind.     Even 
in  her  fondnesses,  some  of  which  still  subsisted, 
it  was  evident  that  she  was  often  supported  more 
by  ill-will  towards  another  than  good- will  towards 
her  favorite.     She  \^  as  fond  of  Sir  Wipid  Vacuum, 
because  ^  he  was  such  an  excellent  husband ;  he 
never  went  out  for  a  ride,  or  to  walk,  without  ask- 
ing Lady  Vacuum  if  there  w^as  any  thing  he  could 
do  to  oblige  lier :  he  was  all  that  a  husband  ought 
to  be.'     No  matter  that  Sir  Vapid  was  the  laugh- 
ing-stock of  his  acquaintance,  that  his  highest  sen- 
sibilities were  called  out  by  chimney-sweepers,  and 
that  he  was  almost  in  hysterics,  on  reading  the 
narrative  of  the  last  moments  of  a  little  dog. — '  O ! 
those  words !'  said  he,  '  those  words,  '  he  wagged 
his  tail !' — I  never  can  forget  them :  '  he  wagged 
his  tail !'- — 0  !  wiiat  pathos  1' 

Now  even  this  partiality  had  ii?>  fulcrujn.  Lady 
Vacuum  was  as  much  flint  as  her  husband  was 
dough.  To  his  question,  *  What  can  I  do  to 
oblige  you  ?'  she  seldom  answered  any  thing  better 
than  '  Only  set  your  chair  away  :'  therefore^  Sir 
Vapid  was  still  more  beloved,  as  not  only  a  con- 
trast to  Lord  Luxmore,  but  a  sufferer  under  the 
despotism  of  a  wife.  Every  one  with  whom  the 
countess  was  connected,  had  their  jewel  to  which 
they  were  the  foil ;  Mr.  Sterling  had  his;  Gertrude 
had  her's. 

The  earl  had  corresponded  with  his  son,  with 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Sydenham,  and  with  his  banker,  but  never 
^vith  his  wife ;  and  this  cessation  of  intercourse 
and  the  circumstances  that  led  to  it,  had  produced 
the  usual  effect  of  silence  between  persons,  not 
very  dear  or  very  necessary  to  each  other.  Though 
no  resentment  remained  in  the  real  good-nature  of 
Lord  Luxmore,  he  had,  when  it  first  occurred  to. 
him  that  he  might  as  well  write  to  his  wife,  felt  it 
difficult  to  begin  ;  and  the  difficulty  increasing  every 
time  it  came  to  his  recollection,  the  recollection 
ceased  to  trouble  him :  he,  therefore,  prepared 
to  return  to  England  without  any  notice  given  to 
his  lady,  but  what  she  accepted  from  the  occa- 
sional, '  We  hear,'  and  '  It  is  said'  of  the  daily 
papers.  As  his  arrival  was,  as  she  exprest  it,  ^  no 
object'  to  her,  and  she  had,  on  a  former  occasion, 
been  mis-led  into  an  expectation  of  it,  she  now 
affected  to  disbelieve  the  probability  of  it,  and  thus 
let  it  escape  from  her  thoughts,  without  much 
trouble  in  chasing  it  away,  or  any  effort  to  retain 
it. 

His  being  on  his  way  home,  was  at  length  matter 
of  public  certainty;  and  about  the  same  time,  the 
ill  condition  of  some  property  in  a  very  distant 
part  of  the  kingdom,  obliged  Mr.  Sterling  to  take 
a  journey  thither. 

It  was  a  formidable  necessity  to  a  man  not  ac- 
customed to  ordinary  modes  of  conveyance.  J\Ir. 
Sterling,  in  a  mail-coach,  a  stage-coach,  or  a  post- 
chaise,  w  ould  have  been,  in  the  acceptation  of  his 
acquaintance,  a  novel  association  of  ideas :  had 
he  continued  to  live  e?i  gargo?i,  his  own  chariot, 

little 
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little  Jess  ^vciiihty  than  a  farmer's  loaded  wagsron, 
with  i^ilt  springs,  and  fat  long-tailed  black  horses, 
would  have  been  his  style.  Aoiv,  he  ielt  more  in- 
clined to  make  tiie  ladies  of  the  party,  than  to 
avail  himself  of  inodes  of  dispatch,  or  the  blessings 
of  liberty. 

The  '  what  say  you  to  the  journey,  Lady  Lux- 
more  ?'  was  periectly  well  received ;  but  the  neceS" 
sity  of  taking  *  Miss'  her  ladyship  could  not  per- 
ceive :  she  had  been  treated  to  Oxford  ;  and  if  she 
was  now  to  go  with  them,  she  would  fancy  herself 
n  great  personage,  and  never  to  be  left  at  home : 
it  was  restraint  enough  to  have  her  always  listening 
to  every  thing ;  that  they  never  could  enjoy  a  din- 
ner or  a  breakfast  together,  as  such  near  relations 
ought  to  do,  and  she  should  like  to  do,  without 
her  :  as  for  herself,  she  never  wished  for  any  com- 
pany but  his ;  and  she  dared  to  say,  it  was  the 
same  with  him.' 

*  But  pray,  let  me  ask  you,  Nancy,  before  you 
go  on : — you  are  to  do  as  you  like  about  taking  her; 
but  what  should  we  say  to  each  other  if  that  girl 
were  not  present  ?  We  can,  at  any  time,  speak  in 
another  room;  and  you  send  her  to  bed  long  before 
we  retire  :  do  not  fancy  that  an  inconvenience 
which  is  certainly  a  comfort  to  you  and  to  nie :  we 
grow  old,  and' — 

^  You  remember,  Sir,  you  are  a  few  years  older 
than  I  am.  I  can't  say  I  want  any  such  comfort ; 
itnd  1  sometimes  feel  that  to  have  people  always 
^'oout  one,  especially  people  so  very  clever  ^ 
<  Ml3»/  js  not  very  agreeable/ 
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You  remind  me  of  my  meeting  yesterday  in 
the  park,  walking  with  a  gentleman  I  sometimes 
chat  with,  a  lady  who  was  enquiring  for  a  govei'»* 
ness  for  her  daughters;  the  person  she  wanted  was 
to  have  every  possible  recommendation,  and  as  far 
as  I  could  learn,  was  to  submit  to  every  possible 
indii^nity:  she  must,  on  no  account,  expect  to  be 
considered  as  one  of  the  family.  I  ventured  to 
ask,  why  this  prohibition  ?  and  she  gave  me,  very 
p')litely,  and  good-hnmoredly,  the  reasons  yoa 
alledge  against  taking  Gertrude,  the  shackles  she 
should  feel  in  having  any  one  constantly  with  her, 
as  she  called  it.  I  said  what  I  could  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  for,  in  my  opinion,  there  is  a  great  deal  to 
be  said  in  that  case ;  and  I  could  not  forbear  think* 
ing  the  woman  a  very  great  fool,  if  she  expected 
good  manners  in  a  person  from  whom  her  children 
were  to  learn  them,  when  she  denied  the  requisite 
oppoi  tunnies  for  cultivating  them.  But  as  to  Grer- 
trude,  you  are  to  do  as  you  please ;  she  is  your 
charge,  not  mine ;  though  I  own  I  should  like  her 
to  go,  rather  than  your  maid,  in  the  carriage ;  and 
somebody  you  must  have,  I  suppose.' 

'  1  can  send  my  servant  by  any  conveyance; 
and,  I  confess,  I  would  rather  have  my  liberty.' 

On  this  occasion,  Gertrude  had  none  of  the 
vicissitudes  of  hope  and  fear  that  had  preceded  the 
Oxford-journey.  When  she  was  told  of  the  in- 
tention of  quitting  home,  her  remaining  there  was 
included  in  the  same  sentence,  and  she  knew  that 
a  computed  portion  of  writing  and  sewing  would 
he  left  for  her  employ oient.      But  her  heart  sunk 

at 
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at  the  prospect,  as  the  tinje  a[)proached  :  she  had 
never,  in  her  recollection,  spent  a  whole  day  alone ; 
and  though  solitude,  could  slic  have  used   it  ac- 
cording to  her  own  inclination,    would  have  been 
a  favor  to  her,  yet  she  had  no  means  to  make  it 
turn  to    advantage ;     and  necessary   as  she  had 
been  taught  to  thiuk  the  countess's  personal  pro- 
tection, she  looked  on  the  withdrawing  it,  even  in 
this  way,   and  for  a  space  of  time  ever  so   short, 
as  synonymous  with  ruin  to  her.     She  was  to  be 
left  in  the  house  with  two  female-servants ;  but 
these  were  of  a  very  connnon  description,  and  had, 
but  a  few  weeks  before,  entered  on  their  places. 
Fire  and  thieves  were  subjects  of  terror ;    and  the 
tricks  of  London    were   constant   topics  of  the 
countess's  conversation  with  her  friends ;  she,  who 
had  been  nurtuied  ill  its  atmosphere,  was  inter- 
ested   by   its   delinquencies,    and   could    repeat, 
without  end,  stories  by  which  parlors  were  entered 
in  summer-evenings,   and  houses  stripped  in  the 
absence  of  the  family.      Yet,  forlorn  as  was  the 
prospect  of,  as  it  might  prove,  an  uncheared  soli- 
tude of  many  weeks,  she  was  obliged  to  acquiesce 
in  the  reply  made  to  all  those  who  asked — and  who 
did  not  ask  ?  w  hether  Miss  Aubrey  accompanied  her 
ladyship — which  gave  them  to  understand,   that 
'  Miss  Aubrey  would  indeed  remain  in  London, 
but  would  be  too  much  occupied  to  go  out  or 
receive  visits.'     The  flattered  give  the  pitch  to 
their  flatterers ;  and  Lady  Luxmore  had:generally 
the  satisfaction  of  hearing   '  how  perfectly  right' 
she  was,— -'how  good  full  employment  was  for 
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young  people,'  and  '  how  proper  it  was  that  every 
one  should  be  able  to  live  alone,  especially  in  a 
situation  v/here  every  thing  was  provided  for  their 
comfort  without  their  care  or  expence;' — '  how 
happy  would  they  all'  if  one  could  but  believe 
them,  '  be  in  such  a  situation,  and  under  such  a 
kind  friend!' — ^  Aiiss  Aubrey,'  they  were  certain, 
'  would  not  mind  a  few  weeks  by  herself — thouc^h 
to  be  sure,  the  tears  that  seemed  to  glisten,  at  least 
they  fancied  so — in  her  eyes,  spoke  well  for  her 
gratitude  and  attachment  to  her  very  generous 
protectress,  who,  indeed,  had  her  option  of  letting 
her  remain  in  her  house,  or  sending  her  away.' — 
^  Many  people  did  not  like  to  have  people  staying 
in  their  houses,  when  absent  themselves — there 
were  many  inconveniencies,'  observed  Miss  Tabitha 
Leech,  *  unless  it  were,  perhaps,  some  rniddle- 
aged  single  woman,  who  was  left  as  an  humble 
friend  with  the  servants  under  her — but  then  it 
was  difficult  to  find  just  such  a  person,  entirelv  fit 
for  the  trust,  and  who  would  accept  it ;  and  after 
all,  it  was  an  unthankful  office,  and  it  must  be  a 
person  without  connexions  needing  to  be  looked 
after. — Were  she  left  in  such  a  charge,  she  siiould 
make  a  point  of  never  stirring  out : — she  was  very 
fortunate,  the  year  before,  in  the  offer  of  such 
a  situation — she  had  taken  the  superintendance  of 
Sir  Jehu  and  Lady  Jaunt's  elegant  mansion,  in 
Berkley-square,  during  their  absence  in  the  west ; 
— it  had  just  saved  her  three  months'  lodging,  and 
she  should  like  very  well  to  meet  with  such  a  thing 

again. 
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again.  As  I\Iiss  Aubrey  was  to  be  left  in  this 
situation  of  coulidence,  she  said  nothing ;  but  had 
Lady  Luxmore  wanted  a  person,  she  uaiglit  have 
been  assured  of  her  best  services.' — There  \\'as 
certainly  no  absolute  necessity  for  making  this  ap- 
plication to  herself:  Miss  Leecifs  aim  was  as  evi- 
dent as  if  she  had  said,  that  the  chai'acteristics  of 
her  person  were  requisites  in  the  choice. 

The  day  fixed  for  the  journey  arrived,  notwith- 
standing all  Gertrude's  reluctance  to  think  of  it : 
she  assisted  in  the  preparations ;  and  having  re- 
ceived her  last  orders,  a  cold  '  good  bye  to  ye' 
from  Lady  Luxmore,  and  the  farewell  of  a  father 
from  Mr.  Sterling,  with  a  charge  to  be  a  good 
girl,  she  saw  the  carriage  steer  its  narrow  course 
out  of  the  pent-up  quadrangle  into  the  almost  as 
narroAv  defile  of  houses  from  which  it  branched, 
and  for  the  first  time,  in  her  recollection,  felt 
desolate.  It  was  a  fine  rich  summer-morning  ; 
every  reflection  of  the  light  told  what  the  hues 
must  be,  where  brick  walls  were  not ;  and  what 
the  sky  might  be,  when  not  obscured  by  smoke ; 
and  when  she  turned  in  again  to  the  dusky  rooms, 
who  but  those  who  know  how  the  youthful  spirit 
will  dilate  beyond  its  mansion,  can  tell  the  senti- 
jnent  of  abject  imprisonment,  that  struck  her  heart? 
She  knew,  indeed,  she  was  not  a  prisoner :  she 
had  her  liberty ;  but  how  could  she  use  it  ?  Too 
tiuiid  to  venture  alone  into  the  street  or  the  park, 
she  saw  she  must  be  content  to  immure  herself  : 
she  looked  out  at  the  windows :   those  of  every 

house 
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house  in  sight,  were  closed ;  their  owners  were 
enjoying  the  country,  and  their  vicegerents  tlieir 
beds. 

Unable  to  endure  her  own  feelings,  when  ia- 
dulged  in  idleness,  she  endeavored  to  soothe  them, 
by  watering  the  moveable  garden  over  the  house- 
door,  and  then  sat  down  to  her  employment,  a 
principal  part  of  which  consisted  of  an  index  to 
five  quarto  volumes,  which  she  was  to  arrange  al^ 
phabetically,  and  copy  for  the  printer. 

The  day,  though  brilliant,  was  melancholy — 
perhaps  the  more  melancholy  for  its  brilliancy :  she 
missed  Lady  Luxmore's  reprehensions,  and  Mr. 
Sterling's  interruptions ;  and  the  certainty  that 
she  could  neither  be  reprehended  nor  interrupted, 
took  away  her  power  of  activity :  she  tried  to  vary 
her  employment,  but  she  could  not  command  her 
attention:  she  therefore  resorted  to  her_needle- 
work,  and  felt  it  some  little  resource  against  the 
corroding  quality  of  vexation.  Towards  the  even- 
ing, one  of  the  servants,  in  pure  compassion, 
offered  to  walk  with  her  in  the  park;  she  accepted 
gratefully  the  kindness,  and  went  out ;  but,  as  if 
more  responsible  for  the  eccentric  shabbiness  of 
her  dress,  than  when  with  Lady  Luxmore,  she 
fancied  every  body  looked  at  her  dyed  tissue  gown 
and  sordid  shoes,  and  she  soon  retreated. 

It  was  now  that  she  felt,  more  distinctly  tlian 
ever,  the  sad,  sad  want  of  a  mother,  and  now  that 
her  heart,  evpr  prone  to  teach  her  imagination, 
turned  in  all  its  bitterness  to  the  recollection,  that 
if  she  even  had  a  motherj  she  scarce  dared  own  her. 

Unable 


S64  THE  COUNTESS  AND  GERTRUDE, 

Unable  to  face  such  another  day,  she  saw  her 
resource  must,  till  her  mind  was  more  bowed  to  her 
situation,  be  sought  in  something  which,  by  inter- 
esting her  attention,  would  render  her  less  sensible 
to  external  circumstances.  The  library,  she  knew, 
aftbrded  this ;  and  thoui^h  she  ha  1  avoided  it,  as 
peculiarly  desolate  in  tlie  absence  of  its  master, 
she  determined  to  overcome  this  childish  feeling, 
and  quit  for  it  the  drawing-room,  which,  as  it  was 
a  season  that  spared  coals,  had  been  the  countess's 
sitting-room  at  the  time  of  her  departure.  She 
went  to  make  the  experiment,  on  rising  the  next 
morninix,  and  findinij  the  doors  locked,  she  re- 
quested  the  servants  to  open  one  of  them ;  but  they 
had  not  the  keys,  nor  could  they  accurately  inform 
her  how  they  had  been  bestowed,  or  what  was  the 
motive  for  the  care,  any  further  than  that  her 
ladyship  was  seen  with  them  in  her  hand  when 
Miss  was  busy,  and  that  she  was  overheard  to  say, 
that  if  the  doors  were  left  open,  she  was  sure 
Miss  would  do  nothing  but  read. 

The  discovery  was  somewhat  mortifying ;  it  as- 
sisted, however,  in  bowing  her  spirit,  and  inclined 
rather  to  cry,  than  to  write  or  to  sew,  she  felt  the 
necessity  of  avoiding  herself  To  do  this,  she 
asked  the  servant  who  catered  for  the  family,  to 
permit  her  to  walk  with  her,  when  she  went  out  on 
the  minor  embassies  of  the  menage,  and  found 
some  amusement  in  the  detail  of  the  market.  In 
going  out  for  this  purpose,  they  ha,d  met  a  man 
on  the  steps,  who  had  asked,  if  that  was  the 
countess  of  Luxmore's,  and  whether  she  was  at 

home ; 


THE  COUNTESS  AND  GERTRUDE.  565 

home ;  and  who,  on  bearing  the  reply,  had  said, 
that  was  all  he  was  ordered  to  ask,  and  had  gone 
away. 

On  their  return,  this  was  explained :  they  were 
met  by  the  maid-servant  who  had  remained  at 
home,  and  in  a  whisper,  told,  that  the  earl  was 
arrived,  and  then  in  the  drawing-room  waiting  to 
see  Miss  Aubrey.  He  had  asked  many  questions; 
it  had  been  difficult  to  convince  him,  that  the 
countess  had  really  inhabited  that  house ;  and  he 
seemed  in  expectation  of  hearing  more  from  Miss 
Aubrey.  But  could  the  object  of  his  attendance 
any  way  have  escaped  him,  he  would  have  waited 
in  vain. — Little  cause  as  Gertrude  had  to  trust  the 
prejudiced  reports  of  Lady  Lux  more,  or  to  love 
her,  it  was  impossible,  to  any  one  brought  up 
under  her,  to  entertain  the  smallest  respect  or  re- 
gard for  the  earl,  the  catalogue  '  raisonn6'  of 
whose  crimes,  vices,  and  follies,  had  been  rung  in 
her  ears  from  the  first  days  of  her  recollection. 

*  How  shall  I  avoid  him  ? '  was  on  her  lips  in 
attempting  to  pass  the  door  of  the  drawing-room, 
which  w^as  half  open,  when  his  lordship,  impatient 
and  impetuous,  hearing  footsteps,  opened  the  door 
entirely.  He  surely  could  not  have  expected  to 
see  her  the  little  plaything  he  had  left  her  ;  yet  he 
started  back,  and  raised  his  eyes  from  the  low 
level  on  which  he  seemed  to  suppose  he  should 
meet  hers  :  his  hands  were  stretched  out,  and  his 
countenance  expressed  honest  pleasure ;  but  the 
next  moment  his  hands  were  withdrawn,  and 
there  was  a  suffusion  in  his  cheek ;   and,  as  if  her 

very 


very  outline  demanded  respect,  he  behaved  re* 
spectfully  to  her,  whom  he,  perhaps,  meant  to 
have  caressed. — Let  it  not  be  said,  Gertrudd  waj* 
repellijQg — his  lordship  was  correct. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER  XXir. 


wf  polished  nohhman.  A  strong  temptation  to  he  disobedient. 
The  candor  of  youth.  A  conjict.  The  matter  accommodated. 
A^  polite  husband.     The  miseries  of  a  short  xvardrobe. 


Every  recollection  of  what  she  had  heard,  va- 
nished at  the  moment  the  earl  led  her  into  the 
middle  of  the  room,  and  requested,  in  the  most 
well-bred  manner,  to  know  whether  she  could 
possibly  be  '  the  little  Aubrey.'  She  saw  some- 
thing far  different  from  the  idea  impressed  on  her 
mind  by  description.  Instead  of  *  all  that  was 
odious,'  as  his  wife  termed  him,  she  could  not  but 
perceive,  that  the  gentleman  before  her,  who 
spoke  to  her  with  condescension,  and  encouraged 
her  hy  kindness,  had  every  advantage  of  persoa 
mxd  manners,  and  years,  that  any  one  would  wish 
bestowed  on  the  object  of  their  love,  their  pride, 
and  their  esteem.  She  could  not  believe  there 
epuld  be  much  that  was.  in  any  way  had,  under 
an  exterior  sp  gr^w^eful,  and  a  deportment  so  con- 
eiliatiijg ;  and  sjie  thenee  might  have  precipitately 
cAncluded,  there,  must  he  siomething  in  marriage 
that,  when  twQ  persons  w«re  tired  of  each  other,, 
feiinded  their  judgments,  or  obscured  their  good 
f^Uftlities. 

6  When 
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When  her  first  feelinjrs  had  subsided,  she  va^ 
unembarrassed,  and  answered  his  lordship's  many 
queries  and  remarks  concerning  the  house  and  its 
mistress,  with  no  other  reservation  than  that 
which  the  sense  of  her  dcj)endence  taught.  The 
comparatively  sordid  dweUing,  was  indeed  mat- 
ter of  astonishment  and  merriment  to  the  earl ; 
and  when  he  had  surveyed  what  was  accessible  of 
it,  he  next  turned  his  enquiries  towards  Mn  Ster- 
ling, of  whose  residence  with  the  countess  he  ap- 
peared to  be  informed  ;  but  here  his  questions 
were  bounded  by  the  respect  Gertrude  expressed 
for  him,  to  whom  she  owed  much  improvement, 
and  consequently  much  happiness ;  and  his  lord- 
ship could  not  but  conclude  her  justified  in  his 
praise,  as  he  saw  that  something  beyond  the  limit 
of  Lady  Luxmore's  society,  must  have  given  her 
yrottgee  that  promptitude  and  originality  in  ex- 
pressing her  ideas,  which  to  him  w^ere  equally  novel 
and  agreeable.  When  he  had  listened  to  her 
replies,  he  could  hardly  refrain  from  telling  her, 
she  was  a  charming  girl ;  but  it  required  much 
more  effrontery  than  his  lordship,  though  a  man 
of  fashion,  ever  possessed,  or  wished  to  possess, 
to  utter  such  approbation  of  one  who  seemed 
scarcely  to  hope  to  escape  blame :  he  therefore 
turned  it  into  the  polite  wish,  that  any  thing  in  his 
power  could  improve  her  comforts,  and  shifted  his 
discourse  to  a  subject  he  did  not  imagine  could 
give  her  pain:  he  asked  after  her  mother,  de- 
siring to  have  explained  to  him  *  a  strange  headless 
8  story' 
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story/  which  had  reached  him,    of  some  sudden 
difference  between  the  countess  and  her. 

Tears  were  the  only  answer  she  could  give  to 
this  wounding  query,  for,  when  called  on  to  detail 
it,  she  found  that  she  knew  but  very  imperfectly 
the  cause  that  had  deprived  her  of  her  parent. 
She  could  say  little  more  than  that  she  remem- 
bered some  great  confusion,   some  great  loss  to 
Lady  Luxmore,   and  her  mother's  being  supposed 
the  cause,  in  conjunction  with  a  Captain  Smith, 
and  quitting  the  house  abruptly : — she  feared  her 
mother   must   have  acted   indiscreetly,    as  Lady 
Luxmore  had  never  yet  shewn  any  inclination  to 
forgive  her ;   but  she  could  not  give  up  the  hope, 
that  a  time  might  come,   when  what  had  passed 
would  be  explained   to  her  perfect   justification, 
or,  at  least,  to  her  excuse,  and  when  she  might  be 
allowed,  if  she  still  lived,  to  see  and  to  know  her. 
'  Were  she  ever  so  faulty,'  concluded  she,  sobbing, 
*  it  would  yet,  in  my  situation,  be  a  comfort  to 
have  a  parent.' 

'  You  might  find  yourself  njistaken,  my  young 
friend,'  said  his  lordship.  *  I  can  conceive  nothing 
worse  than  the  folly  or  indiscretion  of  a  parent — 
k  is  a  clog  for  one's  life ;  it  makes  the  world  shy 
of  young  people ;  and  it  brings  millions  of  miseries. 
— But  tell  me — Miss  Aubrey,  I  suppose  I  am  to 
call  you — are  you  unhappy  here.^'  Perhaps  ha*d 
this  question  been  put  to  her  at  any  other  time, 
she  could  have  met  it  with  a  firm  negative,  before 
her  recollection  had  come  forward  to  contradict 

.  .  a. 

It;   but  the  remembrance  of  the  preceding  day, 
;,  VOL.  r.  B  b  and 
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and  the  prospect  of  weeks  of  similar  days,  over- 
came her. ;  and  bursting  anew  into  tears,  she  could 
only  say — *  As  happy,  my  lord,  as  I  have  any 
rigiit  to  expect  to  be/ 

Nothing  female  had  interested  the  heart  of 
Lord  Luxniore  sincc'tliat  memorable  day,  wiien 
the  object  of  his  illicit  attachment  had  conscien- 
tiously bidden  him  aidieu  for  ever:  his  passionfj 
had  not  xvanted  excitation ;  and  he  had  lived  at 
randomy  but  Lord  Iviixmore  was  as  imperfectly 
vicious  as  virtuous:  he  uas  one  of  thos«  people  of 
whom  others  have  said,  ^  they  wished  thejn  either  a 
iittle  better  or  a  little  worse,  that  they  might  know 
where  to  class  them,  and  after  his  erratic  life, 
there,  perhaps,  was  pleasure — at  least,  there  was 
novelty,  in  correct  feeling.  He  continued  to  speak 
kindly^  and  sought  in  his  mind  for  some  happiness 
to  oft€r  her  ;-^butwhat  could  he  offer?  He  asked 
her  how  she  was  to  be  employed  or  amused  in  the 
absence  of  Lady  Luxmorje :  she  shewed  him  pait 
'of  what  she  had  to  copy,  and  pointed  to  a  lieap  of 
linen  she  bad  to  make. 

With  an  asseveration  that  made  her  start,  the 
earl  vented  his  indignation  at  the  tyranny  implied 
in  these  tasics ;  and  vowing,  that  she  should  not  h& 
pent  up  in  •'  such  a  dust-hole'  for  such  a  purpose, 
he  paced  the  I'oom,  as  if  endeavoring  to  devise 
some  plan  foi*  freeing  Jier. 

*  Tell  me,'  said  he,  'ingenuously,  do  you  wish 
to  be  removed  from  this  house,  and  from  Lady 
LuKniore's  care  ? ' 

May  Gertrude  he  forgiven? — May  her  daily 

and 
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iind  hourly  mortifications,  and  the  hope  of,  at  least, 
a  change  of  evil,  plead  for  her,  if  it  be  acknow- 
ledged, that  she  almost  thought  in  the  affirmative 
*— ^it  must  re-instate  her  in  the  good  opinion,  eveu 
of  the  most  rigorous,  if  it  be  added,  that,  recoUectr 
ing  Mr.  Sterling,  she  replied,  '  No,  my  lord  ;  I 
have  no  wish  to  be  removed/ 

'  Well  then,  what  say  you,  my  dear  Miss  Ger- 
trude Aubrey,  to  enlivening  your  solitude  by  con- 
verting it  into  a  trip  to  Luxmore  ?  I  may  be  sent 
out  again  very  soon:  for  we  errand-men  are  never 
certain  of  an  hour,  therefore  I  must  be  quick  ia 
looking  after  my  own  affairs.  When  I  am  once 
settled  abruad  again,  I  do  not  think  I  shall  be  in 
a  hurry  to  return ;  at  lejast,  I  shall  not  come  till 
some  great  change  takes  place  in  my  family- 
cpneems.  I  shall  fetch  Portargis  from  his  marine 
villa,  to  t^ke  him  with  me  to  Luxmore:  he  and 
J  sh^U  be  at  the  house;  and  1  am  sure  Mr. 
Sydeiiham  and  bis  sister,  j\Irs.  Brett,  who  now, 
I  understand,  liveg  with  him,  will  be  very  happy 
t^  ^n^erttvin  you.' 

'  I  am  greatly  obliged  by  this  kindness,  my 
Lprd,  V^t  it  is  ipipos^ible  I  can  accept  it/ 

His  lordship  had  not  exerted  his  diplomatic 
abilities  for  so  many  years,  withoyt  learning  the 
^Y^  of  Qvercoiping  ^  punctilious  difliculty  :  he  met 
^vqry  objection  tha^  could  be  made,  ?ifld  was  firm 
in  his  purpose  :  h§  w'ould  take  all  the  blame  on 
himself  :-T-he  would  pay  an  amanuensis  for  writing 
for  her^  and  a§^mpstress  ipr  sewing,  ^ud,  in  short, 
he  would  do  so  much  that  h^  left  nothing  for  her 

£  b  2  to 
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lo  say.     Portargis  and  lie  would  call  her,  at  anjr 
hour  she  would  name,  the  day  after  the  following. 

The  project  appeared  mad  in  itself,  and,  as  far 
as  regarded  her,  full  of  dani^cr  :  she  could  not 
hope,  that  such  a  departure  from  the  injunctions 
laid  on  her,  would  be  punished  by  any  thing  less 
than  the  forfeiture  of  the  countess's  favor  for  ever; 
and  she  felt,  that  even  if  Mr.  Sterling  supported 
her,  it  might  be  insufficient  to  reinstate  her. — 
Urged,  as  she  was,  by  the  gfeod-natured  earl,  and 
loudly  as  her  own  inclination  prompted  her  *  to 
take  the  good  the  gods  provided,'  she  yet  wished 
to  avoid  the  pain  of  a  wrong  decision ;  and  con- 
vinced that-  the  servants,  who  knew  Lady  Lux- 
more's  orders  and  her  temper,  would  join  with 
her  in  thinking  the  risque  too  great,  she  asked  his 
lordship's  permission  to  speak  to  them ;  but  he, 
replying  with  something  like  disdain,  that  he  did 
not  usually  consult  his  footmen  on  taking  a 
journey,  she  was  instantly  sensible  of  the  error, 
into  which  her  simplicity  had  led  her ;  and  over- 
whelmed with  confusion,  she  could  only  intreat 
forgiveness,  and  beg  that  she  might  not  be  tempted 
by  the  offer  of  immediate  pleasure,  to  do  that 
which  must  involve  her  in  future  misery. 

Lord  Luxmore  was  moved. — *  I  wish  with  all 
my  soul,'  said  he,  *  you  would  teach  the  world 
this  excellent  doctrine — 'tis,  as  you  justly  say,  the 
offer  of  immediate  pleasure  that  involves  us  in 
future  misery. — But  where,  my  good  girl,  have 
you  learnt  all  this  wisdom?— I  am  sure  my  wife 
could  not  teach  it  you.' 

*0! 
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*01  my  lord,  if  you  knew  Mr.  Sterling,  you 
%vould  not  ask  me." 

'  I  thought  he  had  been  a  cross  old  stingy  kind 
o(  being — he  and  I  were  once  on  opposite  sides 
of  a  question  ;  and  I  thought  then  he  used  me 
very  iil ; — but  as  matters  have  turned  out,  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  might  not  have  been  better 

for  me,  had  I But  tell  mc, — what  kind  of  man 

is  her' 

'  One  of  the  best  in  the  world.  I  can  conceive 
nothing  superior  to  him  : — he  is  certainly  a  little 
pettish  at  times,  but  who  is  not?  and  iiis  kindness 
to  me  more  than  atones  for  it; — every  hour  I  pass 
with  him,  is  a  lesson  in  something  useful— some- 
thing that  informs  me,  or  something  intended  to 
make  me  better.' 

-'  There  is  little  occasion  for  that,'  replied  Lord 
Luxmore,  with  that  thorough  want  of  consider- 
ation that  makes  us  tell  children  *  how  pretty  they 
are,'  and  Miow  good  they  look;' — but  Gertrude 
was  not  in  danger  of  being  hurt  by  the  point- 
blank  compliment — she  ascribed  all  to  Mr.  Ster- 
ling, and  honestly,  as  well  as  prudently,  wished 
to  convince  his  lordship,  that  the  friendship  of 
such  a  man,  was  not  to  be  lightly  appreciated 
or  sacrificed  for  a  frolic. — But  what  she  said 
availed  nought. — The  earl  repeated  to  himself  her 
accidental  antithesis  of  '  immediate  pleasure,'  and 
*  future  misery :'  he  commented  on  it,  and  ac- 
knowledged, as  an  idea  new  to  him,  that  the  pre- 
ference of  the  future  to  the  present,  is  the  basis  of 
virtue,  and  of  happiness :  he  argued  neither  igno- 

vantly, 
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rantly,  t\6r  perhaps  insincerely,  ofi  the  pleasure 
there  ??iust  be,  to  those  who  woukl  submit  to  it,  in 
foregoing  our  inclinations  on  the  ascetic  principle 
of  virtuous  self-denial.  The  emphasis  with  which 
he  pronounced  the  word  7vusty  proved,  that  he 
presumed  the  consequence,  and  not  at  all  that  he 
k7ie':c  it  bi/  experience :  wdiat  effect  it  had  on  hi^ 
actions,  was  instantly  evident;  he  had  admitted, 
he  had  repeated,  he  had  ruminated  on  the  axiom, 
but  he  changed  the  subject  only  to  tell  her,  lie 
was  more  than  ever  determined  on  his  plan. 

The  sentiment  not  being  quite  so  new  to  her, 
had  sunk  deeper  into  her  heart,  and  with  a  glow 
that  spoke  the  approbation  of  her  conscience,  in 
the  triumph  of  the  virtue  he  had  praised,  she,  with 
increased  gentleness,  with  the  humblest  gratitude, 
but  strengthened  firmness,  declined  his  offer. 

The  matter  in  itself  seemed  indeed  trifling:  the 
question  was  only,  should  she  commit  a  girlish 
fault,  in  ruTining  away  from  that  which  was 
irksome,  to  meet  that  which  was  pleasant?  asnd 
by  this  reference  to  the  abstract,  not  the  relative 
sfate  of  a  question,  do  the  lenient  moralists  of  the 
present  day  judge : — every  thing,  according  X.6 
their  ideas,  or,  at  least,  according  to  their  pro- 
fessions, is  '  taken  up  too  seriously/  If  a  parent 
(Corrects  a  child  for  a  iiiult  persisted  in  and  re- 
peated, the  cruelty  of  the  correction  is  renniarked 
oti,  as  if  it  had  a  casual  error  for  its  object ;  and 
Otir-  Gertrude's  fortitude  v^Hjtild  have  met  no  en-' 
couragement  from  the  world 

But  jihe  ha-d' entered-  on^  the  conflict : — her  prin-- 

ciplcs 
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ciples  taught  her  to  abide  it  ;  and  it  was  not  till 
the  earl  had  reduced  his  proposal  to  atbrtnii^hts 
absence,  that  she  listened  to  it.  Then,  indeed, 
the  temptation  was  very  strong,  as  she  hoped,  by 
industry,  she  could  execute  all  that  had  been  lelt 
her  to  perform. 

She  began  to  hesitate;  and  Lord  Luxmore, 
aware  of  it,  thought  to  turn  the  bailance  iristantly 
in  his  favor,  by  offering  to  keep  her  absence 
secret :  he  had  now  nearly  overset  the  little  vessel 
of  hope  he  was  steering ;  but  instantly  retracting, 
and  cottfessing  himself  mis-led  by  his  zeal  for  her 
happiness,  he  set  the  matter  again  where  it  was, 
and  discussing  it  as  a  question  of  only  a  fortnight's 
absence,  he  left  her  little  that  she  could  bring 
forward  as  opposition. 

Her  countenance,  perhaps,  told  that  she  was^ 
not  displeased  by  the  endeavor  to  accommodate; 
yet  her  acquiescence  was  imperfect,  and  there 
w'ere  still  obstacles  which  she  was  afraid  to  name : 
she  almost  flattered  herself,  she  ought  not  to  name 
them — perhaps  it  was  only  her  want  of  knowing 
the  world  that  made  her  tliink  of  them  ;  but  if  so, 
why  did  something  within  her  make  them  seem 
so  important?  She  could  urge  the  extreme  im- 
propriety of  hev  going  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Sy- 
denham uninvited  ;  but  this  his  lordship  obviated 
by  shewing  her,  in  a  letter  he  had  just  received 
from  him,  a  passage  respecting  herself,  which  had 
been,  in  a  great  degree,  the  cause  of  this  visit. 
In  it,  j\Ir.  Sydenham  intimated,  that  he  understood 
Lady  Luxmore's  health  to  be  very  much  impaired ; 
5  and 
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and  he  suggested  the  propriety  of  some  arrange- 
ment with  regard  to  her  *  very  promising  prott^gce 
He  begged  his  lordship,  if,  on  visiting  his  lady,  it 
appeared  to  him  that  the  charge  of  Aliss  Aubrey 
uas  too  fatiguing,  or  in  any  way  undesirable,  that 
his  and  ^Irs.  Brett's  best  services  might  to  be  ten- 
dered. 

*  We  parsons/  said  Mr.  Sydenham,  *  should, 
where  we  can,  assist  each  other's  families;  the 
church  is  often  hut  a  poor  provision  for  those  who 
are  to  come  after  us,  especially  for  girls ;  and  feel^ 
ing  this,  and  knowing  the  young  damsel  as  I  do, 
I  would  willingly  consider  her  as  my  own,  if  her 
situatioa  ever  admits  of  my  making  the  offer. 
Should  you  find  matters  as  I  have  hinted,  pray,  my 
dear  lord,  do  not  hesitate,  but  consign  her  to, 
us;  and  we  will  receive  her  gladly  for  any  time  li^ 
mited  or  unlimited. ' 

All  objection  of  this  kind  was  now  done  away ; 
and  she  could  plead  something  like  an  invitation. 
The  truth  became  more  terribly  stript  than  ever, 
and  when  again  pressed  for  her  full  compliance, 
she  was  driven  to  a  most  painful  species  and  de- 
gree of  ingenuousness ;  for,  however  allured,  how-, 
ever  in  some  points  justified^  and  however  desirous 
to  make  the  right  and  the  pleasant  of  the  question 
agree  between  themselves,  nothing  could  overcome 
those  instinctive  feelings,  the  antennce  oi  q\xv  ^niy^ 
which  are  bestowed  on  us,  to  warn  us,  of  the  ap- 
proaching danger  of  being  in  danger  of  erring. 
She  knew,  in  her  heart,  that  in  itself  there  could 
be  no  breach  of  any  great  rule  of  virtue  in  acquiesc-! 
4  i^S 
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rag  on  such  conditions  as  she  meant  to  insist  on; 
but  she  had  never  turned  the  lancet-edge  of  her 
feelings  by  misuse :  they,  therefore,  were  in  their 
keenest  perfection;  and,  in  her  reading,  they  had 
met  rather  -^vith  confirmation  than  correction. 
Though  ignoi'ant  of  the  practical  world,  she  knew 
what  it  had  a  right  to  expect  from  those  who  com- 
pose its  society :  it  required  not  anacquaintance 
with  its  follies  or  its  vices  to  know,  that  as  those 
addicted  to  either,  must,  by  doing  much  harm,  de- 
serve censure,  those  who  bear  the  semblance  of 
evil,  denominated  indiscretion,  must  be,  if  not 
culpable,  at  least  deserving  of  admonition ;  that 
nothing  deserving  of  admonition  can  be  ex- 
emplary ;  and  that  an  injunction  to  be  an  ex- 
ample, was  contained  in  many  passages  of  that 
book,  from  which  her  duty  was  to  be  learned. — ■ 
This  point  having  been  settled  in  her  own  clumsy 
homely  way,  long  before  the  present  occasion,  she 
had  only  to  decide  that,  as  it  forbade  her  acting 
indiscreetly,  what  she  was  about  to  do,  must  either 
be  accompanied  by  justifying  prudence,  or  re- 
nounced. 

The  search  after  satisfaction  called  her  off  from 
the  pursuit  of  enjoyment ;  and  she  felt  that  it  was 
not  only  very  possible,  but  would  be  her  voluntary 
choice  to  relinquish  the  latter  to  secure  the  former. 
Firmly,  therefore,  but  with  the  most  respectful  ac- 
knowledgments, appealing  to  the  earl's  sens3  of 
right,  to  his  ideas  of  decorum,  and  his  knowledge 
of  her  unsupported  situation,  she  told  him,  not 
that  there  were  two  conditions  on  which  she  would 
accept  his  kindness,  but  two  insuperable  obsta- 
cles 
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cles  that  must  oppose  her  accepting  it:  the  one 
"ivas,  that  she  should  be  the  only  female  of  the 
party,  the  other,  that  she  could  not  obtain  Lady 
Luxmore's  permission. 

A  few  minutes  were  wasted  in  an  endeavor  ta 
convince  her,  that  neither  a  companion  of  her  own 
sex,  nor  a  permit  was  necessary :  she  listened  iri' 
silence  and  was  supposed  convinced ;  but  with  only 
an  apology  for  any  seeming  obstinacy,  she  cOnfcst 
her  opinion  unchanged ;  and  his  lordship,  baffled 
in  his  good-natured  intention,  yet  not  at  all  inclined 
to  forego  the  pleasure  of  pleasing  her,  was  driven 
to  the  sad  resource  of  pacing  the  room,  in  deeper 
thought  than  he  had  exercised  in  his  official  capa- 
city, to  strike  out  some  n}iddle  plan  that  would  be 
approved  by  the  simple  sense  of  a  girl  not  quite 
sixteen. 

'  Would  you,'  said  he,  '  do  as  I  wish,  if  I  found 
means  to  obviate  these  difficulties  ?' 

'  I  cannot  promise ;  some  other  impropriety 
might  arise  to  my  recollection ;  but  as  it  would  be 
founded  only  in  my  fear  of  doing  wrong,  I  am  cer- 
tain your  lordship  would  not  severely  bjame  it.* 

*  Do  you  wish  to  make  difficulties,  or  to  over- 
come them  7 

*  You  cannot  ask  me  seriously,  my  lord.  I 
should  be  very  thankful  to  be  allowed  to  go  to 
Luxmore,  if  1  could  do  it  with  propriety;  but  you 
know,  that  when  one  does  any  tiling  tiiat  seem^ 
wrong,  it  is  so  'vety  uncomj'or table,  that  all  the 
pleasure  is  made  misery ;  and  I  would  much  rather 
stay  here  than  risk  it:  here,  I  know  the  worst,  and 
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no  one  can  blame  me ;  but  to  do  what  T  arti  sure 
]\Ir.  Sydenham  and  his  sister  would  tiiink  wrong, 
would  be  to  forfeit  my  welcome ;  and  even  if  they 
were  kind  enough  to  impute  it  to  my  want  of  know- 
ing better,  as  I  cannot  ■  plead  this  ignorance,  I 
must,  even  if  nobody  ever  blamed  me,  be  very  un- 
easy :  there  is  something  so  selfish  in  doing  what 
we  cannot  but  suspect  improper,  because  we  like 
it! — it  is  like  eating  what  one  knows  injurious  to 
6ne's  health.' 

Again,  his  lordship  was  referred  to  his  feet : 
'  You  could  have  an  answer  from  Lady  Lux» 
liaore  by  Thursday,  I  suppose/ 

*  Yes,  if  I  write  to-day  :  they  were  to  stop  on 
the  road  for  some  days,  1  know,  within  one  day's 
post;  Mr.  Sterlhig  said  so  when  he  left  orders 
about  his  letters.' 

*  Will  you  let  i?ie  write,  Miss  Aubrey?' 

*  No,  no,  my  lord ;  I  cannot  do  that.' 

*  Will  you  let  me  see  your  letter  before  you 
seal  it  ? — And  will  you  say  what  you  can  to  get  per- 
friission  ?' 

*  Certainly ;  but  this  is  not  the  greater  of  my 
two  difficulties  :  tiie  writing  is  easily  accomplished. 
Lady  Luxmore  may,  indeed,  not  answer  me ;  and 
then,  I  fear,  I  ought  not  to  go  ;  but  of  this,  I  would 
take  my  chance ;  if — 

*  Well !  the  if  I  can  meet  with  an  expedient : 
it  would,  indeed,  postpone  my  setting  out  till  the 
beginning  of  next  week ;  but  I  would  wait,  rathef 
titan  leave  you  here,  now  I  have  set  my  mind  oil 
releasing  you.  My  old  aunt,  Lady  Mary  Syden- 
ham, 
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ham,  a  venerable  spinster,  but  a  very  good  crea- 
ture,— you  have  never  seen  her,  I  conckide — has 
a  mind  to  see  Luxmore  again,  before  her  bones  are 
laid  there :  she  proposes  coming  down  to  me  for 
a  few  days,  while  I  stay  there;  and  I  can  arrange 
our  travelling  with  her :  her  carriage  will  hold  us 
four,  for  it  is  not  a  modern  one;  and  post-horses 

"will  take  us  down  in  very  good  time / 

'  Will  Lady  Mary  approve  this  ?' 

*  O !  yes,  I  am  sure  she  will :  she  is  very  fond 
of  Sydenham;  and  if  you  go  as  a  visitor  to  the 
rectory,  she  will  be  glad  to  assist  in  your  convey- 
ance.' 

*  But  still  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  detain  your 
lordship.  And  I  should  not  be  happy  if  I  did  not 
know  Lady  Mary  consented  readily.— And — ' 

*  And  what  next  r'  said  his  lordship,  with  good- 
humored  peevishness. 

*  How  shall  I  let  your  lordship  know  the  purport 
of  Lady  Luxmor^'s  answer?' 

'  I  will  call  every  day.' 

*  O  dear! — no — that  must  not  be.  Lady  Lux^ 
more  said  expressly,  I  was  not  to  have  any  visi- 
tors.' 

*  Why,  you  cannot  stir  without  the  breach  of 
some  commandment.     Nonsense.' 

'  No  ;  not  nonsense:  I  must  confess,  Lady  Lux- 
more  is  right :  if  she  allows  me  a  home  in  her 
house,  and  maintains  me  there, — she  surely  may 
make  her  own  conditions ;  and  I  am  sure  she  is 
perfectly  right;  and  I  am  obliged  to  her :  it  would 

be 


THE  COUNTESS  AND  GERTRUDE.  381 

be  very  awkward  for  me  to  have  any  visitors : 
therefore,  I  must  beg,  my  lord ' 

*  Well,  I  have  said  A.  Miss  Aubrey,  so  I  must  say 
B.  I  will  fetcli  my  son,  and  in  my  way  back  make 
a  call  on  a  friend.  I  will  leave  you  my  address, 
on  condition  that  you  let  me  know  the  result  of 
your  writing  to  Lady  Luxmore.' 

*  Certainly.' 

*  And  you  will  not  cheat  me  ?' 

*  You  do  not  know  me,  my  lord,  or  how  much 
obliged  I  feel  for  all  this  goodness.' 

*  Well  then,  write  your  letter ;  and  I  will  frank 
it.  I  know  my  wife  has  no  objection  to  save  six- 
pence occasionally :  if  I  hurry  you,  I  will  call 
ajrain.' 

It  was  not  necessary  to  give  him  this  trouble. 
She  wrote.  The  earl  skimmed  a  stale  newspaper, 
and  finding  nothing  to  object  to  in  her  diction, 
except  that  she  had  not  said  *  half  enough,'  he 
was  proceeding  to  write  the  superscription,  when  it 
occurred  to  him,  that  a  few  lines  from  himself 
might  conciliate  matters  :  there  was  a  little  debate 
in  his  mind;  but,  at  last,  the  active  voice  predomi- 
nated ;  and,  with  a  little  consideration,  he  finessed 
a  really  civil  letter  to  his  wife,  in  which  he  excused 
himself  for  not  having  seen  her  on  his  arrival,  by 
the  necessity  he  had  been  under  of  following-  the 
king,  and  expressed  a  hope  of  being  more  fortu- 
nate on  his  return. 

Nothing  could  give  Gertrude  greater  pleasure 
than  this  condescension :  it  seemed  to  open  a  door 
to  a  new  order  of  things.     His  lordship  took  his 

leave, 
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leave,  -Nvith  all  the  decorum  that  had  attended  hh 
visit,  promising  to  make  arrangements  by  writing ; 
and  she  had  thep  only  to  sit  down,  in  a  tumult  of 
novel  delight,  to  recollect  that  there  was  one  griev- 
ous impediment  to  her  happiness ;  an  impediment 
she  had  not  dared  to  name  ,•  an  impediment  so 
trilling  in  its  reality,  that  she  was  ashamed  to  feel 
it  very  grievously  important.  It  was  one  connect- 
ed with  her  sex  and  her  poverty : — it  was  delicacy 
concerning  her  appearance,  and  the  want  of  means 
to  make  it  decent;  and  in  ruminating  on  this  bitter 
mortification,  she  felt  something  very  nearly  allied 
to  repentance  of  her  acquiescence  in  the  prospect 
of  her  own  happiness. 

'  Rest  quiet;  you  can  do  no  good;  the  oppressed 
cijinnot  be  disgraced  by  oppression,'  vv£^s  the  reply 
made  by  a  literary  man,  whose  reputation,  arrived 
now  at  its  zenith,  will,  while  virtue  and  Christianity 
are  prized,  know  no  setting, — when  consulted  on 
the  possibility  of  abating  the  mortifications  of  a 
dependent.  But  this  had  never  come  to  Gertrude  s 
€^r ;  and  alas !  even  the  precepts  of  the  '  Vis 
fieri  liber  r'  which,  in  many  instances,  had  soothed 
the  asperities  of  her  fate,  were  at  this  moment; 
when  imaginary  public  disgrace  attended  her,  lost 
|g  h(5r  recollection. 

There  was,  however,  no  option  in  her  fate. 
She  could  not  cqllect  magnanimity  enough  to  with- 
hold her  petition  from  Lady  Luxrnore,  or  to  wish 
it  might  be  refused  :  she  told  herself  she  had  only 
|o  submit  to  being  ridiculous  and  despicable;  but 
submission  was  not  the  easier. 

Her 
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Her  distresses  haunted  her  sleep ;  and  she  rose 
the  next  morning  in  a  situation  of  possible  happi- 
ness, alloyed  by  a  certain  vexation.  No  philoso- 
phical, or  even  religious  arguments  would  avail 
her;  they  were  all  too  big  for  so  small  a  subject; 
a  subject  that  she  stigmatised  as  trumpery  in  the 
extreme,  yet  felt  of  powerful  influence.  She  could 
a  little  justify  her  anxiety  by  the  permission  *  ta 
provide  things  honest,'  but  it  was  no  extension  of 
indulgence  to  her  who  had  no  power;  and  she  had 
no  temper  of  mind  to  adopt  but  vexation. 
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